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PREFACE. 

— OO^Ofl 


In the following series of national novels, connected with the 
secondary class of prose fiction so abounding in Spanish literature, 
it has been the humble endeavour of the translator, upon a similar 
plan with the Italian and the German.specimens, to convey to the 
English reader some idea of its rise and progress, as well as of the 
peculiar manners, customs, and modes of thinking at different 
periods, as exhibited in this form of composition. 

In the novel and the drama, Spain is allowed to hold a distin- 
guished rank in the literature of modem nations ; in the former, 
sufficient justice has not been clone her; the writers of other 
countries have taken their plots, and even entire stories, without 
acknowledgment. Lrc Saok, Scarron, and many others, by thus 
appropriating and adapting to the prevailing taste, their neigh- 
bour’s inventions, have given rise to a keen controversy uponjhe 
subject ; one into which I should be extremely sorry to carry 
the reader, even the least way, to partake of its tediousness, its 
bitterness, and its heaviness. As little will it he necessary, in a 
work of specimens, to examine into the nature and extent of tl]£ 
various classes and branches of the Spanish noyel ; it is enough 
that the Editor has been desirous to render justice to some of the 
earliest and best models of the language— to bring before the 
public a version of the original productions to which both thft, 
writers and the readers of some of the most attractive an£ popular 
novels circulated throughout Europe, have been so largely in- 
debted. In this point of view, however, it would have been 
presumption in the Editor, after the masterly advocates they have 
recently boasted, to pretend j£> rescue from unmerited neglect, the 
names and works, or pay a :|tting tribute to the inventive powers, 
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, of the Spanish Novelist? In other countries, especially among 
the Germans and the French, their just claims have been ad- 
mitted ; in the present instance, all that the translator can assume, 
in his humbler task, is the merit of having long read, and carefully 
compared, the smaller class of novels, such as were 'conceived 
best adapted to give the English reader a taste for the original, as 
weft as for mere popular amusement. 

In regard to the selections, no less "than to the biographical 
materials, and other points, the translator feels bound to express 
here his obligations to his lamented friend, Mr. Mendibil, late 
Professor of Spanish Literature in the King s College ; a gentle- 
man whose eloquence and learning, whose enthusiasm for the 
honour and. freedom of his country, were equalled only by his 
high worth, and the urbanity of his disposition. 
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DON JUAN MANUEL 


Tuc Prince Don Juan, son of the Infant D. Manuel, ami grandson 
to San Fernando, presents one of the most distinguished names in the 
historical and litciary annals of Spain*. Although his political conduct 
was not fi ce from stain, he redeemed his character for loyalty and 
patriotism by his subsequent adherence to Castile, and by the im- 
poitance and the bnlliancy of his exploits. 9 

In literary reputation, nevertheless, he is deserving of being placed 
m the same tank with his uncle, the king, Don Alonzo the Wise, 
whoe example he emulated in the cultivation and patronage of letters, 
lb* was born about the year 1280 ; his mother was llcatrice, daughter 
of the Duke of Swabia, who was also King of the Romans. 

During the reign of Ferdinand IV., known by the romantic title of 
U Fmpl.\/ado, the Summoned,* Don Manuel ros»c high in the esteem 
md ronhdi 'cc of that monaich ; but, in the ^’ear. ijob, he forfeited 
his master’s fa\ our, by abandoning the royal cause at the moment 
while he w as engagtd in the siege of Algesiras against the Moors. 
rh*7 became reconciled, however, some years afterwards ; but on the 
" cut of the king's death, Don Juan Manuel gave full scope to In.*- 
mbitious projects, aiming at no less than the authority of Prince 
is .gent during the minority of Ferdinand’s son, Don Alonzo XI. He 
1 as the most active in secretly forwarding those public commotions 
which might afford him thfc best pretence for assuming the reins of 
^uvanment, -which he did under the plea of arresting their disastrous 
progress. * 

From this period Don Juan became involved in a scries of intrigues 
and conspiracies, which engaged a large portion of his long and' 
chequered career. Nor was he without his rivals in other branches of 
the loyal house of Castile ; a struggle for authority took place, whiah 
at length, in 1320, ended in the appointment of three guardians of the 
prince,— namely, Don Juan, called II Tuerto, Don Telipe, and Don 
Juan Manuel. 

* 1 lie oti^iu of this singular title fe thus given by the united testimony of Spanish 
h m » Aflm condemning to diath two noblemen tv ho had strongly maintained their 
mnocAu t , tin. 1 i|ig was addr<„«*.d by 'it |1 k moment ol thiii rMcutton m these words : 

•* 1» mouth fn»m this d.\y we summon thte to np[war btfoie tht tnhunal of God, to 
an wci lur our deaths.” This, piopheq# is btlievcd to have beta fulfilled on the exact day. 

* • B 2 
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ftodhe year 1325, the prince having attained the legal age which 
entitled him to assume sovereign power, his governors found them- 
-selves suddenly called upon to resign their functions, at the general 
Cortes held at Valadolid. Apprehensive of being broughj to account 
for the tumults and excesses committed under their joint regency, Don 
Juan Manuel, arid Don Juan Tuerto, entered into a coalition against 
t$e young monarch, and the whole of those nobles who should dare 
to avow the design of summotfing them before the tribunal of their 
country. To confirm their new compact, Don Manuel offered the 
hand of his daughter Constance to Don Tuerto, and it is said that 
they solemnized it by the fearfully sacrilegious ceremony, as it was 
considered, of dividing between them a consecrated wafer (the holy 
Host), over which they solemnly swore to remain faithful to each 
other's interests. 

This contract, however, only remained in force until the wily king 
Alonzo found means to disunite the parties, by tempting the ambition 
of Don Manuel? with hopes of raising his daughter, the same lady 
Constance, to share with him the throne of Castile. 

At the same time, the new monarch appointed his noble kinsman to 
the rank of Chief Commander of the Mercian frontiers, against the 
Moors of Granada. While employed in this important commission, 
Don Manuel added to his warlike renown, by a number of brilliant 
exploits, crowned at length by his entrance into Granada, "in 1327, 
when he overthrew, in a pitched battle, the great Moorish prince 
Ozmin, supported by the whole power of the Mussulmans, near the 
river Guadalquiver ; one of the most celebrated victories ever achieved 
by the Castilian arms. It has accordingly been one of the most fre- 
quently cominemoral fed in the traditionary songs and ballads which 
enrich the poetry of Spain. 

Determined, at all risks, to free himself from his other enemy, Don 
Juan El Tuerto, the king sought to betray him into his power, under 
the guise of fair promises. He gave in *to the snare, was arrested 
while sitting as a guest at the king's own table, and was beheaded in 
the town of Totfo, the whole of his possessions being confiscated to the 
crown. 

Don Juan Manuel was too sagacious hot to profit by so practical an 
example, and retired without delay to Chinchilla, a strong position of 
hsr own domains. The king, taking advantage of this movement, 
and having already attained . his views, now openly declared against 
him, broke his engagement with his daughter Constance, and entered 
into treaty for the Infanta Maria of Portugal. Don Juan Manuel, 
upon this, renounced his allegiance to the crown of Castile, and 
joined the kings of Arragon and Granada. This measure gave rise 
40 considerable tumult arid con fusion, 'and was soon followed by*pro- 
gposals of pacification from the king. Dgn Juan was invited to a con* 
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ference, to which he signified his assent, provided the safeguard of a 
river were placed between the parties ; and each was to approach ■ 
from opposite sides, and unaccompanied, to the interview. The king 
agreed to these conditions, and made a point of appearing at the place 
which had been fixed upqn, but Don Juan, still unable to surmount 
his scruples, notwithstanding all his precautions, failed to keep his 
engagement, and the civil feuds were renewed \yith greater violence 
than before. The recollection of the trSachefcy employed against Juan 
El Tuerto was sufficient to thwart every plan of the king’s for effecting 
a reconciliation. Not even a visit made him by the king in person at 
Penafiel — Don Juan’s own seignory — could inspire him with confidence 
sufficient to trust himself in his royal piaster's hands. 

At length, however, thjs was effected by the intercession of Don 
Juan’s mother, and he ultimately entered the service, and was restored 
to the favour, of his sovereign. From this period the Infant Don 
Juan strove to repair, by a succession of great and splendid actions, 
the errors and excesses committed in the outset of Kis ambitious 
Cjjfteer. Subsequently, during the space of twenty years, he devoted 
his high talents to his country, — distinguished alike for wisdom in the 
cabinet, and conduct in the field. Resuming with fresh ardour his 
Campaigns, victory everywhere followed his standard ; and, aiding him 
alike with his counsel and with his sword,, he never forsook the side 
of his king. He was the soul of every enterprise, and essentially con- 
tributed to the conquest of the city of Algesiras, that famous strong- 
hold of the Moors. He commanded at the grind and decisive battle 
of Salado, the loss of which by the Moors paved the way to the speedy 
destruction of the Mahometan empire in Spain. 

During the whole of the same period he became still more pas-<» 
sionately devoted to letters than he had been in early life, giving the 
whole of his leisure hours to their patronage and cultivation. 

Having by such actions recovered the lustre of his tarnished fame, 
and having lived to behold Jiis two daughtcrs~elevated to the rank of 
queens of Portugal and Castile, he died in the year 1347, and was 
interred in the Dominican convent, in . the city of Pqpaficl, to which 
he had bequeathed the variolas works he had composed. He left 
express commands that his body should be deposited in the same 
tomb with that of the good Knight Diego Alonzo, his loyal and brave 
standard-bearer, who had fallen at his side, nobly defending Ijjp 
colours against the Moors ’at the . siege pfAlgesiras. For this»reason 
the prince had ordered him to be interred in his family- vault, where 
he had now directed his own remains to follow him. A prince by 
birth, Don Juan Manuel boasts a like pre-eminence in the heroic and 
literary annals of his country. He was unrivalled by any of his con- 
temporaries ; whether as regards the solidity of his judgment, the 
extent of his erudition, or his acquirements and accomplishments ; to 
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all which he united the dignity and consideration of influence and 
wealth. With such qualifications, he naturally exercised a powerful 
sway oxer the literature Of his country. Of all contemporary writers, 
he was the one who best availed himself of the capabilities yf his 
native .tongue in its then state ; who cultivated it with nfost success, 
and essentially.- contributed, by his patronage and his example, to 
qsirich and to improve it. His works bear sxtfftcient evidence of the 
progress that had been xqp.de ift the Castilian dialect since the age of 
his grandfather, Alphonsa the Wise, who may be said to have laid its 
foundation. Nbne, however, of these works have yet seen the light, 
except that entitled, " El Conde Lucanor,” and it is from this I have 
extracted the specimens which' will be found to commence the series 
of the present work. It was published by Argote de Molina, of 
Seville, himself a literary character and a poet, in the year 1575 ; and 
a reprint of it appeared in 1642, both of which are e^fjcmely rare in 
the present day. El Condo Lucanor is a work of a moral character, 
composed in the form of a dialogue, through the medium of which 
the reader is presented with various curious examples, gracefully ? •d 
happily illustrated by historical or fabulous traits, at the close of 
which the author places the moral, conveyed in brief apothegms of 
different metre. 

The interlocutors are the supposed Count Lucanor and his coun- 
sellor Patronio, who introduces himself much like those soothsayers 
of the East, who, agreeably to oriental taste and .manners, were the 
companions of great lefrds. 

In each of the forty-nine examples, and the same number of stories 
(by which these arc illustrated), contained in the work, the author 
assumes that the Count finds himself in the case of one driven to 
some deliberation, and for the most part in some predicament, so as 
to be glad to have recourse to the advice of Patronio. The latter, 
instead of giving any direct opinion, brings forward some real example 
adapted to the case in hand, and the solution pf which is to be found 
in the moral.’ ©y this simple method there is conveyed through the 
entire narrative a Series of wise and excellent . maxims, with histories, 
as they are termed, which give a clear insight into the human heart, 
delivered In a style, at once .flowing, simple, yet 1 dignified and agree- 
able, from the very interesting variety of the stories with which 
patronio replies to the questions of the Count, whom 1 he undertakes 
t<> instruct. 

It is from this work that the celebrated Calderon has borrowed the 
Subject of one of his many dramas, under the exact title of The Condo 
Lucanor , though it must be confessed that, in this instance, he neither 
equalled himself nor: the model from which he drew. Many other 
works by Don Jitaft Manuel, are citet^by Argote de Molina, jthc editor 
of the one before us, —such m La Croatia <k Espana } Libro de los 
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Siibios , Libro del Cav alter o, Libro del Escudero », rife/ Infante y 

Libro de los Ingenios , with several more on a similar plan. 

The whole of these remain buried in the Dominican convent above 
stated, unheeded and unexplored. It is only in the Cancionero General 
of IiSrnandd del Castillo that wc meet with a few scattered specimens 
of Don Juan’s poetry, extracted from the book entitled Los Can tares; 
they are by no means the least curious of that very singular collection 
The contemporary of Petrarch, and liabl^to the same peculiarities 
and the same fastidiousness of taste which then prevailed, and threw 
an air of mingled subtlety, mystery, and languor over their verse, Don 
Manuel did not escape the fault of his age. It must, however, be 
admitted, that, to the impulse given IJV lus example, Spanish poetry 
owed that tone of elevation and sententious gravity, combined with 
that depth of sentiment and pathos, for which those writer^ and poets 
who immediately succeeded him, in the reign of John II., became so 
highly distinguished. 
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EL CONDE LUCANOR. 


CHAPTER IX, 

CONCERNING WHAT HAPPENED IN 1UNIS TO TWO CAVALIERS WHO 
LIVED WITH THE INFANT HENRY, 

The Conde Lucanor was one day conversing with liis counsellor 
Patronio, in this manner : — “ Patronio, I have, for a long lime past, 
had an enemy who hath wrought me much evil, and whom I have 
requited in like soit ; insomuch, that both by will and by works, we 
stand on \ cry ill terms with each other. 

“Now it hath so happened, that another man, much moic powerful 
than either of us, is proceeding in a way that makes each of # us afraid 
that we shall gicatly suffei m consequence. And, for this i cason, that 
enemy of mine hath sent me a message, to say that it might be well 
for us to agree together, in order to defend oui selves against the other, 
who wishes to do us some grievous mischief. For if united together, 
it is certain that we shall he able to defend ourselves ; and if one of 
*tis act apart from the other, it is certain that whomsoever of us the 
powerful man we dread shall wish to desttoy, he will easily be able to 
effect his purpose* So when one of us shall have fallen, it will be still 
more easy ^or him to destroy the other. And I am now in very great 
doubt and perplexity about this affair. For on the one side I have my 
fears lest my first enemy may be laying a snaic for me ; and if once 
he hath me right fast in his power, I do think that my poor life would 
be in much jeopardy. 

“ On the other hand, if we should consent to agree, I see not how I 
can refuse to confide in him, nor he in me ; and this holds me in 
gTfcat fqar and uncertainty. * Moreover, I am sensible that if wc should 
not become reconciled, as he hath proposed, we shall suffer gucvous 
injury, in the way I have already said. Now, owing to the gieat confi- 
dence I have in you, and in your judgment, 1 intreat you will advise 
me in vVhat to do as to this affair,” 

u Senor Conde," replied Patronio, “this is a very important and 
YCj'y 4afigerous matter ; and that youSnay the better understand what 
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it concerns you here to do, I should like you to know what happened 
in Tunis to two cavaliers who lived with the Infant Henry.” .And the 
Conde enquired how that had been ? 

THE HISTORY. 

“ My Lord Conde Lucanor” said Patronio, — “ Two cavaliers, nho 
lived with the Infant Don Henry, ift Tugis, were very friendly, and 
always dwelt in the same inn together. And these two knights had 
each only one horse, and just so much as their masters were pleased 
to be upon pleasant terms, did these their two steeds ddighbto quarrel 
with each other. Now these two cavaliers were by no means wealthy, 
and they could not afford to maintain two establishments, and yet 
they could never remain in one place owing to the constant disturb- 
ance kicked up by their fiery horses. This annoyance they endured 
for a time, until, no longer able to bear with it, they related the matter 
to Don Henry, requesting that he would be pleased to order these 
vicious animals to be given, as a meal, to a lion, then in possession 
of the King of Tunis. Don Henry was much pleased with this pro- 
posal, and he spoke with the king. And the horses were very well 
valued to the cavaliers, and they placed them in the yard where the 
lion was. When they found themselves loose in the yard, the horses 
attacked each other in the fiercest manner : and while thus engaged, 
the door of the lion’s cage was opened. As sopn as the lion walked 
forth into the yard, and the horses beheld hftn, they began to tremble 
very much, and by degrees they drew quite close to each other. A her 
remaining awhile together, both at once ran at the lion, and dealt linn 
such a number of fierce kicks and bites, as to compel him to ret.fe 
into his cage whepcc he had come, without daring to attack the two 
horses, which remained safe ; and from that time forth the animals 
became so quiet and friendly as to cat out of the same manger, and 
abode together in a very small stable ; and this agreement was brought 
about between them by the great terror which the appearance of the* 
lion had produced. * , * 

" And you, my Lord Conde Lucanor, if you have heard that your 
enemy hath such great dread of the man in question, and stands in 
so much need of your assistance, as to oblige him to forget your^ 
mutual injuries, and if he understand that he cannot defend himtclf 
without you, I hold it good, that like the horses, who, approaching 
each other by degrees, united in the same cause, until they lost all their 
apprehensions ; so you should begin gradually to place confidence in 
your former enemy.” 
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CHAPTER XX. 

CONCERNING W1IA1 HAPEFNrO TO TWOS* OF TH1 CA-THf DRAT, 
° AND IO anr MUf^OR f R1ARS IN PARTS 

• • 

On another occasion, the Conde Lucanoi was engaged in conversing 
with Patiomo, his tpunselloi, m this manna “Pitionio, I ln\c a 
fnend, and he ond I oie both <^csuous of accomplishing somethin^ 
which is for the honoui and advant ige of us t\v un Now 1 could m>- 
selfpeiform this mattu, md >ct I do not venture upon doing it until 
he shall airi\c I therefore ask of you, iccording to the jucl ment 
which (rod hath given >ou, to gi\e me youi opinion on this point ’ 
“Senoi Condc,” sud Patimno, “in oidci that >ou im\ ict in llus 
'll fan as seems to me best foi youi ad\ mu ,e, it pie isttli nu th it \ on 
should know what liippentd to those of the eilliLdi il chinch u d to 
the minoi I tigis at Pin*” And the Cornle inquired how thu lud 
taken place ? 
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“Senoi Condo,” *aid f atronio ‘ those belonging to the clnuch 
declared, that seeing thdy wue the held of the i lunch, they 014 ht 
first to ring the bell tor m Urn And the friais sud, thu it w is their 
business to study, and to rise betimes to the mitius md the suvice, 
sw>a& not to lose the hours of hol> study , uni thit besides they were 
exempt, and had no reison why rhe> should wait fr»v my one Upon 
this point the discussion baauu vei> wax in, md gieit at length was 
the cost of engaging advofc Uej» and carr> in 0 on 1 law suit lor both 
aides. And long did this low-suit continue m the com t of his Holiness 
*thc Pope , drafter a long period had elapsed, tlieie was elected a 
certain Pope, 1 efci \ ed the whole case to a ceitam cardinal, and 
commanded him to weigh and decide the nnttu on one side or the 
other So the cardinal 01 defied all the proceedings to be brought 
Jrcfote him, which consisted oi documents so very long and hea\ y, 
thawaeiy one m court staited at the sight of them And after the 
cardinal round he had at length gotten all the drafts and documents 
befoie him, he was pleased to appoint another da/ for pronouncing 
sentence ; and when it came, anu ho again saw the documents before 
him, he ordeied the whole of them to be thrown into the hre, and at 
the same time he spake thus — 4 My friends, this law-suit has looted a 


„vyy long time, and you have put yoyi selves to a mighty deal. of 
troupe ^nd expense Tor my part, I do not wish to protract this suit; 
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and I shall at once pronounce the verdict, that “he who first happens 
to waken shall first ring the bell ! ” 

“And you, my Lord Conde Lucanor, I would advise, that if the 
matter be advantageous for you, and you shall be able to effect it, you 
proceed tlb do it, and that without delay. F or many times things are 
left unaccomplished, and lost, which might have been earned to a good 
issue, only because of the delay ; and afterwards when a man wuhes 
it, lie perhaps cannot do them.” Aifd thg Conde considered th*it he 
had been well advised, and lie did accordingly, and it turned out well 
And Don Juan, judging that the example was good, made the two 
following verses, namely : — ^ 

If gittat Rood you are able to do. 

Kt quick, not delay, lest the chance should wchevr. 


CHAPTER XX XV IT. 

CONCERNING WHAT HAPPENED TO A MAN THAT HAD A SON, WHO 
SAID HL HAD A GRbAT MANY FRIENDS. 

Anoiiii R time the Conde Lucanor was talking with his counsellor 
Pationio, and said m this mannu. “ Patron io, according to my 
leckoning, I have a gicat many bunds, who give mo to understand, 
that, at the cost of their lives and substance, they wodld not fail to do 
everything to oblige me, and would not desert me for any chance tli^t 
could befall. And now, according to your good judgment, 1 intreat 
that you will tell me in what manner I shall best be able to learn 
whether lhc$c friends would do fot me as much as they say they 
would ? ” “ My Lord Conde Lucanor,” replied Patronio, “good friends 
arc the best thing in the world ; and you may well believe, that when* 
a man most wants them, he wifi find fewer than he counted upon : and 
that, on the contrary, when the urgency is not great, it is difficult to 
prove who would show himself a true friend, were the time of need to 
amve. Howevei, that you may know what a true fnend is, it will gi\ c 
me pleasure to acquaint you with vyhat happened to a certain gogd 
man in legard to one of his sons, who said that he had many«frienas.” 
And the Conde inquired how that had taken place ? 

THE HISTORY. 

“ My Lord Conde Lucanoi^ said Palronio, “ a certain good man 
ha& a son j and among other matters which he advised, he enjoined 
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him always to endeavour to obtain a great number of friends; and the 
son did as he was told. He began to keep much company, and to 
share his substance among different individuals whom he esteemed as 
his friends, and leady to do an> thing m then power to plc^sinc h*m ; 
—nay, insomuch as to venture their lives and substance, if need be, in 
his behalf. And one day this young man, conversing with his father, 
w 03 asked whether he had done as he had been commanded, and had 
yet obtained many friends 2 An°d the son replied that he had ; and in 
particular, that among others, there were ten of whom he was most 
assured, that never in any difficulty or necessity whatever would they 
be led to desert him. When the father heaid this, he said he was 
greatly surprised that his son find been able m so short a time to 
obtain so many fi lends ; and such as he, who was an old man, had 
never been fortunate enough to possess during his whole life, at all 
events never counting moic than one friend and a half. And the son 
began to argue with him, maintaining that what he had said of his 
fi lends was only the truth. 

“ When the father saw that his son was so eager on theii behalr, he 
said that he ought to proceed to prove it in the following manner. Fust, 
that he should kill a pig, and having put it into a sack, should go with 
it to the house of one of his fnends, and when admitted there, tell him 
secretly,— not that it was a pig, but a man whom he had unhappily 
killed. Farthei, that if this fact should be made known, it wtruld be 
quite impossible foi .him to escape with his life , and that all those 
who knew of it would be likely to sbaic with hun m the same fate 
That his son should enjoin them, since they weic his luencls, not to 
reveal the fact ; and that if need be, they should unite with him and 
defend him. And the vouth did this . going to the house of his 
friends, he informed them of the fatal accident that had befallc n liim. 
They all, one after another, declaied, 4 hat in all othei matteis they 
would serve him to the utmost, but that on such an occasion, which 
would endanger both their lives and property, they dare not assist 
him ; beseeching him, at the same time, for the love of C»od, not to 
breathe to a single being that he had been at tlieit houses home of 
them, indeed, said that they would go to solicit on bis behalf ; and 
others observed that they would do as much, and,moteovei, would not 
desert liim even nil after his execution, and that they would then 
giyr him honourable interment. 

“ And ‘after the youth Ixad thus tried the sincerity of all his fnends, 
without finding any to receive him, he letmned to his fathei, and 
lelated what had happened. And when the father saw that it so fell 
.put, he said to his son, that he might now very well see how those who 
had lived long, and seen and experienced much in such a matter, knew 
more than their sons. He then added^that he himself had only one 
{fiend and a lial£ and that he might go ar\d try them* 
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“ The young nmn went accordingly to prove what his father had 
meant by half a ftiend, and he look the dead pig along with him. He 
called at the door of his father's half friend, and recounted to him first 
the Unlucky adventure which had befallen him ; that he had spoken 
with all his friends in vain, and beseeched him, by the regard he bore 
his father, to assist him now in this his utter need. 

“ And when his father's half friend gaw this, he said that he ha a\ 
regard for the father, but hdd no sort of love for or acquaintance with 
the son ; but that for his father's sake, he was willing to assist him, 
and to conceal the affair. He then took the sack with the pig, and 
cariicd it into his orchard, whore h<j deposited it in a deep furrow, 
and covered the spot with weeds and vegetables to conceal it from 
every eye. 

<f The youth then returned and acquainted his father with what had 
occurred in regard to this his half friend. He next ordered his son, on 
a certain day, when they should all be ’engaged in council, to start 
some question, and discuss it with this same friend very warmly, till at 
length he should deal him a hard blow in the face, which, when the 
opportunity served, was accordingly done. But the good man, on 
being smitten, only said, * By my faith, young man, thou hast done ill ; 
yet thou may'st be assured, that neither for this or other injury thou 
can'st do, will I reveal what happened in the garden.' The son after- 
wards reported this to his father, who then told him to go to the house 
of his other friend, and he clid so. And agam he recounted all that 
hacl happened ; and the good friend of his father directly said, that he 
would do all to save his life and his reputation. And it by chance 
happened that a man had been killed in that town, and none knew by 
whom ; but several people having noticed the youth going along a? 
night with the sack upon his shoulders, they concluded that he was no 
other than the murderer. In short, they informed of him, and the 
) outh was taken and pronounced guilty of the offence ; but his father's 
friend all the while exerted himself to qompass his escape. And when 
he saw that there was no way left to save him from death, he said to 
the Alcalde, that lie did not wish to have the sin of killing that young 
man upon his conscience, for, in fact, it was not he who had killed the 
man, but a son of his own, and the only one he had ; and in this way 
did he succeed in saving the life of his friend's son, by the hard 
sacrifice of his own. 

“ And now, my Lord Count Lucanor, I have told you how friends 
aic to be tried, and I hold that this example is good, in order for a 
man to learx\ who arc his friends in this world, and those whom he 
ought to put to the test before he trusts to them in any great exigency, 
so as to ascertain how far they would go along with him in a dangerous 
ua>*. You may be certain, that if some few be good friends, yet the 
most part are fortune’s friendfe, and according to their shifts and turns 
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will they stick close or abandon you. And if you considct of this in a 
spiritual sense, everybody declares that he has ft lends,' but when 
calamity or death approach, they too often find themselves driven lu 
have recourse to the ministers of rdligioft to intercede with God* for 
‘'them, who alone can help them, to whohi they turn like the son of the 

f od man. And such is the great goodness of the Saints, in particular 

the Holy Mary, that they cease not to importune the Loid in a poor 

sinner’s favour ; and howdvet much the importunity and the trouble 

they bear on his account, -they refuse to inflict justice on him, just as 

the half friend of the young man’s father would not inform of him 

though smitten by him in the face. And when the sinner finds no 

means of escape but turning to God, as the young man returned to hi& 

father, then does God, like the father and true friend, pitying man, who 

is his creature, act by him as did the good friend, for he even sent his 

own son Jesus Clmst, who died for us without any fault, and whose 

freedom from all sm delivered man also from his state of sin, shewing 

thereby that he was the true son of God, obedient and faithful, and 

lull of love and mercy in all his acts. 

“ And now, Senor Count Lucanor, consider well what kind of friends 

be the most faithful and the best, and for whom ought a man most to 

exert himself in order to obtain their friendship.” These reasons gave 

much satisfaction to the Count, and Don Juan being of opinion that 

this example was very excellent, caused it to be instiled m thu book, 

and he also made these.. veises, to the following purport : — whnh being 

translated, were 
* 


Man jit* r «diall fi« U &o true a tut u«1 is he 
Who g i\c his lift, wan s race tiom death to fiee. 


CHAPTER XLV. 

CONCERNING WHAT HAPPENED TO A CERTAIN YOUNG MAN UPON 
THE DAY OF HIS MARRIAGE. 

One day the Conde Lucanor, speaking with his counsellor Patronio, 
sqJd , u Patronio, I have a servant who informs me that he has it in his 
power to marry a very wealthy woman, but who is higher in station 
than himself. It would, he sayS, be a very advantageous match for 
him, ohly for one difficulty which stanch in the way, and it is this, I lo 
has it on good authority, that this woman is one of the most violent 
and wilful creatures in the world ; andrnow I ask {or your^ounsel, 
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■whether I ought to direct him to marry this woman, knowing what her 
character is, or advise him to give up the match V 9 “ My Lord Conde 
Lucan or,” said Patronio, 41 if your man hath any resemblance to the 
son*of a certain good man, Who was A Moor, 1 advise him to marry at 
all venture, but if he be not like him, l think he had better desist." 
And the Conde then enquired how that affair had been ? 


THE HISTORV; 

Patronio said, that w in a Certain town there lived a noble Moor, 
who had one son, tho best young man ever known peiliaps in the 
world. 1 le was not, however, wealthy enough to enable him to accom- 
plish half the m.iny laudable objects which hi* heart prompted him to 
undertake, and for this reason he was in great perplexity, having the 
will and not the power to perform it. 

“ Now in that same town tlicic dwtit another Moor, far more 
honoured and rich than the youth's father ; and he, too, had an only 
daughter, who offered a strange coutrasl to this excellent young man ; 
her manners being as violent aud bad as his were good and pleasing, 
insomuch that no man liked to think of an union with such an infuriate 
shrew. 

“ Now that good youth one day came to his fathci and said * Father, 
I am well a >sured that you are not rich enough to support me according 
to what 1 conceive becoming and honourable, *Jl will, therefore, be 
incumbent upon me to lead a mean and indolent life, or to quit the 
country ; so that if it seem good unto you, I should prefer for the best 
to form some marriage alliance by which I may be enabled to open 
myself a way to higher things.* And the father replied, that it woul3 
please him well if his son should be enabled to marry according to his 
wishes. He then said to his father, that if he thought he should be 
able to manage it, he should be happy to have the only daughter of tho 
good man given him in mhrriage. Hearing this, the father was much 
surprised, and answered, that as he understood the matter, there was 
not a single man whom he knew, how poor soever Jic might be, who 
would consent to marry such a vixen. And his son replied, that he 
asked it as a particular favour that lie would bring about this marriage ; 
and so far insisted, that, however strange he thought the request, his 
father gave his consent. , 

“ In consequence of this, he went directly to seek the good man, 
with whom he was on the most friendly terms, and having acquainted 
him with all that had passed, begged that he would be pleased 4 " to 
bestow his daughter’s hand upon his son, who had courage enough to 
marry her. Now, when the good man heard this proposal from the 
lip£ of his best friend, he sajd to him * Good God, my friend, if l 
were to do any such thing, i should serve you a very bad turn ; for 
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you possess an excellent son, a,nd it would be a great piece of treachery 
on ray part, if I were to consent to make him so unfortunate, and 
become accessory to his death by marrying such a woman. Nay, I 
may say worse than death, for better fvould it be for him to be c^ad 
than to be married to my daughter ! and you must not thin£ that I say 
thus much to oppose your wishes ; for as to that matter, I should be 
will pleased to give her to your son, or to anybody's son, who would 
be foolish enough to rid mg hat&e of her.* • To this his friend replied, 
that he felt very sensibly the kind motives which led to speak thus ; 
and yet entreated that, as his son seemed so bent upon the match, he 
would be pleased to give the lady in marriage. I le agreed, and accord- 
ingly the ceremony took place. r Ae bride was brought to her husband’s 
house, and it being a custom with the Moors to give the betrothed a 
supper, and to set out the feast for them, and then to take leave and 
return to visit them on the ensuing day, the ceremony was perfoimed 
accordingly. However, the lathers and mothers, and all the relations 
of the bride and bridegroom, went away with many misgivings, fearing 
that when they returned the ensuing day, they should cither find the 
young man dead or in some very bad plight indeed. So it came to 
pass, that as soon as the young people were left alone, they seated 
themselves at the table, and before the dreaded bride had time to open 
her lips, the bridegroom, looking behind him, saw stationed there his 
favourite mastiff dog, and he said to him somewhat sharply ‘ Mr. 
Mastiff, bring us sope water for our hands { and the dog stood still, 
and did not do it. His blaster then repeated the order more fiercely, 
but the dog stood still as before. His master then leaped up in a great 
passion from the table, and, seizing his sword, ran towards the mastiff, 
%ho, seeing him coming, ran away, leaping over the chairs and tables, 
and fire-place, trying every place to make his escape, with the bride- 
groom hard in pursuit of him. At length, reaching the dog, he smote off 
his head with his sword ; he then hewed off his legs, and cut up all his 
body, until the whole place was covered with blood. He then resumed 

* his place at table, all covered as he was with gore ; and soon casting 
his eyes around; he beheld a lap-dog, and commanded him to bring 
him water for his hands, and because he was not obeyed, he said : 
‘ How, false traitor ! see you not the fate of the mastiff, because he 
would not do as I commanded him ? I vow that if you offer to contend 
- ^ moment with me, I will treat thee to the same fate as 1 did the 
mastiff. * And when he found it wa6 not done, he arose, seized him by 
the legs, and dashing him against the wall, actually beat his brains 
out ; showing even more rage than against the poor mastiff. 

• u Then, in a great passion; he returned to the tabic, and cast his eyes 
about on all sides, while his bride, fearful that he had taken leave ot 
his senses, ventured not to utter a word. At length he fixed his eyes 
upon his horse, that was standing before «he door, though he had only 
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that one belonging to him ; and he conrtnanded him to bri»g him 
water, which the horse did not do. ‘ How now, Mr, Horse,’ cried the 
husband, ‘do you imagine because I have only you, that T shall suffer 
you to live, and not do as I command you? No ! I will inflict as 
hardf a death upon you as upon the others; yea, there is no living 
thing I have in the world, which I will spare, if I am not to be 
obeyed ! ’ But the horse stood where he was, and the master, ap- 
proaching with the greatest rage, smot^ Off his head, and cut him 
pieces, in the same way, witfi .his sword. Well ! And when his wife 
saw that he had actually killed his horse, having no other, and now 
heard him declare that he would do the same to any creature that 
ventured to disobey him, she found tfyat he had by no means done it 
by way of jest, and took such an ‘alarm, that she hardly knew whether 
she were dead or alive. Then, all covered with gore as he was, he 
again seated himself at table, swearing that though he had a thousand 
horses, or wives, or servants, if they refused to do his behest he would 
not scruple to kill them all ; and he onc<5 more began to look around 
him, with his sword in his hand. And after he had looked* well 
round him, and found no other living thing near him, he turned his 
eyes fiercely upon his wife, and said in a great passion, * Get up, and 
bring me some water to wash my hands ;* and his wife, expecting 
nothing less than to be cut to pieces, rose in 0 great hurry, and 
giving him water for his hands, said to him,— ‘ Ah, how I ought to 
return thanks to God, who inspired you with the thought of doing as 
you have just done ! for, otherwise, owing to» the, wrong ticatment of 
my foolish friends, I should have behaved in the same way to you as 
I did to them.’ 

“ After this he commanded her to help him to something to cat, 
and this in such a tone, that sh£ felt as if her head were on the point* 
of di opping off upon the floor; so that thcie was a perfect under- 
standing settled between them during that night; and she never 
spoke, but 6nly did everything which he required her to do. After 
they had reposed some tinfe, the husband said,— ‘ The passion I have 
been put into this night has hindered me from sleeping : get you up, 
and see that nobody comes to disturb me, and prepare me something 
well cooked to eat ! ’ 

“ When it came full day, and the fathers, mothers, and other rela- 
tives arrived at the dodr, they all listened ; and hearing no one speak, 
at fust concluded that the unfortunate man was either dead or mos*, 
tally wounded by his ferocious bride. Ih this they were tfle more 
confirmed, when they saw her standing at the door and the bride- 
groom not there. Bpt when the lady saw them advancing, she stepped 
gently on tip-toe towards them, and whimpered, ‘ False fiiends, as you . 
are, how dared you to come up to the door in that way, or even to 
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breathe a word ? Be siletft, as you value your lives or mine hist, 
and awake him not/ 

“ Now when "they were all made acquainted with what she said, 
they greatly marvelled at it ; but when they learnt all that had parsed 
during the night, their wonder was changed tnlo admiration of the 
young man, for having so well known how to manage what concerned 
him, and to maintain order in his house. From that day forth, so 
IBocellently was his wife governed, ahd so well conditioned in eveiy 
respect, that they led a wery pleasant $ort of life together. Such 
indeed was the good example set by the son-in-law, that a few days 
afterwards, the father-in-law, desirous of the same happy change m 
his household, also killed a hoi$e ; but his wife only observed to him, 
4 By my faith, I>on Foolanoj you have thought of this plan somewhat 
too late in the day ; we are now too wall acquainted with each other/ 

i% And you, my Lord Cende Lucahor, if that servant of yoms wish 
to marry such a woman, and hath as great a heart as this youth, m 
God’s name, advise him to" take her, for he will surely know how to 
manage in his house. But should he be of another kidney, and not 
so well know what is most befitting, then let him foicgo it, or run a 
bad chance. And I do further advise you, with whatever manner of 
men you have to do, you always give them well to understand on what 
footing they are to stand with you/* And the Conde held this foi a 
good example ; made it as it is, and it was esteemed good. Also, 
because Don Juan found it a good example, he Ordered it to bti written 
in this book, and made # these verses, which follow it : — 

If.it lust yon don't slitw y outsell just wh u yon uo, 

* Whtn you afterwards wish it, youi foilunc twill mai 


CHAPTER XLUIII. 

CONCERNING WHAT HAPPENED TO THE DEVIL WITH A 
Wicked woman. 

On another .occasion, Count Lucanor, talking to his counsellor 
4>atronio* said in this manney ' p< Patronio I J, and a number of other 
people, Hieing engaged in conversing together, the question was asked, 
in what way could a bad man contrive to do most mischief in the 
world, not only to one, but . to everybody,? To which some replied, 
thit it could but be done by turning rebel and lrditor,-*-otlieis, by a 
becoming a constant evil doer,— and a thii d part, by lus evil 
Speaking, and robbing men, not merely of their property, but of 'their 
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good name. Now, as a man of understanding, I ask of you to inform 
me as to which of these evil courses would most likely produce 
greater mischief to other people/* ft gefior Conde," replied P&tronio, 
“ m order to show you thus much, 1 would that you were informed of 
that which •happened to the Devil with regard to a strange, wicked 
woman of these parts,** The Count then esquired how that might 
have come to pass? 


THE HISTORY. 

• » 

M Senor Conde,** said Patronio, "in a certain village tlieic lived a 
1 cry good kind of man, who had a wife j and these two were £>r the 
once so well assorted, that never bad there arisen between them the 
least diffeiencc. But as you know that this same Devil' ever feels a 
cruel despite pn beholding good things, of things going on at ail well, 
he felt no little chagrin, and spent much time in tjying every device 
he could to put them by the cars together ; — yet he could not suc- 
ceed; and one day, returning very melancholy from their house, after 
another and another failure, he fell in with a wicked, strange woman. 
After saluting each other, she enquired of the Devil as to what had 
made him look so sad, and he acquainted her with the cause,— the 
length of time, and the number of attempts, all dhcctcd to make dis- 
cord between this man and woman, and to no end,;— for which icasou 
he might, he said, well look serious and unhappy. The stiunge 
woman expressed her surprise at (his ; but told him, it he would 
agiee to follow her advice, she would soon put hint on the right si cut, 
so as to succeed to his heart's wish. To which the Devil made* 
answer, he would do everything which she would please to enjoin him 
in that particular, so he could only see that hnppy man and his wife 
fairly embroiled and angry with each other. 

“ Having agreed to effect this> the strange woman set out towards 
the place where thi$ contented couple abode. And J>y degrees she 
got acquainted with the good wife 5 and most, by telling her that she 
had once been servant to ffer mother, for which reason she felt bound 
to do for her also every service which she had in her power. Lending 
car to all this, the wife took her into the house, entrusted her with all 
her concerns, as likewise did the husband. Well 1 and after having 
remained with them sometime on this confidential looting, she one 
day came with a very Iqng, sad countenance, and thus accosted the 
good wife .— 4 It vexes me tfnuch to see, .my daughter, that your hus- 
band rejoices himself more in the company of other women than in « 
your own ; and methinks it might be well so to honour and humour 
hmf as to lead him to change j//k mind In this respect, lest some evil 
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greater than any other should happen to arise therefrom between 

)Ott.* 

“ When the honest creature had heard these words, albeit she gave 
not full credence to them, she felt uneasy and disturbed. On seeing 
how unhappy she looked, the vile wretch, instead of feeliftg compas- 
sion, forthwith hastened 1 to the place where she knew' her husband 
<would be sure to pass by, and accosting him as he came, she said that 
she wondered how, having so«good a wife, he should have set his 
affections on any other woman,— a fact which had come to his wife’s 
ears j who seeing so bad a return for all her services, had resolved to 
listen to the love of another man, who would perhaps give her better 
treatment than he had done. She then entreated of him not to betray 
this information to his wife, or she herself would else be a dead 
womdh. The poor man could hardly believe his own cars when this 
information reached him ; and though he would not give credit to it, 
nevertheless he felt suspicious and unhappy, just as the good wife had 
done. Leaving him thus, the evil creature returned to the wife, and 
said to her, with a look of great concern, ‘ My daughter, I know not 
what misfortune hath happened, but your husband seems strangely 
incensed against you ; and that you will soon know, by the manner in 
which even now he seems to be approaching us. His looks are 
strangely angry, such as he is not wont to shew.* And having said 
these words she left her. Ihe husband on entering the hopse, and 
finding his partner looking so strange at him, and so miserable, with 
none of the comfotts they bad been used to enjoy together, he felt so 
grieved and shocked that he quickly took himself out of the house 
again. 

, “ It was thus that this false, strange woman began to redouble her 

arts, hinting to her, that it would be well to seek out some wise man 
or other, who knew how to cure such evil inclinations of men, as had 
got possession of her husband's mind. To this the unhappy wife 
consented. The false friend went on the search ; and at the end of 
some days she returned, saying that she* had at last found such a 
wise man, ver> learned in his art. . He had told her, said she, that if 
the wife would cut off a lock of her husband’s hair, and pluck out 
some of his beard, he could mix them together so as to produce a kind 
of spell, which would irresistibly act upon him, and in such a manner 
as to restore him completely to his former love and confidence, and 
¥ fferhapr make them both lead a happier life than they liad ever done 
before. For this purpose she had brought the good wife a razor, with 
which, when the hour came when her husband should be fast asleep, 
she might cut off his hair, and prepare means for administering the 
‘ charm. To all this the good woman consented, out of pure regard for 
her husband, and the desire she fek to do away with the strange, 
Cold looks with which he bad late$ regarded her. So, wishing to 
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lead the same quiet life she had formerly done, she took the razor 
from the hand, of that false friend, while the latter again went to the 
husband, and declared-thpt shphad fought him some very unwel- 
come *cws-—suchas site could hd Sohg^ cqnpeaJ^oht of regard to him 
—no less indeed than Wlfat coi^erned,^ his Vyife was pre- 

paring to take away by yi<d<|fi<!e‘; :vj$'*jwSk torfee^Hh hcr friend and 
paramour. * The manned of d^gvthtt^^dfi^^^>y ^hro>ving him into 
a deep slumber, and then td^ ^<toe Secpgdy Upon hyn, and cut off his 3 
head with a sharp razor. \Ybit x^as and affright 

of the ’ good husband on heariftg these ij^ings, (alstaswas the fearful 
wretch that had uttered ! thmif a£^ n$ Of . care, he bent his 

steps towards hfs own housed where hi^wifeirbbeived him with more 
goodwill and affect ion$an slfchad IaltetJ^ shewn; and : said to him, 
as he looked ill and utearied; well ' tq^rejUi# early , to test, 

and to take a Waf mdri^ She very 

earnestly insisted upon his doitijj.' Th4‘;gopd; man no longer doubted 
but that what he hadbe£n told by the False friend was true, and to 
try the truth of it he went, and soon feigned himself to be asleep. 
While in thk condition, hiswifb cautiously approached the chamber, 
intending to cUt off a l<*ck Of h& hair and.whiskers, according to the 
plan agreed upon with that strange, Wicked woman. 

" When the husbandsaw her with ra^o^ lnhand approach near, open 
it, and bending over him, ^repare, as .% thought, to cut his throat, 
seizing her arm he wrenched the wedpon from her grasp, and in the 
madness of the moment,; directing it against the supposed murderess, 
he nearly separated her head frOrti hef body. At the terrific noise 
thus occasioned, the father find brothers. Of the wretched wife, who 
lived at hand, being apprized of k, rap wildly to the spot ; and seeing 
their relation alt weHOting in her bloo^, and never having heard the J 
least evil thing in regard to Ker, they all fell suddenly upon the dis- 
tracted husband and' slew hirn. This last act, coming likewise to the 
knowledge of the pqpruaaft^ frifq<k and relatiqn$,they ran in a body, 
and attacking wounded many of them, 

till the quarrel gaining s head oq ill sides, the larger pavt of the popu- 
lation of the village took , it upl and were that day slain. Now the 
whole of this. drea.dful 'hj&sfe* m%ely from, the false and wicked 
words of that sttpnge ^inanu; ' ^ut ^aS the jusf God never permits 
that wicked actions should b£ Wropgh# by iwfcn without their paying 
the penalty due' to their SeverOl crime$ $itd •making them majyfest tiP" 
the world, so -ft became, kfio^thaty this; dreadful evept^W&s wholly 
owing, to the- h^de ^k^^womah r 4hari^^/k^^e- Devil, 

and upon whoiu £he~l)ivikhj she 

was put to a shameful an'd ciuel end. l - ", 

“ And you, xay "tord Count XucanbiS* - tf ypk? wish . to leam ;whb 
among all 1$ the wbrst <jf me/ and from" what cause proceeds the 
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greatest mischief among people, it is from the man who, under the 
mask of a good Christian and a loyal friend, conceals evil designs, 
and disseminates lies and falsehoods that injure and embioil others 
I would therefore counsel you to be on your guard against me# who 
assume the semblance of religion, who are ever intend upon some 
deceitful end ; and for this reason take you the advice of Scilpture. 
^jvhich says, that * from their fruits you shall know them, and their 
“'works will speak for them ; 9 for be assured there exists not any who 
can long conceal the niture of the works which it is His will to 
perform.'’ The Count agreed in the truth of what Patronio said, and 
made a resolution to do as he Was advised, praying that God would 
protect him and all his friends from every such a man. Finding, 
moreover, that this example was excellently good, Don Juan Manuel 
caused it to be written in this book, and made upon it the verses 
which are to this purport 

If you uotfld *«4pe the false and secret snare. 

Heed not the looks ; heed what man's works declare I 
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Don Diego Hurtado de Mendoza was bom at the commence- 
ment of the sixteenth century, in. thtf city of Granada, and not, as 
erroneously asserted by some writers, at Toledo* His father, Don 
Lopez de Mendoza, was Count of Mantillas, and subsequently Marquis 
de Mondessar, the same who so highly distinguished ^imsclf in the 
service of -Ferdinand and Isabella at the surrender of Granada, of 
which place he was made governor, bcTng the first on whom that 
dignity had been conferred since the downfall of the Moorish empire 
in Spain. His son, Don Diego, received his education at the univer- 
sity of Salamanca, where, besides civil and canon law, he studied the 
sciences and the learned languages. 

Having finished his education, he passed int6 Italy, and joined the 
army of the Emperor Charles the Fifth. There, as it is observed by 
Nicolas 'Antonio, he, like Scipio, devoted himself at once to litera- 
ture and to war; “inter arma atque studia versatus, aut corpus 
periculis, aut animum disciplinis exercebat/ ^During the cessation of 
hostilities, he retired in the ensuing winter to Rome or Padua, where he 
resumed the cultivation of letters, and at once elevated his imagina- 
tion and improved his taste, by examining the wonderful production* 
of Italian art. 

The superiority of Mendoza's genius, combined with the solidity of 
his judgment, and his promptitude of action, soon attracted towards 
him the attention of his royal master, who confided to him an im- 
portant embassy to the city of Venice. In the same capacity he sub- 
sequently went, on several occasions, to Rome, where he acquitted 
himself in some delicate and arduous ajffairs with so much skill and 
firmness, as to merit the additional confidence of his own court. 

At the famous Comicil of Trent, which was not, as some writers 
have supposed, ^composed merely of bishops and ecclesiastics^ met to* 
discuss the doctrine and discipline of the church, but with the views of 
a political congress engaged in > carrying the respective interests and 
objects of different states in bompetitipn With ?ival diplomatists, re- 
quiring the Utmost capacity and penetration in their several repre- 
sentatives. Don Diego equally distinguished himself among the best 
of hfi age,— an age when monajChs like Charles V., Henry VIII., and 
Francis 1.^ swayed the sceptres of European power* On one occasion 
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it has been, erroneously we believe, asserted of Don Diego, that, being 
earnestly engaged in disputing some point with the Cardinal de Santa 
Crur, he threatened, on the provocation of the moment, to thiow that 
prelate into the Adige, if he longei pcisisted in requiring the dissolu- 
tion of the congress. In the year 1547, after the dissolution of the 
council, he returned to Rome from his governorship of Senar, which 
«had been conferred upon him by Charles the Fifth, as upon one whose 
judgment and firmness b^t Enabled hixp to restrain the turbulent 
disposition of its inhabitants. 

At Rome, Mendoza appeared in the conclave of cardinals, where he 
made a vigorous appeal in support of the emperors view's in presence 
of the whole consistorial court and the foreign ambassadors In 
reply, the Tope informed him that he should have an answer in the 
same session of the court ; and this was in fact given by Cardinal 
Pole, who rebuked him for the vehemence of his protest, imputing it 
wholly to the violent temper of the emperor's plenipotentiary. The 
last, however, as vehemently denied that he had exceeded his powers, 
and required instant recognition of. his deputed authority, and the 
claims he had already advanced. The Pope, incensed at the Spaniard's 
temerity, and confiding in his league with the French court, threatened 
Don Diego with his high displeasure, obsciving,— ■ " See to it, Sir, that 
while >ou remain in my house, you do not too far presume." To this 
the ambassador replied with noble spirit, I am a cavatiu, wi> father 
was one befoic me, and as such it is my duty to fulfil the commands 
ofm> royal master* wirtiouL any fear of your Holiness, so long as l 
obsen c due reverence to the vir egerent of Christ. I am mimstci to 
the King of Spain, and my residence is wheresoever it may please him 
>to order my ioute$ and here as there, I am, as his representntive, safe 
even from your Holiness’s displeasure." After the death of Paul HI., 
Don Diego continued to act in the same capacity foi his master under 
his succt ssor, Julius III,, who in a bull dated 1550* te-establishcd the 
Council of Ticnt. t 

The year following, Don Diego was recalled from his embassy at 
Rome, and 01*1553 was commissioned by Charles to prevent the de- 
partute of Cardinal Pole from Rome into England, which he succeeded 
in doing. 

Under, Philip II., Don Diego's services were not so highly estimated, 
^and he lived in comparative retirement, till finally, in the year 1565, he 
was bdSushcd from the coupon acpourjt of having drawn his sword in 
the king’s palace in order *to defend himself against the attack of 
another knight who sought 'hfe'liffc lie then withdraw to Granada, 
where he employed himself 'in his celebrated kistoiy of the "War 
against the hfoors*" which was continued from the year 1568 down to 
x S7o,— a period when his brother D<m Inigo de Mendoza was captain- 
pf that province* F in*Hy, iiNi 574, he obtained permission to 
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return to Madrid, where he died soon after his at rival. Liteiature 
owes no few obligations to this distinguished writer ; he spared no 
pains to transpoit learned works and manuscripts from the East, avail- 
lngtiimsoljf of his influence with the Sultan Solyman, and of his know- 
ledge acquired from two excellent Greek scholars, named Arnold© 
Aitcmio and Nicholas SofiaUo. In the literature of his own country, 
he stands conspicuous among the few extraordinary men who reflect! th 
lustre upon the age in which they lived. # A patron of science, inde- 
fatigable in his pursuit of liberal studies, -r-distiogoished alike in the 
cabinet and in the Held, —profoundly versed in the philosophy as in the 
languages of the ancients,— in geography, history, and the belles 
lettres, he signalised himself equally as a poet, an historian, and a 
moralist he was at oftce the first statesman and most liberal patron 
of his age. His historical compositions are remarkable for their im- 
partiality and correctness, for the solidity of their views, and vigorous 
style and spirit j while hid poetry id throughout imbued with a fine 
lyric tone and flow of expression. 

His oration at the Council of Trent } his Political Commentaries ; 
his Paraphrase of Aristotle, and translation of his Treatise on Me- 
chanics ; with an account of the great naval conquest of Funez, and 
battle, and the merit of having first introduced the muses of Italy to 
the admiration of his own countrymen,— are among his other claims to 
our favOuiable regard. As a novelist, he ranks among the best of his 
class ; having produced his celebrated La7arillo jle Tormes at a very 
early age, while his History of the Moorish "Wars stamps his name 
with equal reputation as an historian. 

These two works exhibit admirable pictures Of the times'in which they 
were composed. That of Tdrmcs is full of truth and vivacity of* 
colouring, with a certain freedom and grace of composition, through 
all which there runs a vein of delicate satire, and sometimes broader 
humour, combined with a picturcsqfc power and effect, which display 
the hand of a piaster. Of his History, posterity has already pro- 
nounced its opinion \ rapid,, Concise, vigorous, and Revere : Tacitus 
and Sallust weie doubtless his models, and emulated in a manner to 
acquire for him the appellation of the Spanish Sallust Far from 
being, like most works of the same *age, a bare recital of facts, it 
exhibits a lively representation of the minds and characters of those he 
commemorates, and the vieWs by which they were actuated. WEa* 
behold the motives of the different aetdrs as they step upon Hie stage, 
and the convicting interests with whiten they come in contact, so as 
to excite our powerful sympathy in the tragic events which ensue. He 
describes the enenfics of hi$ country ih their true colours, not with the* 
prejudice and injustice indulged in by other writers. ' If he exposes 
tho errors and defects of the IVJjoors, he does not attempt to gloss over 
the excesses of the Christians ; he bestows commendation where he 
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fools it to be due ; and in tlie same spirit of impartiality and integrity 
he denounces the arbitrary measures pursued under the governorship 
of his brother. 

By his clever and ingenious work of Lazarillo de Tormcs, Menc|p/a 
raised a lasting monument to the genius of the Castilian language ; 
and long before the appearance of the great Cervantes, he had the 
Kuerit of producing the first model of the novcla pi core n a, pecuhai to 
the literature of Spain. I tv this he laid the groundwork of otlieis m 
the same class, — those of Guzman d'Alfarache, El Diablo Cojuido, 
and the still more famous Gil Bias. In the French rifacciamcnto of 
Le Sage, that writer can merely Jay claim to the praise of having skil- 
fully availed himself of the best traits and incidents in the Lazaullo, 
and having farther developed and ai ranged them in such a manner as 
to prove most agreeable to the genius of his own age and countiy. 

Numeions editions of this popular work have appeared both in and 
beyond Spain ; and among* the latter arc a few printed from the 
original text, before it had been expurgated by the pen of the Inquisi- 
tion. For the present purpose, in the account of the Bull given as one 
of our specimens, a copy never yet revised lias been purposely ob- 
tained ; for such a specimen would in vain be sought for in the casti- 
gated editions, for ieasons which, on its peiusal, may be safely left to 
the English reader's penetration. The frequent and serious engage- 
ments which occupied so much of Mendoza's time and cxeitions, both 
as a statesman and a soldier, were most probably the cause of his 
nevei having produced ‘any other work resembling the early one of 
Lazarillo de Tormcs, and which displayed the same admirable burlesque 
— acute wit and satire, which distinguished this lively and entertaining 
=novel; while the same may be observed of his poems, which are 
chiefly devoted to the gentler sentiment of love or friendship. Doubt- 
less, however, satiric humour was his peculiar forte ; for when treating 
even on the grave subject of his embassy, he adopts a tone of delicate 
satiic m one of his epistles addressed to pen Luis Zunissa, as the 
following shows: — 

Oh 1 F m bandores pun* nuyadoros 
Ouc si k>s l^ycs qutcivn engauar 
tmpi$a/an por nosoivos las prunfcros. 

^ The splendid reputation acquired by this great character, as a" 
“soldier,^ diplomatist, and a man of letters, call for a far wider sphere 
of observation than we can here attempt to embrace ,* but what has 
been done may be sufficient to furnish the English reader with a pretty 
accurate idea of the high and t versatile qualities of thi9 ingenious 
'master and jnventor of the novela pihrisca of Spain. 
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THE 

LIFE OF LAZARILLO DE TORMES, 

HIS FORTUNES ANT* IIIS NHSUAPS. 


You must know, then, in the first place, that my name is Ldzaro de 
T ormes, and that I am the son of Thdmas Gonzales and Antonia 
Peic/, nati\Qo of Tejares, a village of Salamanca. My surname was 
acquired by the singular circumstance of my birth, which happened 
m the river Toimes, and in the following manner. My father (to 
whom God be merciful) was employed to superintend the operations 
of .1 water-mill which was worked by the course of the above river (a 
situation that he held above fifteen years), and my mother at that time 
being enaente with me, while staying one night at the mill was suddenly 
siezed with the pains of labour, which terminating happily, it may with 
truth be said, that my surname, borrowed from the river, was not 
inaptly bestowed. 

I had only reached my ninth year, when my unfortunate father was 
charged with administering certain copious but injudicious bleedings 
to the sacks of customeis to the mill ; a lowering system which was 
voted by them to be neither salutaiy nor profitable. He was forth- 
with taken into custody ; when, not being able to deny the iudiscteet 
application of his professional ability, he experienced the usual penalty 
of the law. It is, however, to be hoped that he is p#w leaping the 
ltwaid which ha$ been faithfully promised by the Evangelist to all 
those who have suffered persecution for justice sake ; for they are 
declaied to be in the highest degree fortunate in such their tribulations. 
By this disaster, my poor father being thrown out of employment, joined 
an atm uncut then preparing against the Moors, in the quality gf mule- 
drwer to a gentleman ; and m that expedition, like a loyal servant, he, 
along with his master, finished his life ahd services together. 

My widowed mother, thus beteftof husband aqd of home, dctei mined, 
ih older to acquit c a reputation, to associate herself with people of 
chaiactcr ; she therefore hired a small place in the city, and opened 
an dating-house for the accommodation of the students, adding like- 
wise to her gains* by washing linen for the servants of his Excellency, 
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the Comendador of the older of Magdalena It w is in the eveicise of 
the duties of this Jailer bianch of mdusti> that she became acquaint* d 
with a gioom oi tht stables, a man of < oloui rathei than of chaiac U r 
or fortune. Undei the pretenee of bujmg egg a he would continually 
come to our house, and at last obtained an intimate footing therein 
At fiist, m consequence of his colour and the toughness of his in inners, 
J was frightened it him , but when I iound that oui scanty fucwi 1 
(hanged b> bis visits mto abundance, fgi he always brought bicad 
and meal, and in winter wood foi oui tne, I not only conqueied m> 
ic pu^nance, but even hailed h*s appioach with pit asut c One unpit a 
santncbs attended this intimacy, which was th it my mothu piestnU d 
me with i little bi other, veiy pfeU), though of i d uhish complexion, 
md whom l was obliged to assist m nuising and bunding up 

MaHei s weie not earned on so seuctly, hpwevei, but that some m- 
telligcnre of 7ayde s gallantry reached the ears of the ( omen Wloi s 
majoidonio, who, on enquu*, found a Itrrible defuiciic) in the buk>, 
to say nothing of cm rj combs, blushes and such liht moveables 
which hvd been unaccountably lost , uid it was Iound ilso th it whi n 
nothing bettei offered itself, even the hoisrx wcu in shod hu ll c il e 
of the lion, and all was unluckily tiaeed to n > inotiui foi tlu uppoil 
of m> little hi other 

Unt can haully wonder at a priest o i fuu, thi me obbi 1 m 
pool, the other his convent for tilt sikt of th* u hit inr] do oil 
bcliev eis, when love can stnnuJat* a tool slivc to do the like \11 
this was fully proVed*, foi when tho cine to me, hi i i child as 
1 ms, and fcaiful of the thieats o f p mishmenl, 1 distovctcd to them 
nit 1 kmw of the mattu, even to tho vci\ horseshoes which my 
mother hid rlu< eted mt to sell to tl e firuu Mv pool fuher-m liw 
was soundl) flogged; and his fksh tiel led with diops of s< ildmj fit 
whil< mv mother was forbidden the house of the C omen didor, and 
was tommnwltd, undei lh« soeiesi penalties ntvei to receive /iyde 
into hei piesepce again. Not to mikq jnatteib woise, my mother 
fulfilled the obligation of the sentence, and to avoid dangci, a* well as 
to cscipe fuitlfci scandal, she fngaged hCtself to serve the guests at 
the inn of the Solatia, where, notwithstanding she suficied a thousand 
inconv eniences, she to 1 ear my little brothci As to m> selr r 

I went on ei rands, and endeavoured to make myself as useful as 
posable. 

Abpfct this time a blind man came to lodge at the house, and think- 
ing that I should do very well to }cad hun about, asked my mothei to 
p*frt with me foi that purpose M> mother recommended me sticnoly, 
stating that I was the son of an excellent man who died in battle 
against the enemies of our faith, and I ttusi in God,” added she, 
"that he wiU never make a worse man than was bis fatlui M # SJic 
confided me to Ins care as an orphairboy, and entreated him to use 
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me with kindness. The old man promisecl to receive me, not as a 
servant, but as a spn ; and thus I commenced service with my new 
though blind and aged master. We' remained in Salamanca some 
Io\y days, but my master finding hi^gains in that city to be very 1 
inconsiderable, determined to, seek; greater profits elsewhere. When 
we were ready to depart, ! \vent to tike leave of my mother, who, 
with an abundance* of tears, from Wfii^ T/tOo, could not refrain, gave 
me her blessing, and said, u My smvlhfc may probably be the last* 
time I shall ever "see you. ; * endeavour thea, for my sake to be good, 
and may the Almighty assist yotu/" l have reared you from child- 
hood, and now provide you. with ^ ^^hd ; '^Ster ; look to yourself 
for the future, and farewell. ,r I tfie&ftfeaK to' rejoin my master, who 
was waiting for meata short distanCOv ; \ . 

We left Salamanca, tfnd jhayit>g / ^rji i wed at the bridge, my master 
directed my attention to a& caryed in stone in the form of a 

bull, and desired me to pear it. * When I had placed him 

dose to it, he said, “ Lazarb, if you put ydlirear, close to this bull, you 
will hear an extraordinary noise within” In! the simplicity of, my 
heart, believing it to be as he said, f .put my ear to the stone, when 
the old man gave my head such a violent; thump against it, that I was 
almost bereft of sense, and for three days . after I did not lose the pain 
1 suffered Jfrom the blow. My did master .laughed heartily at the joke : 
“ You rogue,” said he, “you ought to^jubw that a blind man’s boy 
should have more cunning than the vet ydeyil hitnself.” 

It seemed to me as though that moment had,awakefted me from the 
simplicity of childhood, and I said to myself , i( The old man says truly. 

I am .now alone, and if I do not keep a. sharp look out for myself, l 
shall find none to assist me.” We commenced out journey, and in a 
very few days I began to reap the benefit of my master’s instruction. 
As he fourld me an apt scholar, he was much pleased, and would say, 
“I have no silver or gold, to give you ; but, wjiatjs far better, I can 
impart to you the rpstilt qf my experience, which will always enable 
you to live ; fpr he has. endowed, 

me with, ' facfilUbs ^course of my 
Jife.” And Jt verdy^l^e treated the world, he never 


formed a human be 
blind, old master. £1 
Heknew upward^ eff -a fijiadri 
was" pleasing, yLtid th&iigh ; 
over the church>fie|r v ’ 
humble and dhyout ^ 

>vas free from af* : 
apt to practise. 

- Besides thisj 





morS aepth than those of my 
own calling. 
His tone of voice 
all 

cqu^hande was 
i^d.his prayers, 
many are 

"He 
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who had no children j for c those who had expectancy ; for those like- 
wise who were unhappily married, and sought to increase the affection 
of their husbands, .He could also prognosticate truly to ladies whether 
the resn&p/r^ a boy, or Ujjirf ; and with respect 

to the, medicinal sfrt^he t ihat Galen hiri^elf was an 

ignoramus compareH wi|h htoself. Ind^^' Ke acted as though he 
really thought so ; for nobn&eyer Canfo to? consult him, that he did 
°not say without the slightest hesitation, Take this, do that )” and in 
such a manner, that Jbe had, ^ ? ld after him, especially the 

women, who had the utmp^ he told them. 

By these means.his, pgro^ts weij Y^rylcbpsider ahleJ. - He gained more 
in one month, than U.hubdred .i^he^hlin(|;men would in a year. 

With all *ihis,* lio^yey, ip j&y #J tha£ 1 never met with so 

avaricious and so wicl^Van ^ j he allowed me almost 

to die daily of hunger^without trbul?lfog himsfel? about my necessities ; 
and, to say the truth,, if l had. not hdjped myself by means of a ready 
wit and nimble fingers, i.should have pfosed my account, from sheer 
starvation. . ‘ * *’ ’ ' 

No twit h standmgml ntymasiler's astuteness and cunning, I contrived 
so to outwit him, that generally the best half came to my share. But 
to accomplish this, I was 1 obliged td tax my powers of invention to the 
uttermost; Of this I will recpunt a few specimens, although perhaps 
they may not tell .muchf td^pSy-credit The old man was accustomed 
to carry hiS .bread, meat, and i^eir things, in a sort of linen lfnapsack, 
which was closed at the mouth .with an iron ring, and secured also by 
a padlock ; but in adding to his store, or taking from it, he used such 
vigilance, that it was almost a(n impossibility to cheat him of a single 
morsel. However* yvhgn. he haclgiven me my pittance, which I found 
ho difficulty in dispatching \at about two mouthfuls, and closed his 
budget, thinldpg himself perfectly secure from depredation, ! began 
my tactics, ana by means of a dmail rent, which F slyly effected in one 
of the seams of : th&jbag, Fused to help, 

of meat, bacon, t^kipg. carp 4o searn' according 

as opportunity all that I cpuld 

collect *kdut me in 

half farriijtegs '■'$&& 'tf&pn, to pray, and 

they gave Mtn being 

1>Uin^) by which process so 

quick£an nlterati^ pdehed his hands 

they were;ittvabria^^ va|u£. • 

, ^ used to say; 

M been \yfth me they give 

^ me nothing ^ it was not m unusual 

riling |6;be gaid;wifh t^ah farthings; I must 

■-l^lsha]^ wpate, the' bl<f man took care 
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to keep a small jar of wine near him, which was feserved for his own 
especial service; .but I vCry sppn adopted the practice of bestowing 
on thiW favourite j&r sms jfry loving though Stolen embraces. Such 
pleasures were but .s^rt-lived» fpr thl fervency of my attachment 
was soon, ^covered i*J£ &e&cficiency , of the wine Jandthe old man 
afterwards/ to secure his draught, never l&t the jargo without tying it 
to him by the handle.,^ But! Wa| a match fdr h|ih even , there ; for I 
procured a large, .strawy an^ dipping ift into the mouth of the jar, ' 
renewed my intimdey . With>uc| effect, that but a small share was his 
who came after xhe.\ Theold ixhitor %a$ iaotlpng in finding me out; 

1 think he must have heard die ^nk, Fpr he (quickly changed bis plan, 
and placed t;he jar betweeti ^ 'the mouthclosed with 

his hand, and in! MSiMf secure from my 

depredationi/:/^;^ V * 

Being thus deprived of fay ^custdtna^y allowahce from the jar, I was 
ready to die with longhi 4^ of the straw no longer 

available, I took an oppbttdMfy of: boi'tng/a v^ small hole in the 
bottom of the jar ; which 1 closed; very Cleliedtely with wax. At dinner- 
time, when the poor old, D& ’kt' W ^e'fir^ WJtfrthe jar between 
his knees, the heat, slight as it was, melted the little piece of wax with 
which I closed the hole, and I, feigning 't$i tfecold; drew close to the 
fire, and placed my mouth under; such a-manner, . 
that the whole contents of the jar caft^wdiy share. When the old 
boy had finished his mea^'nnd ^o^hf$|d;4egaie 'himself with his 
draught of wine, the deuce, a drop did 41 find,. which so enraged and 
surprised him, that he. thought the deyil himself had been at work ; 
nor could he conceive how it could be. u NoW, uncle, ?* said I, “ don’t 
say that I drank your wine, seeing that you have had your hand on it 
the whole time/’ Blit he was riot satisfied with my declaration of 
innocence, so tuming and twi^ng thfe^ nbout in every ^irection, he 
at last disUoy^M the secret of 

my ingenious cbncCaJe#his?:&ai^very so well, that 

1 had. not the 'detected ; so the 

next day 1 , the coo- 

scquencit»;>^m5^^ ?*** pawiog ' 

began heaven, 

and thy eyes pardyhll^l^le draught. 

■ The , evd-mi|td^;'nld ijmjgimp ta£e his 

, vengeance/* to me, 
bitter jar, and let lt faB d^^dy dUvifiy its. weight by 

giving all the who 

little reckoned on ^Uh a^S^er^tii hiwt '^ietl^thtugaed himself to 
the delicious enjoy the ■ tomcat* ueSeyed in. the crash 

whicli succeeded, that fife fie^yenrwith all , they confined had fallen*. 
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upon lunV -The Wow: was so .tremendous that my senses fairly left 
the^a&xd tife jar ^freaking; cut vmy face. |n majiy places, ' Several pieces 

all my ..teeth, the 


the woundswitK wihewhicb j^had made jnmyface ; and 

would say< ,'tbaVwhich -makes you 

ill v cures you^and ' "gives-:* little witticisms, 

which lieWonid3$t^^ 

When I wAsHiC^Iy cm^d 'W^^jp ; Qi|n^ ;aM bruises^ considering 
that by a effectually g£t 

rid of me, l ,begaln;lo manner get rid of 

him ; however, I resolved should offer of 

effecting my pni^ose -with Safety to my satisfaction 

Altl^gh I ' Jjir adventure, yet the 

continual 4H-tEcn&h^^ subjected, kept 

alive the vindictive it , oiiginally /occasioned ; for now, 

upon th&sfijghte^a^^ he would beat and 

flog me. without person interfered, he im- 

mediately ; jneCo(t|^i^\t1^c ^“tK^jaLr^ prefacing it with ^ome such 
expression as;Apoi& beneyg .the young rpgue; is quite so innocent as 
he looks ; • just li^en, «aA|i thOn say Whether the devil himself would 
ever have had tho eunnmg td;do the like.” Those who listened would 
reply, w Who’ could fraye .thought, th$f so much wickedness could be 
packed in such-#$$M^ jjiould laugh heartily at 

my 4$F* -*h^h* 'him well ; 

he deserved 4t I # ;adv}be,he. persevered 

to the very lotted, 'insure hours 

he did little c1«4* r^t|s;Leonld 

find, and led his hurt- 
ing himself. <* ; ifrmud 

through the was^zxpt Ae 

more, 'Wh^l 3jy head * and 

of-his 

otd“ .trsii ttsnr- * * A/ . 
Vlhat Xinay not. Ifij tire^r§^ :J ^h a h cfeif '^any curious anecdotes of 
fSh^my^rsb ! seryii%^; say 

-at iast^took in Esca- 


loss w..'*- # - 

' From that rogue of 

a nmstcr;‘<cr lUdtr^fc^a jiay wotwds,. I 

'could plainly sqe that he^njby^ihiy ^bi eh^tisbment . ,, He v washed 
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gave me a piece, of adarge sausage to cook, \yhife the sausage was in. 
the roasterbefore the : fire^ W * tepded h^asjsjf with the dripping ; and 
then taking fetchhimsome wine. 

I donfc I^emc^ my 

eyes, but ^da^ I .saw a 

a s ubfif Ifor ■ ufe* * ‘ I/with a raging 

appetite, stfUfurther. sthnuh^ed^'hy f the^i^pti^^theH ^c>f the sausage, 
which 1 kncw fuli f Weii for my share, 

without a thought ji^tched the sausage from the 

roaster while tkd'di&‘h^ money/ andih a twink- 
ling-supplied its place* with? : t&|^^ip.^-C:^ -V c \ 

As l -started for the fire, 

thinking the more Whj$&^^ parsimony, and 

my urgent appetite, had Qin tfyy road for the wine, 

I was not long in dfepatfcfrif^lhe ^^e^ |iand,> when I returned, I 
found v the miserable between two 

slices of bread, -prepariiig^' s?? most delicious 

repast. As lie tut through" tl&^)reaL^ tg take part of 

the sausage, his teeth enco%it^d^e^^ li3^ tu^ip, when the 
truth flashing on. his tone,* 4 * Lazarillo, 
how is this ? * ■? inspect me ? Have 

I not thfe instant returned i wfth^our w tim fc^ ^teebody has been 
here and played this trjck upari^^? * my "hand 

lias been on the roaster all the titpe, that ^s ^lpossib^ to 

swear and forswear mysfelf; as j^ijng innocent of ^fH£sK fraud, but little 
did th$ old m^.crcdit;m^^jn^bW attd^efrf^^'by the head, as 
he possessed askeen a: scent £s:;^ sp^i^^eterndH^ to satisfy him- 
self of the truthf); ‘sp opfen^iginfy inbutt '^fe^n^r^lie'thrust therein 
his ugly #* that tiipe liad in^ 

creased.poi^idn^ ’WithiJjfe, and 

of time 

allowed for of that 

immense' prol e?> s-, *d V to manifest itself, 
that h^dly ^ad t the whole con* 
tents of my to cover 

his fader hardly 

Ba|f ’: were’ my 

was; th£ ragd screams 

attracted son^,^^^I^^y^Jk^J;shQ^^it^^^ye ; escaped 

' 'I escaped •£*&$'- St $ 'the 
few hdirs ^e/tek, and throat 

bearing the marlm.^ L&t>the j^stander* 

%i - V ’■- „ • 
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should compassionate itie* the old mari recounted my exploits to them, 
whicfc^ of laugbt^ that th,e place soon became 


^ , WhUe'tbte a Singular want of wit 

and,keefw®8 -My incapacity, 

but' ^cowardly tai friid%| fftra for wjhtich I could not easily forgive 


myself. It I mM 

the old feUow^n^e, : j^lp-|h&^ 
power, and 
endured 

TbeJnn^epep^^^gl' son^ 
my face andfne^ii^^^^ime f 

costs me more 
days/* * -And 


I^C 0ppp3rtunity, I did not bite off 

my 
I now 

there, now washed 
afforded the 
“ Of a truth, this boy 
£0|Jds wounds than I drink in two 
aerified me and 

l.- 'v-u jj ■»_' ‘ _• a « #■ . 


cured me with ^sraid, “ is fortu- 
nate by wine, j&i^fdc ‘ my face could 

not help laugb«ig^4jt jt«t I was wincfdg 

with the .Smart, not pnly^^^lbes^^ Of his blows. This prophecy 
of the. old ‘man did and oftentimes have I since 

thought of him, and ? v$^^ though in the end I paid 

him' well fdt it; Irttie Awifrj^ ; Jhh then rapped out in jest 

would so turn 01 # V • l /^} : " **/" • 

* Considonngd;^^nj^ies ;l h4d,^sj^in^‘in addition to the ridicule 
to which t\ was^^^prinuah^ t topo^d,.i determined at all hazards to 
leave the old.tj^htgto the following opportunity 

of doing so, { ; raboiit the town to ask alms ; but 

as the weatfet^uid'dut Wft jjWflf : (tm befceath the 


^ * *'. ■ - ' - 1 * ■ ‘I- — *.—'*■ 


?^iif^%etilgl«iapprdached, 

s 


wmatj- which with 
“Vncle, 
ift«e higher, 
“ Thou 
carefulness. 
i|pp^0^in^to'g6e«M% 
((jed-dafe ntyplot. seemed to 
^••^.•j^<awjes, ; .-iEto4 took, him 
J^^: ! s(hmj|'%o«i''whi<:h I oh. 


isthe place where 

l^fciT^istbeakttidwesfc*' i^j£^^^pehttisg down, and t&e old 



L47ARIH0 nr Tnrw r % 37 

man was getting very wet , and whether it was by haste he made to 
avoid it, or, what was more probable* Providence had at that moment 
beguiled him of his usual cunning, that he might the more te&dily tall 
into the snare, and give ine my revenge 4 so it was, that for once he 
believed me,*and said, “ Now place fee direttjy opposite the spot, and 
then jump yourself” I placed him exaotly opposite the pillar, so that 
he could not miss it, and leaping myself, ? took gay position lmtne- 
di itel) behind it, crying out, “ Now, jump with all your force, 

ana you will clear the Waters £had hardly Said the words, when the 
pooi old rogue jumped Up ad nimbly as argent, giving all his strength 
to the leap, and taking a step <*r two backwards by way of impetus, 
which lent him such fence, that instead fcf abghfcbg on soft ground, as 
he supposed, he gave his poet* bald pate such a smash against the 
pillar, that he fell on the pavement without sensd or motion. 

Take that, you unhappy old thief,* Said I, “ and lemembei the 
sausage then leaving him to the rare of fine people who began to 
gather around, I took to my betels as swiftly ah possible through the 
town gates, and before night reached Torrljos. What became of the 
old man afterwards I don’t know, and neither did X ever give myself 
any pains to enquire. 


j. 


HOW LAZARO ENTERED INTO THE SERVICE OF A PRlTSl, A NO 
WHAT KNSUBty 

The next day, not considering myself quite safe where I was, I went 
to a place called Maqueda* whom* a$ it were m punishment of my evil 
deeds, I fell in with a certain spriest I accosted him for alms, when 
he enquired whether I knew 'bow & mas^ I answered that 

1 did, w^ieh was true, for the md mao, ^ofsotbstanding* his ill treat- 
ment, taught me many useful things/— and this was one of them 1 he 
priest therefore engaged me on the spot 
1 here is an old pioverb whtqb speaks of getting Out of the frying 
pan mto the fee, which was ktoee&my unhappy case in this qhange of 
masters. The odd blind man* sefcfob an he waa^ seemed an Alexander 
the Great, m point of mtmifcsace* on comparison with this pnest, who 
was, without exception* the most niggardly of all miserable devils I 
have evei met with It seemed as thbngh the meanness of the whole 
world was gathered together m fee wretched person* It would be hard 
to say whether he inherited this dispowttop, m whether hejhad adopted 
it witn his cassock and gown* He had a large old Chest, well secuied 
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by a lock, the key of which he always carried about him, tied to a part 
of his clothing. When the charity bread came from the church, he 
would with his own hands deposit it in the chest, and then cai cfully 
turn the key. w c 

Throughout the whole house there was nothing to eat. Fven the 
sight of such things as we see in Other houses, such as smoked bacon, 
clucse, or bi cad, would have done my heart good, although 1 might 
have been forbidden to taste' them. The only eatable wo had was a 
stiing of onions, and thefee w^ro locked up in a garret. Kvciy fourth 
day I was allowed one; and when T asked for the key to take it, if any- 
one chanced to bo present, he would make a serious matter of it, 
saying, as he gave me the ktyj« a Take it, and return quickly ; fm vhen 
you go to that tempting room, yon never know when to come out of 
it ; speaking as though all the swfeets of Valencia were there, when 
I declare to you, as I said befote, the devil a bit of an> thing was thi 1 i 
Init tlm, string of onions h\fng on a rihil, and of these lxc» k*»pt such an 
account, that if my uhlucky stars bad tempted me to take more than 
iny allowance, it wduid have cost me very dear. 

In the end, I should in fact have died Of hunger, with so little feeling 
did this rcvei end gentleman treat me, although with himself h^ was 
lather more liberal. Five farthings 1 woith of meat was his allowance 
for dinner and supper. It Is true that he divided the broth with me ; 
but ni) bh.uc ot the meat* I might have put in m\ eye mst««id of my 
mouth, and have been none the* worse for it : but sometimes, by go( d 
link, 1 got a litth moiscl of bread, in this pail of the comili) it is 
the custom on Sundays to cat sheeps 1 heads, ami he sent me for one 
that was not to come to more than thiee farthings. When it was 
cooked, he ate all the til-bits, and never left it while a moisel of the 
rm at 1 tin .lined ; but the dry bones he turned over to me saying,— 
“ There, you rogue, eat that ; you arc in rare lu< k ; the Tope himself 
has not .such fare as you. 1 * * God give him as good * M said 1 to 
myself. 

At the end of the three weeks that I remained with him, 1 arrived 
at such an exweme degree of exhaustion, from sheer hunger, that it 
was with diftic ulty I stood On my legs. ! saw clearly that I was in the 
direct road to the grave, unless God and my own wit should help me 
out of it. For the dexteroijs application of my fingers there was no 
opportunity afforded me, seeing there was nothing to practise on ; and 
it th<sse were, I should never have been able to have cheated the priest 
as I did tlic old man, whom f Jod absolve, if by m> means it went ill 
with him after his leap. The old man, though cunning, yet wanting 
sight, gave me now and then a chance ; but as to the priest, never 
had anyone so keen a sight as he. 

When we were at mass, no money came to the plate at the offering 
^thal he did not observe : he had one eye on the people and the* 'other 
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on my fingers. His eyes danced about the money-box as though they 
were quicksilver. When offerings were given, he kept an account, 
and when it was finished, that instant he would take the plate from my 
hand§, and put it off the altar, i was hot able to rob him of a single 
maravede' iff all the time. I liv^with hinv or rather all the time I 
starved with him. ' 1 never fetche^hH?* in? wine from the tavern, but 
the little that was left at chprch he locked up inhis chest, and he 
would make that , serve all th$ syeekv ordetf to excuse all this 

covetousness, he said to P®“^ cs l s ought to 

be very abstemious in theit-food/ think' it a great 

scandal to indulge m viands 4hd da^ t But the cur- 
mudgeon lied most grossly ^funerals, when we 

went to pray, he would f* and like a mou n teban k ; 

arid now I speak offun^r^ Wa$ never 'an enemy 

to the human race but at that unhappy period of . my life, and the 
reason was solely, that on. those a meal of 

victuals. ./V;* - ' A* ; & ‘ /• 

livery day I did hope, nndLeven pray^ihat fipd would be pleased to 
take his own. Whenever ^ tb »administer the sacra- 

ment to the sick, the priest ;W<foldef coui% ; de^ffe all present to join 
in prayef. You may be certain ! was nOtAhelast in these devout 
exercises, and l prayed with all my heart; y thnt the Lord would com- 
passionate the afflicted, not by res^tmg mrd.tp the yanities of life, but 
by relieving him from the sins of this wdrld y^d when any of these 
unfortunates recovered— the Lord forgive me*~in the anguish of my 
heart I wished him a thousand times inperdUioh j.but if lie died, no 
one was more sincere in his blessing? than- rpyself. 

During all the time I was in . this s^rVi^v \yhkh was nearly six 
months, only twenty persons paid the de^t; 6f ^nature, and these I 
verily believe that 4 killed, or rather ^hat^iey m^d^tiy the incessant 
importunity of my parficular praycrs. ^uch; Wa? ^ny extreme suffer- 
ing, as to make me think that the Lorcl^ unhappy 

and languishing conditjort, , vj,s jite^ Jtp-^rv e me life. But 
for my present necessity ther^w^\W - ; M o" the days of 

funerals* I lived weB^ an onion every 

fourth day seemed dqnbly^ha^t so^tbat^l ri>ay truly say, I took 
delight in nothing but de^h, ^^ f h&vg invoked it for 

myself as well ^for q thetsT/ $&&&>;& did not arriv'e, al- 

though continually bpym^g afoot me inJhb' u £l^ffop^ of famirc and 
short commons., , I tfo$ght mfoy times v&y brute of a 

master, but two reflections dis poffeerted mse# the fi^t wasj the doubt 
whether I coold make my;way:by^re^so^ o#'f^ .e^j^m^' weakness to 
which hunger had ; feduc^ se^bJ^^sb^gested, that my 

first master, having donehii best -starve 7 ine, &n<| ,my next having 
succeeded so far in tlie same humfoe Object- as to bring me to the 
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brink of the grave, whether the third might not, by pursuing the same 
course, actually thrust me into it. , - 

These considerations made me now pause, lest, by venturing a step 
further, it would be my certain fate, to be a point lower in foijfune, 
and t^en the world might truly /farewell, Lazaro*” * ; . 

It was. during this itrying .aflUeting time, when, seeing things 
going from bad tp worse, with-it anyone ; to advise with, Lwas pray- 
ing .with all Chrisfjan humibtjr, that I might be released from such 
misery, that one day,. wheti ri ^ wr^ched* miserable, covetous Lliief of 
a master, had gone put, ^n aiig^ W the likencss -of a tinker, knocked 
at the door->for 'hje .was, directed by Providence to 

assume that habit.abd:^ enquired whether I had any- 

thing to mend ? Suddenly a ligh^^ashed upoti me, as though imparted 
by an invisible, said I, “I have unfor- 

tunately lost tbe'My of thls grpat chest, and 'Pm sadly afraid my 
master will beat me^ fplT Gpd^ sake, try if you can fit it, and I will 
reward you.” The atigfejjjc .tinker drew forth a large bunch of keys, 
and began to try the^ while l assisted his endeavours with my feeble 
prayers ; when lo, and Behold 1 when least I thought it, the lid of the 
chest arose, and I ahnbst fancitfd l beheld the divine essence therein 
in the shape of loaves' o£ bread il I have no money,” said I to my 
preserver, ® but give «ie Uieltey and help yourself.” He took some of 
the whitest and best brpad his could findj^and went away well.pleased, 
though not half S6 well a? Jtfy&elf. I refrained from taking any for the 
present, lest the deficiency might be noticed; and contented myself 
with the hope, that* on seeing much in my power, hunger would 
hardly dare to approach t^e. 

My wretched master returned, and It pleased God that the offering 
my angel had been pleas^toaccept, remained undiscovered by him. 
The next day, whefijre^ent v out, I went to my farinaceous paradise, 
and taking.'a loaf ■' between "jjSjr hands and teeth, in a twinkling it 
became invisible ; npi ^getting to jock the treasure, I capered 
about the' house far joy to;.|^k;llaifpy. Miserable life was about to 
change, and fog smne i was as happy as a. king. But 

it was not predefined' .Tpir : gpo^ lhck continue 
long; on the pl^ complaint began to 

shew themselYe^pr vj ; ItebeltK derer in the act of examining 

our chest, thjnipg ^Wi&avesVoyer ‘ and oVer again. Of 

cours^JL dissimplatgd m^; tertpr, b&t It was nQt fpr want of my prayers 
and ifiv<^ti<)h& ;my old master, 

, .After he counting, he said, “ If 

\I weare dEfljp abdiiki «ay that 

' somebpi^ had r'^C^jby h*^ all suspi- 

cion, frW this day % shall count rive loayesV thefe remam now exactly 
; nine and d piece*” •>". * " * , 
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“ May nine curses light upon you, you miserable beggar," said I to 
myself— for his words went like an arrow to my heart, and hunger 
already began to attack me, seeing a return to my former scanty fare 
now inevitable. / . V " 

No soonet* did the pr iestgo thanjf opened the chest to console 

myself even with the sight offbod,apdas I ga^ed onthe nice white 
loaves, a sort of adoration arose withih me; WfiicS; tho sight of such 
tempting morsels could alone inspire/ ^ counted them carefully to 
see, if, perchance,, the curmudgeon* mistaken the number ; but, 
alas! I foundhe was a much better Reckoner ' than I could have 
desired. The utmost I dared" d%was lo beitow bn these objects of 
my affection a- thousand kis$es, / and, ih^tte'niOSt' delicate manner 
possible, to nibble hercan&thte^ With this I 

passed the day, and notc^ ;the former, you niay 

suppose. ' sr * 

Hut as hunger increased, and more so an 'proportion as I had fared 
better the few days previously* I waS redpced tb the last extremity. 
Yet, all I could do was to open and shut thecjtest, and contemplate 
the divine image within. Providences, however, who. does not neglect 
mortals in such an extreme crisis, suggested tb me a slight palliation 
of my present distress. After some consideration, 1 said within my- 
self, “ This chest is very large and old* Sod in fcbme parts, though very 
slightly, is broken. It is not impossible to" suppose that rats may 
have made an entrance, and gnawed the Wead. To take a whole loaf 
would not be wise, seeing that it would bb missed by my most liberal 
master; but the other plan he shall certainly have the benefit of.’’ Then 
I began to pick the loaves, on some table-cloths which were, there, not 
of the most costly sort, taking one loaf and Ieavihganother, so that in 
the end, I made up a tolerable supply .of Crifrhbsywhich I ate like so 
many sugar plums ; and with that I in some measure con soled myself 
and contrived to live. v*\V ' 1 ^ * ■“ 

The priest, when he came home andopened the chest, 

behdd with dismay the havoc made ih^ ^tore f but he immediately 
supposed it to have^been oCcasioned by fets/ so well had I imitated 
the style of those depredators. ,Jie examniCd tho'Chest narrowly, and 
discovered the little holes through" whichj the rats might have entered ; 
and calling me, he said, ^ Laiaro^fcok^hat haybe has been made in 
our bread during thbnight.” t seemed vefy mubh astonished, and 
asked “ what it qbukl pp^bly hei? ";.\ ^ What hi$Jdbn^ it / " quota he, 
“ why, rats ; confound no\keeping a&^mg from them." 

1 fared well at dinner, and had no reasbh to . repfintM the trick I 
played, for he pared bff alt thepttces whibh had 

nibbled at, an<vgivitifg them to trie; he said^^^e^eat thdt, xals are 
very clean animals," tri” this manner, adding what 1 thus gained to 
that acquired by the labour of my hands, ofcrathei? my nails, I managed 
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tolerably well, though I little expected it. I was dost toed to receive 
another shock, when I, beheld my miserable: tormentor carefully stop- 
ping up all the holes in the cheat. with Small pieces of wood, which he 
nailed over them, and Which b^de defeance to fuhher depredations. 
“ Oh, Lord I cried invOJuh^ctrily^ ^ tcrWhat distress and ? misforfunes 
arc we unhappy are the plea- 

sures of this our* fmjS§i tory ^xktehce- 3Nd r sooner did I draw some 
little relief from* the ro^sur^fyh^ fortune' suggested, than it is 
snatched away ; thbdoor of consolation 

against me, and m;mf rr^f^ftincs^ T " 

It was thus t tlie 'cardfut workman, 

with abundance i&hing hte< cruel j oh, saying 

with great wijl ' ' change sides, if 

you please, foryput . will be right little 

welcome/' , ; v v ,: . ' 

The moment%e to examine his work, and 

found he had not by' which even a musquito 

could enter. I* bpehw^e d^^t,;ihough;WithOut ‘deriving the smallest 
benefit from- its contents ; my/;ltey 'ws np\v utterly useless ; but as I 
gazed with longing ey# v OU tf&'twq or-threp loaves which my master 
believed to be bitten I Could’ not resist the temptation of 
nibbling a nlbrsel rhd^, thQu^^uching them in the lightest possible 
manner, like an in a friendly assault.* 

Necessity is a- gr&it mzcsfcer,' .and jgeing ™ this strait, I passed 
night and day in dbyfe^ v m^ans to get' out of it. All the rascally 
plans that could'0n^f^p r j^djcxf did hunger suggest to me; 
for it is a saying, anej^a true jis f Can testify, tliat hunger makes 
rogues, and abhnda^^^4>ofc ;^n^ night, when my master slept, of 
which disposition sohbrous testimony, as I was revolv- 

ing in my mind the^bPst tbod^oL ro no w i ug my itttimacy with the con- 
tents of the me, which, l forthwith .put in 

execution. I afo«4^^^rt^^&idr'talt}ji^an old^tjife, whfdv having 
some little glimhteri% ofr • day previous,’ I had left 
for an occasiofc pf - ip thtO chest, and at the part 

which I to* ‘bore^'jiole'.' 'T’lie anti- 1 

quity of the c^Cst"s?^itded for tfie.^ood hadbeco'me 

rotten from so iWifi a $ftprt time 

1 managed-tb disp^-^boie dimensions. I then 

opened the chest^Ci^ Jcttlly^ treated it 

much in the safe to 

my mattress. ; r fr4%;% ? .‘\V ' 

The next d^ a^ woH £piedr^ as well 

as fepgan by the rats at the 

devii chpvit hjieani " said he K -nil the time l t have 

th^re hd^e- never been rats in the house 1 before/* And he 
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might say so with truth ; if ever a house in the kingdom deserved to 
be free from rats, it was his, asthey arc seldom known to visit whore 
there is nothing to eat . He. began again with nails and wood ; but 
when night came, and he slept, ! resumed! iny operations, and rendered 
nugatory aft his ingenuity. ' ■< ;y „ ~ ' s- * 

In this manner we went Qrf ; , the : shut one door, I 

opened another : like tlie >6b .of Fer^pe^ what he spun by day, 1 
unravelled by night ; an din. tl^course*of afow nights the old chest 
was so maltreated, that .4t4gfmstl that was not 

covered with pfeces dnd priest found his 

mechanical -ability o{-n$£aV^;^^^ is in such a 

state, and the wood j£%it*afce nothing of 

it. Thebesl plan^I is of no 

use, is to arm • oujka® rats.” lie then 
borrowed a rat-trap, ind,' bailing #*|w of cheese which he 
begged from the ’ -This was a 

piece of singular good ' hunger needed 

no sauce, yet I did less relish, 

because J added thereto tfee ; w4rap. When in the 

morning hefbuud not Visual, but the bait 

likewise vanished, and thb: frap - \vUh^’%.; : tenant,' fee grew almost 
beside himself. He ran to the iheigKi^E^ hhd asked, of them what 
animal it could possibly, bei<h4 : ^S^S|^hfere&: efcit the very cheese 
out of the trap, and yet escap<^ neighbours agreed 

that it could be no rat that Co$fd ttos;<^r tho b5it, and not remain 
within the trap, and one mord cun^ingi thah. the rest observed,— 
u I remember once seeing a snoia abput ^pur premises, and depend 
on it that is the animal whichy htis this mischief, for it 
could easily pick the hai t frofcthe; tr&p|*®i£tft > entering entirely, 
and thus too it might easily ■ agreed that such 

must b6 the'&ct, whicH^JardiedJmy '|isp£ <ffe5L . 

He how aSl^t every little noise, 

thinking it was thO snate^^ and taking 

a cudgel which he kept^^fei^|k§:^]^ad : forth** purpose, began to 
belabour the poor; tjfet^thc noise might 

frighten the reptilefrdn^ even awoke 

the neighbours' with ; suislb"prw5^^fei;’ could not get a 
single minuted rest, 1 He tdrned mforOuj; of^bed^^ fcoked amongst 
the straw, knd;about-the;fe|^^ o$as - corsteal ed 

anywhere.; for, a$ lie seefe;^arm places, and 

not unfrequehtly ii^ure peofde by:^ipg th£$ i%feed. ...When he came, 
I always pretended;^' would say to 

me in the mornmg, ^l>iLd you . boy? The 
snak^i was about, and f.thipk; t heard him ak your;bed, for they are 
very cold creatures, and loy<5 warmth.* U 1 hope to God he will not. 
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bite me,* returned I, “Yor I am very muc^i afraid* He was so watch- 
ful at night, that, by my faith, the snake cotjlcl hot continue his opera- 
tions as Usual, but in the morning 1 , when the priest was at church, he 
resumed them pretty steadily as;u$ual: Y ' # 

, Looking with dismay at the damage done to his store, atid the little 
redress he was likely, to haVe for .it, tapper priest became quite 
uneasy from fretting and wandered; abcmtall night like a hobgoblin. 
" I began veiy much to fear:, that, tfuriiig one of* these fits of watchful, 
ness, he might discover for security under the 

straw of my bed. /L peculiar to my nature, 

determined in future Safe in my mouth ; 

and this was .aii of ? f or ' ^tiring 4 the time I lived 

with the blind 'man* I .could, retain 

ten or twelve thO;;sl]ghtest incon- 
venience in ariy had iY-rt^^^s^ssed this faculty, X 

should never have had ^ smgjp iarthing of. iny own, for I had neither 
pocket nor bag thatv^ CO^tfnviany search. Every 

night I slept with r^ajr of disco very ; but, 

alas ! when niisfortu^P iV burlo^I^^ C^rivbe of little avail: 

It was decreed, by thy; evif^sfin^ I ought to say, as a 

punishment for my eyii dioihg^ that one hight, when 1 was fast asleep, 
my mouth being soinpwhat qjpen, th^jrkey became placed in such a 
position therein, th&t my jbre&h cami in contact with the ljottow of 
the key, and caused—the worst luck for me. Ir-a loud whistling noise. 
On this my watchful master pricked uphis ears, and ; thought it must 
be the hissing of the ^h^kewbich . hatl dpne him all the damage, and 
certainly he was not altQgc^iier wrodg (n his , conjectures. He arose 
very quietly, with his clukfn-his hahd,.aiid .stealing towards the place 
whence the hissiUg lduftd proceeded,; thlnkipg at once to put an end 
to his enemy, he lifted bis feluhi apd* With all his force discharged such 
a blow on my unfortunate l^d>vthat Jt needed^not another to deprive 
me of all tVe -ttd^was delivered, he 

felt it was no shajte th^b ' had; a$fd[ guessing what He had 
done, called out to yqtl^'pndfeavquring: to recall me to 

_ my Senses. . he felt the blood, 

which was; by ^atjidut tfiyface, and ran 

quickly to prdcuro^h'ghi >r heibuhd me. moaning, yet 

still holding ^dj;jj>artlyvvisible,, being in the 

same^ituatibn* wSitp janf ’ t|e hbise he, had. mistaken for 

Jfop- d£ta3ces;' : UtteijliQiiuof the slayer 
of snakes was and drawing it 

from^my ^ fob bf course the 

wards v^b v 'pr^ Wotio prbyei^and with, 

; f sno fiiiiAjter, - u that thc n rats 
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and the .snakes which have $0 long made war upon me, and devoured 
my substance, are both at last dbcovered.” 

Of what passed for three dSys afterwards, I can give no account ; 
but that wfcich I have related, ! Jny : master recount to those 
who came there' to see toe, the. third day, I 

. began to have some consciousness qf wbat\^4 passing around me, 
and found myselfe5d^ded*0n:my straw, my liead bound up, and 
covered with oifttmeht *■ , 

“ What is the meanirtg^of alarm. The 
heartless priest' replfed, the rats and the 
snaked, Which have condition in which 

1 was, I then time an old 

nurse wounds 

on my head; ; and as 

they found my sens^^vS^:jr%Jpr^d i|^ f aaiticipated but little 

danger, and began- to '^xplorts, while I> 

unhappy-sinner, • 

With all this, however, eat, for I was 
almost dying With ^ or fifteen days 

I was able to rise . not even then 

> without hunger, and'p^/J^'-^e^^^e'4^alter I got up, my 
worthy and trtily irespectaitie* &sterj!t<^k'^^ hantj, add opening the 
door, put me into the, sjjeSty this day look out 

for yourself; wiU ever 

doubt that you have serVbd a f$ittd‘ toatiT but Ibt me, I do not require 
so diligent nor so clever a servant */ ‘ me off, as though 

I was in league withthe EyiTOne^l^^ his house and 

shut the dote ‘ . ' ' : t V''. 


WHAT 


. i, I was 

obliged Hfid p eo pl e ; L. 

gradually made ipgr ,j$ay - pf^iedo/where b^ the 
mercy of God, -I was x V* 

While l l^oaredvunde^^^a^iw^wfeb^i^^s^ne'well-dis- 
posed persons' who n| sooner was I 
recovered, thte, thby s^ ; dp, you f's^a^Iip^^re'? wiiy don’t 
you Seek a master 2*- * On whichithe roply woiftd jisetp my lips, “It is 
very easy to talk^but it i$ hardto ted one;? ; / . ' > 


H,OW . LAZARfc $ jMS^jg^^Py AND 

' 1 ' '> ; i' ',' .*• '\ *“ r ,••’■' 

NoTOiTHSTANDiNdvdie^ea^sl^e["t6 WitBi W reduced 
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In tlite manner I went on, seeking my living from door to door, and 
a mighty.poor living it was, for charity has left us mortals here to take 
a flight to heaven long since, . but one day .1 accidentally encountered 
a certain esquire itv the streets J*c; was of 1 a good appearance,* well 
dressed, and waiked-with an air of ease, and consequence* . As I cast 
my eyes upon Jtii t^oJc- of" me, and said, “Are 

you seeking a paster, /my boyi^ M jr^ie^th# I was! “ Then follow 
me,” said he ; “ you have fhank ybur stajs for this meeting : 

—doubtless you haVe a..]3.etter grace than usual 

this morning.”.. I _ things to. Providence for 

this singular gt*0d tu j utlge from appear- 
ances, here was I ftarfso long desired. J l 

X tvvhW' Iff.** A aaA..... 1 


great part of the city. h As'we gassed fh^jnaf^et/I hoped that he 
would give me a load t<> ,C»rrydiO)^ie ? as^it was' then. about the hour 


be more fortunate in some □ther quatter.” ' 

It was now eleven o'clock^ and’ my master wciat into the cathedral to 
hear prayers, where I likewise followed him.. Here we stayed until the 
whole service was finished and the congregation we*e departed ; and 
then my master left, and proceeded toward $ one of the back streets of 
the city. Never was anybody more delighted than J, lo find my master 
had not condescendcd .to troupe himself about supplying his table, 
concluding, of course, that he was a gentleman whose means enabled 
him to consign to others stick inferior domestic cares r and that on 
our ai rival at hoinewe' should /find everything in order,— an anti- 
cipation of great "delight^to me,and> in; feet, by,' this fime almost 
a matter of necessity;: The clock had /sfrtick , one, when , we arrived 
afa house befer *;■ ' V ^4: throwing his 

% .^sik Open, he dreto opeftedthe 

door. - : S ‘ L \^ ' 


I followed my m^terinto v ijitrahCr^f which was ex- 
tremely da*‘^d ' a, sensation of 


fear in the mind ojTfe stitaS; 


^WftaS^ithin, found it contained 


a seat, laid it thereO^^ffit^-iflcxY seated himself and 

began to ask mb a^a^ty^nf quO^Otfa, as.tp who I was, where I came 
irOm, and ho 1 ca%fe /toHhat city ; tbaU.tfhtch I gaveaniore par- 
ticular accouhtithhn exactly suited me at that ;ti«ft© r for i thought it 
would have Been inu<?h more to the' purpose had he desired me to 
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place the table and serve up the soup, than ask me the questions he 
then did. # . \ ' " , 1 ■ 

With all this, however; f doit^ived-.to give lum a very satisfactory 
account of ni>^elf, dwelling on ihy gd04 audlities,,ahd concealing those 


which were not suifcable to^ 
grow very uneasy, fortwO'tfCL 
appeared, ahd"I begah : tdie ^3 
house I had hot 
belo.w. AU_ I' had 'seS^we ft* 
tabic, — not So ihuchae^fth.bjt 
to remember. liyfoe' 
the i nfluertep qf enchj 
u Jioy, hast thmreS^ T 

“No.Sir.Mrep^'ji 

had the good fortune "tty 
“ Early as it- Was/' » 


/gut- 1/ began now to 
... ( . „ p.nb Signs of dinner 
' sthiee xve .had been in the 
a beingt either above or 
.^SpOfe.eYen a. chair or a 
!;£diad buch good occasion 
%house labouring under 
. - 

i-iny master at last, 
t o’clock when I 


as 


^Vv. ':V' : . . 

v.ar«y as «. was* breakfasted, 

and it is never ftty ^S^; ; manage 

you can till then ; ytHt^IUV hjii-e tHc ,$^ef ajppi&ite for supper.® 

It may be easily St: .sbased^tfeL'^^ mv nmui„_v,;. 


It may be easily my newly-raised 

hopes fcmisficd as rapidjyli^^^ ii^n ; if JwaS not hunger alone 
that caused me to deSpOJt<i/lWt'tb^ perbiuity tiiat Fortune had not yet 
exhausted her full - store already I saw in per- 

spective ^iytrpable^reneiv^,ae^t;^)^tow6<jp over my unhappy 
anticipation, lire epusiderai^ taking an abrupt 

departure from the pridt, arbsi.tlo" iriy renwhtbraJAce—that of felling 
from bad to worse, and 1 beheld if/a.id / ie«tr84 > i jt^ti[J4ed. I could not 
but weep- offer the ibCii^ttS.pfn^^^^inVqrtunW^rcer, and antici- 
pate its rapidly appreacKtng^dt^ j 'yeV^tl^b Cpndealing my emotion 
as well as possible, J^jiid,' "Thirnli; fQpH^r, I am^itot a boy that 

this quality 

have ** ****** whonl 1 
master^ ‘‘sui^ fdy’ th^Isji * ^ J ' 

only for swine,, men of 
1 appetite.” - , “ I, can’-- "■ 


.gnttyfan, returned my 
ftjprjiore';. gormandizing is 
‘“’’'■•'e* little*' to allay their 
— --- r -- f igfrf tyell," quoth I to 
myself'; ; though the 

devil a bit do /Acy find th&;;viifc<«-' oif stJt>Rd4»lfo’!v4ty.pleasant, by 
all that. I ;.ta(wf sKwi,* •>- . 

Sdafittg Mj/’&Jt crtWS UP" 
bread which I-^ni straps I had 

collected In lhy career of ^iri^^^s^'h1»^ lt^gf?;>^d my master, 

« wlutt .are yoa..eatin|[ f** ,; ^ l #e^ |^S^ i5^«l!E^Si , hito the bread. 
He selected from 1 the. thieo [pieces : which-, I h^:the,b.est and largest, 
and .said, “Upon tipjy Jifej but. this>*ecms. exceedingly, nice bread.’' 

“ ^es. Sir,” I replied," it is Very good.”- . “ It really is,” he continued, 
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" where did you get it ? was it made with clean hands, 1 wonder ? ” 
“That T can't answer for," I replied, “but the flavour of it does not 
cOme amiss tome,” . 

“Nor to me either, please Gpd’t" said my poor devil «f a mister ; 
and, having finished his scrutin’y, |ie raised'the bread to his -mouth, 
and ccmmenced.as .fierce an attackf bn it,’ as I quickly did on the 
other. ' •' ' ' ' . ' • 

“By heavens! but thigbreadis'beawtifiil I ’’exclaimed he ; and I, 
beginning to seje Kira#edoi#ed my haste with 

the tmnaind«r,'tK&iijjrM^ first, he would 

have little hesitation hi finished together. 

He then ySrchiidfalien, and entering 

L small chamb^' jdr with a broken 
Having it to. hie, but to support 

my character of abStemihtmess^ I sScfee&fh^lff saying, “-No, Sir. 

I thank you; I'lieveir.drittjtwina^ 

“The contents :df,^ ; ^. n#hu^i^" he said; “it is only 
water!” I took tl^'|f^^;a>fery. -small Staught satisfied me, for 
thirst was one of - the - few* thinj^-'Ttoiii . which I suffered no in- 
convenience. 4 !' V?* ,V ' ‘ ’ 

Thus j we remaiftcfi till higlh; I anticipalthg my supper, and my 
master asking me.fflfny questions. j^ alJ of which. I answered in the 
best manner I was able.. Then.h^jthokirie into the chambef whence 
he had brought thenar of water, apd said, “ Stay here, my boy, and see 
how to make this bed, tsfrom henceforth you.vyilt have this duty." We 
then placed oursclvEs pn'each side of this bed, if such it can be called, 
to make.it; though, little enough* there yeas to make. On some 
benches was,e«#led -a sort of f lltfotth of reeds, on which were- 
placed the clothes, ;whfdt»j from-vyant of washing, were, not the whitest 
in the world, ,The^b%^^thing >y4 ^eto.ia'tbe : & 4 pe of feather- 
bed or 'map.-.ss* < »«t' i |iie Jsageh ■^m^d;ii*;^ ; 4'eTiribs''.bf .a; lean hog, 
through yt ufh ||h^ 'feiy^ totfejupdn, and, the colour of 

it is rather* 

abounds with &#**'*» we can, 

and to-mojteftv ’’’ Being a single man, you 

mJJPt better in 

- Sir, as ribracdount distress 

yourself. 1 -pan .pbsi/n pipPwfhoUf f^’fcfch&o, inconvenience, or 
even more indeed, -l^wbre jiec^safy^ £“¥pfm$ea$» will be all the 
better fof.it, he sm^'fot^Ja^’iiiy dd&itf as I said to-day, 
nothing w thefworldwill iitsUte length of life so much as eating 
little." -'•••' •- -• 
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“ If life is to be purchased on, such terms,” said I %q myself, “I shall 
1 1 ever die, for hitherto I have been obliged to keep this rule, whether I 
will or no,; and, God help f shajl heep it all my long life” 


My master then went to bed^jui 
instead of a p&lpw, add to 

I accordingly did, though ;,th& 

The cancs, of which the bedstea*!' 
were equally prominent, were, ‘ ' 
tinuai and riiost unpleasant *tr 
the privations, 
starving condition, I, do^g^j 
my whole body. ^T' 
crust ,of bread, ah _ 
bitter enemy to' revise, 
unhappy fortunes— 
addition, to my misery,' 
audible expressions, for t 
this night did I pray to ,G 
As the morning appea 
master's clothes, and putting.tJierSI 
very much to hissati^fa ^ ' “ ^ 

said, “ Do you khow jl 
was never* coined that 
blades Antonio ever ,fbrg< 
drawing it from the scabbard. ® 



under his head, 
^ “*■ ^ " bis feet ; whi ch 
I hbpe of sleep. 
flfcSkJj®? bones, which 
a con- 
hay illness, and 
ft Of, my present 
?j j$d of flesh on 
feS^hing but a 
fltdS isin itself a 
myself and my 
Etd wimt was a sore 

FV ***** in 
ay rdast|f f times during 

niy 


^3*ri nnd°liielpi^"him'tn dress, 

v hi s' belt, he 

*'jpf#^4sN^v#r#<Srl The gold 
tr^asure^fme. Of all the 
■' ’ > And then 

ifl " 


-I;, fingers, he 

added; “with this blade I , #on|d $agag| pfVool’V- 

“and I would dt> '*itjh-S#’tee 8 p^w^|: I to myself. 


“ for though they are 
four pound loaf and, devour 
He then shpathgi-F '* 
easy, gentlerpadltif« 
corner of hj& cfddk byejr 
right hand on his^si^ he 
house while I go fhT 
the vessel for watef ; 
runs close by ;t%ugh 
we should be robbed*! 
before you, that Xmay 
He then walked! tip 
stranger would haye-ta 
Arcos, or, at lea$t,tor hi 


,.;of[steel?'X 



to sever a 

/.and, with an 
trowing the 
kpft, placing his 
tQ, see to the 
‘ ‘ gihy absence; 
’privet which 
i; y0tt gq, lest 
{.return 

' **&.//, .. 


^ of 


“ Blessed be the 

gives us the means 7 Cff " 

m aster fc would drc$in but that, h , 

and, although early in the motrtih^, that beM&d also brqikttisied 


fortunes^ 


J a % ;asi$ slept well; 
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well. There are many secrets, my good master, that you know, and 
that -all tl\e world is ignorant of. Who woyjd not be deceived by that 
smiling face and that fine cloak? and whoivould believe that such a 
fine gcntlenism ; Md passed the.v^hole of yesterday without any other 
food than a morsel Of breidFihat hii boy. had carried in Jiis breast for 
a day ami ^rnght?.; T^b^ay washing^ hands'and face, and, for 
want ©fa towel, obllged't<> d*y themvWlth tjbie lining ofhis garments — 
no one woul d ucli Sii ngs ' front the appearance before 
them. Alas ! hoW pi afe? }%&£' who voluntarily suffer 

more for undergo for their 

hop CS ofanh^eaftet^^<^^^^,; *• , 

Thus I niorafeted;^ the 4^ o^^^ho'ur^^ile my master paced 
slowly up 'the lost no time in 

making the tbufv without making 

any fresh discoveryWhatevrer ; or;'-6rtERng;'artything of a more consola- 
tory nature than my dWn gloomy p t ' v; - ' 

f quickly ma^>%Jbed, s«c|S'^p.iS#f^ftd' taking the water jar, 
went with it to - the ; ;Kver: r . master in one of the 

gardens by the rivS; side} in cjoee cdhvferfea^On with two ladies, closely 
veiled, for thesref were ;niatfy wh<* habit of resorting thus 

early in the mOtAingto ‘^joy t'feel^s^jti^ apd to take breakfast with 
some of the gentlemen of the. city, yySo likewise freijuented the spot. 
There he stood between them;, joying softer "things than .Ovid ever 
did; while they, him }toparetitly -so etiamoured, made no 

scruple of hinting their, wish j#Sgrealc(ast,- 'Unfortunately his purse 
was as empty a*hi0£arf was Jail, therefore this attack on his weaker 
position threw -Km Sbtn.ewhat suddeniy into disorder, which became 
evident from hla.conjusien of language, and thilame excuses of which 
he was obliged to avail himself. ; The ladjeswere too well- experienced 
not to perceive, how motors sstodfl/jt was not. long, 

therefore, befor^ekeh^ l^t,for'A'|ififeai;eitelning gallant. 

1 was a \ for want 
of a better break&st, which 

and then rot(Srned4o^«d&t^^ i^ ; m y master^o awa i t ’ 
his ordersrcspeffUtfe • 

1 however 

TXtiMotk came, but 

TWfrflftHster ; and,>as ihsunwortaMp uditinn. 


- W«n •anumwe subdued 

of the lord 

upr^roy tongue, i ; .we»||r^^dii£0 tohouaebeggibg bread. The 

liiy mother’s mjjk ; or 

fttttafyl&t h#vip^ grea^st master i# all Spc^in 3 



5 1 


il is no wonder that 
branches. 

Suffice ittos&y, that.aMu 


lazar ajM m: tqkm^s. 

I was so great an adept in all its various 


. .. toot* charity 

than would save .a safofc;&pdM tyasr wty superiority 

in talent, thh't berore ^f^r^^lb^; . - 

pounds of bread ia my enjpfyf/^ ' A ' ' ^ 
sleeves, arid -in the insid^-O^ ^ 
market, I begged of jeihebfi $. 
me a good-sized piece 
tripe. AVhcn' I got 


and having folded afid bFrfsh 
court-yard. As 
for my absence, but, I 


where 1 had been, to wliich repli^^Sij 
o’clock; but when I 
out, and recommended’0yat^-^^ M: ^ :j 
of this city, that they hav&jj^ ^ 
him the bread and the tr$§pfc 
these delicacies, his £Qun$^$f~' : 
waited dinner for you somCf|i 
liave nevertheless acted yery ;p: 


,\atyay. nearly, four 
I ' " tmore in my 
vfcy the tripe 
itrdIs;who gave 
s ‘ sof boiled 
l% arrived, 
about the 
chide me 
* fi& ! enquired 
dt;hpttie till two 
. ^return* l went 
good people 
uw* 'V^:f : ; then shewed 

■W® '^e sight of 
%gz$hr’ said he, “I 
tfihiShed. - You 
r for it is much 



better to ask, for the loyc of God r ^4 : ,^steair. :|t#ly charge you on 
no account to say yoti live ^i^fg^fsuch probings would not 
exactly redound to nty honour— hnrdly.thiflid there is any 
danger, seeing that I am kqown so‘lhiicitf , ^,i»„cjitir.v‘,‘ < Po hot alarm 
yourself. Sir, on that, head,” said I, as little of 

asking who was my waste?, a# I. of telling 
you young rogue/’ said^'^hhd. With the 
not long have nee4:of such, ..gs^iaijce, thoi 
have been in this' h^us?* jpx^fortfij^r,W ! f' 


are houses, 
whodccitpieij t 
without doublonfe, 
is up, I jtyili Iedye^^h f^ 
seated myself oh the^^nSf 
with thc^ripp ft^bi^r^ 
me askance, ^ 

that tinte^erveti^ih^ 
day . so ^youred ^ t Gai^ 
abundincp, for I toul4y^ + 
them of old, and 
1 began to think ^ether 
my repast, but as 
lest he might takfe jit amiss. 


;or dthe^ sd^ 


at a Wav, then, 
;0^ God, we shall 
n^iist say, since I 
‘Ifei me. There 
£;tbat everyone 


pfected Ayilh and this is, 

^ month 

' * ^ ‘nothing/’ I 

, f ,d my supper 
te alT the time eyed 
sWits/.^eh • at 
^Viden^Md that 
^ * ^'^'’'feofewww 51 




mrM‘ 


perienced 
: tb them, 
nyftehimto 
;fcfe^red 
that t bet 


ifiner might tot'bwkm fest a* 
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be bad/done the day before, particularly as the food was better, and 
my hunger le$?i „My good wishes towards hirti were speedily gratified, 
as they happened to, jur ryrwith hjso;wnhuinbur,for directly I com- 
menced toy , idts&. he fesg^waStipg down the room, and 

•*£> >;;; . .., f 

“ L«in^?'sjd<f lieip remarking the extreme 
grace with ; .I don.’t think I ever saw any- 
one eat .vdth md^ fcftain it is, that an observer 

might bOTefit hy w&,^^^?+ ^ / - v '. ... ' 

“ can only be to your 

extreme amiaWh#Jral Indebted for thi^compliment." Then, 
in order to. gh&'g$ii>-' She d|^feihity^wM^^icnew he longed for, I 
said, « GoQd/^^^;^j^tui»' gwd workmen. This bread is 
most deEciohs/'ihtf ihfe'J^^SS^ so Well cobked and seasoned that 
the smell alone isiMfficieiat ^.tSjhpf ihybhe 
“ Cow-heel, is ft"? * sfaiit he;' ' 

“ It is, Sir,” I rfpiied.:. " V^V^V; f ■ 1 ' 

“Ah,” said he, “"cow's hip'iSdhie Of the most delicate morsels in the 
world; there is nothing'J''^Bi,sd fond of.” * • 

“ Then taste it, Sfr/said f^aind trjf. whether this is as good as you 
have catch;*,.; Hesealbd biihsdf on the bench beside me, and laying 
hands on'the'toWVh^'wlth'^firee . or four pieces of the whitest bread, 
commenced in such good earnest; that ofle might easily see Jiis rations’ 
were not disagreeable to him— grinding every bone as ravenously as 
a greyhound. -* W&fc a.njtce sauce of garlic,” said he, “ this would be 
capital eating” \ : '. Vi . < . 

- “ You eat it iift^.beti^r' shuce than that, my good Sir,” thought I. 

“ By Ueavens,* said he, “ anybody .would think, to see me cat, that 
I had not touched a morsel to-day.” - '"f 

“I wish ! waj^S -suie of good luck is I’m sure of. .that ” said I to 
myself; life a^^jpbe fdrth$ yvater jug, and. 1 g'aveit to him, which, 
by the way,n&^;irire ^rODf'lib had eaten nothing, for it was as full 
as when I bypugktrft front- die river, .jftftw drinld&ig/ we went to* bed 
in the samb gamier, nS^'titC t^ht^wfor^thotjigh ft must "be can* 
fessed-in asnt<iftidhM,'chht^ed:h^U .■ 

Not. tb$f«8 tjfo iphch «h life put 4 Vf'm^koty, I shall only say, 
that in A^-m^jfiwb paesila.-gfeht ior ftftdjky*, hiywonhy master 
ta ¥* n # . i fire^ufepetetf spares, with the . most 

.•hadert.r^ prayed ,> a$>* a jrwased ,’ftoth- siielii -miserable 
^ydeifte , .W^cbs^idY , §in®edi didiigh' With thta difference 
that ? ‘nb¥;(mly.did me, but expected 

that. 1 shotildioaihiain; hint.” " - v .v * 
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With all this, however; I lilted hirfi very much, seeing lte had 
not the ability, to do more,-?-irt:fkct, I nas much more sorry for his 

-r-L- -Sfi* — - *5,. LisDA^\- f Jk r : \ .ta-Jw 


unfortunate cOnditit>n^fea» 
ciencies phic^dme^ 
commons myself, that 
unlucky master. ; But he ^ 
not got, —an excuse Whi 
served before, -Hthbugh # 

see a gentlemanlike 
was hardly wide chotig] 
which Fortune appoi 
to think, that with'aL^ 
suffer privations e^iiatiy Bard to 
found greater satisfaction v ih;Ser^ih 
the reasons I have statecf^;^Vtt* : ^ 
vagance of his pride, which, f* 
abated towards one \vho,.lifee^nr 

^ - 'W-V * 4* tf 


'"'^7 'tSiife , in which his defi* 

bt&l reduced to short 
A 1fc tlvSLTt for my 


. _ ^ Cwfr&t fee has 
^itf^'seoiindrels 1 
?yejry : day } never 
„ though the street 
^^ihguldr way in 
^ my heart, 
tt moment 

*> ■*** ^ poverty, l 

fot the others, for 
^ (my ^as the extra- 
|ugh^ ^gh^76^ heet]L somcwluit 
hces so iftti- 


mately. It seems to me* ; TO w|Veir f > 'that ! pte- pdQrCst;gcnt lefolk are 
always the most proud ; but tSeyr Jkr’tfce thought that 

death knows no distinction* > btl^C-''air v lfcng^ti places the 
commoner in higher ground lived for some 

time in the manner I have relaf^ v^hen ft^pT^hs^d my miserable 
fortune, Which seemed, never me,to envy me 

even my present precarious and unh&pp** 

It appeared that the season in that qi 
to corn 5 therefore it was ordained by the 1 
who subsistedjby alms should quit the city, 

the whip. This law was enforced so rigidly; tt^C bniy four days after 
its promulgation,;! beheld a procession of : md$g^ble wretches who 
were si^rihg the/pen^lty through the city ; a. sight 

which $b. alarmed hxe, itraj;! did not <fare avail myself 

of my accustomed means subsistence. It^^i^^idty tie possible to 
imagine the extreme feo^f'^^sjced-UCed, or the 

Wu>urnful silence Of 


i&d Seen'unfavourable 
fcthat all strangers 
punishment of 


fof two or three 


k^fnoxithfulto eat. 'With 

. ■ , / ■■’Lvi- ' j •_ 


' days we neither 
regard 
living 
hear'] 

out of their pittmu 
served toJ^glfle^ 

I did not* honr^y^ 
my poor master, 

ktiowIedge,never tpheh^;^™^ .w-^y v*« u y« «* 

morsel ever entered Our door*, ^Vh^er- got .'anything to eat 
when he went out, I ?annot detenhme ; .bul f knovr w^'tliat he 
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sallied out every day will* a waist as fine as a greyhound of the best 
breed; and tiie better, as he thought to'eVude suspicion, he would 
take a straw frpm the mattrass, which cguld : eyenvill spare the loss, 
and go swaggering put pfthe hbh§e,^t^fetkg it; ih his # mouth for a 
toothpick I . He conti^ued^^trife^ SE his ill-ftirfune to the unlucky 
house in which AVe' J^f^h^evils We have to bear/' he 

would say, ‘*$£6 att 6^$$$ 'WthV^ you sec, it 

is indeed sad, we are, and, I fear, 

must continue ihonth was past, that 

we might well : V. v * " '* 

It happened one, as X this afilicting 

persecution of hn^^fij^jf d^|^j,^ancc, I know not 
what, nor did 4 1 tldhkl i^^u^, ^m^re, fell into my poor 

masters povcTfy-$&ofe^;pega^^bn M&feejfa srrm of one rial, with 
which he came hoWe as riin^quehl^y>^;though he had brought 
the treasure of , Vpftiec/'sa^ 'iir of extreme satisfac- 
tion and contentment; take this-Providence 

is at last beginning to. smile on tbj&e market, and purchase 

hronH lYlfV’il !mrl luihb ^aumIV iL.' i 1. 


— "*** ^ w t voo/ui»^v, i^u^ur xu wm wreicnea place longer 

than , the end of the month. V^r^ the place,- and lie who laid the 
tii st brick ; by the Lord, since here, not a drop of vine have 

I drunk, nor have-- 1 -tasted :|a'njj§ins£l of meatfrieither have 1 enjoyed 
the smallest conifer^ w^qevetj but, everything has been, as you 
see, miserable and thsmaJ to ,ihe Inst degree. However, go, and 
quickly, for to-dEty'wolfejUrjast'Ukc lords.”. ,'■ 

I look my rial and jiir, and without andtbev word*sct out- on my 
errand with the tttuujstL speed, making towards the market-Aace in the 
most joyous aud ji^t-ljearted mood imaginable. .^iit, alas! what 

enjoymient couM I^tpe^heniny adye^ffirtime'sist prejkmdciatcd 

that the slightest gleamdf- sunshine ! J 

taken by a stona? :.{) wfe making 

good spirits, involving. ih 

ni y money to t^q 'best ; adVanta^aad^ 

Providence for CwourJ-ng my master wi» 
fortune, wfK* r«a#> 

amon^whom-were man* priest^ ^ r»Iiqbt,sdb my l^ror that 

SS *> 

gtve tlrem-roomj Pl^flbhe,,^»masl' Snp- 

decease^ 

^.^**8* Bering in a 

loud voice ate: most pite^itipscte^ai&s. cried! « my 

husband and lord'! Whitte.dro'iHSjt ^.king you? To that 
Able and unhappy dwelling! - To that dark and dismal habita- 



wv v^rvuuviiuvu 

t .wks;sure tobe over- 
I A iiajdj in . extremely 
“ slipuld lay out 
eartidt jhaaks to 
nn^p^cted stroke, of 
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lion! To the house vvhere there is neither eating nor drinking V 9 
Good heavens ! never shall X forget the foment when I heard those 
words; it and earth were 

coming together.- ^ 


exclaimed in an agony- ol 
bearing tins body ! ” ^ 

I rushed, from th^pl^e;^ 
in my fright tlie object'^.p^j 
home. The instant 3f ary|^^ 
and cried out tp^’py. 
help me to defend tt 
impression that ' ^ 
matter, boy ?; $ 

“Oh, master/* 
bringing a dead, bod] 
hoard, the widow dfe ate** r ryp 
master, whither do th^r ^' 

— to the house of'p'&ef, 
neither cat no£^drin^Vt^v^|^®^i 
ing him than 
in no merry humpu^ J^f 
was some time before h|,j 
During this time^ 


F jMw#h. that I am/ I 
throthat they arc 

l ^ferpwd, forgetti ng 
^f'i^peed towards 
i ; ahd bolted it, 
ipfmanucr to 
?hhd with the 
" What is the 
ry?”< 

fte, Jbr they are 
ggjp^*bovc, and C 
husband and 
E^djsmal house ; 
^nse where they 
^^Ih.they be bring- 
Myords, albeit 


w$ 


against it, for ^ 

though still I 1 cotijd notTp^rsdide^l 
bring it in.. When my mS^r v \v^s 
with food, he .said Jo me in/ ' 

Lazaro y according it 
as you did r but g& 
open the door, i 


said ! * “let , 
but he would 
and forced pe “ 
lie dispatched me m 
We dinedftfcft 
and it was Sopue’ti^e 
adventure, thoitgh.il vy? 
whenever it was 
In thisf manner I jiv$d 
master, ih <5 

sibly ha$&' induced hljh' 3 
he was a : strangpf ; on)tJ 

his hot knowing k^n^Wi 

for one day*, when we had^ 




.^ughing, that it 

^dihgmy shoulder 
jS^'Wkh the body ; 
^tfeSt*thcy intended to 
l ? Wfth mirth than 
U is very just, 
r$ghtitt thinking 
and passed on, 
ittlp^longcr, Sir/ 1 
ipay be sure 
£,-.hb opened it, 
hth ftight^ and so 
H *> * \ - 

r.^sr.'but indifferent ; 
§^;efiEcdt' 6f that mis- 

to hiy master 

M 4 )-' , ' 7 

apfjpoer^; * 
?^hat;eould pos- 
knew 

Atlasjt my wis&wa^r gratified ; 

' were conscquenUy in 


good humour, lie told ine 1 a of his history, .He was a native of 
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Old Castile, and had quitted his country, because he had refused to 
salute a neighbouring gentleman of consequence, by taking off his hat 
first, which, according to punctilio, was construed into an insulting 
mark of disrespect. . My ' honourable master Wished to convince me, 
that, ^superior^ l&d an equal 

right to doff his bohneft^S®- /; safil he * tl though I am, as you 

sec, but an EsqUirc;#ii^o«r■L J w , ■thO r '&qunt himself were to meet 


me in the street, 
off, the -hex t 
business, ratbefe$j v 
you see mi hii$ 
estate in hem 
leagues from 


5 hat to me, ajre, and entirely 
to some shop, pretending 
c^f respect. And though 
n country I have an 
Rented,, only sixteen 

— - ^ v ^ IsSiSt two hundred 

thousand mqrayem^;^ be of good size and 

in good repai^ ^I.^hdye.illiwfee^a dpvcCfhyVhiCh if it were taken 


care Of, iyhich i% 4s^npt,y?phld off two hundred young 

birds annually Other tljf^ f possess, which I have relin- 

quished solely ; b$caU|e f ^Uld hot haye th^ slightest imputation cast 
upon my* honouVh^'yi^ji^precc4imc^ to ; 6m who, was in fact no 
better than ; ,^ c% hoping to obtain some 

honourable M ^succeeded so well as I 

could hav^wijhjcsd/)^*^ 1 *■” ■■■■-' 


me ; 


two mont 
twelve or 
was then goingc 
evening. _Bub'ifi ?0 
good pebplecahE; 
had m 'yfet ‘ittC 
being f^arh* of 
neighbours? to';* 
me to re&ait$T 

Eartri«^ 
neigh^jr^ 

and J told „ 

. seeh him^sin 


. ^ Mlh his narrative, giving 
^"ptoceedi ngs by which he had suf- 
v ptheV appearance of an old man and 
land the rent of the house, and the 
“bight' the account, and claimed for 
j L;>ais^Cih a ’.year- ;I think it was about 
&***' ^ courteously, that he 
^d’^otild return in the 
... 3w8 when the 


fered, when he ifes 
woman ; the k ‘ ' * * ‘ 

latter that of t 





H^h them that he 
fcWitfcobtjmy master, and 
^myseff, ; '.J[..went to our 
and. they flowed 


id, enquired, of the 
■ , was-tljere, aii^the^ey 
feSw&d tne-about i|jy master, 
bad not 
of gold - ;t^t that i 
[,wS?b tfiechange,' 


doman^i-TWwent oiX ihe 
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house, and found just is much furnituic is I h i\e lecounted befoic, 
when thc> demanded of me, “What has become of joui mistu’i 
property ? wheic axe his trunks ? and wheic is Ins household luun 
ture ? ” “I’m sure I don’t know/’ I replied* “ Doubtless/’ said tlie> , 
“the piopefty lias been removed during* the night. Sc not Al^ua/il, 
take that boy into custody j he knows whither it has been taken ’ On 
this up came the Algua/il, and seizing me by the collai, said, “ Bov, 
thou ait my prisoner, if thoujreve&l not Svhero thy master hath hid hn» 
effects/ J, as if quite new to thi? sort of thing, expressed the utmost 
suiprise and tea or, and promised to state everything I knew, which 
s< emed a little to disarm hi* anger. u That is right,” exclaimed all, 
“ tell all > ou know, and feat nothing/* ’The man of law seated himself 
at a desk, and desired me to begin. “ Gentlemen/ I continued, “my 
master is m possession of a good stock of houses and an old dovecot ’ 
“ So fax wdl/ ; was the tuply \ “however little yorth, it will meet the 
debt be owes us , xn what part of the city do they lie?” “On his own 
estito, to be suie,” was my aoswci. “Tfiat is all the better, ’ tlic> 
t\cl timed, “and where is his estate?” “In Old Casnlle,” l uplud, 
“ a^> he told me ” Both Alguazil and notary laughed out at hearin 
this, exclaiming, “ Quite enough - quite enough to to\ct >oui claim, 
though it were even, gx eater/* The neighbours who hid githued 
louncl us, now said . “ Gentlemen, this here is a very honest boy , lie 
has not Veen long in ffce *squue’s service, and knows no moic of him 
than docs jour woiskip; the poor little sinner came knocking at out 
doois, and fox chanty’s sake we gave him sqjkrtethmg to cat, altei 
winch he has gone to sleep at bis masters ” 

Seeing that I was innocent, they let me go free $ but the uotaiy and 
the Algu a/il Vow came on the ownexs tor the tkx.es, which gave use to 
no \cry fncndly discussion, and a most hideous dm, the man and 
woman maintained very stoutly that they had neither the will nor I hi 
means to pay them* The others declared they had other business m 
view of more importance ; but I loft them without stopping to sec the 
issue of the affair, though f bcjlcve the unfortunate owner had to piy 
all, and he well deserved to do it, for when he ought to Jhave taken hi > 
ease and pleasure, after dr Ufq of labour, he still went on huing out 
houses to increase his g&lns. 

It was in this way that tny thiid and poorest master took leave of 
me, by which it seems I put, the seel to my bad fortune, winch, while 
exercising its utmost rigour against me, had, ibis sujjgulaufcy m it* rh *+ 
though most domestics are knewirtp mm ^wqy from their masters, it 
was not thus m my ease, inasmuch my master had fairly run away 
fiom me. 
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HOW LAZARO SfcRVKH A FRIAR OF, LA HWCED, AND WHAT 
•' HAPPENKp TCfHlMj'. 


I hah now to. see}* 4 a 



eager indeed in 
a musem cnt. 
convent pot 


I ever had given-; 
a week, so p 
not endure It, , 

took my leave a$k 


business and 
k „ uni bli the rest of the 
jjtfrty thp'fix&t pair of shoes 
' ^^t jiast ljne pinch above 
ftp frtjfr'V in sliort/r could 
»0t wtjrth stating, I 
, , , ’ ' 


HOW 


L- x ; T- * ‘ ' • 


The fifth "jpoy was a Bulcro, or a 
dealer in pnpat impudent and barefaced, 

yet cleverest oyer shall see. He 

practised all .Jtiie r 5n<iSjt subtle inven- 
tions to ■<*>- present his 

credentials’, and ' <L *~ S ^ — ^ * J:J - *- - --- 1 


small presents 
would 
turns. He, 
persons ; wli 

but always , 

To others- agaitw ; ®e^j 
would ,seefh -* A 
that time, 
endeavouj 
K^#jqjnt of , tl 
/an&yvrfyM 

(bought it'ii.fife.-ui 
. On hea.rt'ith' ve*; 

■' .cafled 'on y wished; 




^ he A did, was to send 
'j^?^e^^^by' , which means he 
t his negotia- 

df these 
in Latin, 
hl^iiAtive tongue. 
ir|' j, at least sb it 
a$»vit\\vas not half 
Attended his usual 
but as a regular 
j^phly recount one little 
1 invention* 


uni^^s indigences go off 
. v ^SfPV^aent^for which he 
Bdfttg at his wit’s 


’ f r • Jtf=F » * v, -» / ‘t t tf' T* 1 - , — ’ — %9 " — — — ' 

master’s ef do, he.lnviteid-aU thV'people to tlie shurch the next morn- 
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ing, to take his farewell* Alter supper that evening, he and the 
Alguaxil sat down to enjoy themselves, and jn the course of their 
entertainment, some dispute arose, which increased to very high 
words. 1-lc called the Alguaz$ thief, which the other retorted by 
calling him ftnpostor. On this,< ' a weapon lying 

near, and the Alguazil drew. hts^WO^ ?:^b^sel£. The noise 

was so great, that the heig^boSi^^n the cause, and 

with some difficulty separate^ 'wi) ./Hicy con- 
tinued, however, to revile* 5 ^ by reason 

of the house being ' .Vent;, their rage 

with blows ; the iMiy master was 

an impostor, ahd fhat neighbours 

seeing that* Alguazil to 

another inn, to' prfe\fei) t 'miscb ; | pjj the uproar 

buUidjng, we weatto.jb^ : . , 

In the morning : fiiy yydfcfp ui^<^^io^ach his farewell 

sermon. The people ijbpt%the authenticity 

of the bull, saying that the Alg&zil^ha<f diic^jyex^d it to. them ; and if 
they were indisposed ^ * they were now 

little likely to ascended 

the pulpit, and£pt^(m W the merits 

dulgcnces.rvhich in 

this manner when advan- 
tage of an out discreet manner 

he. addressed the coi^r<*gai$ 0 ^ ; jfear me but one 

word, and listen tO r whb^p^^^ I came here 

with yonder by him, 

I promised to favo^&j& j^akflfc: ' Jhit as my 
conscience f take 

this .oppqgtunifyl|^^ and 

bear witnes»,4f -punishment as 

an impostor,. tjiaL-I 3 % at t all in my 

Many 4u*g pro- 

cecding further^^^hfed but the 

reverend $04 thus 

the Alguazil had 

silent, my masto* more? 

The' devout" ' hWffwlf on his 
knees in the pulpit, and casthig his ad^S ^tid f$ es towards heaven, he 
exclaimed,—" Oh t Lord, to whom nothing tl hidden, thou kndwest 
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the truth, and how cruelly I am calumniated. I forgive all that per- 
sonally concerns me, but. to that which relates to my holy calling I 
cannot be indifferent ; inasmuch as many here may be induced to 
give credit to what has been falsely spoken, to the Injury^ of their own 
souls and of my, holy mission,* I , therefore pray thee, Oh, Lord, to 
vouchsafe by a miracle to ^sheW the $diole truth as to this matter. If 
I deal in falsehood arid imgui^ may the pulpit on which I now kneel 
sink with me spvdn the. earth, so that I may never be 

heard of again,^nd if # whht ^<S said bc^false, and prompted by the 
devil to deprive th^^r^bi pebpfo here * Of the comforts of which I am 
the bearer, let 'fig \au^ /'punished, so that all 

present may be convinced . of&s malice.” / k 

Hardly had my pious 0a$tir finished his prayen when the Alguazil 
fell from the place where he was smudang*, ahcLwitn such a noise that 
the whole church reiounded^With thefall.* His countenance became 
distorted, and he began iq foam at \hc mouth, uttering frightful curses, 
and rolling about jirthe utmost apparent agony At this wonderful 
interposition of Providence; the. clamour became, so great iliatffto on* 
could hear himself speak. /Some were frightened, and crie<^“ Lon , 
Lord, have mercy on/the sinner j” while others said, “It served him 
right for his false testimpny^let him kick and go to the devil ! ” 
Finally, hwever, s6me ihdividyals went to his assistance, tliough 
not without evident^ fCar, ^h4lried td; hold his ^m$ and legs ; but he 
gave them ku<ch %rc^ salutes, dealing liis favours so vigorously and 
dexterously, thafmaby yv^re htucb Hutt, and it inquired at least seven- 
teen men to hold hiin dowri. ■ ’ /' \ 

While this was pvbeeedipgrmy sainted master was on his knees in 
the pulpit, his bands and eyes turned towards heaven, apparently 
filled with ' the dlyirie essence, and utfwf Unconscious of the noises 
and disturbmice a^pund, him, £o he wrapt in his 

heavenly him, “for 

the love of G<^tb"^ ; and 

that, doubtless,-at- hisltfte^^ ^oiijd not prolong his 

sufferings” * ,VV / ■ 

Tlie devout ^fpjt]^d^frpm' a sweet vision, 

lpoked delinquent. 

“ My to-ask a favpur 
for him whorji ;: ' God- '."But as he has com- 
iHiftrfded - may with more con- 
fidence impfee kH *^idvn for pd dared to place 

an ■ obatacfelri;,-^^^ ; Then; descending 

fr cun the p^|>iV-h^.;d^$i^ the sinner* and that 

the devil wfch wht^he^ Cast out. The con- 

jgregatten with pneacobril tl^evV themseWes" On their knees, and com- 
menced in a low voice to repeat the litany ; while’ my master, before 
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he approached the possessed sinner with the cross and holy water 
turning his eyes to heaven till the whites could only, be seen, delivered 
a pious oration, which drew tears frorathe, Cycs of the. hearers. This 
being finished he commanded theholybuHto Uebroaght and placed 
on the head of the Jwsses^^h^ i^a^te^ih'e sinner of an 
Alguazil began* by degrees tt) he was 

restored to consciousness,' he^Sfew M^^a^the:^ of the holy 
commissary, and implored* his. -^hat he 

did ^ excessively 
annoyed at the appearande t^ tj^hdly ma^a™*.. was feaV/ul that he 
Should lose his .purchase his 

indulgences. % pardoned 

him and interchange. kad^ very 

much to Ins comfort, and ; adysn%es '.Grtta^ aow wa^ the dema nd for 
indulgences amongst thtfhjipbM^kJd ^^¥^nt‘mditd]&ual would «© 
from church without one; neither mhn r woln^n hof- child. ' " 

The news soon spread mjd f?ocfefeg , fiwm aH parts 

so that no sermons were netessary in :the chinch tp-cohvinCc them of 
the benefits likely to result to the purchasCTs. -The inn where we 

resided was crowded. with^.^pJiCadts^ and whoever, we went in that 

district, thousands of indigences i^ls^^ut'a Single sermon 
being preached. I- mmd' ; -<Xmfessthat: I/'kfcongst many others was 
deceived at the tu*$, anl<boupfrmy ^ *of ganJi-ity . 

but hearing the memmtmt which i^o»d^0- the holy conunissaw 
and the AlguaziV I began tosuspect tbat dt.ori^toted la the peculiarly 
fertile invention of my ma S tcr ) a nd,ajthpugK^oiing,frotn that moment 
I ceaecdJhtJbe a child of/gracd ; for, larguedwithin myself. “If I 
being an eye^U-nesa.tp'sueb believe .' 
how many more, be imposed 

on by these-^obbcj^v*'. '3J,. v 

I e *pe«e0«d stM^y^^^^^d.,ttnpJ^|B^ad1f,Biture.s. 


ndwtaziUtcr'ii 


L H<W HE 


.1 NEXT I 

met in the great church, con- 

ditioned youth, took nie f<»|hrtit*f fhhrhis seryfc*, and put under my 
care a fine ass, and- Cpor hktt>#ke«%d pitchers along With a whip, 
with ay which I commenced to cry .one of the four ekmenta, namel y, 
pure water* through the city. f 
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•asy.lifc, WwS SS.M 2 X” bwJJ 1 ”> 

thirty more. Such was jhy success 14? tWi« r, rr tout least 
of four **?* Kt the end 

a verygentlemhaUke.ai^ 1 began to cut 

sale 6 f Which Fwas by the 

coat with trimmed sfeeVhs 'and a efoolr’i^ia Ct - °l? f| istmn, a large 
the old fhmoui swordsof Cuellar 'I lfct wl{ b Silk, besides one of 

thus amtyed liifo iS’S SS V&? T° bd,eld myself 

to take care of the 4$S hufeff. for that I hkA /^ <i ' ieS ^ , of my niusl( ' r 
office. ; ' >vn.”*r Ifh ? d 4wo With that particular 
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and entered the /cr^M^fln^VJ^til 1 "^Tdid nrt h™" *° f JUStico ’ 
m it long, inasmuch .as .1 found it a daiiyem^*’ bo ' vcver > r ‘™am 
particularly on one Sight when a party W^Tlfr entl and 
and stoned us, treating my master, whom they killed 1 I- set on 

w^T^, y fy***^* ofthatavithmysei ' i,, < 

With this IthnSw, upt the trade, and conskWinr* • 

Should next live wjth a little more safety and else Lw « hat mode 1 

su P1 >3y my old . ^ it pieced Heaven td cnliSten 4d°« f t0 

much better wayvjmsoipiioh tw f-forgoi altm” ^ pat me into a 

In fact, ^h? d ^’? v 5* , y ^eti customer, 

which is sold inffiaa*" of the wine 

company- who.\^to®ts,’Btoeetrtlon for’ ’ *° y 'hearing those 

the and .publishing to 

almpsi^M 8 fo^^pi ^^ ^^* < y^»^'ntith s p awch.ease, that ‘ 

to 'ftm #-"-" ^ „T / - iipt something 

*gjf(t tW* perceiving^ A****, ^ ^ ^ ^ 



azarulo r>j? To/t.irjjs. 

priest of Salvador, to whom I wk , x> 

obligation Vo me for erW his^e. SJW and wh .°. was under 
me with one of hisown dontestS f ^ h,S Scnse it by uniaV 

would accrue from Patrona ^ c 

l.resermrihe%<m5! ( ^SX^ t ^^ a f pCjSJ! 

and festivals, he is sure to mhke her snmo 'Pticst,.afid on holydays 
lus larder or his wardi»ba%hich renlW^a W id either from 

plight ; and as to house to Wj> us in 'I 

short distance of Jim, ManyigooS^ ^ livc 'Whin a 

own tabic ; but bvil tpn^efr WW bulv knd ^ kcoIeb ^e at his 

reix.ru, as to aU this- being.'donis more om V t- ° Ut aU kir ‘ d * of 

than to myself. God give the wofldrrLiT . . com P J| ment to my wife 
that my wife disturbs herself fn* th ** $>*&<& to tell the truth • n l 

httle barking where they cannot a few tongues, and a 

came one day, and thus addressed me “ i J/°° d l>riest > moreover 
pays attention to the envious remarks of othlT’ fdend > whoever 
-ay it, lest you should heed what thev sav rlcS, W never *nve. I 
to see her old master: it is all kindly meant* y ° ar wife ’ s visits 

that I can promise you. Dream not nf v *^ d your J * ono, «- « safe 

^ ^°T r : »+ b “ «ick to’ 

touched upon this subject, anVeven'dS IP* ° f * y friend * have 

and appeal to all ^ l R £*» 10 cross herself 

under our feet ; after this she burst f Ie would ouen 

out a thousand ^tp a loM weeoin<r * C . 
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grace of Cod, confers on me greater benefit than I can ever deserve. 
I would swear to you, by the Holy Host, she is as good a wife as lives 
within the walls of Toledo ; and let my worst enemy say no, and I will 
fight him on that theme to the death.’' 

All this happened the same year that our victorious Emperor Charles 
made his entry into this celebrated , city of Toledo, and there held his 
court, bringing, with him a Reason of feast and jubilee, of which all 
must have heard* 


LAZARQfa ACCENT OF THE FRIENDSHIP HE FORMED IN TOLEDO 

WITH SOME GERMANS, AND OF WHAT PASSED BETWEEN THEM. 

At this time I had "reached my most prosperous “and palmy 
state.” I was at the top of the ladder, and enjoyed all kind of 
good fortune. Wherever I went I was accompanied by a good as- 
sortment of fruits and other rarities, such as are produced and cried 
in this our favoured land, samples of all which I displayed to view ; 
and thus obtained such a connection, both among natives and 
foreigners, that I found open house wheresoever I chose to direct 
my steps. I was, in short, such a favourite, that, I believe, had I 
wished to kill out of more whim, or chanced to fall into any 

horrible scrape, I should have found everybody upon my side, and 
got clear off by means of noble friends and connections in high life. 
I never left them empty-handed ; they always took frouy me' some of 
the most choice articles in the city— -a city in which we spent so glorious 
a life. When in their Company, they never permitted us to put our 
hands into our pockets or expend the least item, declaring that, both 
on my wife’s account and my own, they should take it as an affront. 
I could not find words to express the pleasure I felt in their society ; 
and not onk/* this — but they crowded our table with every delicacy 
of the season ; so that every day we had a store by us enough to 
last a whole family for a wrek. In this land of plenty I often re- 
called to mind my days of fast and penance, and gave thanks to 
the Lord that things, both in general and in particular, went so well. 

But as the old proverb has it : — 

a 

, / “ Qwcr> bicn te - 

, O se tc irfi <5 se morir\. v 

So indeed it happened td me, for the grand court changed its resi- 
dence^, and though my great friends wished me to go along with 
them, and promised me fine things, .1 bethought me again of the 
old saying, that a u bird in the hand is worth two in the bush,” and 
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so wo took leave of them with many expressions of sorrow and 
regret. 

Of a truth, hacl I not been married I could have gone along with 
them, — so much was their society agreeable to my taste, and their 
life, moreover, being one every way worthy of imitation ; abounding 
in all that is good and- pleasing, and suffering none within its happy 
sphere to feci any wish unsatisfied. 

lint the love of my wife and of my country prevailed ; and I re- 
mained in this city, although well known jto its inhabitants, apart 
from the pleasures of a court and the society of such friends. My 
satisfaction was shortly afterwards increased by the biitli of a 
daughter ; a little beauty, which my wife declared by all the saints 
she believed to be my own. This happy state I now conceived would 
continue ; but fortune soon began to shew another aspect, and a 
fresh scries of miseries and difficulties of every kind followed her 
altered looks, which ended in death, and which it would be too cruel 
and severe a task for me to pretend to recolint. 
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Mateo Aleman was a writer of considerable eminence in the 
reign of Philip II., although the particulars of his life arc few. We 
learn from Nicholas Antonio, that he was a native of Seville, and 
was employed under the government ; but having a distaste for such 
occupation, he threw up his situation, and crossed the sea to Mexico, 
in which city he was some time a resident, and published there, in 
the year 1609, his “ Qrtografia Castellaflaj * likewise a life of San 
Antonio de Padua, with an culogium on the life of that saint, written 
in very good Latin. He was also the author of a Latin dialogue called 
“ Prometheus? in imitation of Lucian. 

Put the work which has gained for him the title of novelist, and 
classed him amongst that school, so humorously and happily con- 
ceived and brought into popular regard by Mendoza, — is his “ Vita 
del Picaro Gusman (V A If ar ache of which that honoured plagiarist, 
Le Sage, knew so well how to avail himself in :\ftcr times, accom- 
modating his literary larceny to the habits and taste of his own 
^v.'iinjtrymen. 

The work has been translated into every European language ; and 
a book well deserves the honour which has, since the year 1599, six 
years before Cervantes gained immortal renown by his Don Quixote, 
preserved its national popularity unimpaired, and which pourtrays 
with the most vivid exactitude, the most pure morality, chastened and 
correct language, and an easy and natural style, the manners of the 
Spanish serviles , the wretched and destitute, an important class in a 
nation so subjected to the privileged orders. He has moreover mixed 
and contrasted the picture with that of the more exclusive orders 
which influenced European society at that period. 

That corruption of literary taste which originated in excessive re- 
finement, had not then shewn itself ; but the work is not free from 
other defects, which may be attributed to the nature of the composi- 
tion, and the age in which it was written. 

Desirous of pourtraying the actual state of things, the author some- 
times represents them worse than they were ; and aiming at the 
familiar and colloquial, he sometimes quits a graceful irony for low 
satire and buffoonery. 



70 


| MATEO ALEMAN. 


But, with all these defects, it ranks higher than any works of the 
class which had been previously written ; and infinitely superior to 
that which appeared from the pen of his imitator, Lopez de Vbeda , 
called “ La Picara Justina ,** a book richly deserving the contempt 
with which it is treated by the critical curate who passes judgment on 
Don Quixote's library. 



GUZMAN D’ALFARACHE’S ADVENTURE 


WITil 


AN INNKEEPER AT CANTILLANA, 


WHEN wc arrived at Cantillana, our companions, whose conversa- 
tion hacl helped to beguile our time on the road, left us to seek their 
respective places of entertainment : and I. then enquired of my friend 
the carrier, where he intended that we should pass the night? O,” 
said he, never fcar ; I know a capital inn, where we shall be well 
treated.” lie then took me to a house, which t afterwards found to 
belong to one of the greatest knaves in the district, where there was 
as little appearance of good cheer as of amusement ; and which, in 
comparison with the place I had left, was at much about the same rale 
of exchange as “ leaping from the frying-pan into the fire*" 

There is an inviolable law in Andalusia, which forbids the breeding 
of inulcs under the heaviest penalties. Nowit Happened, that our 
innkeeper had a little marc, which proved to be with foal ; a result 
"which had been undutifully effected without the knowledge or consent 
of her master. *Whcn the time arrived, as though bent on her owner’s 
ruin, the mare brought forth a mule ; which circumstance howeyer 
was fortunately only known to the innkeeper himself, who had 
placed her in a stable by herself, and had taken the earliest oppor- 
tunity of ascertaining the* result. Frightened to death at the first 
sight of the little animal which seemed born to ruin him, he vowed 
its instant destruction ; but like a provident person of his class, lie 
reflected, that if jiot known the occurrence might yet be turned to his 
advantage. At night, therefore, when everyone was asleep, lie arose 
and^laughtcred the little beast ; but instead of carefully burying the 
carcase, he determined on a more advantageous disposal of it ; so he 
cut it up and put it into pickle. 

It was at this period we arrived at the inn : the evening was not 
far advanced ; so that our host had plenty of time to arrange our beds 
and supper. My companion immediately began to count his gains ; 
but I, worn out with fatigue, threw myself at full length on the floor, 
am 1 was some time before I could stir. My legs and thighs were quite 
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sore, and my feet swollen with riding so far without stirrups ; my 
buttocks were completely scarified ; my sides aching with pain ; my 
whole person, in fact, was more or less injured, and, to crown all, I 
was ravenously hungry. 

When my companion had finished his calculation, turning to me, 
“ Well, friend,” said he, “ what think you of supper ? ” I replied, “that 
I thought it quite time we should have it ; for that it would be neces- 
sary to rise early in the morning if we wished to get to Caculla in good 
time to make our bargains.” We then •called the landlord, and asked 
him if he had anything for supper? 

“ Aye, that I have,” said he, “ and of the best too, 1*11 warrant ye.** 
He seemed to be a bustling, isharp, clever sort of person, and more- 
over such a specious talker, that the knave completely imposed on me. 
I took what lie said in good part, and returned a thousand thanks to 
Providence, that, after such labour and fatigue, and after all my past 
affliction, I was at last fixed in a place, where I should at least be sure 
of good treatment. I am not sure whether I have ever related a story 
of a certain labouring man whom I knew at Olias, a village near 
Toledo. I do not repeat it with any irreverent notion, for I believe I 
am as good a Christian as most people ; — but this labourer was play- 
ing at a game of cards called primera , with some others of his ac- 
quaintance,—* Thanks be to God for this game,” cried the rejoiced 
bumpkin with whom he was playing, “ for he has given me primera? 
“You have not so much occasion to thank him this turn,” returned the 
other, laughing at his own belter luck, “for, praised be his holy name, 
he has given me a flush ? And so it happened with me, as I shall 
presently recount. 

“Pray what have you for supper?” asked my companion, of our 
host. The rogue replied, “ Yesterday I killed a beautiful calf • for not 
having good pasture for the cow, who v'as getting out of flesh, I was 
obliged to kill the calf at eight days old. The veal is all ready and 
untouched, therefore you may choose what part you like best.” On 
hearing this piece of good fortune we thfew up our caps in the air, 
and, forgetting our fatigue, performed a thousand antic tricks for joy 
which having subsided a little, we returned to the subject of the vea 1 
the bare mention of which made my mouth water. We left it to tl 
host to choose for us, trusting to his good taste for our satisfaction 
and presently we saw a clean cloth laid, — some bread, better tfean 
had been accustomed to,— very good wine, and a dish of fresh sala 
This, however, was of little moment to a stomach possessing such 
space as mine, and therefore I reserved my force for the veal ; but as 
Appearances often deceive the best judges, there is no great marvel if 
i hungry man should for once be mistaken. 

The Tuscan reasons avcII, when he warns you never to place confi- 

ence in the promises of women, travellers, or innkeepers, and, least 
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of all, those who praise themselves ; for the greater part of all those, 
he says, are but little scrupulous about the truth. After the salad, 
were brought two small plates, on each of which was placed a small 
piece of roast meat I say small piece, for the cunning rogue was 
aware that abundance would speedily satisfy our appetites, and that 
with a full belly the cheat would be easily detected. As it was, wc ate 
with relish what was set before us ; and finding ourselves still hungry 
desired something more. In regard to rfiy companion, it was not to 
be wondered at, seeing that he was born ampngst savages, of parents 
little better than brutes, and eating everything, as it were, with a 
garlic tooth, for these low people have but little taste to distinguish 
good from bad. There are few of thenf in whom the senses arrive at 
any perfection. Although they see, yet they are blind to what they 
ought to see ; and if they hear, they can never hear rightly. They 
arc like dogs, that devour the meat without tasting; or like the 
ostrich, that can swallow a red-hot horse-shoe. Indeed, wc might 
go a little further, and say, that a double-Soled boot which had seen 
the service of three winters in Madrid, would not come amiss to 
them ; for I swear to you, that I have actually, seen one of these 
fellows, in a fit of hunger, pluck a cap from’ the head of a page, and 
devour it entire ! 

Hut even I, brought up amongst genteel and well-bred people, did 
iot discover the cheat, so great was my hunger. This fact must 
alone plead my excuse, for my appetite was large, too large, for my 
eyes to sec clearly what I was about. The treacherous landlord gave 
his meat sparingly ; it is not surprising, therefore, that, with such 
Render opportunities of judging, the quality of the feast contented 
me. Have yov^ever heard, that no bread comes amiss to a hungry 
man? Then I repeat, that I found it delicious, and left it unwillingly. 
I enquired of the host whether lie had anything more. He asked 
whether we should like some of the brains fried in butter; and we no 
sooner signified our assent^ than they were dressed without loss of 
time. In the interim we were furnished with a little dish of tripe, 
which, not appearing to me to smell very savoury, I lefrno my com- 
panion, who despatched it without further ceremony. I rather rejoiced 
at the avidity with which my companion devoured the tripe, thinking 
that I should have a better share of the brains ; but in this I deceived 
myself ; it did not in the slighest degree impair his capabilities for 
further execution, for on their appearance he set to work again with 
as much good will as though he had not touched a morsel the whole 
day. When they placed the eggs and brains on the table, at the sight 
of the omelet my companion burst out into a violent fit of laughter, at 
which I was not a little amazed, thinking that he intended to spare 
my appetite by recalling to memory my late adventure. The land- 
lord, who had been watching u$ both very narrowly, and was doubtless 
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on thorns to hear what we had to say, hearing this exuberance of 
mirth, which appeared to him so strange and unseasonable, he began 
to be disturbed thinking we suspeGtcd his cheat Not giving himself 
time to consider whether anything else was capable of provoking our 
mirth, and as the guilty man is always afraid of his own 'Shadow, sup- 
posing every movement is against him, and that the very wind will 
make known his delinquency ; so tins poor scoundrel, although har- 
dened in roguery, was this time trembling with apprehension. 

In fact, rogues of ay descriptions 'are generally cowards; like 
thieving dogs, if you only look at them they run away. Our landlord 
was frightened enough, I can tell you, as it was but natural he should 
be, in common with all those who live by similar means. He lost his 
stirrups without knowing how to regain them, saying, “ 1 swear to you 
it is nothing else but veal ; there is no occasion to laugh ; I could 
give you a hundred proofs if necessary.” In saying these words his 
countenance became as red as fire ; the blood seemed ready to start 
from his cheeks, and spaiks to flash from his eyes. My friend, the 
earner, looking up very coolly at this ebullition of the host — “And pray 
what is the matter with you, my friend?” said he, “ no one asked you 
how old you were. Is there any law in this inn to prevent anybody 
from laughing without asking your leave? Or is there anything to 
pay for such a liberty? Just leave people to laugh or cry as they 
please, and attend to your own business. Kor my part, if I could fun 
anything to amuse me at your expense, I am just the sort of man to 
laugh most heartjl\\ As to these eggs, they remind me of some which 
my companion ate at an inn three leagues from this place.” lie 
then recounted the story of my mishap, during which recital, our land- 
lord, relieved from his alarm, did not fail to bless himself heartily, 
exclaiming against the villany of the world, apostrophizing the sacred 
name a thousand times, and lifting up his eyes to heaven with a mo 3 t 
pious fervour, he exclaimed, “ Our lady bless and save us ; did any- 
one ever hear the like ? Bad luck to those who perform their office 
badly, say I ; w and 1 believe he verily mfeant what lie said, the male- 
diction in rso way applying to him ; for although a professed rogue, 
he was as expert at his office as anyone who ever took to the trade. 
He seemed to be quite uneasy at the recital of such scandalous con- 
duct in an innkeeper, exclaiming with the utmost apparent indigna- 
tion, “Why is such a vile inn allowed to continue? How can such 
an infamous woman pass without the chastisement of Providence? 
A barefaced hag, to practise such infamy and the earth not to swallow 
her up ! All innkeepers ought to rise against her, for it is such people 
that bring an honest calling into disrepute. It always seems strange 
how rogues can go on from day to day, and practise the same iniquity 
with impunity, or what the Alguazils can be about to permit it ; but I 
suppose that they will not see whatjs not convenient, as the proverb 
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says , i One man may steal a horse, while another may not look over 
the hedge.’ For my part, I am of opinion, as the proverb says , 1 That 
every little makes mickle/ and therefore, would rather lay by an 
honest penn^ now and then, trusting to the future for a little compe- 
tency, than get rich in a hurry by roguery ” 

I was about to reply to this honest effusion of the host, but he was 
warm and eloquent on the subject of honesty, and onlylxaving slopped 
to take breath, proceeded : Evil to him who acts evilly/ as the 
saying is, is my motto. No, my masters, thanks be to the Virgin 
Mary, that with all my poverty, no one shall be dissatisfied with his 
treatment in my house. Everything here is sold for what it really 
is,— no cat for hare, no old ewe for young mutton. Honesty of con- 
science is what I desire, and a clear countenance before all the world.” 
Here his breath failing, he was obliged to cease, and being tired 
himself, thought he would give us as little labour as possible, by 
bringing us, for our dessert after supper, ( a few walnuts and olives, 
about as big as nuts. We desired our host to let us have, in the 
morning, a little more of the meat for breakfast, which he promised ; 
and looking out for the softest part of the floor, wc spread our 
mattresses, and composed ourselves to sleep. 

When 1 awoke in the morning, if I had placed myself in the middle 
of the Square at Seville, or at the door of my own mother, I question 
whether ! should have been recognized, so covered was I with fleas, 
who appeared to be indemnifying themselves for a year of abstinence, 
on my unfortunate carcass. I arose just as thougli.1 had the measles, 
ho completely was my body covered with the marks of these little 
*'mnin. But fortune was favourable to me in this particular, for what 
with the fatigue of my journey the day before, and having drank 
a little more wine than ordinary, my bed was a perfect paradise, from 
which I should not have risen, had not my companion roused me, by 
suggesting the propriety of having early mass, and reminded me that 
wc had seven good leagues^to travel to our journey’s end. 

It was but just' daylight when we were dressed and ready for our 
breakfast, which was speedily brought us by that paragdn of honest 
innkeepers, our landlord. My companion attacked it with his accus- 
tomed appetite ; every mouthful seemed to him as tender as the breast 
of a turkey, and he praised the meat, as though he had never eaten 
anything so good in bis life. For xny part I was obliged to take its 
excellency solely on his word, and falsely transferred the original sin 
of its parental ass to my want of good taste’. But to speak seriously, 
it was bad, and told plainly of itself it was not veal. It tasted hard 
and unsavoury, and the little I ate at supper, remained still on my 
stomach. Although with some degree of apprehension arid reproval 
fron^ my comrade, yet I could not avoid complaining to the host. 
“ This meat is so tough, and of such little relish, that I declare I can 
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hardly get my teeth into it,” said I. “ Don’t you see,” he replied, 
“that it is fresh, and has not yet taken the salt?” “ It not only wants 
the salt,” remarked the carrier to the host, “but this gentleman has 
been reared on sweetmeats and fresh eggs ; therefore, $11 you could 
bring him he would think hard and unsavoury.” At this reproof I 
shrugged my shoulders and held my tongue, although I was but ill 
satisfied, yet without exactly knowing why. Then I began to recollect 
the prodigious taking of our host the night before, when he swore the 
meat was really veal. This seemed strange ; and, solely because he 
swore to the truth of what he avowed, I thought he jied ; because, in 
common cases, there is no necessity to swear to the truth. I can 
hardly say whether I actually suspected evil ; but, to say the least, my 
opinion of our host was now none of the best. 

I called for the account ; but my companion insisted on paying it : 
therefore, not wishing to disoblige him, conceiving it to be an act of 
pure friendship, I left it to him. I could not help rejoicing inwardly 
at the good feeling of the carrier towards me, paying for everything 
on the road, and allowing me to go free, and hoped from my heart 
that 1 might continue to meet with such obliging persons, who would 
have a like consideration for my youth and slender equipment. And 
because the carrier should not say with respect to me that the infernal 
abode was choked with in grates, seeing that he paid for me, I began 
to think how I could best assist him, and set to work to water his 
asses, untying them from the manger, that they might finish their com 
while they were loading, and rubbing their ears and heads. 

While I was engaged in this employment, I placed my cloak in a 
recess of the wall, when, in the twinkling of an eve, it disappeared, 
without my knowing where or by what means. 1 immediately sus- 
pected that the host or my companion had secreted it for a joke ; 
however, it became past a joke when they declared seriously that they 
knew nothing of it. I was very much astonished ; for, on looking 
towards the door, I saw that it had not been opened, and I knew that 
the host and our two selves were the only occupants of the place. 
Thinking that I must have made a mistake and have left it somewhere 
else, without saying a word more, I began to search the house. As I 
passed from room to room, I happened to look by chance into a small 
back-yard, and there I saw a great quantity of blood on the ground ; 
and, looking further^ I beheld the skin of a young mule stretched out, 
and near it the head, which only wanted the tongue and brains. This 
point confirmed my doubts ; and, while the host was busy, I called my 
companion, and showed him from what larder we had been indebted 
for our breakfast and supper. 

“Now, my friend,” said I, “it appears to me that one does not 
always feed on sweetmeats and fresh eggs. This is the veal which you 
praised with so much gravity, and this the inn where you promised 
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such fine entertainment. What do you think or your landlord now? 
and of the supper and breakfast he has given yoxi ? The honest man 
who never gives cat for hare, or old ewe for young mutton ? The 
worthy who^p utmost desire it is to have a clear countenance before 
the whole world ? ” 

Although I suffered from the discovery, as may easily be imagined 
by anyone who has by chance encountered a similar misfortune, yet I 
could hardly repress a ccrtaip feeling of merriment which the scene 
excited, and which served in some measure to subdue the unpleasant* 
ness of the recollection. 

Thinking that, possessing the secret, I could make my host produce 
my cloak, I took courage and began to call lustily about me. 1 plainly 
challenged him with the theft, and he as resolutely denied it. 1 
threatened to bring the justice to his house, though without saying a 
word of what [ had seen ; but he, seeing that I was a poor boy, 
treated me with the utmost contempt, threatened me with the whip, 
and made use of language peculiar to cowards when they impose on 
persons weaker than themselves. 13ut as the weakest thing will turn 
when trodden on, so, with my slender strength, on a repetition of the 
insult, did I seize on a brick, and hurled it at him with such force, 
that, had he not avoided the blow, I should have had little occasion 
for further justice, liut he escaped me ; and, running quickly into his 
room, sallied from thence with a naked sword. He came against me ; 
and I, already beginning to quake for my life, took up two large 
pebble stones with which the floor was paved^wid stood on my 
defence ; which, when the rascal saw, his courage seemed to be 
checked. 

During this soene, the uproar became so great, that the people of 
the place grew alarmed, and the neighbours came rushing towards us, 
together with the justice and lawyers* Two alcaldes arrived together, 
for the purpose of accommodating both parties ; and the lawyers 
instantly proceeded to business, by endeavouring all in their power to 
incense one party against the other. 

In answer to their enquiries into the matter, I told thedi frankly all 
that had passed with respect to the cloak ; but, taking the magistrates 
aside, I made them, acquainted with the circumstance of our finding 
the mule, and the manner in which we had been treated. These 
worthies wished first to assure themselves of this fact ; but, thinking 
they had time for all things, commenced by ordering the innkeeper to 
prison, who, under the supposition that the charge against him related 
entirely to the cloak, and knowing the little evidence I had respecting 
it, behaved with the utmost effrontery, making it all a matter of jest, 
and disputing with the carrier whether I had ever had one. 

His vaunting was, however, but of short duration ; foreseeing his 
picklc-tubs brought out by my direction, and, after that, the skin and 
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refuse of the mule, he seemed actually petrified with fear ; so much 
so, that, falling on his knees, he confessed his delinquency, without 
attempting to conceal a single circumstance ; thus proving, as I before 
said, that the greatest rogues are always the greatest cowards. 

Fearful of being put to the torture, he then confessed his numerous 
villanies, which, it appeared, were not limited to the plunder of 
passengers at his inn, but occasionally on the highway. I lent an at- 
tentive ear to his confession* hoping th^t some light might have been 
thrown on the disappearance of my cloak ; but in vain — h^ owed me 
too much gootl will to let me be a gainer by his downfall. 

Our honest friend was then sent to prison, and we were detained 
some time to give our evidence against him, after which we were 
allowed to pursue our journey. Wc rejoined our companion of the 
night before, with whom we made merry with our adventure. Coming 
away so quickly, wc forgot to attend mass, which 1 lamented much, 
and it struck me then, as I found it afterwards, that a bad beginning 
has generally an indifferent close. 


OF THE PLEASANT LTFE WKTCtI GUZMAN LED AMONG TUS BRETHREN; 
AND AN ACCOUNT OF HIS JOURNEY TO GAF.TA ; WITH THE 
HISTORY A' CELEBRATED MENDICANT WHO DIED AT 

FLORENCE. 

In spite of the article contained in the tenth statute of the common 
law promulgated concerning the state of mendicity, I considered it 
would be imprudent to make open avowal of the secret I had learnt 
from Corduan for the benefit of all. We nevertheless lived in perfect 
harmony together. In the evenings we used to assemble, some ten or 
twelve of us^and amused ourselves with discussing the different kind 
of new exclamations we had hit upon, to rouse public sympathy in our 
behalf. Such was the skill of a few, that they had invented forms of 
benediction from which they derived considerable profit by the side of 
them to other less ingenious heads than tlieir own ; so great was their 
novelty and efficacy with all classes. 

On every festival we went early in the morning to church, where 
plenary indulgence was always granted us. We placed ourselves in 
the most convenient stations ; we continued there the whole morning ; 
and towards evening we issued forth into the neighbouring villages, 
calling at the country seats and farmhouses on our road. From these 
we usually broughtVway some slices of bacon, bread and cheese, eggs, 
and sometimes old clothes and other articles ; so successfully did we 
\ 
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work upon the charity of the good people. Did a person above the 
common rank happen to make his appearance, wc instantly united in 
setting up a loud lamentation, even at a distance, givinghim time to put 
his hand into his pocket, and vociferating louder and louder the nearer 
he came, so as to compel him in a manner to be charitable. 

If we met a number of good citizens together, and had leisure to 
prepare to accost them in due form, each played his own part,— one 
the blinds another the halt , a third the duihb, a fourth the paralytic , a 
fifth the idiotic, and some with crutches, making altogether a compli- 
cation of human misery and distortion, which, with the most able at 
our head, was sure to penetrate into the pockets even of the callous. 
Could you but have heard the concord of sweet sounds we made at the 
crisis that decided the balance in our favour. We bcseeched the Lord 
to bless them with lovely children,— to return their bounty a hundred 
fold,— and long to preserve their precious health. Not a party of 
pleasure could be got up, not a single festival pass but wc had some 
share in it ; so that however much others expended wc gained by 
them ; and so acute was oirr scent that we could smell the preparation 
for them at an enormous distance. 

In the same way, the mansions of the cardinals, the bishops, and 
ambassadors, with all kind of open houses, were successfully besieged 
and occupied by us. Thus wc might truly be said to possess all, levy- 
ing as wc did a tax upon all, though really having nothing. I know 
not how my comrades felt inclined on receiving charity from the hands 
of a pretty lady ; but, for my part, miserable sinne^when I accosted a 
young creature, enchanting both in face and figure, I looked her 
steadily in the face while I asked with my eyes fixed upon hers. If she 
gave me anything, I caught her hand, pressed it affectionately, and 
imprinted upon it a kiss in the fervour of my gratitude, before she had 
time to withdraw it. Yet so respectfully, or rather, hypocritically was 
this done, that the lady, not being previously alarmed, took the whole 
in good part, as a transport c grateful joy. 

What arc called the pleasures of life,— erroneously supposed to be 
monopolized by the great and the wealthy of this best of worlds,— arc, 
in fact, the chief property of us mendicants, who feel no drawback, but 
taste their flavour with a double relish, without a tithe of their anxiety 
and trouble to obtain them. Had the happy fellows no other privilege 
than that of asking freely, and receiving without the least touch of 
shame or pain, it is such a one as the rest of mankind cannot boast ; 
it we only except monarchs and their royal families, who, without a 
blush, can demand what they please from their good people, while the 
sole difference between them and other beggars is, that they always 
wring out silver and gold even from the poorest people, while we 
require nothing but a mere trifle from the most proud and wealthy. 
There is no condition, therefore, more happy and respectable than 
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that of the mendicant, but all do not know their own happiness : — 
“ beati si sua bona normt.” 

The most part of us, — wholly sunk in the enjoyment of mere animal 
life ; insensible of the true pleasure of living independently, free from 
strife, from all speculative losses, all intrigues of state* elernal busi- 
ness ; in short, from the infernal embarrassment in which the great are 
involved, — to the day of their death have the folly to envy what they 
ought to avoid. The first ftian who embraced our kind of life, must, 
from liis very nature, have been much* better than the great — I mean 
a great philosopher. 

I had been led to think that this noble fraternity was safe from the 
usual shocks of fortune, buf the malicious goddess made them oc- 
casionally feel the effects of her ire, — throwing little stumbling-blocks 
in their way, much like the one I broke my shins over, when on a 
visit at Gacta, whither I had gone out of curiosity, and in the idea that 
a man, already able in the profession, would only need to enter the 
town to feel a revivifying shower of alms poured upon him from all 
sides. No sooner was I there, than, having assumed a new com- 
plexion, I placed myself at the entrance into a church. As luck 
would have it, the governor of the place was then passing, and after 
looking at me very earnestly for a few moments, he gave me alms. A 
number of the natives immediately followed his example, and it acted 
as a continued benediction for me during more than a week ; but there 
is a medium in all things, and I did not observe the golden rule. On 
the next festival ,jmy complexion appearing no longer ingenious 
enough, 1 changed it for a huge,ulcer on my leg, and for this purpose, 
I put in practice one of the choicest secrets given me by Corduan. 

After having put my leg into this elegant case* I took an advan- 
tageous station at the entrance to a well-frequented church. There, 
setting up a sorrowful howl, caused by the new pain I felt from the 
ulcer, I caught the eye of almost everyone that passed. I thought I 
excited the compassion of all who looked on me, but unluckily my 
rubicond complexion, which I h^d neglected to sicken over with white, 
seemed tef give the lie to my lamentations, and might well excite 
suspicion ; but ..good people arc not over suspicious, and I heard the 
golden shower dropping sweetly and plentifully, as they went into the 
house of prayer* In short, I got more than all the rest of my brethren 
put together, and they wished me at the devil, with my ulcer, that 
brought the capital into one bank. 

As the stars at last would have it, there came the governor to hear 
mass at this very church,— surely for my sins,— and he recognized my 
voice m a moment, surveying me intently from head to foot. Yes, it 
was my voice, for elsewhere I was impenetrable ; my whole person 
being disguised m the most effectual manner, with a huge napkin 
rcinna my head, reaching down to my nose. Alas l he was a^nan of 
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strong natural penetration, and suspicious as the devil; for, as lie fixed 
me with his eyes, he seemed to be saying within himself, * For these 
several days past, I have heard, I have seen, this odd-looking fish ; is 
it possible he, has ggt so dreadful an ulcer— all at once ! Let us 
examine a little farther.” “ Friend," he observed, “you seem in a sad 
plight ; your case truly deserves compassion ; come, follow me, I will 
at least give you a shirt to your back.” 

I had the indiscretion to obey, for I suspected nothing. Had I so 
done, spite of all the people at his heels, I voV I would have given 
him the slip, and saved my unfortunate carcase. He had no sooner 
got me safely housed than he assumed a qpld and severe aspect, from 
which I augured nothing pleasant. He then asked me sharply if I 
were not the person he had seen at the door of a church, with 4 com- 
plexion as pale as death ? 1 grew pale enough indeed, at this, and 
lost all presence of mind ; I could not deny it : and when he asked 
me how I had got so speedily cured of my scalded . head, and other 
infirmities, I was still more puzzled than before. “ .Besides,” lie con- 
tinued, “ I cannot comprehend how, with that ruddy complexion of 
thine, thou hast got such a terrible ulcer in the leg.” u My Lord,” 
replied I, quite disconcerted, and trembling every limb, “ [ know 
not how it is, except that it is the will of God.” 

But what was my anxiety, when I heard the governor direct one of 
his messengers to go and call in a surgeon. I saw what was coming, 
and would have made an attempt to save myself, had not the doors 
been already closed upon me. Not a chance Wktf left me ; the 
dreaded surgeon came, he examined my leg ; but with all his ability 
and experience, he would, perhaps, have been deceived, had not the 
cruel governor privately communicated the reasons he had to believe 
me ah impostor. Of course, he had little merit after that, of probing 
the thing to the bottom ; he unbundled it all anew, and putting on a 
knowing face : u I verily believe,” he said, “ the rogue has nothing 
amiss with his leg, any more than I have with my eyes ; I see through 
it ; bring me some warm water ; ” which being done, he proceeded to 
restore it to its natural form and colour. I had not a wordHo say in 
my defence, and held my tongue. 

The governor then ordered me to be presented with a shirt, as he 
had promised, and this was nothing but a most severe flagellation, 
administered by a stout fellow, who laid on at the governor’s special 
order with right good will on my bare carcase. After thirty lashes he 
stopped ; I was dressed by the same surgeon, and told to take myself 
off, spite of my smarting, at double quick time, under a more terrible 
penalty were I again found in the same territories. This advice was 
quite superfluous. 1 hastened from the accursed spot, shrugging up my 
shoulders, and marched as quickly as possible to reach the milder 
government of the Pope. 1 uttered a thousand benedictions at the 
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sight of my well-loved Rome once more ; I frept for joy as I entered 
it, and wished that 1 had arms long cnoflgh to embrace it with the 
devoted love of some returning prodigal son, or happy pilgrim. 

1 rejoined my comrades, and took care not to say g word of the 
new marks of honour I had brought back with me : there would have 
been no end to their raillery, and I should never have heard the last 
of it. I merely said I hac^been making a little excursion to the adja- 
cent villages, but, with the exception ©f Rome, there was no place on 
which our profession dould fairly rely, either fot profit or safety. I 
had, indeed, been a great ass to leave such a city at all. Our plan 
now was, when we had got; some money together, to convert it into 
gold, which we sewed up in our clothes ; and which, old as they were, 
covered wherewithal to buy many a costly suit. It might fairly be 
said of us, indeed, that we were edged with gpld. A few of the more 
experienced veterans among us were like treasure ships, escorted by a 
convoy of other less valuable but not less formidable vessels, armed 
well with cudgels instead of guns. The poor are always avaricious and 
cruel, and they possess these two qualities in a supreme degree. I 
can give a very singular and satisfactory example in the history of one of 
the profession whom I knew ; it is really altogether too curious to omit. 
He was of Genoa, named Pantoloni Castelleto, married at Florence, 
and had a son, whom he proposed to provide for without the usual 
difficulty of labour, or giving the quid pro quo . The villain, knowing 
the suppleness of an infant’s joints, actually broke and distorted them 
in a manner to^svnke a perfect object of the poor little wretch ; though 
you will say, perhaps, this is not very extraordinary in a beggar. To 
be sure, the members of that profession in all nations are subjected to 
this treatment, for the purpose of exciting compassion; but as a 
Genoese,, our Pantoloon had an ambition to excel all his generation 
therein ; he disfigured his own child in so horrible a way, as to reverse 
his whole system, if we except his tongue and his arms. He was 
borne about the streets in a kind of cage, fixed on the back of an ass, 
which the little hunchback guided well enough with his hands. 

If his body, however, were deprived of human shape, his intellect 
seemed proportionably to have grown keener. His wit improved as 
he grew older. In this way, his hits were so hard, and his replies so 
comical and caustic, that he levied upon everyone he met ; his 
humour being seconded by his appearance. This satire upon nature 
and mankind survived withal to his seventy-second year, at which 
period he fell sick, and, feeling his latter end approach, he became 
more serious, sent for a confessor, a clever fellow whom he knew, and, 
having conversed with him upon his affairs, both spiritual and tem- 
poral, he made him call a notary, and dictated his will in the following 
terms istly, I commit my soul to God wfib created it — ifcy body 
to the earth— and wish to be buried in my own parish. 2ndly, I 
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order that my ass shall be sold and the proceeds be applied to defray 
my funeral expenses. As to my pack-saddle, I leave it, as by right, 
to my lord, the grand duke, whom 1 name also for my executor and 
residuary heir. 

The old mehdicant died a few days afterwards, and his will being 
made public, bccatne the general topic of Florence. Having very 
generally possessed the reputation of a sarcastic and eccentric genius, 
it was thought that this last trait of burlesque had been thrown out to 
make us laugh after he was gone ; but the duke thought different : he 
had heard of his habits, and he suspected there was some mystery 
hung about the will. 

To ascertain this, he ordered the pack-%addle which had been left 
him to be brought into his palace, and examined in presence of all 
his court Not a little to their surprise, there tumbled out a lot of 
gold pieces, which continued to shower down till they reached the 
sum of three thousand six" hundred crowns, each of the value of four 
hundred maravedis. It afterwards appeared that it was by the advice 
of the confessor that he had thus disposed of his fortune ; a gift of 
which the grand duke made a most pious use, inasmuch as he applied 
the whole to a charitable foundation — that of saying masses, in per* 
petuity, for the benefit of the testator’s soul 


HOW GUZMAN EXCITED THE COMPASSION OF MV LORD CARDINAL, 
AND WHAT ENSUED* 

Having roused myself early one fine morning, according to custom, 
I went and seated myself at the door of a cardinal, concerning whom 
1 had heard an excellent character, being one of the most charitably 
disposed in Rome. 1 had taken the trouble of getting one 9 f my legs 
swelled, on which, notwithstanding what had passed, was to be seen a 
new ulcer, one that might set at defiance the most penetrating eye or 
probe of a surgeon. I had not this time omitted to have my face as 
pale as death j and thus, filling the air with horrible lamentations 
while I was asking alms, i moved the souls of the different domestics 
who came in and out to take pity upon me ; they gave me something ; 
but I was yet only beating ujnbr game — it was their master I wanted. 
He at length made his appearance— I redoubled my cries and groans 
— 1 writhed in anguish ; — and I then accosted him in these terms 
M Oh ! most noble Christian ; thou friend of Christ and Tiis afflicted 
ones ! Save pity upon me, a poor wretched sinner. Behold me cut 
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down in the flower of my days ; — may your excellency be touched with 
my extreme misery, for the sake of the sufferings of our dear Redeemer.” 
The cardinal, who was really a pious man, stopped ; and, after looking 
at me earnestly, turned to his attendants. “ In the name of Christ, 
take this unhappy being, and bear him into my own apartments ! let 
the rags that cover him be exchanged for fine linen ; put him into a 
good bed— nay into my own — and I will go into another room. I will 
tend on him ; foi in him do I verily see what must have been the 
sufferings of our Savictar.” He was obeyed ; and, oh charity ! how 
didst thou shame those lordly prelates who think Heaven in debt to 
them, if they do but look down on some poor wretch : while my good 
cardinal, not content with wtiat he had done, ordered two surgeons to 
attend, recommending them to do ail in their power to ease my agony, 
and to examine and cure my leg ; after which they should be well 
recompensed. He then, bidding me. be of good cheer, left me, lo 
pursue his affairs ; and the surgeons, to make the best of my case. 
They declared at once that it was useless, and that gangrene had 
already commenced. So seriously did they pronounce this, that, 
though I knew the effect was solely produced by staining my leg with 
a certain herb, I almost felt alarmed for the consequence. They then 
took out their case of instruments, called for a cauldron of hot water, 
for some fine linen, and a poultice. While these were in preparation, 
they questioned me as to the origin of my disoase, how long I had had 
it, &c., &c. ?— moreover, whether I drank wine, and what was my usual 
diet? To these, and to a hundred such interrogatories, I replied not 
a word ; so great was my alarm at the terrific processes that appeared 
lo be going on, in order to restore me to my pristine health and sound- 
ness. I was infinitely perplexed, not knowing tawhat saint to have 
recourse ; for I was apprehensive there might not be a single one 
in heaven inclined to interfere in behalf of so thorough-paced a rascal. 
I recalled to mind the lesson I had so lately been taught at Gaeta, and 
had my misgivings that I might not escape even on such good terms 
as I had done there. The surgeons ranked high in their profession ; 
and, after c having curiously turned round my leg about twenty times, 
retire^ into another room to discuss the result of their observations. 
I remained in a state of horror not to be described ; for it had got into 
my head that they would decide upon amputation ; to learn which I 
crept softly towards the door to listen, fully resolved to reveal the 
imposture in so dreadful an alternative. tL Sir,” said one, “ we may 
consult here for ever, to little purport ; has got St. Anthony’s fire.” 
“ No such thing,” replied the other, “ he has rib more fire in his leg 
than I have in my hand : we might easily remove it in a couple of days ” 
“ You cannot be serious,” said the first speaker. “ By St. Comus, I 
know something ofjulcers ; and here, I maintain it, we havea gapgrene* 
No, no, friend,” replied the second , t( we have no ulcer— we have a 
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rogue to deal with— nothing is the matter with him. I know the whole 
history of his ulcer, and how it was made. It is by no means very 
rare ; for I know the herbs with which the impostor has prepared it, 
and the ingenious method in which they have been applied.” The 
other seemed quite confounded at this assertion ; but, ashamed of 
owning himself a dupe, he persisted in his former opinion : on 
which a pretty warm colloquy would have^ensued, had not the more 
ingenious of the two had the sense to recommend first to examine the 
leg, and to end the dispute afterwards. “ Look a little deeper into the 
matter,” said he, “ and you will seethe fellow's knavery.” “ With all 
my heart. I will confess you are right, v£ien I see there is no ulcer, or 
rather gangrene.” “ That is not enough,” replied his colleague. In 
acknowledging your error, you must also admit I am entitled to at 
least a third more fees than yourself.” " By no means,” retorted the 
other. " I have eyes to detect imposture as well as you ; and I am of 
opinion wc ought to divide the good cardinal's fees fairly between us.” 
The dispute now waxed warm, and rather than give up his point, each 
declared that he would make the cardinal acquainted with the whole 
business. 

In this dilemma I did not hesitate a moment— there was no time to 
lose — escape was impossible. I rushed into the presence of the faculty, 
and threw myself at their feet. With well-dissembled grief I thus 
addressed them “ Alas I my dear sirs, take pity upon an unfortunate 
fellow creature. Think, gentlemen, * homo sum ; nihil humani,' &c. : 
I am mortal like yourselves — you know the hard-hedrtedness of the 
great, and how the poor and forlorn are compelled to assume the most 
horrible shapes in order to soften their hardness ; and in doing this 
what risks and sufferings do we not encounter, and all for so small a 
remuneration. Besides, what advantage will you get by exposing such 
a poor miserable sinner ? You wiH certainly lose your fees, which you 
need not do if you will let ns understand each other. You may rely 
on my discretion ; the fear of consequences will keep me silent, and 
we may each benefit in our respective prpfessions.” 

Upon this the men of physic tagain consulted, and at length came 
to the resolution of pocketing their fees, ** secundum artem.” Being all 
of one mind, we now begged to be ushered into the presence of the 
cardinal, and the surgeons then ordered me to be placed upon a couch, 
at the side of which they made an immense display of chirurgical 
instruments, dressings, *agaiii consulted, and after wrapping my 
leg in a great number of bandages, they desired that I might be put 
into a warm .bed. His excellency, meanwhile, was full of anxiety to 
learn the state of my health, andwhether there were any hopes of 
recovery ? “ My lord,” replied one of the surgeons, " the patient is in a 
deplorable situation, gangrene has already begun ; still, with time and 
care, there is a chance that he might recover, please God, but it will 
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be a long affair.” “ And he is fortunate,” said his coadjutor , u in having 
fallen into our hands ; another day, and he was lost for ever ; but no 
doubt Providence must have directed him to the door of your excel- 
lency.” 

This account seemed to please the cardinal ; it gave him occasion' 
to display the truest Christian charity, and he desired that neither time 
nor skill might be spared* in the endeavour to restore me to health. 
He also directed that I should be supplied with everything ; and the 
surgeons on their part* pledged themselves to do all that art could 
effect, and each of them to pay me a visit at least twice in the day ; it 
being necessary to detect the slightest change that might occur in my 
present condition. They then withdrew, not a little to my consolation ; 
for I could not but regard them while present, in the light of two 
executioners, who might fall upon me at any moment, or publish my 
imposition to the world. So far from this, however, they made me 
keep my apartment for three months, which to me seemed like so many 
ages, so difficult is it to give up the habit of gambling — or begging, 
with the tone of freedom they seem to include. In vain was I daintily 
lodged and fed, like his excellency himself ; the ennui I felt was in- 
tolerable. 1 was incessantly beseeching the doctors to take pity on 
me, and bring the farce to a close, until they were at length compelled 
to yield to my 'importunity. 

They left off dressing my leg, and, on its being reduced to its natural 
size, they acquainted the good cardinal with the fact, who was in 
raptures at the jftiformance, under his auspices, of so great a cure. He 
rewarded them handsomely, and came to congratulate me on the miracu- 
lous event ; and having acquitted myself well in his frequent visits 10 
me, in regard both to my opinions and my principles, he imbibed a real 
kindness for me ; and to give me a farther proof of it, he gave me the 
situation of one of his confidential attendants— a species of honour I 
was too deeply sensible of to be able to refuse. 


HE BECOMES PAGE TO THE LORD CARDINAL, ANI) PLAYS OFF 
SOME CURIOUS JOKES. 

Behold me at once in the character assigned me, of favourite page 
to his eminence, an enormous step in life for me ; though from that 
of rogue to private domestic, with the exception of the livery, there is 
not so great a distance as might be supposed. But to turn me from 
habits of idleness, and living by my wits, was something like tiding to 
make a fish live out of water, for such was my clement. The tavern 
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was my province, — the primum mobile, — the centre on which I moved. 
But here everything seemed to go by clock-work ; order and sobriety 
were general rules ; and I was either employed in showing people up 
and down stairs, or placed sentinel in an ante-room, standing like a 
long-necked heron in a fish-pond, upon one melancholy leg. In short, 
1 was at everybody’s beck and call ; sometimes behind my master’s 
chair, at others behind his carriage ; and# always expected to be in 
twenty different places at oncer without any respite from the first of 
January to the last day of December. w Wrefched slave that I am,” 
I exclaimed , " what boots it to put up with this unhappy life from 
week to week, and year to year.' Alas 1 it will kill me, I must fly for 
it; once I was lacquey to all the world, and now my genius pines 
under a single master. I wear his livery ; and what are my perquisites 
but candles’ ends I Here, too, I run risk ; unhappy Guzman ! should 
I be detected, assuredly I should not escape under fifty lashes ! ” And 
in this way I went on bemoaning my. unfbrtunate condition. Besides 
the candles’ ends, we used occasionally to help ourselves to any of the 
delicacies of the season ; but this required more address than many 
of my companions could lay claim to ; and one day I remember there 
occurred a disagreeable affair in consequence. A fool of a waiter, 
happening to be fond of sweets, laid hands upon some fine honey- 
comb, which he thought he had cunningly hidden in his pocket hand- 
kerchief. The weather was excessively hot ; and the honey was soon 
running down the white stockings of the thief. As his fate would have 
it, the cardinal’s eye came in contact with the phendfnenon, and, sus- 
pecting what was the case, he burst into a violent fit of laughing. “ See, 
my good fellow,” he cried, “ the blood is running down your leg, you 
have wounded yourself, what is it ? ” At this inquiry the attention of 
the whole company was directed the same way ; his fellow-servants 
stared ; and the wretched culprit stood before them with all the 
evidence of detected guilt glowing in his face. Yet too happy had he 
got rid of the affair with thi^ exposure, for he paid far more dear for 
his whistle, so as to make it the bitterest honey he ever tasted. 

The greater part of his companions were a$ little experienced in the 
light-fingered art as himself, while I, agreeably to -my old custom, 
undertook to instruct them, by laying my hands on everything be- 
longing to them, that came in my way.. His eminence, in an adjoin- 
ing cabinet, kept a large box of dried sweets, confectionary, and fruit 
of all kind, to which he was extremely partial. Among other articles, 
he had a choice store of Bergamot pears, Genoese plums, Granada 
melons, Seville lemons, oranges from Placentia, lemons from Murcia, 
cucumbers from Valencia, love-apples from Toledo, peaches from 
Aragon, and raisins from Malaga ; indeed, everything most exquisite 
and alluring were to be found in this fragrant chest. My mouth 
watered every time 1 went near it ; and much. more, when the cardinal 
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oidciod me to take the key and bring him a dish, after he had dined. 
But I longed in vain, for, as if suspecting my object, his eminence took 
taie to be present, while I opened the precious deposit ; — a want of 
confidence which sounded to me like a challenge of skill, and made 
me resolve, if possible, to outwit him, and taste “ the forbidden fruit, ** 
in spite of him. I now thought of nothing but how to accomplish my 
favourite scheme. The bo^ was an cli and a half broad, two and a 
half long, and had a good lock in the. middle. Yet to work I went ; 
and first, I took a flat %tick, which I introduced in a corner of the 
chest, and used as a lever. After this, ftook more of the same kind, 
so as gradually to raise the tpp till I could introduce my little hand, 
and fikh what came nearest to me ; but lest this should appear, I got 
a little hook to draw the fruit from the other side, so as to make an 
even surface. By this plan I became master of this sweet little store- 
house, without keeping a key. 

Unluckily, however, I macks such frequent applications to the same 
treasury, that the deficiency became apparent. The cardinal saw 
enough to make him think — the dilapidations were terrible — and, one 
day, taking a fancy to a beautiful lemon which he remarked the even- 
ing before, it was found to be no longer in esse . Greatly astonished, 
the dignitary called his chief attendants : he wished to know who 
of all had the impertinence to open his sweet-box without his per- 
mission. He charged his major-domo, a priest of a severe, forbidding 
countenance, to make minute inquiry, and let him know the author of 
so bold and wicked an attack. The surly piicst fixed his eye upon 
the pages : he commanded us all instantly to appear in the great hall, 
and to undergo a strict search ; but examinations and threats weio 
alike useless— he was just as wise as before- -the Tmit was already 
eaten. 

The affair blew over ; nothing more was said, but his eminence had 
not foigotten it On my side, too, 1 was on my guard : for three days 
I did not so much as look at the box, though 1 felt such forbearance 
extremely painful to me, I was only reserving my ingenuity for an 
occasion of indulging it with a greater degree of impunity. It pre- 
sented itself, I thought, one day after dinner, when my master was 
engaged in play with some other dignitaries. While thus occupied, I 
concluded I should have full leisure to return to the charge. I glided, 
with my genius all on thd alert, into the secret cabinet ; no one had 
seen me ; I was already in the act of drawing forth some precious 
specimens, when 1 heard a foot approaching quickly ; in my hurry to 
get my hand out, one of my levers gave way, the lid closed, and I re- 
mained Jaiily caught, like a rat in a trap ; when, on looking round, I 
beheld the cardinal at the door, with an expression of malicious 
triumph in his countenance. “ Ah, ah, my friend Guzman," he ex- 
claimed, is you, is it, to whom I am indebted for the loss of my 
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sweetest fruit ? 99 I could not reply ; but the horrible grimaces I made, 
and my excessive vexation at being thus surprised, gave me so ludicrous 
an appearance, that his eminence could not avoid laughing. He then 
called his \gsitors to enjoy the sight, pointing me out as the little 
delinquent he had long been in search of 5 and the whole of them 
appeared to be infinitely amused at my expense, the cardinal declaring, 
that, as it would be long ere 1 appeared iij a similar situation, he must 
make the best of a bad example. He next called his steward, the man 
witlrfhe hard, gloomy countenance, and, pointing me out, ordered me 
to receive five and twenty lashes of the sharpest and severest he could 
give. The cardinal’s guests upon thi| ventured to interfere in my 
behalf ; but all they could do was to get the sentence commuted for 
half the number of lashes, which they agreed I had well merited. 
What was worse, Domine Niccolo, my mortal enemy, was the arm 
fixed upon to inflict the horrible stripes, in his own apartments, and 
acquitted himself so well of the charge intrusted to him, that I felt the 
effects of it for more than a month afterwards. 

But, if he here indulged his ill-will, 1 was determine^ not to be 
bchind-hand with him, and I accomplished my vengeance in the 
following manner. It was then the season for gnats, which could bite 
as well as Master Niccolo, and showed as little respect to his steward- 
ship as to other people. He complained bitterly of their disturbing 
his rest “ Sir,” said I, “ you may be rid of "them whenever you please ; 
in Spain we have an admirable secret for keeping them at a distance, 
and I will communicate it to you if you wish it. ;> ‘Vifou will do me a 
favour,” returned the major-domo, “if you can tell me how to keep 
ihese vile beasts away.” “ Then you have only to hang at the head 
of your bed a las^^bunch of parsley well steeped in vinegar ; the 
gnats will no sooner smell it, than they will all settle upon it, and, the 
next moment, fall down dead* This has always succeeded.” He be- 
lieved me, and was resolved so try the experiment even on the ensuing 
night ; but he never repeated it ; for, instead of killing the vicious 
little devils, it made them ten times more vigorous and alert, and they 
assaulted the unfortunate Messer Niccolo more cruelly than ever ; they 
nearly^ bit his eyes out, and his nose swelled to the size of a pumpkin. 
In his. attempts to keep them off, he smote himself as many blows, 
and almost as hard as he had hit upon my rear, quarters; so that, con* 
sidering the much greater time and torture to which he was subjected, 
I found that l had been well avenged. In the morning I went early 
to his bed side ; his eyes were closed and swelled, his face, hands, and 
neck so well peppered with bites and red blotches, that few of his best 
acquaintance could have recognized him. , He assured me in a 
hoarse voice, for his throat seemed sore also, that, my receipt was 
of m* value whatever. “Then that was owing” I replied, “to your 
not steeping the parsley long enough in vinegar, or perhaps the 
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vinegar was not good ; for it is a fact, that I have tried the same 
means these many nights, and never once knew it to fail.” The 
simple steward thought this was all gospel, and prepared fresh 
bunches, which he allowed to steep in new vinegar foi upwards of 
six hours. The next night he strewed his whole chamber as well as 
his bed with the preparation ; the consequence of which was, that 
the gnats of all the vicinity ?swarmed into the apartment, and he was 
nearly eaten up alive. • - 

The ensuing day he looked more like a leper than a human being ; 
and such were his sufferings and his rage, that he would assuredly 
have immolated me to the nwnes of his departed peace had he en- 
countered me alone. 

I was, in fact, compelled to throw myself upon the consideration of 
the cardinal, who called us both into his presence, and after giving me 
a severe rebuke, -cautioned Messer Niccolo, with a smile against pro- 
ceeding to extremities ; and insisted, like an excellent Christian, upon 
our keeping the peace. Yet why, Guzman,” he concluded, 44 have 
you played off such a wicked trick upon this good man ; what demon 
instigated you ? • “ The demon of twelve lashes, my Lord,” replied I, 
44 and not only of twelve, as he had orders from you to do, but of more 
than twenty, which he gave me out of his own good will. I have only 
returned him what he lent with interest.” In this way did the affair 
blow over. However, I was no longer a page of the chamber ; I was 
degraded from my rank, and driven to serve among the menials of 
the establishmenV. ' Still I did not despair : the chamberlain was a 
man of honour, and could see to reward merit, though a little over 
scrupulous, and even visionary in his notions. He had some poor 
relatives, whom he used to assist with at least h^K* 8f his salary ; and 
sometimes he went to dine or sup with them ; a circumstance which 
afforded the old major-domo a subject of mirth and raillery before the 
other officers of the household, and even in the presence of his 
eminence. • * 

One evening, the chamberlain, having returned from a visit to his 
relations, rather indisposed, went to repose himself in his own room. 
The cardinal, seeing him absent at supper, made inquiries respecting 
him*; in answer to which, he was informed that the good chamberlain 
was indisposed. 44 What is the matter with him ; go Instantly and 
bring me back word,*' said the cardial 1 " he must not be neglected.” 
The messenger soon returned with aft answer, that the patient’s com- 
plaint was so trivial as only to require little rest to restore him to 
health. All was so far well, had it ndt been for the malice borne the 
poor man by Messer Niccolo, who, having learnt the next morning 
that he found himself much better, yet failed to make his appearance, 
Was resolved to rouse him. With this view he disguised one Of the 
pgges, who was in his confidence, in women’s clothes, and directed 
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him to conceal himself in a recess of the chamberlain's apartments ; 
in which he succeeded without the occupant’s knowledge. Mean- 
while, the cardinal inquired after the health of his chamberlain, to 
which Mcsstr Niccolo replied, M My Lord, I am informed that he has 
had but a poor night, but that he is now better." The cardinal, who 
was truly attached to all who surrounded him, said he would go and 
make a visit to the patient, and the major-domo forthwith ordered 
him to be awakened, and made acquainted with the honour which his 
excellency had, in store for him. . * * 

The cardinal accordingly entered the chamber, and took his station 
by the side of the patient’s bed ; but in the saine moment, what was 
his surprise, to behold a lady issue from her place of concealment, 
and, with evident marks of embarrassment, run across the room, as if 
eager to avoid the dignitary’s presence. M I am lost ! I am ruined ! ” 
she exclaimed, as. she made her escape. "What will his excellency 
think of me?” Not in the least prepared for such a scene, and 
believing his chamberlain to be little worse than a saint, the good 
cardinal was at a loss to express his horror and astonishment ; while 
the patient, as if he had set eyes on some terrific vision, cried out to 
all the saints to protect him, for that the great devil, as in the case of 
St. Anthony, had assuredly cast out his snare for him. Such was his 
agitation, that he had nearly leaped out of bed in presence of the good 
cardinal, in order to effect his escape from the polluted spot. The 
rest of the domestics had, by this time, gathered round, and being in 
possession of the secret, could not conceal their extfeme mirth on the 
occasion, which led to the discovery of the plot ; for his excellency, 
•taking compassion on the unhappy man, charged the parties present 
with an attempt him into disrepute ; and assuring him that 

he saw through the whole scheme, bade him good cheer ; and with a 
smile he could not conceal, took his leave of us. 

This occurred just at the moment I was returning from the dis- 
charge of a commission, with which I had been entrusted early in the 
morning. 1 found the good chamberlain still looking dejected and 
unhappy, on which X entreated him to acquaint me with the cause of 
his trouble. He told me all ; at the same time more than insinuating 
his conjecture of the author — no other than Messer Niccolo himself. 
“ It is so, my dear Guzman,” he replied, to my condolence ; u an$ I 
would give either my last eye, or my tooth, to bring 'it home to him, 
and avenge myself on his extreme duplicity and baseness. To do 
this, I am in need of your advice : a master of the art, like you, will 
enable me, after what you have done, to give him a good Roland for 
his Oliver.” u Why truly,” replied I, "if I were in your place, I 
would not sit down quietly under the insult ; he should never get ab- 
solutfbn for such a piece of indecent wickedness as that ; no, he 
should do penance for it to the last day he had to live. He is my 
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superior, I know ; and I have no business to meddle in the affairs of 
those above me. To be sure, I was pardoned for taking vengeance on 
the same gentleman, because it is natural for even the least animals to 
turn and sting the foot that tramples on them ; and he h^l, moreover, 
treated me in the most brutal and shocking manner. But here 1 dare 
not interfere.” 

It was in vain, however, { represented my inability and disinclina- 
tion to enter into the question ; his repeated intreatics, and the friend- 
ship I felt for him, added to my dislike of Messer Niccolo, to say 
nothing of my natural love of mischief, had too powerful a hold upon 
me ; and I gave him my handj “ Rely upon me,” I observed ; “ I will- 
put my best foot foremost in this affair, and redeem the good opinion 
you seem to entertain of me. But you must be most cautious not to 
let him suspect anything ; be on the same friendly footing with him as 
before, — he must not know we are acquainted with the author of the 
bitter jest, for that would spoil all.” He promised compliance ; and, 
in fact, played his part so well, that not a single soul of the establish- 
ment imagined what was going forward. Everybody thought, from 
his easy manner, that he had ceased even to remember the occurrence 
at all. 

Meanwhile, the scheme I had in view was secretly approaching to - 
maturity. I bought the ingredients I wanted ; namely, powdered 
rosin, mastic, and incense. I mixed it all together, and put it, 
wrapped in a paper, in my pocket, to be ready at any moment. Nor 
was it long before an opportunity offered. One day, as the post was 
on the point of setting out for Spain, and the cardinal's head man 
mightily engaged, I entered early in the morning- into his quarters, • 
and found his valet waiting in his dressing-room. Jtf ^Fricnd Giacomo,” 

I observed, “ I am going to breakfast ; I have got a nice ham, bread, 
honey, &c., all I want to add is a bottie of wine ; if you can provide 
one and come and partake, well ; if not, I must seek one who will.” 

“ Go no farther,” replied my friend, u you have found yoijr man,— I 
will get a bottle of excellent wine,*— stop where you are ; I will be with 
you in a moment.” He went ; and looking about for what I wanted,— 
being left master of the wardrobe, — I saw a pair of inexpressibles, in 
which lie was accustomed to wait on state occasions. Turning them 
inside out, I gave them a good sprinkling with the powder I had 
i^-ught with me, after which I carefully replaced them in the sanie 
Giacomo returned with the wine ; but we had hardly begun 
t, when his master called him to dress, and kept him so long 
; ng him, Jthat I was obliged to empty the whole bottle by 
'tient expectation, at the same time, of hearing something 
of my powder. 

effect during a dinner, to which a great number of 
* °d. It was in the middle of summer ; the heat 



GUZMAN D'ALFARACITE , . 


93 

was frightful, and Messer Niccolo was busy in the hall superintending 
the other domestics. I observed by his gestures that he was far from 
being quite at his ease, though for the life of him he dare not give 
expression to the extreme irritation he suffered. He knew not how to 
move, or how to look ; and, as fate would have it, the more he stirred 
the greater became his torment. 

The tenacious powder, coming to still closer contact, at last irritated 
him to such a degree, that he* stood like some wretch under a severe 
bastinado of nettle-rods, or whips tipped with the points of needles. 
Nor was this all ; the cardinal beckoned him, and speaking to him 
softly in the ear, he all at once caught a whiff of the fragrant powder, 
which made him put his hand to his nose, and enquire what kind of 
new incense he bore about him. The major-domo’s face, grew all 
colours, and he took himself to a greater distance, while a long 
smothered laugh among the rest of the domestics, led all to direct 
their eyes towards the unhappy Niccolo, and then with a look of 
suspicion upon me. I stood close to him, enjoying my triumph, but 
with a serious dountcnance, listening to all his ejaculations, and secret 
complaints. “ Guzman, my friend,” he observed, “ what means the 
tittering of yon idle rogues ? * “It is all,” I replied aloud, “ because 
our worthy major-domo has thought proper to take a dose of Spanish 
flies, to produce a gentle motion.” The cardinal burst into a loud 
laugh, and the whole of his guests followed his example. Niccolo saw 
at once he had been made the martyr of some mad freak, and unable 
to stand out against the redoubled peals that resounded on every side, 
he fairly ran for it, followed by the inhuman jeers of us all. He was 
•no sooner gone, than his excellency, addressing himself to the cham- 
berlain, enquired the merits of the case, and was informed of 
everything relative to it. This put the seal to my character, both as 
a very deep and a very dangerous man to have any business with 
except upon an amicable footing. 

In short, ere two months I was restored to my situation of page, 
and resumed my usual functions. I conducted myself just as if nothing 
derogatory to me had occurred ; having once lost the sense of shame, 
my self-possession and presumption were really extraordinary. If 
ever, I was only ashamed of being taken in the fact. Such indeed, 
was my predilection for mischief, that to serve some roguish end, I 
believe I should have taken a leap from the top of St. Angelo, to seize 
on my prey. 

The good cardinal being extremely fond also of preserves, he was 
never without some jars brought from the choicest places in the world. 
As the jars were emptied, they became the property of the first valet 
who laid his hands on them. - I had got one in this way, in which 
I preserved my cards, dice, and silk handkerchiefs, with similar kind 
of property belonging to a poor page. His excellency was one day 



MATEO ALEMAN. 


94 

told that twelve little barrels were just arrived at a merchant's for him ; 
and the major-domo was forthwith dispatched to pi ocurc them. I 
said to myself, “ it will be strange if 1 cannot get possession of a 
single barrel ; ” and I retired to my chamber, to think over the best 
means of obtaining my object. At last 1 hit upon this plan:-— 1 
emptied the little barrel of my perquisites, and then, having filled it 
with earth and straw, closet^ it carefully up, so as to make it appear 
newly arrived. After this I went to waijt the arrival of the others that 
were about to appear under the escort of our major-domo, who com- 
manded us to carry them forthwith into the cardinal’s private cabinet 
appropriated for the purpose. 

Each of my fellow servants took one j I modestly pretended to 
be the last, for which I had my own reasons, for we all passed by 
my chamber, and following the others, I had a good opportunity of 
slipping in without being perceived, and quickly exchanging the boxes, 
I carried that filled jvith earth and boldly laid it down along with the 
rest in the presence of the cardinal himself. Being all safely deposited 
in a row, the cardinal, with an air of complacency, addressed me as I 
came in last : “Well, Guzman? what think you of these? methinks it 
would be difficult to get a hand in here, or to force open the lids,” 
“ There are many ways, please your excellency” I replied, “ for arriv- 
ing at the same end,” “ But here I defy you, friend Guzman ; all is 
made fast here.” “ May I request of your excellency not to say too 
much,” said 1, with an appealing look, “ for the devil is very busy, and 
he might suggesb>something to deceive you." “ He is very welcome, 
then, boy ; let him help you to steal from one of these boxes if he can; 
I give you a full week to prepare your plans. If you succeed, I will 
not only give you what you catch, but more ; it being always under- 
stood, that, in case of failure, you pay the penafty in person ; for your 
ingenuity, I suspect, will be no match here for the difficulty of the 
enterprise.” “That is but fair,” replied 1 ; “and with your excellency's 
permission, I will gladly venture on the stake. What is more, I will 
submit to as many lashes as Master Niccolo in his wisdom may think 
proper to infiict, if I fail to effect in the next twenty-four hours the 
little object for which you have given me a full week ; and you may 
judge, after what has passed between Master Niccolo and myself, 
whether I am impartial or not in selecting him for my judge.” The good 
cardinal smiled, and it was finally arranged 'between us, that the 
ensuing day should witness either my triumph or my most painful 
disgrace. 

What a variety of precautions did not the excellent prelate put into 
practice to keep my fingers from coming into contact with his precious 
sweets ! Not relying only on the power of key and lock, he placed sen- 
tinels at the entrance, selected from among those domestics in whom 
he had the greatest confidence ; with what success we shall show. 
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The next day at dinner, observing me somewhat thoughtful, my ex- 
cellent master addressed me with a good-natured smile : “ Guzman, 
my poor boy, I guess well the subject of your reverie ; you seem 
already to feel the heavy hand of Master Niccolo applied, as it soon 
will be, to the patience and fortitude of your disposition.” “ I am 
thinking very little about that,” retorted I, “inasmuch as I have the 
sweetmeats already safe in my hands.” 9 

Aware that no one could po^ibly have penetrated through so many 
precautions as he had adopted, the good prelate seemed perfectly 
astounded at the impudent confidence of my reply. He rallied me 
more than before on the severity of the discipline he said I was about 
to receive, and on the satisfaction he should derive from the exhibition 
—so justly my due. I let him run on in this strain, but when the 
dessert appeared, I stole quietly out of the room, and betook myself 
to my own chamber. There I took from my own stock a quantity of 
the finest fruit, with which I covered a splendid plate I had brought 
with me, and returning, placed it with a most respectful air before his 
excellency, who could hardly believe the evidence of his senses. 
Beckoning to his chamberlain, he gave him the keys, and bade him go 
examine, and bring an account of the number of barrels in his cabinet, 
as it was too evident there must be one or other missing. He did as 
he was ordered, and soon returned to say, that the whole were there in 
perfect safety. 

“Ah,” exclaimed the prelate, i{ I see through your trick, Master 
Guzman ; not being able to reach my fruit, you have'purchased some 
at a high price as like mine as possible. No, no ; this will not do ; 
you must contrive to overreach me, or submit to be flagellated at 
Master Niccolo’s good pleasure. Seize him, and give it him smartly, 
as long as you please. “ I am ready,” returned I, “ if you will only 
first let me show you one of the twelve barrels which came yesterday, 
and which I have now safe in my room.” “ Take care what you say 
young sir,” observed the chamberlain in a grave voice ; u for I have 
just counted twelve in his excellency's cabinet.” “ That is very pro- 
bable,” I replied, “ but did you never see a sheep-skin without the 
sheep ? ” The prelate laughed, declaring he would respite me till a 
full examination had been made ; and with that view he invited his 
noble guests to go along with him, ta see, he said, that we had both 
fair play. To judge by the confident air I had assumed, few there 
conceived that the thing could possibly fall out to my discomfiture and 
pain. The good cardinal himself examined the barrels, each sepa- 
rately, and finding them all right in number, he enquired what I had 
to say, “ They are all there, my Lord,” returned I, “ but does it follow 
that they are all full of what you think? ? Losing all patience, he was 
about»to turn them inside out, when 1 declared that 1 would -spare him 
the trouble ; at the same time taking the one which I had filled with 
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earth and straw, and strewing the contents tipon the floor. After doing 
this, I ran to my own chamber, and brought back with me the real box, 
about half emptied of its contents, and gave a true account as to how 
it had fallen into my hands. Everyone present began to applaud my 
ingenuity, though at the expense of my character, and laughed heartily 
indeed at the adventure. 'His excellency, in fulfilment of the promise 
given, ordered me to be presented with one of the barrels, which I 
generously gave up to my less distinguished fellow-pages, as if to show 
that what I had performed was done simply for the diversion of my 
good master. At length, however, his excellency, not quite satisfied 
with other proofs of my dexterity, and the general example held up to 
his household, would assuredly have rid himself of my services, had 
not his humanity been aware that it would be exposing me to run my 
neck straight into a halter, such being my inveterate love of living by 
my wits. 

For this reason he still retained me near him, spite of all the little 
specks in my character, in order that I might, thus well situated, have 
no motive for committing any great or grievous crimes. 
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EPISODE. 


In the celebrated city of Seville, the capital of Andalusia, resided a 
foicign merchant named Micer Jacobo. He was of an excellent 
family , possessed of considerable wealth, and highly respected in his 
proicssion. lie had been married in early life to a lady of a noble 
family in Seville, who died a few years after their marriage, leaving 
him the parent of three children. The two elder were boys, and were 
educated with all the care which became their rank in life; the 
youngest, being .1 girl, was brought up in a convent of nuns, where she 
wa-» taught everything that was deemed in those days necessary to 
form an accomplished female. 

The favours of fortune are held by a most uncertain tenure ; and no 
class of pci sons e.\penence her mutability more than merchants, whose 
possessions are estimated by the sue oi their purses, add the nature of 
the times, and who seldom know the medium between abundance and 
poverty. 

It happened that the two sons of the merchant, who had been on a 
voyage to the Indies, weJfe on their return with the produce of their 
negotiation, amounting to a large sum -in gold and silver. They were 
already within sight of the bar of San Lucar ; 'almost, as it were, on 
the threshold of their home, wtficn a violent tempest arose, which drove 
them from the port ; and the vessel, becoming unmanageable, foundered 
upon a iccf of locks, and everybody on board perished. 

The unfortunate father, overwhelmed with the afflicting intelligence 
of the death of bis children, and the total wreck of liis fortunes, was 
not able to bear up against the calamity, and survived his misfortunes 
but a few days, leaving his orphan child destitute on the world. 

At the period of this terrible bereavement, Dorothea (such was her 
name) was still under the maternal protection of the nuns. She 
found herself in so short a space of time deprived of friends and 
fortune ; and was doomed thus early -in life to experience all the 
vicissitudes attendant on affluence and poverty, Seeing herself so 
uttcily destitute, the first idea, that suggested itself to her was, to 
cmbiace a religious Jifc. Those employments which had hitherto 
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been followed as amusement, were now to be considered as necessary 
occupation ; and the little elegancies which she had fabricated as 
presents, were in future to be the only means by which she could train 

The good nuns with whom she had so long resided, conceiving a 
great regard for her, and pitying hef forlorn condition, were anxious 
that she should still continue with them ; but as their will was rel- 
ated by their Superior, it was ordered otherwise ; for in a few days 
the poor girl received Intimation, that she must either pay a certain 
sum to be admitted amongst the sisterhood, or quit the convent Not 
having the means of complying with the former, she took the latter 
course, and m company with some young persons of respectability 
though almost m an equally destitute condition with herself she 
engaged some humble apartment, with the resolution of gainins a 
subsistence by labour. She was dexterous with her needle! and her 
talent was so excellent in embroidery, that her work had already 
gained her some reputation in the city. y 

Her extreme beauty and misfortuncs-her virtue and amiability 
were likewise so well known, that there was but little doubt of her 
finding sulT, cent employment Her patience under misfortune, and 
the cheerfulness with which she passed from a life of ease to that of 
labour, were cons.dcred as a rare example to all young persons of her 

The Archbishop, having occasion to order some work in embroidery 
and finding that none could do it so well as Dorothea, employed her’ 
and promised that she should be well recompensed. It was necessary’ 
in consequence of the extreme fineness of the work, that the eold ot 
which it was partly constructed, should be of a better quality than any 
she possessed ; she was therefore obliged lego among the shops 
the city, though accompanied by some of her companions, to choose 
some for her purpose. 

They were recommended to the shop ,>f a young man who had not 
long been m business, but who had already Contrived, by the fairness 
of his dealings and the quality of his merchandise, to establish a good 
reputation. Dorothea wished to purchase enough to finish the work 
to save time and the inconvenience of going from home, but finding 
that the money paid to her m advance would not be sufficient to pa! 
for the gold she required, she intimated to the dealer her intention of 
the reTOa,nder when ^ work should be in a slate of 

The young man, however, struck with the beauty and manner of his 
fair customer, and seeing that want of money alone prevented her from 
completing the purchase, would on no account allow her to be dis 
appointed by any such consideration. “My dear younc kdv ” ^ 

», j, ■■ tb, ^ i, „ „ iK ^ £ 
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much as is necessary without troubling yourself about immediate pay- 
ment : 1 am in the habit of giving credit for sums of much greater 
consequence, and without half the satisfaction that this would afford 
me.” They were all charmed with such unexpected courtesy ; and 
Dorothea, taking the quantity she originally intended, paid what 
money she had brought, and left her naqie and address with the 
young man as security for the remainder. » 

Dorothea, in taking away the. young man’s gold, had, though with- 
out the slightest design on her part, likewise deprived him of his 
heart ; and after the departure of his fair customer, poor Bonifacio 
discovered, to his cost, that the return of Jiis merchandise would hardly 
repay his loss. His mind was so engrossed by the charming image he 
had beheld, that he could think of nothing else ; and considering from 
what he could judge of her circumstances, that an offer of marriage 
from a respectable man would not be treated lightly, he determined to 
make enquiries respecting her. 

He found no difficulty in making himself acquainted with all the 
particulars of her misfortune and of her present situation, with which 
he remained exceedingly afflicted, seeing, as he thought, an insur- 
mountable objection in the inferiority of his own condition in life. It 
was true that she was poor ; but she might, nevertheless, be imbued 
with all the prejudices of birth, and consider an alliance with him, 
although in superior circumstances to herself, to be incompatible with 
her former ideas of situation and rank. When he thought of her 
beauty, her good qualities, and the reputation she enjoyed throughout 
the city, he could not but consider her as a treasure too far removed 
from him to hope to gain ; and he despaired, when reflecting on his 
own un worthiness and slender pretentions, of creating a sufficiently 
favourable impression tc^founterbalance his deficiencies. 

But, as true love is not easily disheartened by difficulties, Bonifacio, 
relying on the correctness of his intentions, determined to neglect no 
means which opportunity mi^kt afford him of acquiring the esteem of 
his mistress. He found no difficulty, from the pretexts which his 
business afforded him, of introducing himself to the little coterie of 
which Dorothea was a member ; and as his conversation was always 
marked by cheerfulness and good humour, he soon became a welcome 
visitor. He proceeded with great caution ; and by a variety of little 
attentions, without bearing the appearance of officiousness, he in- 
gratiated himself into the good opinion of all. 

Amongst the companions of Dorothea was one, who r from her 
greater age and experience, was entrusted with the direction of their 
little establishment, and she was treated by them with the greatest 
respect. It was to her that. Bonifacio more particularly directed his 
attention ; and having gradually and with great prudence made* known 
to her his intentions, he solicited her assistance in his behalf. The 

H 2 
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good old lady, having a high opinion of Bonifacio, readily promised 
to assist his views with her young friend ; and choosing a favourable 
opportunity, communicated to her the young man’s proposal, respect- 
ing which she now urged her favourable consideration. 

Her companions, likewise, with whom Bonifacio was a great favourite, 
praised his good qualities, and did all in their power to forward his 
suit. Dorothea listened tojhe reasons by which the old lady supported 
her opinion, and in the end committed herself entirely to her guidance. 
Great was the joy of Bdnifacio when he heard of the successful com- 
mencement of his hopes ; and in fine, to cut matters short, the marriage 
was celebrated amidst the general congratulation of their friends. 
They lived happy and contented in their new condition, to which they 
were still more endeared by the affectionate regard they entertained 
for each other, founded on their mutual virtues and good qualities. 

The evil one, though he sometimes closes his eyes, never sleeps, 
and is more especially on thq watch to interrupt the peace and har- 
mony which is generally expected from the union of well-regulated 
minds. He invokes every power of which he is master to his aid ; 
and uses so much more secrecy and diligence in the accomplishment 
of this evil intention than is ever employed in good purposes, that he 
not unfrequently succeeds. This poor young lady, therefore, did not 
escape his treacherous wiles ; and even though her virtue seemed 
proof against his machinations, he did not on that account relax in 
his endeavours. He assailed her when visiting her friends, at church, 
and during the Inost solemn ordinances ; even at the communion, he 
caused her inquietude by presenting her continually with the most 
nefarious instruments of his wickedness, disguised under the appear- 
ance of young men, handsome, noble, genergus, and gallant ; who 
whenever she made her appearance, neve/ failed to testify their 
admiration and solicit her regard. 

But little advantage did they gain from these importunities ; the 
virtue and good conduct of Dorothea was proof against such ineffectual 
attacks ; and she determined in future to expose herself as little as 
possible to such inconvenience by remaining more closely at homo. 
When this resolution became known by her continued absence, the 
street in which she lived became a favourite resort, each seeking by 
any means an opportunity of seeing her, though without effect. 

Amongst the gallants who sought to attract her attention, and who 
were all of the principal families of the city, was the Lieutenant 
thereof, a young man, unmarried and wealthy. He lived in the house 
opposite to that of Dorothea, in the upper and principal stories, so 
fafc he could at any time overlook the more humble habitation of his 
comptairs, from his windows and balconies ; indeed, in so complete a 
appointee**#' Dorothea and her husband could hardly retire at 'night, 
said, M if the gowning, without being observed. 
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With this advantage, the Lieutenant made his advances with great 
facility, though without having any result to boast over his more for- 
tunate rivals,— Dorothea still remained without reproach, and even 
without suspition. 

Amongst the number who composed this goodly brotherhood, thus 
seeking to undermine the virtue of an humble, but innocent female, 
was a cavalier of Burgos, who was remarkable for his handsome ap- 
pearance, was of good family, and possessed a handsome estate ; 
qualifications which, favoured by a certain frankness and liberality of 
disposition, were considered sufficient to make an impression on the 
most obdurate heart. ' • 

But the virtuous resolution of Dorothea was so well grounded, that 
she might have laughed at all the little contrivances made use of to 
win her from her duty, had not the wary fowler,' seeing the inefficacy 
of common art, resorted to die most subtle deceit, though in the most 
innocent guise, to entrap the simple dove. 

This cavalier, who was called Claudio, had in his possession a white 
female slave, who, though born in Spain, was of Moorish parentage. 
She was remarkably graceful in her person, and was moreover ex- 
ceedingly clever, and of good address. Claudio sent for her one day, 
and having told her how he was situated with regard to Dorothea, 
asked her advice how he should proceed. The slave, having made 
herself acquainted with all the circumstances, replied to her master, 
laughing all the while, “ What, my dear Senor — wh*t mountain do 
you wish to remove, what sea to agitate, or what dead- person to re- 
animate, that you should thus affiict yourself, and make so little 
<Tf me ? 

“The difficulties whidi*seem to discourage you, do not dishearten 
me — with a little trouble and patience I will conquer them. Do not 
despond, therefore, and trust me, that within a few days I will deliver 
the pretty bird into your hjmds, or my name is not Sabina.” From 
that moment she took the negotiation m hand, and commenced her 
play with as much circumspection and ability, as one who begins a 
game of chess with the determination to give check-mate. She col- 
lected a. quantity of the choicest dowers that could be procured, and 
weaving them with great Care and ability into a chain garland, she 
went to Bonifacio’s shop, where she stated herself to be the servant to 
a lady abbess of a convent of nuns, who, having occasion for some 
gold of a superior quality to finish some ornament for the day of Saint 
John, and hearing the good repute of the article manufactured by 
Bonifacio, requested two pounds of the very best he CQuld procure, 
and sent him the nosegay as a present. She likewise, hinted to the 
trader, that she took the present quantity merely to jprovc it, and that 
she should return every week fora supply, if the quality answered their 
purpose. 
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Bonifacio was delighted with such a liberal customer, and was n< 
less pleased with his present, from the choice flowers with which ii 
was composed, and the taste with which it was fabricated. 

Immediately when the girl was • gone with the gold, 'Bonifacio flew 
to his wife with the beautiful nosegay, which was received by her with 
as much delight as was evinced by her husband in presenting it. 
When she was informed, too, whence it came, it gave her still greater 
pleasure ; for she recollected the happy days of her childhood, when 
her time was employed^ in occupations of a similar nature, amongst 
those of the same class, whom she still loved and respected. She 
requested of her husband, that when the servant should again visit his 
shop, he would invite her within, as she had a great desire to converse 
with her of the convent. 

On the following week, Sabina again visited the trader, and said 
that the gold was so good that she required the same quantity as 
before, and had brought another present from her lady to him, to- 
gether with a little image of the Virgin and a rosary, so exquisitely 
worked, that it was quite a curiosity. When Bonifacio saw it, lie 
declared that his wife would not accept it, unless presented by the 
bearer ; to which Sabina gladly consented, and congratulated herself 
that her plot had succeeded so well, at the same time feigning extreme 
surprise to find that he was a married man. 

“ Ah ! you wag,” she cried, “ you are joking : it was but the other 
day that my lady was saying, that she knew a young person that would 
just suit you for a wife ; very handsome and rich.” “ Many thanks,” 
returned Bonifacio ; “ but if you will do me the favour to go up stairs, 
you will find that my wife is both handsome and rich ; and, moreover, 
that we live as happily as possible.” » 

“ If I thought you were not deceivirg me,” said Sabina, “ I 
would go.” 

“Of that you may rest perfectly assured,” replied Bonifacio; “come, 
let me lead the way.” 

Sabina, pretending no longer to doubt his assertion, followed him to 
his wife’s apartments, where she no sooner beheld her, than, changing 
her surprise into admiration, she -praised her beauty with such grace, 
and offered her services and friendship so warmly, that anyone who 
heard might have supposed her language to be dictated by the most 
sincere and kindly feeling. The embroidery, and the different works 
with which Dorothea was ejnployed, excited her attention, and elicited 
her praise. “ Oh ! how beautiful are these works,” she exclaimed ; 
“ how sorry I am that my mistress is not here to admire them ; I 
foresee that it would require but little to make you friends : when 
I relate to her what I have seen, how she will envy me ! I declare 
it will be quite a sin not to make you acquainted. However, now I 
know you, I" shall come and see you very often.” With these words, 
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and other expressions of good will, she took leave of Dorothea ; and, 
paying Bonifacio for his gold, she departed. 

From that time forth she continued every day to repeat her visits : 
sometimes $he called for gold, and at others saying to Bonifacio that 
it would be' a sin to pass his door without calling to see his beautiful 
wife. Occasionally she called witty some present, and artfully en- 
deavoured to excite in Dorothea a wish to visit the convent of her 
assumed mistress. , 

When, at length, it appeared to Sabina that the time had arrived 
when she might venture to realize her plans, she arose early one morn- 
ing, and„taking two small' baskets, she filed one with sweetmeats, and 
the other with fruit of the earliest and choicest description she could 
procure. With these she repaired to the house of Bonifacio, and pre- 
senting them to Dorothea, told her they were the earliest gathered 
fruits of the season, and that . the Abbess, her mistress, thought they 
could not be more worthily offered than to her. 

After receiving the thanks of Dorothea, she added, "that her mis- 
tress was desirous that she should oblige her in two things, — the first 
and principal was, that the following Monday, eight days from that 
time, was the feast of the blessed St. John the Baptist, and that on the 
Sunday evening, his holy vesper, she should go to the convent and do 
penance, and pass a day or two with the nuns, who would, on that 
occasion, amuse themselves in a variety of ways, which could not fail 
to be agreeable to her.” 

She further informed the wife of Bonifacio, “ Tlftit several female 
relations of the nuns were about to visit the convent at the same time, 
• to join their innocent festivities ; and that they would call for her and 
conduct her thither in their company.” The second request was 
merely “ That she slioWd give, as an offering to the saint, two pounds 
of gold thread to work on an ornament for the altar.” 

44 As to the gold,” rcplicjl Dorothea, 44 1 will give it with all my 
heait ; and, indeed, I shoiAd he happy to comply with the wish of my 
lady the Abbess, if 1 were my own mistress. You know, Sabina, that, 
there is another whose will must be consulted before I can pronounce 
yes or NO.” 

"And I promise him,” returned, Sabina, playfully, “ that it will be 
an unlucky word if he should say NO; I would not stir hence for 
these eight days that are wanting* to the feast, without taking you 
with me. Indeed, my mistress will take no refusal ; and it would be 
hard to deny her first request, particularly when her expectation has 
been so much raised by the accounts I have given of your beauty and 
understanding.” 

“ Nonsense, Sabina,” said Dorothea, 44 how could you say so much 
of a a elderly dame like me?” 

44 Old, do you say,” said Sabina, laughing ; 44 you had better tell me 
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that spring is the end of the year, or that May is December ; I should 
be just as likely to believe you. Ah ! you wicked thing, you have 
not lost your vanity yet, I see.” Bonifacio and his wife both 
laughed at her pleasantry ; and the good-natured husband, without 
suspecting there was a snake in the grass, immediately gave his 
consent. 

44 On my life, Sabina/’ sai$ he,"“ you have pleaded irresistibly ; and 
as our lady the Abbess has done us th$ honour to request my wife’s 
company, I cannot think*of refusing her. Should the ladies of whom 
you spoke pass this way, and will call for her, they can go to the 
convent together.” 

Sabina was almost beside herself with joy at these words, as much 
from the secret pleasure she took in mischief, as from the gratification 
of having successfully achieved her undertaking. She lost no time in 
returning home, and hastily throwing off her mantle, ran to inform 
her master of the success of her negotiation. Claudio was obliged to 
guess at the meaning of her incoherent declarations ; for so rejoiced 
was she, that her exclamations were more those of an insane person 
than of one celebrated for acuteness of understanding. Claudio was 
no less delighted to think that the stratagem had succeeded, and for 
the whole week could only speak of his anticipations ; while his con- 
fidant, Sabina, was never weary of discussing an affair which redounded 
so much to the credit of her own talent and dexterity. 

Sunday at Inst arrived, the day on which they had appointed to put 
their notable scheme into execution. 

Sabina had engaged a few females subservient to her master’s in- 
terest to assist her in the plot, and dressing some as married women, • 
and others as duennas, she set off for Bonifacio’s house. On their 
arrival, he answered the door himself, and sejrfhg such an apparently 
respectable company, after paying his compliments, called down his 
wife, who was already waiting for them. She came gaily down to 
meet them, quite delighted at the anticipation of the amusement 
promised her, and at the pleasure of making so many amiable 
acquaintances. 

After accosting them with much good nature and affability, she took 
leave of her husband, and, encircled by her new friends, departed for 
the convent. 

When they were at some distance from the house, proceeding, as 
Dorothea supposed, to visit the worthy Abbess, and amusing them- 
selves by the way with lively ahd innocent conversation, one of the 
ladies suddenly stopped, and exclaimed with evident chagrin, “ Mercy 
on me, how came we to forget Dona Beatrice, whom we invited, and 
who, I dare say, is now waiting at home expecting us ! ” 

‘ God bless me,” cried another, with well affected surprise, rt «how 
could we be so negligent ! I vow by the bones of my mother, that I 
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no more recollected her than I do the first dress in which I ever 
appeared. However, we cannot go without her, and so, if we turn 
down this street* we shall not lose much time in calling for her.” 

With that. % one of the ladies who was the most in advance, and who, 
with amply folded petticoats, and a rosary of a most portentous ap- 
pearance suspended from her neck, seemed the most devout ancl 
matronlike of the party, immediately led* the way directed, and was 
followed by the rest. 4 

As it may be supposed, the house of Dontf Beatrice was no other 
than that of Claudio, at the door of which they knocked for ad- 
mittance. The summons was answered t by a servant, who, opening a 
window, demanded theit business, and whom they wanted. The 
elderly and respectable matron immediately replied, 4< Go and tell thy 
mistress that she must hasten and descend quickly, for her friends are 
waiting.” The servant retired, as though to give the message, and 
shortly returning, opened the door and said, “ My mistress hopes you 
will excuse her for detaining you a little longer ; but requests you 
will take seats in the parlour, and she will be with you as quickly as 
possible.” 

The ladies then entered a very elegant room, and seated themselves 
to await the arrival of Dona Beatrice, but the two who accompanied 
Dorothea passed with her into an adjoining apartment. It was very 
splendidly furnished ; the hangings were of blue and silver ; and in a 
recess was an' elegant bed, very richly ornamented. There was a 
smaller chamber or boudoir adjoining, in which the th^ec ladies seated 
themselves ; and Dorothea was sufficiently amused with the objects of 
qjrt and costly workmanship which surrounded her, not to notice any 
strangeness in the proceedings. 

They had been there bqt a short time, when one of the ladies rising, 
exclaimed, “ This is monr than mortal patience can endure. Pd bet 
a trifle Dona Beatrice is not yet out of bed ; let us go and see what 
she is about, sister,” and takfrig her feigned sister by the arm, the pair 
hurried out of the apartment, leaving Dorothea alone. 

The wife of Bonifacio having satisfied her ^curiosity, now finding 
herself alone, and in a house of which she did not even know the 
owner, began to feel rather uneasy; but her fear increased with her 
astonishment, when, on the door opening, she saw Claudio enter, to 
whose person and pretensions she was by no means a stranger. He 
advanced towards her with an easy air, and smiling demeanour, and 
saluted her respectfully, yet not without a certain air of tenderness 
and confidence, that spoke a certainty to her heart, that her fears 
were far from groundless. Claudio, thinking it useless to conceal 
what he intended so soon to make her understand, at once told her 
of his Ipve, and pleaded forgiveness for the daring measures lie had 
taken to secure an interview with the object of his adoration. 
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It would be vain to describe the scene that followed ; the protesta- 
tions on one side ; the prayers and reproaches on the other. Suffice 
it to say, that Claudio, after exhausting all the eloquence of which he 
was so.perfcct a master, left his fair captive an opportunity of revolving 
in her own mind the circumstances of her untoward situation. From 
the female slave who attended she could gain nothing but praises of 
her master's generosity, fmd every other source of information or 
escape was denied her. # 

In this manner the *day passed, and the hour of supper arrived. 
The twilight of a beautiful day was succeeded by as calm and deli- 
cious an evening as ever graced the happy climate of Andalusia. The 
window of the apartment opened on a terrace overlooking a garden, 
from which the odour of the orange, plum, and jessamine, was wafted 
on the cool, refreshing air of evening, and the plash of the streaming 
fountains was heard, as the waters fell into their marble basins with a 
tinkling, silvery sound. Claudio drew a chair for Dorothea on the 
terrace, and taking liis guitar, sang one of those tender and pathetic 
sequidillas which never fail to rouse the emotions of the heart. Every- 
thing around reminded Dorothea of the elegance of her former life ; 
and the air she had just heard was one of those to which she had 
formerly listened, when among the number of the noble and the gay. 
Hut never before had she heard it so exquisitely sung — never, even in 
her fathei’s costly home, had she seen greater elegance and refine- 
ment of taste than were conspicuous in the mansion of which she was 
then a tenant. <rhc whole delight of her former life, her lost family and 
happy home, rushed back on her memory, and she burst into tears. 
Claudio did not let the moment pass unimproved : he knew the cho{d 
which was awakened in her heart, and, before ‘supper was announced, 
his tender and endearing consolation had aUnost reconciled her to his 
deceit. ? 

The room in which their meal was served was illumined with a 
splendour which left the light of day Tfetle to be regretted ; yet the 
glare of the lamps was exhausted by glasses of a pale rose colour, 
which, without detracting from the brilliancy, cast a subdued and 
voluptuous tinge on every object around. The supper consisted of 
the most delicate viands, and the wines and liquors of the choicest 
and most costly description ; the coronetted plate glittered upon her 
eyes as gorgeous and costly as in her early days of magnificence; 
why then shall we blame her, if comparisons unwittingly forced them- 
selves on her imagination, between her present humble lot, and the 
time when such a display as she now beheld she could herself com- 
mand ? Let us not be too harsh on poor Dorothea, if, as her recollec- 
tion glanced at the utter hopelessness of her present situation with 
regard to Claudio,— in a house surrounded by his own people, {>f whom 
indeed none Vnew her predicament besides Sabina and the attendant, 
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— she should contemplate her own feeble means of resistance, - a resist- 
ance which, if sufficiently successful to raise an alarm, of which ho\^ - 
ever she saw no probability, could only end in the certain ruin of her 
reputation. *Her husband was reconciled to her absence for two days, 
after which time she could return without suspicion ; in compassion 
therefore to his feelings, she was inclined to be silent in the affair ; 
and if we add to these reflections the scene around her, the impas- 
sioned love of the most handsome and accomplished nobleman in 
Seville, the feeling still lingering in her liedrt for the elegancies of 
nobility and wealth, the early associations of which her short time of 
probation could not wholly subdue, why t shall we wonder that Claudio 
was spared the sin of increasing his, already flagrant transgression. 

By this time the brilliancy of Claudio’s mansion waxed fainter and 
fainter ; the individuals of his household had caroused to their satis- 
faction, and it was not long before everything seemed to be hushed in 
repose. But it so happened that their rest this night was destined to 
be but of short duration, for under no circumstances docs the devil 
ever give a feast without devouring the greater part himself, and in 
this instance he did not depart from his universal rule. 

It is a very common custom with him to construct n sort of tent 
or pavilion, wherein he invites a number of his particular friends. 
Here, by means of opportunity, temptation, and specious suggestion, 
which he is never at a loss to invent, he succeeds in throwing 
them completely off their guard ; and having lulled them into com- 
plete security, he suddenly draws aside the cover irtg, and exhibits 
them to the public gaze in all the deformity of the vicious career into 
which they have been seduced. Not satisfied with this partial ex- 
posure, he lakes his drum and trumpet, and raises such a disturbance, 
that everybody, far and near, be they never so little gifted * with 
curiosity, immediately repair to the scene to ascertain the cause of 
such an outcry. f 

It just happened thus to^hose of wlxofn we have related this little 
history — and yet, who could have foreseen that any disastrous conse- 
quences could have terminated a scheme so well laid, and apparently 
so well secured? — but who ought to feel surprised when we re- 
collect who it was planned the entertainment, and who paid the 
cost ? 

During that day, as may be supposed, very little order was kept in 
Claudio’s house. The servants, while the master was so completely 
entranced, felt they had a right to act as they pleased, and were 
restrained by no consideration ; so that when night came, Claudio’s 
cellars had been so thoroughly searched, that very few were in a con- 
dition to assist themselves. The consequence was, the fires were 
badly«extinguislicd, and some combustible matter lying in the kitchen, 
was kindled by a spark from the chimney, which, extending Xo some 
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pieces of furniture, shortly spread with uncontrolled and alarming 
fury, to other parts of the building. The fire continued to gain ground 
in the inner part of the house, without anyone being aware of the 
danger ; for, overcome by the wine they had drunk, they were quite 
insensible to the peril that awaited them. 

The flames had now forced their way through the casements, and it 
so happened that the Lieutenant of the city, of whom we had hereto- 
fore occasion to speak, was making hie circuit of the place, and seeing 
an unusual glare at a distance, instantly rode to the spot, and found 
Claudio's house in flames. The alarm was instantly given — crowds of 
the police and neighbours fished to the spot ; no answer being re- 
turned to their thundering salutations, the gate was forced, and a 
confused mob rushed in, some to save the inhabitants, others to 
assist in extinguishing the fire, and not a few to appropriate to them- 
selves what little the flames Would relinquish. 

Claudio and Dorothea, who were at some distance from the house- 
hold, received the first intimation of their danger by hearing the doors 
of the ante-chamber forced open, and the confused sound of voices 
approaching. Claudio, suspecting the house, was beset by thieves, 
instantly threw a cloak round him, and seizing his rapier, started forth 
to meet the aggressors ; and Dorothea, alarmed beyond measure, 
hastily threw some garments over her ; but before either could reach 
the door, it was thrown open, and the Lieutenant himself entered, 
bearing a blazing torch, and followed by a crowd of soldiery. 

To paint the*horror of Dorothea and the astonishment of the Lieu- 
tenant is impossible ; surprise and fear prevented her from using any 
caution in concealing her countenance until it was too late. The 
Lieutenant’s surprise, however, was quickly changed into the most 
violent anger ; to think that his long suit h*fd been treated with con- 
tempt and indifference, and that one of su£h late pretensions should 
have succeeded as his rival, apparently with her own consent, and 
doubtless with the knowledge of her husb&nd, was more than he could 
endure : and without heeding the consequences to himself, in the' 
anticipation of revenge, he ordered them both to prison, that a public 
exposure might ensue on the morrow. 

In vain Claudio threatened the direst retribution-- in vain he pleaded 
his nobility, and protested against the outrage ; the Lieutenant was 
inexorable ; and the soldiers, not knowing ^the person of cither, obeyed 
the command of their officer. 

Covered with cloaks to avoid the recognition of the crowd, Claudio 
and the terrified Dorothea were conducted by the guard through the 
burning house, and conveyed to prison. The fire was with difficulty 
extinguished ; the Lieutenant retired to his house, not to sleep, but to ' 
think of his revenge in the exposure which the morning would not fail 
■ to pioclucc. He even endeavoured to contrive some manner of irn- 
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plicating Bonifacio, who he did not doubt had consented to the 
absence of his wife, for some consideration. 

However, leaving the worthy officer to gratify his motive by antici- 
pation, we must return to our friends, whom we left in a pitiable 
plight on their way to prison. Sabina, who slept in an adjoining 
apartment to that of her master, seeing how matters went, immediately 
invented a plan to defeat the intentions of the Lieutenant, who, she 
was well aware, intended nothing less than the destruction of Doro- 
thea's reputation. It is said, and very justly, that the ready wit ot 
women is more available in critical junctures, than all the wisdom and 
foresight of the wisest. Without further hesitation, therefore, she pro- 
vided herself with the remains of a roasted capon, some nice ham, 
and a flask of wine ; then taking a small mattrass and coverlid on her 
head, and a few reals in her purse, she betook herself to the guard 
house, where her master and Dorothea were detained. She told the 
porter, that a servant of her master had been sent there by the 
Lieutenant, for not being sufficiently prompt in supplying the necessary 
vessels to obtain water to check the fire, and that with his leave she 
had brought her a bed ancl supper. 

The tulling nature of the fault and the efficacious nature of a few 
leals, quickly opened the door; and Dorothea, who was more dead 
. than alive, quickly exchanged her garments for those of Sabina, whose 
face being concealed by the mattrass, was not known to the porter. 
Immediately this was effected, Dorothea called to the functionary, and 
told him that her friend refused to have any supper, and begged his 
acceptance of it, for which the man seemed very grateful, and accom- 
panied her to the door with every mark of respect, leaving Sabina in 
her place with Claudio. 

Dorothea, following the, instruction of Sabina, -flew to the house of 
one of Claudio's relations, Vvho had been an actor in the scene of the 
day previous, and relating the circumstance to her, remained there the 
rest of the night ; and early'on the following morning, accompanied 
by her and another female, returned to her husband, saying, that as 
she did not feel quite well, the Abbess advised her to go home. 

Bonifacio was much pleased to find his wife return earlier than he 
expected, and was profuse in his acknowledgments to the ladies who 
had done him and his wife so much honour. Meanwhile the Lieu- 
tentant, delighting in the prospect before him, dispatched one of his 
assistants to his friend the mayor, giving him an account of the case, 
and begging that he would repair to the council chamber as quickly as 
possible, with as many friends as he could collect, in order that the 
case might be made as public as possible. 

He then went over to Bonifacio for the purpose of upbraiding him, 
and commanding his attendance at the council chamber. Dorothea, 
who expected some visit of the kind, no sooner heard the voicc'of the 
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Lieutenant, and speaking of herself in the most opprobrious terms, 
than she ran down stairs in the morning dress she usually wore, and 
confronted the gallant officer before lie could enter into particulars. 
Her appearance was like the effect of an apparition on the Lieutenant, 
who seemed utterly confounded, as though doubting the evidence of 
his senses. His evident confusion aroused the wrath of Bonifacio, 
who thinking that what he toad said proceeded from an ill feeling, the 
cause of which he conjectured, and which the appearance of his wife 
had caused him to be ashamed of— forgetting the respect due to his 
superior, and only alive to his insulted honour, with the assistance of 
his men, he thrust the gallant officer with his myrmidons out of doors. 
He then returned, happy and delighted, to his wife, to whom he 
repeatedly expressed hi$ pleasure at her returning even earlier than he 
had expected. 
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DORIDO AND CLORINIA. 

EPISODE. 


I must not here omit to give you an account of a singular ancl 
appalling event, which took place at Rome, on the eve of my departure 
from that city, although in no way connected with my own adventures. 
The ambassador had just finished supper, when a Neapolitan gentle- 
man, who often came to that hotel, suddenly entered our room. He 
had all the appearance of a man who had met with some unpleasant 
occurrence, and addressing his excellency— “ I am come, my Lord, to 
acquaint you with a very extraordinary incident, which 1 have only 
just heard, and which, as you may see, has really affected me not a 
little.” “ I am anxious to hear what it can be,” replied my master ; 
“ hand the gentleman a chair, Guzman :* and the Neapolitan, being 
seated, began the narrative as follows 

A gentleman, a native of this city,— as high-born and accomplished 
as he is brave and handsome, and of whom, I dare say, you have 
heard, named Dorido, fell in love with a lady, the fair Clorinia, not 
more than sixteen or seventeen— beautiful, virtuous, and also of a good 
family. She received an excellent education, and her charms, both of 
person and of mind, shone wish redoubled lustre, by the extreme care 
and polish bestowed upon rfer manners and her attainments of every 
kind. Her surpassing beauty, which none could gaze on with im- 
punity, made her parents cautious how they permitted her to appenr 
m public, lest some quarrel might arise among those eager to win her 
regard ; for which reason either her father or brother was seldom seen 
absent from her side. 

Already, for some months, had young Dorido seen and loved her ; 
and such was the passion he entertained for her, as wholly to absorb 
his mind, *md lead him, by seeking every occasion for looks and signs 
—all by which he was permitted to address her— to convince her of 
its reality. These soft and voiceless witnesses of his love were not 
always fortunate enough to be regarded ; but when they were, they 
seemctl to produce a- favourable effect upon the object of them. 
Clorinia took pleasure in secretly observing him— far more than she let 
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it appear that she did ; but soon, without knowing exactly why, she felt 
equally interested in attracting his regard, till, by degrees returning his 
silent advances, she caught the sweet contagion she had before com- 
municated to him, and, for the first time, felt the young emotions of 
love and jealousy, as he had done. 

It was impossible Dorido could be long ignorant of the conquest he 
had meditated, and for a period he gave himself up to the delighted 
assurance of being beloved. But soon sighing for more substantial 
proofs of his success, he sought for the means ; he contracted an 
acquaintance with her brother, Valerio, and so far won his confidence 
as seldom to be seen out oL his company. They continually visited 
each other, and Dorido had now ample opportunity to contemplate 
the charms he so much admired, and even to speak to and to hear her 
speak. Still he could not declare his feelings^ and their eyes were 
the sole interpreters of their secret wishes. 

Things, however, did not long remain in this position. Clorinia 
could not conceal her love from her favourite maid, a girl of some 
experience, and one who wished to show her devotion to her young 
mistress. With this view she went of her own accord to find the 
lover, and said to him': u Seiior Dorido, you are very handsome, and 
it would be foolish in me to conceal what it would be still more 
foolish in you to conceal from me. I sec into your heart ; you are in 
love with Clorinia, and you are not the only one that loves. You are 
both dying 1 to be left alone together, and I truly pity your case. I 
shall have no r£st till I invent some expedient to give you this happi- 
ness.” The lover, enraptured to hear these words, thanked the kind 
creature from the bottom of his heart, declaring that if she succeeded 
in what she promised, she would find him anything but ungrateful for 
the boon. He then sat down, wrote art impassioned letter, full of love 
and gratitude, which he conjured her to deliver safe into the hands of 
her fair mistress. 

Scintilla returned home, and holding the billet in her hand, told 
her lady the object of her embassy ; for which, though she received a 
sharp chiding, she was soon, with no great difficulty pardoned. How 
and where the lovers were to meet became -the next question. The 
young lady, declaring it to be impossible, wished to give up the idea ; 
but her ingenious maid hit upon a method which she could not but 
agree was extremely deserving of a trial. Scintilla was in the habit of 
occupying a little low apartment, adjoining another set apart chiefly 
for the lumber of the house, and which received light only through » 
small grated window, through which a person was barely able to insert 
his hand. It opened upon a very lonely unfrequented quarter, which 
seemed to have been made expressly for the rendezvous of two lovers 
on some quiet night. 

When the duenna found her young lady inclined to put her new 
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theory into practice by means of this little grated window, she went 
and acquainted the gentle lover, who, that very same evening, about 
eleven o'clock, found himself close to the place., He saw the window, 
he saw the gpod duenna, and she preached , patience to him— at least, 
till the rest of the domestics should have retired. Yet he did not sigh 
there long ; the delightful moment was at hand ; Clorinia appeared in 
all her beauty, though trembling in every accent and every nerve. 
Her lover, too, could not utter §t word. They came to tell their love, 
and the excess of their joy prevented it ; but iovc has more than one 
language ; the lady's hand was extended through the envious bars, 
was grasped, and instantly covered with a thousand kisses. 

By degrees they recovered the power ot speech ; they gave full vent 
to the emotions by which they were governed — the delight of hearing 
each other speak, and being together. The xporning would thus have 
found, without interrupting them, had not the watchful guardian of 
their love informed them of the lapse of time. Before bidding adieu, 
Dorido conjured his mistress to permit him to return on the ensuing 
evening, at the same hour, to the same spot ; and this she had not 
cither the courage or inclination to refuse him. 

Both were equally enraptured with their meeting, and sighed with 
equal ardour to repeat it. Dorido was in a state of impatience and 
agitation which would not permit him a moment's repose; and he 
counted each minute until the promised one arrived that was to restore 
his Clorinia to his sight. The lady was equally true to it, and this 
night, with less timidity and alarm, their mutual joy* seemed to be 
more intense. A lively conversation ensued, in which each, as eager 
tp display the superior charm of a well adorned and accomplished 
mind as well as of person, exerted themselves to the utmost, and not a 
few were the sprightly and happy allusions, and more delicate compli- 
ments they made and returned each other. The interview continued 
more than three hours, and you may suppose was not unmingled with 
vows and innocent caresses. $ Such was the charm of this meeting as 
to render it again imperative on the prudent attendant to remind them 
of the hour ; and it was some time before she succeeded in rousing 
them to a sense of their danger, and tearing them from each other's 
sight. 

The only other person acquainted with Dorido's passion was a 
Roman gentleman, named Horazio, who, unknown to his friend, was 
extremely attached to the same lady. Perceiving, however, that he 
made no progress in her affections, he conjectured that there was 
somewhere a rival, perhaps more fortunate than himself ; and it was 
not long before his suspicions were directed towards Dorido, from the 
circumstance of his' being seen so frequently in the company of the 
brother. To ascertain at once how far he was correct in his supposi- 
tion, Horario went directly to Dorido, with whoip he was in daily 
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habit of intercourse, and addressed him in these terms “ I am come, 
my. dear friend, to ask you a particular favour, such as I trust you will 
not refuse, for my peace of mind depends upon it. I see you con- 
tinually with Valeri o^-*y qu are very oflen at his house,— and 1 suspect 
that you are smitten with the beauty of his lovely sister. Let me 
appeal tp your candour and kindness, — if it be as I think, reveal the 
fact, for you are too worthy and noble for me to dispute with you the 
affections of this enchanting and accomplished girl.” 

“You are then yourself in love with Clorinia ? ” inquired Dorido, 
with an anxious air. 

“ I am most certainly charmed with her,” replied Horazio ; “but I 
am just and sensible enough to allow that you better deserve to obtain 
her regard.” 

“ In that I should feel myself especially honoured,” said Dorido ; 
“ but, all flattery apart, 1 will tell you candidly that it is not my inten- 
tion to solicit the hand of the fair Clorinia.” 

“ Is that possible ! ” exclaimed Horazio, quickly ; “ is it not your 
object to become the husband of Valerio’s sister ? Ah, my friend, how 
different do we feel then, — how I long to unite my fate for ever with 
hers i And, indeed, if such are your ideas, I think you ought to 
resign any other views or intentions you may have formed, in favour 
of my moje lasting— more honourable claims. As my friend, you will 
do as much, I know.” 

“And as the friend of your Clorinia’s family, you might have 
added,” rejoined Dorido ; “ in that point of view I assuredly ought. 
Yes, I will leave the field open to you ; and if Valerio’s sister consent 
to bestow her hand upon you, I, for one, will not oppose your success. 
Nay, I will do more, I will speak to her in your favour ; and as far as 
it may depend on me, my embassy shall not be a bootless one.” 

So delighted was Horazio with this frank' and generous conduct on 
the part of his friend, that he was at a Joss for words to express his 
gratitude ; not reflecting that the promise given was conditional, and 
made to depend upon the lady’s own choice. In short, such was the 
illusion of his Joy, that he repeatedly pressed his friend to urge his 
cause as if it were his own ; and with so much earnestness and ten- 
derness of manner, as really to interest the feelings and pique the 
generosity of his more favoured rival. He felt the power of virtuous 
love; and, doing justice to the purer motives of his friend, Dorido 
resolved to sacrifice his more licentious passion, to accomplish the 
lasting happiness not only of Horazio, but of the lady's family and of 
herself, ■ 

^ I n pursuance of this ^object, on their next interview, Dorido thus 
addressed the lady to whom he had before made so many professions 
of unalterable love “ You are doubtless not ignorant, Madam, that 
you rank in your long list of conquests, a gentleman named Horazio ; 
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but I am very doubtful if you are aware to what an extreme degree of 
is captivated with you. He actually idolises you, and the bare idea 
of ever becoming your husband is the sole and sweetest dream of 
his existence) without which, he declares that life has for him no 
charm.” 

“ 1 am delighted at what you tell me,” replied Clorinia, “ for now I 
shall have an opportunity of shewing you what little regard I pay to 
the adoration of all the lovers in* the world — except — except one.” 

“ I feel,” replied Dorido, “ all the value of sufch an acknowledgment, 
every way so noble ; but at the same time, I should be undeserving of 
this exceeding goodness, were I not in^a manner to take up arms 
against myself, in defence of one of the best, and most amiable and 
generous of friends. Horazio's merit is great, and when you come to 
appreciate it rightly, you would probably not much regret it if your 
parents were desiroiis of bestowing you upon so excellent a man 1 ” 

" How then,” exclaimed the beauty, with a look of extreme surprise, 
and even terror, u do you wish to yield — to destroy me ? Can you be 
in earnest that you wish me to return Horazio’s passion? ” 

“ No, truly,” replied Dorido, “ that is not my idea ; I only wished 
you to understand, that if you bore him any affection, and your parents 
had resolved to give him your hand, it would have been bootless in me 
to complain ; I would then make a sacrifice to the happiness of my 
rival, in order to show how truly devoted I am to all your wishes ; — do 
you comprehend me?” 

u Do I ? ” replied the lady bitterly ; “ I know that I tfould not fall a 
victim so submissively as you appear to think ; or, or your attachment 
has lost much of the fidelity— the ardour which I believed it to possess. 
But,” she continued, a I wish, not to put you to this proof Dorido 
has been the first, and will be the last of the lovers I wish to have ; — 
on that at least you may depend. Let Horazio persist or not, as he 
feels disposed in his pursuit o&me— he will not gain any more in. my 
esteem ; and I wish you to understand that as my fixed determination. 
I was before aware of his views ; and I have ever since conceived an 
aversion for him, amounting to absolute horror ; and for which I can 
hardly account.” 

Dorido no longer ventured to sAy a word in his friend’s favour ; he 
saw that it was worse than useless to press the subject upon her 
attention. He changed the conversation/ which took an interest of 
another kind, exhausting itself hi the most tender and passionate 
exclamations on the side of Clorinia, which renewed alb Dorido’s 
ardour, and no fewer protestations on his. On the ensuing morning. 
Horazio called upon his friend: u You have Clorinia?” he 
exclaimed, “ and spoken in my favour ; and how did she receive it ?” 
was the breathless inquiry he made. . 

" In very ill part,” replied the other, u and ydu must not continue to 
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flatter yourself with the least hope. I said all I could to raise your 
merit in her eyes ; your person, wealth, family — but all in vain. I 
described to her the excess of your attachment, greater, most likely, 
than it is ; but the cruel creature stopped my mouth, avowing, that 
though you loved till the day of doom, you should never be united 
in marriage bands with her. 0 

On hearing these words? Horazio grew deadly pale, and seemed lost 
in profound thought ; while, struck with the extreme pain he appeared 
to suffer, Dorido, softening his tone, besceched him to summon more 
resolution, and desist from a vain and fruitless pursuit ; adding, that 
in Rome there were many as* lovely girls as Clorinia, who would not 
require to be compelled to return, his love. "Besides, my dear 
Horazio,” he continued, “ I am sure you have not the slightest cause 
to complain of me ; I would have yielded her to you, I swear, had I 
seen the least probability of her indulging an inclination for you. I 
would have made this noble sacrifice to our friendship ; and will you, 
on your part, refuse to relinquish an anxious, painful undertaking, and 
which, in the remote case of succeeding, must be at the expense of 
your best friend.” 

It was now for the first time Horazio broke silence, and fixing his 
eyes on his friend, — “ I am very far,” he said, “ from reproaching you. 
You have rendered me a sad and useless service ; you have spoken for 
me, and I thank you for it. It is only just, 1 agree, that I should 
renounce the pursuit of what I cannot obtain : her heart is yours, — 
and so let it bet Farewell ! and I will try to attend to your advice 
about attaching myself to some other more attainable object.” 

With these words he left his friend Dorido in the persuasion, that, 
struck with the justice of what he had said, he would leave nothing 
untried to banish the thought of Clorinia from his mind. It- was not 
so ; he had set down his friend Dorido as ft traitor, a false, malicious, 
selfish hypocrite, who had betrayed him, ; drawn a hateful portrait of 
him before the lady he adored ; and Ik now resolved to take the 
matter into his own hands. “ By heavens l ” he exclaimed, “ I will 
ask her ; I will have her in marriage from her father ; he will plead 
for me better than a rival” He proceeded forthwith to act upon this 
suggestion; he declared his wishes, and they were accepted and 
approved. He also obtained his own father’s consent, and the two old 
gentlemen soon sat in council upon the business, the result of which 
was, that the marriage should take place, provided the inclination of 
the lady could be brought to accord with their own views. 

On the first mention, however, of the affair, such was the extreme re- 
pugnance and even,, horror manifested by the beautiful Clorinia^ that 
the design was as quickly abandoned as it ha$ been formed, as a 
thing wholly impossible. * 

How lamentable the folly and weakness of man! to let a single 
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passion obtain mastery over his mind, until he becomes no longer the 
same being ; and, yielding up the helm of reason, is borne, like a lost 
vessel, upon the rocks, llorazio imagined he saw his passion treated 
with scorn,—! his rival happy and triumphant ; and in an instant, the 
love which before animated his soul became changed into bitter 
hatred. He now. regarded Clorinia as an object of horror, and 
brooded over thoughts of revenge. He text began to study the 
means, and how he could strike most surely qnd deeply at the hearts 
of both, — and at a single blow. He set a vigilant guard upon their 
proceedings, a wretch hired to dog their steps withersoever they went ; 
and having thus discovered 'the place of*their stolen interviews, with 
every circumstance attending them, there remained little else requisite 
to supply him with the most strange, cruel, and heartless method of 
revenge that ever entered into the "human breast. Actuated by his 
infernal hatred, he one night, anticipating 1 the arrival of Dorido, 
hastened to the place where they met, and' approached the little 
window, at which he already beheld looking forth, the object in 
pursuit of which he had come. In the obscurity of the evening he 
knew that the sister of Valerio would easily mistake him for her lover ; 
and, in fact, she addressed him in the most affectionate language — in 
words that made Harazio’s blood boil within him, and impelled him to 
deep revenge. 

In perfect silence the treacherous friend approached : he stretched 
out his hand, he clasped that of the lady eagerly nqeeting his, and 
holding it with a ferocious and gigantic grasp, he had the heart, with 
a sharp instrument prepared for the purpose, to separate the lovely 
limb from its arm. The act was momentary ; vain were her shrieks ; 
the villain had fled. He Already sat in the gloom of his secret 
chamber, and in the deeper gloom of his soul madly exulting in the 
thought of his triumphant Revenge. 

But what were the horror-slfuck feelings of the family and friends of 
that fair girl, when, roused ty her cries, they found her deprived of 
consciousness, and bathed in her blood. Her faithful attendant hung 
over her, still filling the house with her shrieks.' On beholding the 
deed, her parents both fell unconscious at her side ; while the unhappy 
brother and the servants were " busily endeavouring to staunch the 
bleeding wound. It was no time to doubt, to inquire, or to accuse ; 
the most eminent surgeons were summoned to the Spot, to attempt, if 
possible to arrest the unhappy lady's fleeting b eath. The aged father, 
being meanwhile recovered, lesought his domestics, for' the ends of 
justice, to reveal nothing without orders ; while he sighed Over the lost 
honour and happiness of his house. Her brother, Valerio, having 
armed himself, now issued into the street, attended by his valets ; and 
what tfas his grief, at being enabled for some distance to track the 
murderous villain by the. drops of his dear sister’s blood; fpr the 
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wretch had borne along with him the bleeding hand as a trophy of tiis 
secret crime. While thus employed, he met his friend Dorido, who 
was hastening to his accustomed interview with an air of visible joy. 
In faltering accents Valerio called to him, “Alas! my dear friend, 
whither are you going? Help us, for God’s sake help to find the 
murderer ; for I see by your looks you know nothing of the horrid 
deed. Our poor Clorinia — my sister" — but words failed him, and he 
could not go on. “.Gracious God ! ” cried , Dorido, “ what has 
happened — quick— answer me— what of Clorinia ? " “ That," replied 
Valerio, in a voice of solemn, anguish, “ that we ought to conceal from 
every human ear and eye, bftt to you it shall be told, because I know 
as my friend that you will unite with me in hunting down, withersoever 
he flee, the cruel assassin of my poor sister." 

Pierced to the heart by these words, Dorido nearly sunk under 
sudden terror and surprise. Then, trembling and faint, he begged 
Valerio to explain everything, which he did ; and Valerio would then 
have conducted him to the surgeon, had he not resolutely resisted, 
exclaiming, “ It is no time now for aught but revenge. She will be lost 
to me ! but I will drag forth the unheard-of Villain to light — monster 
as he is!" “ Leave me to deal with him, for I feel this visitation as 
bitterly as you can. It is impossible to think of it without shuddering : 
but, heavens ! with what delight shall I inflict upon him a punishment, 
as near as may be commensurate with his fatal crime.” 

The two friepds then separated, Dorido returning to his own house, 
in the resolution of taking some immediate step to avenge his outraged 
love and full of indignation against Horazio, whom he more than sus- 
pected to have committed the atrocious deed. He first shut himself 
up in his room, where he gave free vent to his feelings on so severe a 
loss ; for he had now become more deeply attached to the fair Clorinia 
than before. “ My lost, my beauteous dne ! " he exclaimed, “ my 
envious, hated rival hath indeed succeeded ! hath snatched thee from 
my arms for ever ! Alas ! you mistook & him for your Dorido ; and I 
—I am the sad cause of the calamity that, has befallen you: But for 
me, you had been happy and beautiful as ever !— in all thy sweet inno- 
cence and tranquility of sdul Yes, it is I who have been thy assassin ! 
Yet will I not long survive thee,— when once i shall have immolated 
thy wretched desstrbyer to thy dear sacred shade I Would only that 
thou mightest survive, to enjoy the only consolation left us now-?- to 
hear of the memorable" doom to be inflicted by this right hand upon 
the body of the traitor ! " 

The next morning found him still absorbed in grief and tears ; but 
then, rousing himself, he hastened to the house of Clorinia’s father, 
where sorrow and consternation sat on every countenance. The father 
and the brother seemed.to feel fresh grief on his appearance. The old 
manjias he welcomed him, observed, “Alas ! Dorido, my friend, my 
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sweet girl is even now in the agonies of death. She has lost so much 
blood, that alone it is enough to forbid every hope. Was there ever a 
more unfortunate father ! What can have been the motive, think you, 
for the comifcission of so accursed a deed. It was no man— it was a 
horrid monster,— and what punishment can be imagined adequate to 
reach it ?** 

“ Sir,” replied Dorido, “ try to assuage >bur grief ; and feel quite at 
rest on that head,— to avenge her is the object of us all I have under- 
taken to chastise him he will perish. But ere that, give me a legal 
title to become her avenger ; I love Clorinia as my own soul : unite 
our hands ere she breathe her last sigh.* Thus, too, will her reputation 
not suffer; and you will not owe to a stranger that satisfaction to 
which you arc entitled.” 

Without hesitation, the father as well as the son accepted the pro- 
posal ; they extolled his honourable feeling, and expressed gratitude 
for the noble manner in which he had stepped forward to obviate all 
unpleasant remarks that might affect the poor girl’s reputation. The 
old man, weeping, took his way to his daughter’s bedside ; and a 
delightful smile played over her countenance when she heard what was 
requested. She signified her assent amidst tears of mingled bitterness 
and joy. She declared that she should die contented as the wife of 
Dorido ; she inquired eagerly if he were at the housd, and if she might 
be permitted to see and speak to him. This, as the fever appeared to 
have left her, it was conceived might not prove injurious to her ; he 
approached ; but so great was the sudden joy she* experienced on 
beholding him, that she fell into a swoon, from which it was some 
time before she recovered. The surgeon upon this gave strict injunc- 
tions that the lovers should not be permitted to speak to each other ; 
but their looks sufficiently told what they felt and suffered. Observing 
that his presence appeased to- afford her relief, he did not leave her 
during the remainder of tho day. In the evening, a priest and a notary 
were called in, and the marriage ceremony was performed before the 
assembled and weeping family. 

For the two ensuing days; feeble hopes were entertained of her life. 
She seemed to rally, and even the surgeon no longer despaired ; but 
all were disappointed. On the third day, a fresh access of fever, of a 
more rapid and violent character, seized on the patient; and left not the 
remotest chance. As her last hour drew nigh, Dorido, perceiving that 
the event must occur, secretly withdrew, and set about the means of 
his premeditated revenge. He sought Horazio in every spot ; and at 
length meeting with him, he took him cordially by die hand, and as if 
quite unsuspicious of any crime attaching to hftn, be carelessly asked 
if he would come and sup with him that evening, to which Horazio 
consented, conceiving that as he had heard no public notice made of 
the atrocious deed, the lady was cither recovering, or his friend un- 
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acquainted with her misfortune. At the appointed hour, Horazio went, 
as he had been accustomed, to join his friend — and both were soon 
seated opposite each other at the table. Dorido had however taken 
care that the wine should lx; well drugged ; and such was its potent 
effect, that in a very little time Horazio found himself overpowered, 
and fell into a deep slumber. , 

It was now that Dorido, Assisted by his two valets wholly devoted 
to his interest, bound the sleeper Both hand and foot; they next 
slipped a cord round his heck, and with this and another passed round 
his body they fastened him up to a pillar whicl> stood in the apart- 
ment. Having before closed ill the doors in the house, they now pro- 
ceeded to administer antidotes to his lethargy, which speedily recalled 
the unhappy wretch to a sense of his situation. 

The moment he found himself awake did the dreadful truth flash 
conviction and horror to the soul of the assassin, — he knew in a moment 
wherefore he was there, and what he liad to expect. He did more-^ 
he confessed his heinous crime, while he implored compassion and 
mercy in accents of bitter sincerity, such as only the love of life even 
in a convict can inspire. But here they were all in vain ; steeled to 
the heart's core, the lover and the husband, — bereaved so barbarously 
of his charming mistress, — listened to Bis prayers and cries with 
mockery ; his imagination being still haunted with the picture of his 
dying wife. Bent upon inflicting retributive justice, he proceeded to 
sever with an axe the hands of the wretched Horazio ; and while still 
in all the agonieS of approaching dissolution, he commanded his valets 
to strangle him with the rope that bound him to the fatal pillar. Then 
having hung the two dissevered members round the neck of the corpse, • 
he directed them to bear it to the exact spot where the fatal deed had 
been committed, and on the same fearful night, unable to support the 
idea of life in a place connected with so 1 many horrors, he took his 
departure from Rome. ' Pursuit was vain* — it is not even known what 
route he took, to what country he has flown ; but I have been assured 
that the unfortunate Clorinia breathed her last about three hours after 
he disappeared. ' ' J '•* - , - 

Here the Neapolitan gentleman paused no one spoke. A story 
altogether of so tragic a nature seemed to 'have made a deep impres- 
sion upon the amjjas^ador, no less than upon all present who had 
listened to it, and who; most unfeignedly deplored the fate of the un- 
happy lady. They also blamed Dorido in. no measured terms ; while 
the whole agreed, bn* reflecting farther on the subject, that in the 
conduct of both these Sjpanish cavaliers there appeared a spirit of 
revenge, &nd a reckless daring, --3, savage love of blood, in no way 
with the character of the true knight or of the. true 

and the t, 

man^ as he 
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As relates to the life of this celebrated writer, there is, fortunately, 
no want of materials, and none of that uncertainty so observable in 
the literature of Spain, in connejyon with the memoirs of some other 
of the most distinguished ornaments of that nation. After the very 
ample and numerous accounts that have been given to the world of 
the r rinceof Spanish wits and novel-writers, we shall not here attempt 
more than a short sketch of his illustrious career ; but rest satisfied 
with referring the more curious reader to the writings of Mayano 
Rios, Navai rette, and other biographers of the author of Don Quixote, 
who, besides several English ancl foreign translators, are loud in the 
novelist’s praise. 

Confining ourselves, therefore, to the more striking and important 
features of his strange and chequered destiny, and tlip high rank he 
subsequently assumed in the literary annals of his country and the 
world, little more than a brief eulogy on his lofty genius and worth, 
a tribute of admiration to his greatness of mind and excellence of 
character, can be comprised in these pages. , 

Cervantes was boin in the year 1547* at Alcala de Henarcs, of a 
respectable family. He c depleted his education at the university of 
his native city, ranking witlf the three most distinguished in the 
country — those of Salamancd, Valladolid, and Alcala. His early and 
decided inclination for literary pursuits deterred him from embracing 
any lucrative profession. The natural vigour and vivacity of his 
genius amply sufficed to raise him to the celebrity he attained : he 
failed to observe the usual academic rules and studies, or to reap the 
usual honours ; it might be added, at the usual expense borne by the 
less wealthy sons of Apollo, at least in his country— namely, long 
poetic vigils, and short commons, with numbers of jealous rivals, and 
a bigoted and ferocious government, eager to entrap its prey. To 
these was added what must have been doubly galling to a lofty spirit 
like his— dependence on the bounty of some lordly patron ; and he 
quickly sought refuge, from a sense of indignity, in the toils and penis 
of military life. 

While thus engaged, and during the intervals of war, Ceryantcs 
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composed many of his immortal works, which he was compelled to 
dispose of for whatever pittance the booksellers, aware of his neces- 
sities, were disposed to give. Works like his must always confer 
reputation on the author during life; but the satisfaction he thence 
derived formed a trivial compensation for the injurious attacks of his 
enemies, and the persecution to which they gave rise. They cast 
reflections upon him, both as a man and a scholar, taking advantage, 
in the latter respect o/ his having Assumed no academic rank,' and 
they more especially railed against the mediocrity of his genius in 
poetry ; the wickedness of his satire was reprobated ; and he was even 
reproached with the defects bf his person. 

In addition to this injustice, the celebrated Lope de Vega wrote 
some verses, which, as a poetical, production, and for the grossness 
and vulgarity of manner in which he assailed Cervantes, must ever 
be considered a disgrace to his works. But posterity, which judges of 
character, uninfluenced by the vindicative feeling of party, or the cir- 
cumstances of the times, has done ample justice to the exalted, yet 
modest merit of Cervantes, and cites him as an illustrious example 
against the overweening pride and monopoly of the schools. It recog- 
nised in his poetical essays the true mode on which to fonn the 
national taste, suited to the genius and spirit of the people. It still 
admires in his novels the efficacy of their instruction, the vivacity, the 
, justice and perception of character, displayed throughout, the freedom 
with which sqjf-love is attacked, and, above all, the perfect moral 
combined with the fine wit, by which the whole is distinguished,— a 
remarkable feature throughout the works of our author, and to which 
no other has so successfully directed his attention. His personal 
defects, on which his enemies did not fail to vent their malignant 
jests, consisted in the loss; of a hand; but of which, far from entitling 
him to reproach, he might justly have beefi proud, for he was wounded 
whilst fighting bravely fpr his cOuntry'a^ainst the Turks. But, if we 
throw into the balance the weight of his "immortal Don Quixote, what 
advantage will his rivals then have to boast ? 

Posterity has compare^ Virgil- with Homer— Cicero with Demos- 
thenes~-Horace, with Pindar— Milton With Tasso— Shakspeare with 
Corneille ; but to the author of Dan Quixote was reserved the glory 
of having no rival of his work* ■ Avellenada endeavoured to emulate 
him, and wrote a second part to Don Quixote, of such ability, that had 
not the first part been in existence, it was of itself of sufficient merit 
to obtain the palm for Spain in this species of compositions but 
Cervantes had already gained the triumph of setting his seal to his 
superiority. 

This extraordinary man, who with equal justice and candour desig- 
nated himself as Regocijo de las Musas, departed this world at 
Madrid, poor and in difficulties, but with serenity and a resigned 



spirit, in the year 1616, after having passed a chequered existence in 
the various and laborious duties of servant, soldier, slave, and a 
public functionary, of the most unpleasant and precarious class in the 
service. 

* His works are too well known to need description* Independently 
of his • inimitable Don’ Quixote, he was the author of numerous other 
productions, especially in prose, of sufficient respectability to establish 
his reputation in the republic of letters. Through the whole of them 
may be traced the masterly gehius which gave them birth, and the 
talent with which he availed himSelf of the . power and scope of his 
native tongue. But this latter ability he displayed more in his Novelets 
Exemplares , than in any other of his worts. 

These, indeed, are among the most excellent of their kind ; ahd I 
have selected from them two specimens, one Of the humorous and 
satiric, or, as it is termed, the novela picaresca ; and the other of a 
more serious and pathetic cast. In the story more recently published, 
several freedoms, have been taken in order to render it fit for an 
JKnglish public. 
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On the confines of Alcudia, between the provinces of Castilie and 
Andalusia, might be seen a notable house of entertainment for 
travellers, called the Little Windmill. On one of the hottest da> s 
of summer, two boys were seen loitering about this place ; one was 
about fourteen years of age, and the other might perhaps have at- 
tained his seventeenth year. They were both good looking, though in 
a sadly destitute condition ; coats they had none ; their trowsers were 
of coarse linen, and, for want of better stockings, they were obliged to 
be contented with their bare skin. 

It is true that their feet were covered, those of one being carefujly 
bound in straw or rushes, while the shoes of the other were of so 
peculiar a formation, that it would seem the utmost ingenuity of the 
wearer had* been displayed, in rendering them more than usually 
accessible to the elements of air and water. The head of one was 
partly covered by a scanty cap ; the other wore a hat, though without 
seeming to trouble himself about its deficiency of crown and brim. 
The scanty remains of , a shirt of the colour of chamois leather partly 
adorned the neck and shoulders of the yoifhger ; while his companion 
had remedied the inconvenience of spena deficiency by the waistband 
of an old pair of trowsers, covered wife grease and completely in 
tatters, which hung suspended from his neck on his breast,, and 
appeared to conceal a Small bundle* In this repository of valuables 
was concealed a pack of cards of a different shape to those generally 
used ; for by reason of their long' service, the corners were so much 
worn, that they began to assume, a circular shape, which had been 
rendered still more distinct by the application of the scissors, it being 
found that the circular form was the most durable. Both the youths 
were much sun -bum t; their nails were begrimed with dirt, and 
their skin could hardly be called clean. One was 'armed with a 
broken sword, and the other with a yellow-handled knife, which com- 
pleted their costume. 

They sallied from the ^nn and seated themselves opposite each 
othe£> under a sort of covering which serves for a viranda in houses of 
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that description; and the elder, bowing very politely to the other 
addressed' him with all the air of a man of ton . “ If I might take the 
liberty of addressing a gentleman of your distinguished appearance 
without the ieremony of introduction, I should inquire what part of 
the country has the honour of claiming you as a resident, and whither 
you intend to travel ? ” 

“ Senor Caballero,” returned the other, with equg£ ceremony and 
politeness, “ with respect to your first questiop, I am sorry that I am 
unable to satisfy your curiosity, being utterly ignorant of it myself ; and, 
as to the second, I lament that I can«aflford you as little information, 
for I really don’t know.” • 

“ Why, truly, Sir,” said he without the shirt* “ if I might give an 
opinion, you certainly don’t look as though you had dropped from 
heaven ; and if you had, I should not think you would choose this 
place for your descent, — consequently you must be. going some- 
where.” 

‘‘That is very just,” replied the one with the hat ; “ and yet I have 
told you the truth, for my country is no longer mine, my father having 
turned me out : and as to the future, I must trust to chance, which I 
dare say will pqt something in my way by which I may get an honest 
livelihood.” , 

“ And pray,- Si ay I ask whether you belong to any profession ? ” 
said the original querist. 

“No other,” replied the other, or younger, “than gunning like a 
hare, leaping like a deer, or using a pair of scissors very.delicately, will 
fit me for." - . ^ 

• “That is all very good and useful,” said his companion, “for on 
next Holy Thursday you wiU find good employment in cutting paper 
ornaments for the church.” “ Ah, but my abilities in cutting do not lie 
that way,” said the younger gentleman/, “Jdy;father, by the. blessing 
of Providence, is a tailor taught me to cut out 

antiparas, which, as I dare sa$r you know* are Wskins, used by men in 
harvest,— I obtained such, a profidency pThe att^that I might have 
passed examination as a master, had not raybad fortune deprived me 
of my employment.” - * v'r-' yi/.> 

“.That will happen to the beet of us>” yerakthed the elder cavalier, 
“ and I have always heard that the best Abilities hive always the worst 
fortune. But I don’t doubt, a g^tfeman of. ypqf .^quiremems has 
some way of bettering his fortune ; and; if my judgment don’t deceive 
me, ypu possess some other accomplishments* which perhaps your 
modesty will not allow you to make public.” “ Why^ that is, my true,” 
said he, of the shirt, laughing, “but, asyou say, Sir, they are not 
exactly for the public.” , .. , 

“ WeH, then,” said the other, at the instant, “although I consider 
myself as discreet as most youth, yet, to give ypu some confidence in 
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mo, l will be open with you, and shall expect the same in return, foi it *s 
not without reason that fortune has thiown ustogcthci. and J am sure 
it will be to our loss if w e do not become friends. You must Know that 
my name is Pedro de Rincon, and I am a native of < Kucnlrida, a 
place of some note, where my father is a minister of the church, that 
is to say, he sells the pope’s indulgences. being, as the vulgar call him, 
the Bulcto. Afyl assisted him in his traffic, l acquired such dcxteiit) 
in making balsams, that few could obtain any advantage over,, me ; 
but observing one day that I was fonder of the money I lcccived, than 
of my business, he put a purse of dollars into my hand, and packed me 
off to Madrid to seek my foi fcme. 

“ Amongst the temptations of the city, the contents of my purse soon 
vanished, and 1 found myself at last possessed of more v\ it than foi tune. 
I applied for assistance to those who had assisted me to spend my 
money, but it was perfectly astounding to sec the want of recollection 
evinced by these wretches directly I made known my distiess . some 
positively denied my acquaintance, while others dismissed me with 
their advice to be more cautious in futuic. I shrugged my shoulders’ 
but suffered my lot patiently ; and turned out to seek my foi tune with 
such leadiness, that I did not think of providing mjsclf with any 
luxuries. 1 took what I thought most necessary, from the things 
which remained to me, and amongst others, these cards— at the same 
time drawing them from their concealment— ft orn which I have 
managed to derive an honourable subsistence amongst the inns 
frequented by jxavellcrs. I always play at Vingt-un , which is a veiy 
excellent game for my purpose; and u though >ou see the caids are 
somewhat the worse for wear, >et, l can assure you, they possess u 
marvellous virtue for those who understand them ; indeed, they are 
become so familiar to ;ne from long acquaintance, that I know them as 
v ell by the back as the front." * * 

11 Independently cf these advantage#, I learned of a certain ambas- 
sador a method of handling the cards, byVhich I am as much at home 
with their capabilities, as you are in die cutting of antiparas . So you 
see, my honourable Sir, that I am in no danger of starving, for let me 
be in what place I may, there are always persons to be found who are 
lulling to divert themselves with an innocent game j and he who has 
the least experience is generally the loser. Now, for example, let us 
look out for a pigeon amongst these carriers within ; we will sit down 
and play as though in earnest, and if any one wishes to make a third, 
you w ill see that he wjll be the first to lay down his cash." 

“With all my heai$* returned the younger adventurer, “and I feel 
much indebted for your frankness, in return for which 1 can do no 
otherwise than relate, in a few words, what concerns m>self. 1 am a 
native of that goodly country situated between Salamanca and«Medina 
del £am{fc My father is a tailor, and taught me such a good use of 
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formidably, that had toot the carrier’s companions come to his succour, 
it was likely to have gone ill with him. < 

At this time a troop of people passed oto horseback, who, seeing the 
disturbance between fchs bpys and tlie carrier, parted ttiem, and told 
the former theywere going to pass the. night about a league further, 
whither, if they pissed, t^ey might -accompany*- them. “ We will go 
with pleasure^ 'can do in return, we 

sliail\be,mq^^ they jumped 

up on two of mule^ and seKfqrward, tyith the party, leaving the 
carrier in no ^er y enviable state of tetnpqr- -The landlord could not 
help laughingafci lEhc defter itfof theyomjg rogues ; for he confessed he 
had overhea^ their cpnyersation, and thus tornt that the cards were 
false*. At this discovery, the Carrier could hardly ^contain himself for 
rage. He swOrethe mo$t formidable oaths, atid dedared his intention 
of following the. young sharpers and reclaiming his. lost pieces— not 
that he yalued the money, as he $aid ; but from pure shame to think 
that so great abiau as he should be cheated by two such very little 
rogues. His companion, however, endeavoured to pacify him, saying, 
“ It was much better to abide by the loss,, than to get laughed at for 
his simplicity.* 4 ' " 

The two Companions now congratulated themselves on their good 
fortune, and made themselves so useful to their fellow-travellers, that 
they were allowed to mount behind them the best part of the way ; 
and although jnany opportunities occurred of exercising their profes- 
sional abilities with; advantage, yet they desisted, from the considera- 
tion that they might endanger .their journey to Seville, whither they 
were going. HoWeVer, on entering the city, by the Aduana gate, 
Cortado was nojt^abje jtb resist the temptation of cutting. open the port- 
manteau of?i J'rcnehrnan, behind whom he w^ mounted. His knife 
was handy pn ^H pccasions, and he inflicM *0 grievous a wound on 
the valise/ that^ its contents, and selected from 

them, two 5hirts, sv's&alt sun-dial, and a^ memorimdum book. These 
things, it is but they^^edfereplenish their 

purse, which exhausted, with twenty reals. 

Havingr they went to View thp. Oityj of wjbich they had 

astonished;^^^^^b^0epf peqple'paiiie riyer. The galleys, 
likewlsey'dl^^^ -mid-van involuntary sigh 

craped naturally; anticipated "the time when 

. boys with baskets, 

plying fof ^ibe^opjiortunity - of asking one the 

naiiifp pf wliast was the 

g4in|^^^as * made the inquiry? and he 

rei>]^P^Rtat the wa& ehsy qnpugh^that they paid no duty 
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- - and that on some days they gained live reals, and on others six, as 
it might happen— with which they^(j|'the a to seek 

any master thftt psiidf' % tlieitMSelvcs 

after tlieir own fashion^ ' - ‘ ■ , * 

This account of for 

the anticipation highly 
favourable to to 

purchase the I'^he 

Asturian tbld the^jt: wotad and 

three basket, for * fi$h7 fleshy £h<j bggi/ th] SQttJy for 

bread ; and that ^Jien.;^fc^jdfe dxwitft ^ to 

attend in the $i; 'Sal- 
vador— on fast^days^t e^riliig ^ey v^rc 

to look for emp}6^^h^;;afe4h^ river side, \T^‘s &tp iwo 

friends committed” to hickory* ; and" paying- j3ut^hasfe^|;^h^';was 
necessary with the i^SSs 

the next morning mXUt square of Sari. Salvadofr” TOeyl)®ftnbt befen 
there long, before ^eir nevrbaskets attracted the riUenti^^ 
boys, who sooii flbcked roUtid themv ^xious to 
came, and everything concerning 1 then^ to, all w&&‘^ gstve 

those answers Which might* have bgeo expected ^iA'^pu^'jpetsons of 
their talent and discretion. > * J ' ’* ;;\ * ^ , ' ■ 

At this time a soldier and a .sttident rame rip,^^ clean- 

liness of th^ haskei^, the former cal JedV^'ihpdfi^ : iui& ,?;gc ’strident 
beckoned G^tadb( ,? ^EihCbl^ by way ^ 

very humbly to'his employeri and said* rif hoipe 'yp^li^lihr will not 
fdrget thatT ^ ; :-' ' ‘ 

“ N ever fea^ - saldtlie $<£$£r,^y^ for 

I can afford td bWhhemh^I/ani, going; ‘456 atcntie 

friends of my '-jf'xj 7'; ,• f- 7 / '* ' 

“Then prajg-4i»j|j|^ yorith, ' 

u for I hhvd/b^>ffi-';®ife'-; will ’ Sind V the v i^i^'jfclib;' whole 

market ; 

pleasure*" ,Y. ; - * - 

The 

that lie tol& p^^l^^llcltiient, he' 

would- take 
saying,— That 
to sefc 

should .not 'have 

because lie &,.*><**? #|fejl^>^.ahd 

gave' him a griddle k(U $|$|g mm 

desiring him -ltd * go 

there' offien' T Itlm. 
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lose a a opportunity ; for tho' Asturian hadcautioned him to be diligent 


and trustworthy^ although; ih \cxxi 
modify,-, ^ 

iii'dsTi'-LFsi 


ifcg^maU fish, or such like com- 
little from a quantity 
it to take it if there 
was the sou! of their 


'^vv*Vr£ . 


^ww * ™ Mw-^njc^mea^ who, showing 

his -tticlc he had met 

withf ‘ ^ Coita^ v|bfo ; Katid>ihito |h&vv out a. purse 

whic^.Se^m^l 1 '^ in nevertheless 

His^everehee has done me the 


j'tulcl perplexity ; 

— ”ys.^*™rr7>’ *■■/- & u ™ ««;, f auw you by chance 
seen 1 a^sseiMfsoch- inji: &ch. marks, containing; fifteen crowns of 
g<dd,.tKroe'<«tfe,and;^ppiany marayedis'inqu»ft«$;^Uy wanting the 
fewplecfiU^tthwliisb Ipaid for the meat .which yoij carried ? ” 
Certitdo'iepli^df ^ithout moving a muscle Of hisi. eouhtenauce, “ All 
I can-O^rth^j^yeyerenbe is; that yourpUvse would not have been 
lost’lfa^^iitstKen. better care of-ju” . ’*■'•.< . ' 

“Thdt.h bHttfW trtie, kirtner that I am," returned jjie student, “ for 
had 1 tahen b^itter care of it, some rascal could never hav'c robbcd me.” 

“ , nM*->,iscj^Hy what 1 -think ” said ^offadbr^jjut as your 
reverenfC knorvs'thfa'e is a remedy for all thitig^ .but. death, now 1 
should -aityfee^f^ Reverence' to avail, yourself Of the first apd prin- 
cipal, tvbieh^|Menc^’:for : ; it ^ isi recothmended- b^od* One day 
foUows^ %hd be .that' gly© thl^U a^ay.f £t^|lke manner the 
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m 


“Salary of the devil" ^return sacristan, incensed beyond 
measure at what appeared to&hf 
talk about salary? 
purse ? if so, say ; if m dfc ; € 
it cried." - * 

u That is the 

pmbpr . 9 * h f* a 


a time to 
“ ' the 


||g^^d.havc 


member," he addedtstlll 
about the descriptij 
therein, for if ypifeji 
never 
of advice. 



bu will 


! I 

r tp\yipe 


thread.". Sa^_._ p ^ 

the perspiralionfto^ ; a 

tado, who immedi^teiy seemetl to take a int^ 
poor man’s isev^ml 

The advice p£ V&t$&o was 4 ^ven in ‘so 

sacristan was tiepSfl^ to .dsk' a ' repedtton ^*^|dtife^Ipi,v C^tado, 

taking-adva^t;^ 

of his handker(^ie^ whert^>vith many expnissiop^^^^Jbllace^ he 
took Iiis leave, reoon>jrfehding him to use all 
of his.prope%^ aiadt;thien v retarped 


F protest hsis;|ofej 
rowing his 
producing it, .10 
The two ypi 
expense ofth& 
transfer so ifcfcj 


understand ;; 
whether y6tr ‘Ji 
Murcia nor fto^ 
nothing jurifcfer ^ 

“ Yoit don’t 
querist, 

teach youfo^t' 
tlemen; is mefeiy 
it is' a- useless, 
must inquire with 
the Sefior Monipo<fiq? tf 




it; at' the 
e latter 
fjfcdbeen 
^ds>them, 
| i- We don’t 

it from 

fhave 

. 

the 
i*>hd 
t, gen- 

" 'y.imt l 
oiing to 
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a Do thieves pay taxes.- in this country, my fair sir?” asked Rincon. 
If they do : ndt;,aetqaUy payv at |east the^ ate registered by the Sehor 
t ; therefore I should 

or perhaps you will 


" f tfiohghtip ■■ C^t'add^s ^jjfP^SS^bag was a free trade, 

wi^tbut ahy if§$i£ J|Sfesprs^aid at all, it was 

only at: Shoulders. Rut as every 

country^, has tjsotin wcfshall be happy to 

coftforth t q v tf weytoightfnake b(94 to ask;§;^ntleman of your 
rc$pec#$l&4i^^ ^id^^us td 'the abt^e of the worthy 

cavaii$fr of fWhdtti^ you speak, where w& ^ \^31 v brb^ l 4ur proficiency in 
the.^tee^^ ;X '^-1; ' 

*{ ;said The otiier; “and you will seeho^v well qualified 
our rha^r fs^othife situ ation. Why 1 during the Tour years he has 
had chaf^e of us, riot more than four have sutfev&l the capital punish- 


say, hy the blfemg of God and the prayers of gdod people, I hope I 

Jii -__x_ -..x _r • 't, . ‘it- ■* - ' , ■' 


thievitig byThe grace of God and the prayers ofgoodpeople.” 

"^#5^$^the guidg, _ K T am ho theolbjgimv aiiC therefore cannot 
arguejdp; thf^ubj^t;; but; this JkmW y that ^vjji^tiody Ought ‘to praise 
God ur^fe ^efttiqn . td£ivhich Providence has been ' pleased to call 
him-; trie*; indre : &6- *• as our ‘master Mon iriod ib^has cxorosslv 


* . V ; ‘ '• '' " ‘ 

set 


sessed.ioi 
of i i-j.fy 


' i 'A.i Jlvfc 


tionwith'a'n?'^ 

tt t .-» *'■ ji iT^S 






which is pos- 

j^M^F^oary ■ was- con- 
|h|PKe^bore it' without a 
a^&idybe attributed to 
^^Opie^bf our club arc 
^^nbr hold convcrsa- 


* ^ said Cortado ; "but 
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pray do not the priests sometimes, , order , these religious persons to 
make rtttituticm^ ^ 

“No,” returned the -.confession ; 

and if letter! of &ey are 

not likely to know time 
they are read ; ^frfcen the 

crowd of people gathered ;thpVc ,ma|&s4t 'a • 

“ Pious rogues ! of 

it ? ” cried the other. xhhch; to 

murder your fatjij^and 


inpcuauiu yeg, you, air* wr i 

am dying to sce;^; rygictabfe ’ftfeid ' J\|oplpodio^ ^h^^Vijtues 
you have said so much.” u Your praise worthy' imp^tiehce ijfhall soon 
be gratified, for wc are already arrived ; but you must ^it ; awhiie at 
the portal, while t go, within to see whether he i^ai'^sorfiy for this 
is the hour he usually gives audience.” The compani?^ had just 
lime to survey the house, which was not of the most prpmisfng appear- 
ance, when tlieir guide reappeared, and called t^^ft in. Vj^ey entered 
a small courtyard, paved with fanciful brie^Wo^k, '^.V^ bright red 
colour : on one $Lde was i bench with tWee legs ; and f dp ; the other a 
broken jar’ placed ori a stand not in a much better condition. In 

: f space for 


another place was a rush mat, and ip the : 
flowers. ■' “ :<4 ' i,Vj - ’ 


The boys ob^e^S ever y tb ing attentively ; and as .the^efior Moni- 
podio did not rnafep-bis appearance, they took the libeity* of ,ehter mg 
•the lower adjoined the ^court-yard. There.they beheld 

two fcncfng ^vi^Ms, w^ shields of gork, susperuiedon^e^3 ; a 
large bQw withp^tVany oasei aniSi ^re^ more, rush matspmtbe floor. 
Qn the 

in, its, %Pch; yds:$^<£ v sma^"^^ii'-’and a 

shrb\$Iy,&^ to 

M < ■ 


white basin 
receive 
WhUeth^y 
years of'ag^/ 
their broth^ J 
the open,.ip^^ 
them camp^' 
respfectaMfe;^ 
womann^jLta: 
image of * ' ,SL " m 
tion, prostrated^ 
pious occupation; 
basket* kissedthb 
heaven, and thep i 



twenty 
two of 
'about 
Rafter 

?£ 
.ftp the 

4evo- 
ihthis 
the 
: eyes, tb 
lastly 
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appeared, to give additional grace to the company, two bravos, of 
most sinister aspect ; .with slouched hats, and ruffled 

collars. several pistols, and 

targett Afccse Worthies cast 

their C? tt rl innn • -H'iVr] \irVi Afli av 


inquired whether 


ante bf the ^u^rists ^^ined :to\&hnand.^ AtTthis moment arrived the 

thfe-^feat joy of the respectable 
cmnpaoy asiseihblcd. " ; .'j ' , ' •'- ", ■’. " :', 

Do &bet$66l $rt?.£v* years' <>f agjvtall of stature, his countc- 
nance of a^sull^h ]hu<^with$unkert eyes, eyebrows jbijaed in the centre, 
and a black Kshy jtjbafd. He. was dressed in. shirt, and covered 
with n huge ab& ^cmng to his feet, on which were a pair of old 
shoes dpW at,ihe heels. He wore loose trousers .of linen, and a 
hat UjSed by the lowest vagabonds, bell-shaped at the crown, and 
large. in thc bJ'hn. . Across his shoulders was a belt, to which was sus- 
pended a Miort awd stout sword. His bands were short, with fat 
fingers and. long nails ; and his feet wore a pair, but hot matched. 

In shbr^ tho appearance of this gentleman, whose reputation had 
been so strenuously supported, was anything but favourable. he being, 
unfortuhafe^ottb bf the most ill-looking, misshapen; barbarians in the 
world* The ryouth who had fitted as guide to Rincon an&his friend, 
now led them forward, and presented them to the r (bgnh&y, saying, 
* £ These ^re tlte two gentlemen of whom I spoke to yotir wprsh'p. If 
you plpasef yoti can examine them, and See whct^erlhey are worthy 
to enter 6tir‘ brotherhood” \ 

mvc h‘ pleasure/ replied M ohii>odio, to whom, 
be if observee^ the wliolc company bowed : respectfully bh Jus entrance, 
except the ttf&Jbrayos, who, Considering thgmsetvel a higher 

nrrfw ntrtvriltr Ktni 4 cV^jt^Tr ***A> - 


V on as' such . 

y business 

io/ ^e^es, everybody 

f we °niy 

candidates, 
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ward you adopt the names ofRinconete and Cortadillo, for those 
which you at present .quite adapted 

to you i pursuits/ It 

nication of the a 


pvnpnco A \rf>A i 


when a hue and cry is raised jdftdr any of'our 


sagacity of their compile? / butj Settor,- our j^t^hts^ve ^d n^d of 
the pious assistance of the brotherhood, being Stitt the 

Jiving. If a chaiige should happily occur, we 




“That is well”. said Monipodio; who theiV bCckobifi^|dte|.lioy r who 
had introtluccd them. “ Gauchoso,” said the- grq&t ' mS|ii^'We "the 
sentinels placed ?” “Yes, sir, there arc three jpiny 

surprise.” “Very good,” returned the professor, us 

/proceed tobusine^s t Ririconete. let me hear whatate Wd^&ain- 
inents” \ ' 

u Sir ” replied possess a little spice of ari*i ^chn > handle 

cards well, I<n^ to turn an ace to a Icing, and. Htt|e: mahceuvres 
of that sort ) i:ha4w the table of chances better than t&fcTeiri com- 
mandment^ ah^ haye i^ardt tha t a stolen guinea is better than a 
borrowed .cto^iv^i £ ^‘b^'i^very good as a beginning * said fclom- 
podio, “ but* these are merely the groundwork 

^aaieMn<>n nf ■* (4*a»<*«a 1«»ah^ 1«. tl.A 


state ■? ~ - 








E our 

you 

lips, 
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u We are nojtso mi&nstjniGtsdi” said l Cortadiilo, “as not to know, 
that what pays ; and heaven 




5||p#^ u 'are' a youth of 
you' forthwith on 


the ; -;,eom|iiihented^the newly -elected 

ibat the 

algiia^ tattling tQjv^S at full speed.” 

; to,* ev^enfce*' sig^ “ this 

algua^H' ? i$;^j^ticular friend of mine, and never comes with any 
h ostiie f will presently see what* he wants” Every one 
was ation, and Afonipdctio went to the door to 

speak t§ &isi|^i&hch with whom he was some little time in conversation. 
On Iiis tett/ttirhe asked Who had occupied the square of San Salvador 
that ' ■- V ^ 

“■ the, guide, “ Then hO w is^it thafc you have 

not given nStfce pf a purse, which you took ther^xphtaiiung fifteer 
gold ccoggft .two, reals, an d some quartos,” asked kodlppdio. “ Why; 
sir” replied, the. boy, “ the fact is, that 1 have neyerJ^e^nVthe purse ; I 
have not-take^ it— worse luck for me— and I ca«it6|1to^t]pe who lias” 
“ No .no^ehse with me, sir,” said Monipodip ; tnust and 

* 1 .* _:1 » __ j 


Rintbmifyi 

purse* Mp 
puri^mM 

at ;thlr <ip 
such;cfSkQ| 

surtta! « 


The:^oy^|p|5 asse^ftd hiif&noccntie, whiehV^^ the' 

conUauftity 

agaiiret/i:teMe}fr^ had ogerid^agajisj^thc- laws; When 
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therefore, we must comply \yith ; t% v ;i>r 9 vert) 9 ,whfch s$ys, ‘ To him who 


virtue! or 


Before the 

who, • to 

by one of iron. do 

you bring for tb^odio^% .dub 1 ?^ ?. 
one of the girft^calted -CjinancibsiV' 

She had hW$y Spoken these words, 'when^ a 

large baskct coy^red with a sheet. The very 

much delighted With,. the appearance of ^i|vj^^^^^;3KH5©|p.odio, 
taking one ; ^^^^. ; in|if^‘placed 'it, in his 
friends/ fo ; ;gr^^he^&jlyes round, it j ’then ;tmcam^\i^"|iaskct, 
which contaui^abuhdance of eatables, he desikd^ef%^'^ to carve 
for hims^lf ,';Th^eWas. rio want of good-wHl in A bbey1ngp^( '^Sanction, 
and thft ^^isfA^uesfs^rere put in re^uisiHon;"C^^4i^ d ^ a king 
use ofTl^^^^;4#ord in liett ^f a better and^ih<^e ^ppropriate 
weapo'^;;^^)^it^\0flhe basketWere' sp^n dfei^lj^ j, ahd some 



HSMpMi 

» 

nployer* • 


. The hfoid i-wisyse^r 







houses , Ih aifti 




as heard 
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way to some other „ quarter* and the runaways were about to be recalled, 
when a to be known to Moni- 

podio. no others. 

« executed my 


iness,* replied 
rnd, and 1 will 
ailed Chiquiz- 


vvhich I fO! 


But not a man of honour; aAd hstffc neglected 

my di^j^ r i^aVe^be ,^'^uircd v number oftsWlic^on ^he *face of his 
lacquarj/tji$^ show the marks:* ¥ Y ^.' tv v f^ [ 


no more th^S^ ife money f left, and l wilt fronting” 

S ay i ng thi^i^ took * off Sis *lmt; and, bown^ 

n Km it- /tin *■{&£&&& wWu -Moidnodib' £Ad'f*hfc -hirhVb^'the • skirt*' 


said^C^^g 
dog,* 'lisppj 

observeci^^p 

honegl^^fe| 

; $$4if 






k willingly:” * It 

rliO^ niaeterj K M1 engage that 
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Chiquiznaque shall make both , master.. ^nd man so like each other, 
•*““ .u ..-n ^*.1^ ,V ,-• 


that they shall net ; be kno : wi£ 
“ Well, with lhtspfom|^fe?i 




twenty ducats 

1 think I 
mine onthe 


Monipodw, on 

self in the itTo 

Rinconete to fesa^ttlcwiii^!: 3%e fkst jpaft '4Citjfc$wc iw^lftificount 
of the hea^;,l^^y>lch^JMtil^-^!|C;^|^^^Sferent 

pntnlnvprts ' UtThclii nnr/<« j 


Firsts TOs fp across 


“ First; J^^^«roftUe,0aver;lb\^ 
of the ve!5^^^wpty» at tjte rate. of ,<me.ei^;^p|^«^iwed 


"but*' sata MMI 
my boy 
more, ^he-di 




Moi 

to 

twenty! 

being then conclude the 1 of 


|^a’good 
|JS^'; pass 

|PPi)? - said 


9 yn-$Sy$fo (altered 
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into the booh) during which one of.the old respectable-looking gentle- 
men mwned^toiigfpnp ^,pt^*|<r:tha|thc hiid seen the gentleman 
■ from, Malhga^kp in*Virg^‘Sfe^^ ^'|^‘4p much improved in his 
art, devil, and 

would He had been 

>y illness ; but 

shoutd morning. 

artist the Jetvwho 

acts the..^p^^,f^d';tl^:rwn#«SBlg.ftb^oE^T^he-has taken 


acts the.. 


gentleman.' " VVi,’- -‘'t> r 5 '', 

K Ther^^^BiJd»foi;iafee these fifty reali h^ttt^f'you for the 
present,^, andt-'God ' bless and fej’sper : ydtt; in your 
lioncst^|W®pi^,%&^Jon Sunday next,, I everybody 

preseiit'l^^^fa's I htttte a lecture to pivc^you^erft tie . improve- 
ment of-Mjr^i|!|iHe;|hen'embraccd Riricdheteia^ifcti^^SlIo, giving 
them ihch^gfem their formergu ide, to fconductthwii'tbth^ boundaries 
of the'-wdiw^iottj^ to th^-u^^''th^«^'^it^c^table-for 

Pvt* rvt h \ TVbf '^FvtiJ'tt f mrrt that slvefrir'fr Thr» r?/tm « h*W TL* ,1 


lighted ^MjSm yjjflt; 



jt.rj j Arriving ac \ r 




THE PRETENDED* AUNT-* 


V 


\ 

tj 0 K\ Ol SAVE, lltfi, WKtCtt 0 < CURIliD At 8 AI 4 VAM -1 1 
r«t YLAK is 75. 

» 


As two young law student*, natives of La Mancha, were one day 
P 1 iiug ilong the streets of Salamanca, they happened to see ovi t the 
wivlow ot 1 cu tain shopkccpfi, a nth Pei sun blind, drawn clo ly 
diwn, — 1 not city which attrat ted then attention. Fond Of adventure, 
md moie decplv lead in the noble science of attack andrtefrnec, than 
tl ' Jaws ot ftartolus 01 Baidu*, they felt a sliong curiosity to know 
why the ntxcles the shop contained weu* kept, being maiked on sale, 
so st idiously out of v lew Why not c hibittd m the window as well 
is it the dooi ? lo remove thou pciplevity, thev proceeded to m ike 
mqimics— not at tile shop, but at one ome little distanoc Off, whue 
they obseivedsrbabbhngold ,hopkeepu busily semog his ndiqhboui », 
and. at the same tune, muling the latist m is and smjulal of tl.c 
plic** Inanswei to then questions, lie ran on with the $ 4 tne volubility 
“My yountj gentlemen, >ou ate very inquisitive, bnt if you must 
£now, thcic is a foieigu lady now lesides m that house, at least half a 
saint, a \eiy pattern of self- denial and austerity, and 1 wish you wuc 
mder liei direction She ha, vv,th hu, Jso, 1 young lady of e\ti 1- 
oidmaiy fine appearance alut great spirit, who is said to be her niece. 
She never goes out without a® old squire, and two did duennas, y oun„ 
gentlemen , and, As f think, they are a family from Granada, nth, 
pi oud, and fond of retirement At least, IhJC 0 hot seen a single soul 
m our city (and I have watched them well) once payrtbom a visit Nor 
nn 1 , for the life at me, learn from what place they last came luthei. 
But what I do know is, that the young lady is very handsome and vei y 
it pectable, to all appearance ; ahd (torn the stylo of living and hi„h 
Ik 11 mg of the aunt, they belong to none ot the coapnotfsort, ef that I 


am smc.” * 

1 10 m this accotiht, pronounfcedwith ho little emphasinaac authority, 
by the gairuloUs old gentleman, the sfudeftts beetle mats daget than 
*, * } M ** 

* «j \ 1 1 v r im.hu 'the oily iiarvdU & <* 4 *»te**g£ tuStto of * d i 

Ouixctc, tfat li id not, uU tfte prestnt a** <wuk Va . « V s 

l toed It Mvtrfiid rlunn< the prudent and lii(S5 pubtebdclin a lime collection, 

ciUitiiU 1 1 * sDiritu d« Muutl de Cemntc* y fcaavedia ‘ Marina *8x* 
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ever to follow up their adventure. Familiar as they were with the 

— ; — t ^ e names 0 f the different 

ar^ofJthe day-, they were 
jgjran^ers, and their 
UStry : and persever- 
^oufets, and the first 
fur ,of noon, the 
no admit- 
illy inferred, that, 
;hot well take their 
iey eat at all, they 
r - Jnner. 

for Shortly they . saw 


topographical 
fainilie 
still in 
conn< 
ance, 
thing 
door of: 
tan< 
if no 
meals at-: : 
must ‘ ^ 

astaf' 
in white, * 



jSgawKl. 

3 iJ'. jL 




iyet^id jbohipg lady issue ff bni the dulling, arrayed all 
_ ( ah inipiettsc; surpjice, widfe tfiana Portuguese canon’s, 
extendi^^^^O^^a^- closer bound . round l>er temples,. and leaving 
only just her to breathe. : Herifanwa^ in her hand, 

and a huge^sarywith innumerable beads afcdhehs about her neck— 
so large' those of ^anUmifio, they reached clown to 

* was of -fine silk trimmed withfurs her gloves 

without a fpldj ^ndr^ Ji^d a walking- 
delicately with silver. 

_ '/who seemed to have beifmgedfo the times of 
Count ''Fe^u* ; <?oiishtcs, escorted his honoured, on the left 
hand vHf^a^ drfessed in /a large wide coat bf ,veiv^:sniff, without 
any trin^&g^nci ent scarlet . brceches«-rniQOnSh>v 


— j*r .r T -— . . . ^ ... cloak 

^i|^ binds- -and a cap of strong nette^oO^ which produce! 
^ « but; which he wore$^ to 

^mS/C'l^fhess M ’his upper story ^addio 
and a$$id Navarresfe sword, . v '^Lvihwife *d ■: - ■ 

another of 

■; ' 


trimm 
rather 
cold 
belt 



^pparcnuy' about 
g'raeiouaaspect. 
intelligent ; 


l %Z/ ■ r 

^ehrows,long 
Chraatipri. Her 
ipund brows of 
ion, &c., &c. ; 
ish stuff; her 
tunings and silver 
common essence, 

.light andreasy t in 
>0 ad%%age, aud id'her /tf^ ammble ’ 
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still more attractive. In the eyes.of the young scholars she appeared 




little less than a goddess^ 
boasted, would have, 
more experienced | t 

by surprise— astonjsl^lj^l 
stood gazing at 
them; it, being 
of the serpent, frot W 
devour them. • 

Behind this Mvo toS 


Behind this 
(like maids of 
in the obsolete 1 

J Witii this 'fo&M^pokUg -at 

length arrived at* the housd^thb. good squire - t oo^ B -M|M6oft 'at the 
door, and the wfi^e^artjf inade thebventtffe. to; the 

j'oimg students doffed;} their -caps ,;>#th ' extraordVaif ^-fp^ yv an( j 
politeness ; displaying in their air and’ marinei-; ^ «,h 

respect as they could muster for the occasion., 

The ladies, however, took honbtfceof m 

and the youngjeademeh out, : who w£re left auiteiDeSv^iftdhalf *n 

1rtv*A cfn nrlirto 1 in f kii;Wir1 4 1 a WC fV«A 0 »«a»l jaSiSVe ^ ,. . * 


their pcaie had'Adtcorae td.SaliimSnca for the w^^Kfarfyiw" 
the laws 'ttfjp^fetoess, but studying, how to hreS»^j^./g t 
however, o|^|^-in^fdtitucle,;thcy agreed, to return; 

“*> treat tta^%tofe.fqtfowihg night td; a little conccrf-i^^^'in the 
form bf^^^e^r6|^.is.the fffSt and:only s«MKw 

offer at the wit\ctows'6ir^^^ hray 

presenV-it^^^feii^^uratlailTsl^S^^^Iln of 
what 




they provided 
artd a. 

a sonnet. 

of their lives and 

by dint of bii«ng lips a 0 j 


A4wa&e ^hd^PaStaii^t»''F-mrSd£ 
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manufactured a sonnet, weaving with his ..wits just as an operative 
wonl^ ^ ' ' ' 

they song it, 
^a-t .- the due hour, 

thcre'^jt^W^S^ -f^r " ^^lyal r ^nino\' Rights of the cleaver, 

four^ra$^ fcssfcery, we harper, one 

thirty, sshicl d-soi* nders, and numerous other 
into • several companies ; all, however, better 
skilled iti|;he mu5ic bf the knife and fork than in any other instrument. 
In fiill'c^fee^liey Struck up, on entering the street, and a fresh peal 
on ar^vi^^t’^Js laSy^ house $ the Jast of .which made so hideous n 
din a$ f& within hearing from th6ir quiet sjdmbers, and bring 

them to th^it.wihdows half dead with wonder and alarm. This was 
continued softie) time just tinder the lady's window, till the general 
concert ^asp4, to give room for the harp and the recital of the poet's 
sonnet! Thfs was sung by one of those musicians who never wait to 
be invoked ; r ®tpt was the poet less on the alert as prompter on the 
occasion! 1 tS>vas given with extreme sweetness and harmony of 
voice* Recorded with the rest of the performance. 

Hardly the recitation of thi-r wonderful production ceased, 
when a c.ttuhing. rogue, among the audience, turning to' one of his 
compapfon^, exclaimed in a loud, clear voice,/* I vow.to Heaven I never 
heard iyfes* song w^se sung, in all my born days! Did you note 
wdl tho harmony of the lines, and that exquisite adaptation of the 
lad y -s ilapi& j: that fine invocation to Cupid, and the pretty mention 
of theia^e adored object,— the contrast then between, the giant 

and: t^d^arf— the malediction— the Lmprecation— the sonorous march 
of the^wple poem. I vow to God, ; tfeat if; j ; ha^ the pleasure of 
knowing the /^Mjthor, I^ould willing/?,. tG : ^dr/a^^ him 

a do^^r^iau§agcs;fqr I have this'ye^^yi<^i^%^ from, the 

; i wo r(i c&»ca snhr^‘ tnre pAnvWj».1 .1. A . 


|ve4r^,«|( 

th^ o<: ■! .V.-;.- 


W&&M £££&& 'ioKerk which 




iw£«cma:i.-cd dosed, a 
not -a -little dis- 
again 
chosen for 

M .ptyswimk ^before, they heard 
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a window opened, and one of the duennas whom they had before seen, 


tne serenades : - yteucha di 

Astudillo y . sonu . 


other quarter, and: ndtJWiPg 




Lady Espcranza di-Tbrt<dv& Meneses y P^hfeo;; ^® ^^^^|^proper, 
therefore, to create such a disturbance, quality. 

You must have recourse to other nidaris, of a more |Snu^^niy kiiicl, 
if you expect to meet with a favourable rceeptfbft." ' ' 

On heaiing these words, one of the youtig gailahts ^hid^y^tetq^d, 
“ Do me the favour, most Venerable mistrCss, to request ^ 

Lady Donna Esperanto, to gladden our eyes by presehtihg- herself 
at the window, I wish to say a few words, which in% ^pvtv of the 
greatest consequence.'’ a 01), shocking ? 9 exclaiitied?th^,d^n»a, ,/* is 
ii the Lady Espcranza you mean ? You must know, 'mygb&<f $lr, she 
is not thus lightly to be spoken of,— she is a most'" honourable, 
exemplary, discreet, modest young person, and would nbt comply with 
such an extravagant request, though you were, to " offer ;hLer all the 
pearls of the Indies" ? ‘ ' *.V 

During this colloquy with the ancient duenna, there, carnet number 
of people from the next street ; and the mu sicians;u thinking the 
alguazils were at hand, sounded a retreat, placing the baggage of the 
company in. the centre; they then stiuck up some maMal .sounds 
with ihc help of their shields, in the hope that the‘ captyift would 
hardly Kke;tq accompany them with the sword dnnc4,]44 is the 
custom at . the holy feast of San Fernando at Seville i 
prefer passing .-on Quietly torisking a defeat in the prcs^hcd of his 
emissaries. ■ ; ‘ ' ' 

They - ground, for the purpose of ceppleting 


consent to window.. But not 

I — A. l. &TA.4. .*« ...w* a..* Ji 






extreme annoyan^ a^id ^ 
effect their musicat-tii^«|4 
wits’ end, they at kif hiVdpb} 
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demure, and hypocritical set of phrases she could command ; though 

If • * ti _i*L V. »* • La it 






S^wohld 




interview.; - < ,'^^7 , ,y • - Kl ; 

After an 

proposal \yas ^6<M^y^a^‘#^«jilS||-i^K ;: ^6re 

could be nb 3,1 


manner, and not content with intercepting the cayalie^s.® 

ftnrertn«tJrtiT 


personating jddppi 'Claudia^ the wily 1 old lady : ,resoi^^ the 


be informe^5^tof^ *i V,* */ / - ' ' * 
Deligb $\tccc^! t the 4 * young’ cavai^^mfesed his 
obliging gu^^it^eVery expVe^ion of esteem, and.^^f^Lhighest 
^niplimenttf mistress ; at |he same time a - putse 

into the eixougb. Ho purchase, a >vKo®^jjSTrcbe of 


fme clothes;. rB^pIe!yd^g^an, w buttered the cunnmg^0ldj^dyi as 
she left all findy managed 8?&^: but I 

must touch ‘iSw Mpi^ of Sl^ntioney jhc has certalnly mbfethan he 

1 __ + .'“ t '.*4L iL - --i_ J.Ly ~1-- , __ 


lady’s hOuse||^Ei|^; 
officers 

well againiof't.^ 
present of |5)fefe H 
gentleman x\ 
the secret” * * ■’ 

M earttime^th^y^ 
hour ; an<| Ssr th« 
took his .hat ari^‘d 
expecting him.V;^ 

On his arrival ^ 
caught his eye, shw 
with, well filled 





bid 


actua 






;o 

ndLs 


ecstatic 
d&enria, 

ggjpg^^^ ^^ ^lua not been 






• sharp, bittfei 
.and she had 
Safely; ensconced 
her, ’and found 























CMPANTJSS. 


During this bijr^ moral lecturcy B^erapza kept her eves fixed 
upon qoite^esign^d 


yourhp^d® 
keep-y#!^ 
s oss^y^pp 
I toon^p 

any inOr^^ 

wonid^|4 

To say'^p 
shall foi^g 
cantlytCOT^ 

Of:t MM 






deserts. 



ingrati^M^ 

Donn^CI^M 


pfo|£|e&^ei^ as it 

6st^^|bise>f dftnoealment;' 

thtf : di$coveir)r : ^'filace,' of 

tiil'-the jtori vai <^^ie p6^^ thought it 


r&oirig cavalier out of/M§ : $^rut^W* im her 


tjffee* As if Was impo^sfbl^t^lspealc t^Dbn tF elix, 


off safdjfc^p 
very sly^l 

that h&H mm 
alarms 

which 

twoof 


x,ahdj 




into- 

jOfir, *i\ - f 'g Wrii^ <n Ay* »awt 






B it, almost 

vho^^- 
it They 




While 
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forfeit ray pledge. | too am. in love with this lady; and with 
H eaven’s will bfe mine— my 

own w : ;||e| |^t'«^ns y ._no more to Aunt 
Claudia' -thtf astonished 


students 1 





hfmi | ;^^4%ltt raj,..no more to Aunt 
l#|^^^^^;A^to,vthcP astonished 

they had 

■ i Me Sappy 'adventure 

tf^iiiim^tlie^Jahguage of the 


place, and 
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the blood the 

depth of « solift^ . mei;ye with 

mine, that wefcpnld together : bewajF Ou^ a 

mutual sympath^ iti One anothe^sivoo^ ; in*^ the 

severity of th^ deMny which th^ll^-p^hat we 

once were. rctents of tiirie,,one 

may come roiind when youshaU again lift ydxtr lt^^ ^^ battk- 
, merits into the «ky, though pever canthey just 

a cause ai jebut 

have I to exp^f ih th^ extremity of #ere to 

be restp\*ed to me same fortyncwhich befbfe : Bhc^5 : |^sh^e-' For 
then, slich |$, m^ doom, I was nor 1^ppy : iiofti : r «e^aod ' now, 

in captiyijl^^pltJghrl. lo.rige^to be^uife myself 
Such w.a^J^TteJanguage of a, Christian chptive, flfom a 

declivft^ij^ seem- 

ing,- like’' his 
own -were 

constioitir^^ 

a wild Issucdi 






















C/\K I*AXTJSS. 


' d “ Wif 1 
a Serics << 

aB ■ ' y* 1 wi “ do 




^gMl^lr^ ^S^i!^.*? h '“*" 

he 5.W^^M%W®S^^efnS Wi " ff M With 


a ’ ^ ^oodroos-ii^^^b^thiijt 
with a sWetoess'of^iiAir .iin JL!**® 1 ? 


tion rfaSSifr' 1 *" wmmytthzvtxncn. 

Zt *rf 38 ®S 0 K I m te * i y0u - ^ther *^kj(fik« w « e 
wererstaytnff at Tfenahi’* <rT". T** wwc 


• havg.^lp^ 
hav^ilp; 

k^jw^sCzrb 


rfmlt+roGiPwi tefiikt her I 

fflMRMNMKvfcii 1 

jy^ M - js^^ss EPpro . yon 




aal^P 




m s 








have 

Spa***: <fevotcd, 
fp,;#»th h^my all 
^f^r'hoi-^id they 
SS.^f’AqtlwW {•' so 

ip**® receive we 
pen,^B<}'-siteioVed 
fNai^courtier- 
(jra. sriieoih ‘tongue, 
■bfestW, won those 
f«t services could 





EL AMANTE LIBERAL . 


never do,— but, on the contrary, she treated them with disdain, and 
even aversion. . , W 4 -' ; - ■ .* •"» ■ 

“To such 

have fallen, a her 

jealous love, 


P^ y 


\t Wn< fivA/l ivt*u*irv ifii/ha ;.. 


learnt that a. ii^aklp^^tkpMk} 


attendant^ Wc|pjl|!^ 




the effect whS^i m^appieafaiicc, produced. ^It'.'w^a? hd^-JpSd^ however, 
ere my -sigM 1 &$0. } J ^j0^ifM§^m^i&pnse 

turned tSiSidi^ttehyniy |a^e seat 

ray ador^®^^%f^g*jC t^towdi'ifi'i :h|.5^^f^p]^^»bled 






wreathfe^; $f|s§fe 
myrtle •fekve&;S^I 
look onjthltrl^l 
pKOUd-aad i .;A|i||| 
laws .nw&6t'--^prlaj 
idiot’ l}t^'p|hlldj|!j 

are ; €«n ; Ee'Si^ 
and Dfi&Stt&c^'jp 
being, w^e'vS«i 
ignotsra^tcaft ins: 
of youth}.&3 pride' 
And does the bks 






m» ce : 

Rgfcwith 

t'det me 

fe-Vet, 

Iptand 

placed 

mm 
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seeing herself surrounded ,! by t&g of tjae corsai^ burst 


a Christian, spb&jpf ^ 
had doomed ,h^M 

execution, on : >ccdi^ 


^pm^nder 

^^uitant 




pirates the next ® 




.-ill eagertx>^^i^^^iiE.^lia|^^ .yias$ing, in'- to 

treat for rip^^f^^^e^^ow^stewitrd 1 

liberty, (tP^: 






p': the 

Sifetbe 




mm 


fUfoatf 






162 


CERVANTES. 


of the , island, Ke ; dej&cricd six,Itidian $o|l> part of a squadron from 

«s?4 and the 






'*Pqil' th *Y could 
J^^^Sf^rbary. c^ast. In 
tmder favour of 


of tm 

Christ! 

ItoU$(f 

crosvrf 




^ CaVC 


voyage so 

a3 ^* Ving at 

*ix 

roejsaid in 


&!C* etailie . d lieif, being qo4^Qk|^e-4. lo convert 
ir an»d to make her his wife^ ^ v, /.*•&£%«" * . . 

tt IlSSstl&iv^L: ■ Sdi as dtie v of the eantive* .,„i 


me* * 
betwj 
that fc 


Jznf ar 

b^sUwof.haviifg;te«t ,fil$l$tt$‘g<5ld crowns 
ll #Ptp answered it .was im^Ss^^igEM'Jbe would 
!a»mfeHm. the /Offer* who ttrio-h f: *hW-» Vike» Ki.. 


assured 
ed into 
.master 


gave^q 

resold 

Vis«^ 






i:"2? 


R ed by 
S she 
mine 
jgrief, 

fallen 
t with 

?b£b&arde6f which 


mmm 


on awakening from 
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it the object of aU'xft&Mi 
1 execrated 

1 anientatidn jtbMny I - 
to punish 'me.. 
repressed my 
dig nation; ahd 
not -yet d 




ma 




little -less* . tli^y iju^ a 

short while' . 

with the ceH^yJfidc^^ore 

■that jutted ohtlmpmfeo^iW The 'diner : 

direction," wa^l^ td USj attdteiribfe was 

by force 

men of the^tf^^Usy ?PP^H with 

their e if OJRTSJ i £&&& h i '» W rf^t nife vne vtta c „T-iir»i*« ^Vuf 




I'pf pww to 

CaMha^tftOw nttdl &'. fo&l £«m .- ■ hv Wl l \trh i tr\i * it -,i 


night badM&fk^ 

hearts, tetopest*- 

refused the ^aptaih,^t;they^i^ty^^| 

oar, *turn^fc%|^^?‘tf®B tier prow* to 

her 

the ^.i 50 iwgpa'' 


the 

winds and^ayes 

oars, -till, gradually apjpf#|^ 
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with the view ofdj&cayering if Any thing remained' -from the wreck of 
the' othbf SBKJ a ^ ctlGr? y sat infection 

ifnotin life, I 
ggtth ; and /or this 
I Oh shore, to 





|chte limbs on that 


t Was bhee more 

, . . , . . ... ^ . Jjifself n'ow took 

ent^df hb/ frcSf tri m ed vapidly 

that in the 

~kt> tp'ife^hv^nail .terror of 


“^',-‘0''? * r v *»v*v ' «*vv nuip r u,vv_t»-'pwo6, 

^faiid an Qitra’rrival thOre, itt^^fetSssf,* haying made 
^m^ithemsharq'of thehodt^a^ip^ a as is 
6M3§jf^%as seized with a"\npl(Sat mnfes,; which, in 
■BSWe^h.ini Ttt) another world. '’Thh'fiey'tlrMP.tQpkposses- 
L ia *"*"' SL * J: “»rty, and the officer appoin tedrby the Grand 

'l* nr . .in Ji ^ •Lillie j? M. 


Ertd the share of the viceroy of 
B^JIb^yprUs, and , 1 accompanied-xfi|m;Jh| 
^ffiStiOH'of obtaining mtf ransom .-/ :*$&■ 

^ " ' ^having heard from the ca]ptdih^sbl<^" 
f\ but 1 endeavoured to 
, 'rap'd declined bVtDffcff-X^P 1 


w 

hfcif 1 
~ & .'■ 

cons 

teyB 

■or; 

thchtito^l 


lb shortly 
V though 
indeed 
mt I' was 
fet he had 
fc’/me, my 
fesL of ini- 
lost 

'rail relish 
©end* dr 
'I’think to 
foSny eyisL- 
^lecause; 
t of my 
,Alas! 
fjh^atf&a 
tfef^htch 
^fcewith 
[^vsoUgKt .to 
. " l\%nhappy 
i&a^hS untried 
s^#;fa provoke 
s sufferings to a close. 




and 

space w ‘* 

cnga^$§| 
<$pect4frri 
- Ina.littte 

fdoa4 i»M 

enter, 

so; fbr, S&tJ.. 
himself, as yic&vyp 
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as/to -call for 
sj>ot 7 with the 

can ses* rn^re fryii} d^Vidual ju d gmen t than 
by is the 0ompetent4u^dge inall - cases, 

i*& tKere i$ no App^al.lw^wm to any other 
trihuha^S^h^ei jherc entered a chdiiz, a idrt^Qf alguazil, who 

* *Je?w,. who had brou^fe a beautiful 
Chr^^m^ffydh^ was desirous tbjscli rto ^ichjtlie cadi made 
answ^^h^should be instantly admitted. . In nodong time he re- 
t ufned nhd^thhim a venerable Jew, who held by the hand a woman, 
attirj^'ig^^\,fashion of Barbary, and of such admirable figure- and 
appearahc%\ that not the most wealthy lady of Fez or ^Morocco, — who 
surpmjaM^fncanlB in the art of adorning the person,— not even the 
hiir-onCSjbf^rge),- with their glittering gems, amid compete with her. 
Her fac^.^t^’covcred with a fine worked- scarlet veil, her arms were 
adornct| IvftJf gold and gemmed bracelets ; and even round her ankles 


now 


\yho^|^ 


opM^^Kprcdmihanaed the Jew to withdraw the ebvidus Wil which 
hid th^lai.t^bristian’s features from their eyc$/f t Th^X,S^hed as if 
da^t^^^ptjC^llliancy of her charm s— ch antis tli at fr^dtthe soul of 
eveiy,'^hof^' ,: Such, indeed, was her stitpa.ssbg^e^^and the 
spl^l^wholc air and figure, as to - make^;hy^ ^impress ion 

before 

?J rtp.'-' £iVl :■ El fl d'^nn T 




$£pt- and 




■ (, 

r 
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opinion, and that he would his life. u It is I who shall 

Kive the four thousand afytfnd -much 

less oppose com- 
pelled to < fiv »n- 

able . tMt .h&\ 

This leaver, us 

see where standa s tfte^sfi^hith‘wh^7^1ijgai^s^ 4 ti^^^S^^^k:elier 
from me?? > ** I ^ifieth^t^lhd 

same purpose didlftrst bespeak heriyotnthe J * 'and^*|#S^p|[re fit 
withal, that 1, sailing forthwith to.thecapjtal, shbulS^^p^f^pned 
to present this rich offering to our mighty paster. . / say, 

for I ain withopt;^ ;jd^ce-r^| wdact . the ■ 

1 1 as$an r hast just ohfered into ' commission for ’ th ern 
this most abundant territory of Cyprus. For the^cVe^Si^k«^[:»v?ng 
first offered- for the "captive, thou art bound to feaye;^^ 3 ^|^Lt so 
I may gain the favour of our common master?*; $ wOfch, it 
stands me in like steady returned Ilassan, “to obtaiif &dvs#^fcr to 
my gracious lord; and better yet should! have nb'-h^^l^ipcst in 
giving her to the sultan. Talk not to me of cbtiveniA«c^3^^li arm 
a tight galley with my own picked men, and my owift Slavl^J^. work 
her. Ayo/that will I ;* gainsay me now who dare ! }f 

At thes^proud words the face of AH turned pale-^yi% ?%^> an d 
starting^ he seized his hanger, crying but r ^^^E^san, 
look to ffi|£w^a$V w my intents are good ; I would giye^hf|^fi^:}stian 
to our Grand Signor ; and having been thfr $x$?' ^pur- 

chase, itf and justice that you yield her 'such 

be not/ purpose, this good weapon shall T^OSp (0f?Mght, 

and pui^h^y fei^^ ^ The cadi, intent on all that^a^Steahd no 

less the others, bethough^^$f^'phn 

of tl\e ; gio>ving embers fast 'fejja m c, 

withofii t; 'ttiectrft ^ to'* do ;so.; ^ and;yt to 
remain ■ Pretty- captiybt 

himself feged^jriyals,*- : 

“ My 
forget 
both of 

as you. hrjxkl - fsf fiK& M figl 
wc^ld’hhv^Btfe^ fhJtS % v 

the ||| c^4 Ah, 

that' yom'^lst if .> p \Vu n 

says the ifrfce 

for her, 

as good a one I j? pfs^g&nus 
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she will come -into my nas'? 
“ Ought I 

which, 

, But the cadi 


a^~ bewHI.*’ 








and left _ Ricardo^ by ; peonMV\whb:4t^/^S^ ; J^c the 

eyes of to u»li^i^^o)#^-jasibe loadstone 00s't0^^^^ ilf, walls 
of the city ! CHe'A<*5l®»8W^flS^^§i^ring 

how he %d->tp;|fc ( ,khd[ 'wl>bre he had . bought, . to 

which the othar-ifiSsae answer, that. p had h9»jgpM|bf ; S^ii^tirks 
at P.intaoalca, ^'mjt the Pachas here interrupt td*n*^.M^^E5ajng 
him. into theirpn^oce-hfeafttime, Wfifle cohdne^hy n 

to her destination; M ahoinet inquired of to frto'^i^:^p^k;c= had 
come'! She &ns^ered,, it .was..frotn, the noble, city of?te^tfefe-^^<(he 


-w-w — ,y ,’JW‘* v»*» *v nonj »*-> « * VS|ir-**£«p ,* »VU 

mid .noble ; .^pie<ift that city," very handsome and'hctohmitsfibdi and 

Vnfttim Af > /"hi£ .- 1^1* -Xu. * 


in^ ?"..h^|I|R^et;..;« That did lie, by followjH^p;|^% : to 
m.ike Thplyi, ,“ And.are you acquaip^Ki^^pher 

gentlem^f^^pi'dr^^hdiid; ijiaUhy, liberal, gentle, him 




Cofrielio, 

“ but tell 

“ He.was.bi»ugE(t,?r^p|r, §j 
him while in a garden-net^ 


SPSpW!^ 

di&'hMfhis 



i- 7 o 
master, said, 

s landing j 
herrit 
Ma 
Ric 
tha$ 
case;; 


%d 


, CERVANTES, 
alapta^env. 


whose name*, notwith- 
'&% ; She remained 
" 'fUit the tomb of 
^ his departure, 
M&^carey in, order 
^ In 

^ fd yijte to me 
thitfrir. Rut 

Vifcout «»y 

%%,d£yst pft^ry^r^^nenU^g . without 
tjRf calted Xeopisa, yjiorn ji^ihatf^pvedj he said, 

" 5h«fw%$' ^rpy|^^ie;;adde^ “ in 
rlw^s of Pantanal th&e event 
r< , £$£**»■ cpuld^o louder Tell rite all 

, v r Lebiiisa; * did he %»£' in conversing 

, rn ^^ ner *ht , which the^ hijnself were 

returned Mahomet, f f aridVoftcri asked if a 
ir^ti^htdf^^e^X^oiiisaj had been hrpugh'^ for he 

obtain her' ransom,, ipr.^it. he would 
^ Alas' me't w cried J-^ovu^^^riw.good, how 
muc h nobler thah Gri.meiirij^*^^fewards me, 
0 f jiis sufferings arid death. pleased 

*^at so I might have, hail ,p£^sipri tp. return 
-he bore uie, for X aui %*WM^&^9bught 
.by, Ricardo, ^o- so 

i^^l|®^t* 0Il0 rirJs all that, has remained]^ «*£l 3«*S ** 
g^Sdt'whp'is my master, fio$ 

Christian, to adyisf^ 

,^%r&iis;and manifold that I ;kri6w"nri 

<$«£•” ,^ 1 'wgt ^d^ 

( p that ingenuity ‘ or forced 

tLj *-Vta^^-L -y of jSs-:^ 


^..djor the 
ttipri^to you, 
-^miie-.my 
yay to turn, 


anyj 

thtfl 







Tu 

versatjojyi* 


lime 


,wtfw*-you 
?ntne pachas 
3$A&'9f his 
wfflS4 Turk 
^i&ILthan 
^^onispat 

&he;s'ef .putpon 

“ &A -‘ r the 

ijnpct 
sj/t&the 
^decorated, 
ier conductor 
v , ...... _ T _ \o of the con- 

ascribed the Indy’s 
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emotion on hearing bf '^bp.^ais^started into his 

eyes. of 

CorneUo, of ; 

the whol&of of 

Ricardo, itfho/ tOrj^^Mp® t 

my by 

Charlesfhe F :‘^te]|^||||^^^^&'|lifices 
both in peace 

was engaged in 3||fc^ l^B^jtent 

.upon the : 'idaifo' ${ji|^^ 

^beauty; a ; ih 
hair, which her 

through ■ tile tl^tT, time, he- Said,' Jthert: sh 

cavaliefs fh Xh&Jf&i&pt '&n Andalusian apd n Caller. ;%^j£^>tK|b^;rare 
prudence, and^^^eV;VThe moment he;W!fe^#3^&^p^^3^ v sian 
burst &»&%$ ' of; enthusiastic ad^fraiio%^'^&Vf living 
every rule of j4he ?host. difficult verse, in wlult Is ternve^^^^g^fd in 
the fifth Ithe bf X^ccwplet he suddenly paused^a^ 
to an end* either the sentirn^Ut c# the versed v 30^ 
who stood : ^;^<^^,and had heard the a 

loss, snat^.eC the middle of ; the ^opu^t;' Sp'^liiis V:fips, 

pursued i^/V^r finished , -\t with the ^proper rhymes^fiSftSSVty of 
s e nt im entVai we]I^| 3J dw, my dear, friend, it was\fh^;ft^|®^jwhich 
occ urred* my mind when I saw'. tlip { $£jj£ * ; * of 

Leom3ab£e|ite^^ through the obscurity '^ 

— a light,' th^;Sed^ed to beam like heaven wi th jilt r y 

upon ■ Restrain? 'youy ,: ‘p^|^^^&^i^es,” 

iinerrtt^^|M&o|nii^;; yntha, ^Ue, t “.unjess yoji 

rather for ^C&tstihn £ jfeb $/ leayfpg. 

let me , pu' v men «. proceed m thl|}'4^j^tfi^raur ? ” 

“Alas f; ikttp^UU!r|hat - pa^Evb^ : ^^^:|^dr a 

Venetian $&!& $$$$$$& j^es^nf K$i'. 

the 

“ is for yd$ v ||&g|H| w |Bm ft § ' rftf *?5®f 

had" WSBK^^f^ 

made **lm 

returned ' to-tfie 1 ra r$MS gHHMjjM 

residential 

his departure 

with. the cftdi' tb mrwiifcl f j£h S^fp^ndt 

forgetting to recommend 
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the suItan,most ww;mly 4 tV; 
ample ; ' ‘ ' ‘ ’ v ' ' " * 

forth®. 


m 


2SSB 


m 


fff &your> The; other made 
ftreachery, and eager 
itfe&dcd to reserve 


[chrdo to become 
,j|S‘ jjjtys wctched 
^ jilt jrvlew; with his 
'jMeHbw changed his 
( ||tW hi s real one 
on account 


^f06ft, who;vcii tJK’fac^: ? 8phjlr fcrorrtcn, $0 as 
. . r*. ^ tftev 

^ && captives, 

m - ledger ‘ tn^SIgc': vpass* 

It-^hkojvefed: fHatthe Sefiora Haliraa one '&£^^Smesl6n H 
If Vas^he struck with and 

^dx-iye: his image from, frer'tei^fand 'it sc 
•rattle content with. the;pboV;afesitions of 1 

tft ililHlllo^fl a' iVieciArv (Vvi>'tli'« U« - ! 


'/passions of 


thafsh 
readied 
anc&jt 
-aa$. v 
ceiveSf; 

mist 
br _ 

*«*$$ 

r 


v . intended 
^ J^Uanid iiad 
^uch’eiichant- 


s-i- - dn *8 ed a Pas?**** for ; captive, 

to.Leonisa, "for \rfiofo fe&fcsj&eiidy- con- 
“^jW^8Slhn»' added to her- respect — ’ 1 
r^lajttd' Signori ' .She told "her. 

s^-into the lfo^H^-^., 

*»** she thought she Iraid .^^beheld a 
m her life rthat>Jh#<^Me^s (7«7/A 
^a-iCavalier, and had come from the ^fo’et&i&ory as the 


or t0 

heard 
Syrttf ho of 
JBfiS? -is* no 
llfctt hither, 
| s whnt you 
ii&lima, ; 
dftgthe 
„ ; to him 

^oiccplead 
ri ,. J^hnot resist 
^te^gfptivc* .the 
tp his 
^pfanroki cn- 
in what 

' '?$$* tcgarcls tothc fa i r 
WW^fl^SrG^hd Signor; for that 
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and talk»te£ 

dca*^ 1 


CJtRVAXTKS. 


it, my <# parents are Greeks, l see 
ga- that account ? do 
fide in.yOu, my 
ev*s reply, * 4 and 
nr or'fivedays ; 
X riot permit me 
fwa$ Afraid of 
er ventured to 



of the 
the 
that 
up, 

same sen- 
feisa, who 
/a&onfeh* 
y t3hiedead. 
Iv'fppn his, 
|Sph|f dut'a • 
'i at^Se-' fcashe 

c- * 

cause 
tidy, that 
ittdrtalwho 
•foir I now do, 
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r Vy wx jim^ DQ rn«.;ia»r3 

erer meet. 
sends me to 

for yow/te^^gj^^jlf 'Wfrl. '; But W 'foil 'r &j$0 


^consummate my 


»»*4v# «fliH,.juA,u^^iu^iuff youiieraove. ** That Wuld *> 
replied- iiftafine. %ch,-n.^^^4& W e‘' t 

hath im^cdM^^;,fl«; a .the. w itt- to ^WIIm 
account) that,, «^j^j:j|irect each as we please ?>lfr ^ r ^|t$ nr jifei/^r 
able that a foahV^^foign ih.so serious a 
me that yqp4M!^lHlMrMlC ; «oii. experienced 
had- yoa; adfott it 

thus seeing >>oiu Ip. return ^us 

inake, hAy ; itoftg 5 |tevto^ .fox heart pttd 'affections all 

I woold^»^;iwjfmt,.meahs you vtere freed. f'rn^'tmmMW^ 
cruel C03^%j»&^w< you foil into those orthe-I®*r 4 . ; ^|fl ' 

“ M am at laisij^’ ; i will swp vah «*« i« a. 


4l ; T V1 * XPCBV 

that m.&e^||mttg ;; ^%e,day we wereseparate^^tPs^ 

w«l» ^#hH^aaadWwt#.iS^^ 


Ipfc ' t?fo ; vtjro^st;- exe^pl^ 




he took 
to the 
tlie 

Turks, as 

anddragging;^ 0Mm 
“ Eight 

island^ durid^;whi^|| 
me the same v^spei^M 












S *2” 

tale 

dw, 

iSfcied 

|||^our 
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in a dtwii, fircm.l&tfcw* felt. *&fc*ta* su>$tfeed *>V a party, 6f Chris- 


meiCTi 

wj^mp 

collet^ 




^^qimaader of the 
P^ipire, ind twenty 
boy 


iber^ touched 


waMSfi# 
the jytjfj 




^^jrWtkhC a «gns to 

^e 4 ^tS&t (bey ‘Were 'dtstfwe' 4 ^lF®^ ; They were 
'Moors, ani Sn f f^H‘^W^’ r l c h Jew nicr- 



the j|*5?|^SnV^^ty Turks, t he'^esseV^i^d^er voyage ; 

.most base proposals, v& itfr. jf treat ed in a 


to stop 
greater 






^j^amg that 
^0^j^kM ?y i r for’ the 
on 

j^Katalitywe have 


iere; the 
■ to talk to 
it r in the 
; of 

of our strange 
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adventures— you doomed to ask;of! ^ what is impossible— I to 
^n^age >-ou^o 


opposed, to ;faVo 


hands \ 

dare not 

you always \vh|g 3 ^^^|?j v ^y:^<ij^(t. 50 ^ 

you' never .beho{4M^»5»iiC;' ; 1ir«a^-.ybu;'^V'%h^fe®i 

»rU.s^ .**. liu^La.— ‘ .idsKEiit ShJi/ 4ZLs a il t > Mbjfilvj 




/hen at IJbe^^p^ud^sct ^ "Sf a weaiUi 

/rest 


{trover 

Wmt 


was vehensie^fc 1 ^'^ ^j$$ugp& Of he 

honouredJ|u$J?^ so far Troi^i^^|®Siphere 

was no j»at^sn«pft : r not 

capable ' * ? ^ear tnoty* he 


thecadi^i 
have no'^J 
and. wfes'fii 


(%. 'in tHe;''maiuie'r ’yot%* 


t-imcQ I 


Indents 


aspeHt^^kp^.-, jpi^wa$ 

the^adt;, #as in 








advise t^c 

board, and ^iri^'l^Er a Is 
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CJEXlst.VTJSS. 


opportunities of, 
that 





:cceding ; io his object either by force or fraud ; 
iw;*W u-ii ■cu'stoov info the 

^■^’Ted bythe name of 
t^% t het in Lco- 
Vjnfatuatipn of 
H|:yet., greater 
of their true 
;\<Jispo®d of his 
r . inei alluded to. 
IfT; 3&Jt ; persuaded, 
" Constantinople, 
T, assisted by 
’ Winds, that, 
Eaiijnain the 



is'for wishing to be rid oi 1 
„iUfTr6rse than;de^h;;'1^,„ tooiness 
I^aJiomttrahd his , friend 'pj&Qk&M'.fo execute 
5 he jeadt went to breath hab^^o^af a-vovaire 
wife...; He assured; her - * * " 




nter the 
in 
y two 
\M vain, 
/"w Con- 
fkVbrigan- 
v st picked 
tjfetians (or 
as well 
? £posed for 
a&uo? stir- 


rrm&L 

r Ricardo 


fcwlfcn. ho ac. 
!T.5fttt,she told 
to 

Sfistlft Hefveri, the 
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aff Vt^6 i8 


violently, 




every hanmnfis^ feirtfi ' r & to ■ .<si mnlV. - ft il^wfeiSSKAaSK^L „ 


flag$ ami oth £r ocn&rneiits of 

before ^^f:jMp-^era tffctwiti lea^eYro^'^fy/^fep^^^^iieir 

h^n nrr<^ «*>Va - .** 


his nowt 




As she 


hadap|^^P®|tM^i,cha!s:teatj:fdrlie\yasitit4o|'<#^^^^^Qyful 

surmise' 'trata&inehlEfe anVi rvftV^nf<r , <<iw ^*s^,^^SSw.5k®y5 r ki^,.. 


surpriW'^^ilf^Efe :-Md''psreht& ‘ She' 
more CljiW^^J^fee^duMMr. JieautJcs : thaii:^6f 


nigh, ijfy 
to the j i 






a^'tou1ltS| 

Kiczr&M 


not to be describ^i^^^^^ 


mmmmmi 
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liad arnved,. 4 wljj£ WftivejJ Uiem as ihe principal personages of the 

t%r» 


1 ,„ out we 

by .the hand. 

«r holy temple to 

be pleased to 

let h^SMafe i ^^w^;.he,.&M%'^fei>Ih».j&i^ehior told him 


e * %Zpr^ 'T,;"; r*' w *-r*fs . £y«..sw»y remcraoer. 

„ ^% ; J»is^rtune:tvhi^i .Hwkfcifte garden on 
• **# Leonisa 

.4RrS$ic^l4 for that 

ils*rf 1 in tnkioli tho .r.-u'^.^'L^.t « 


teiwL ■ But.bcre is^^ij^.nc.vt to 
<4****fa .tednjfc, ap4.«ttJS^^i»g,tiie veil 
W , ^ “ that'- -des'efvea'%^ c .tli4tihs # — our 

W*irnM®|/ • f()l|' she 1!ISD1T£(1 trip iff) tmrWt^W l, n , 


v«« s - — 7 . <* rout «muc 

r M S«WM and', as come 

«c^r? ftow «»y lw»>4^Mfct^«tfy and 

& &*•« '» ha i>i 4 »y‘^^^^i>she u 

before berniit life *i , 


. ihino, 



® weft tiro. 




DON FRANCISCO DM QIJEVDDO 
FILL EGAS 


Was horn of q distinguished family in Madrid* m the ybar 15^0 
Hu lather, Don Pedro Corner t )uoi edo, u as bccicl.it>, and histnothu, 
Donna Matin Hantibificr, wa> lady of the bedchamber to the que u 
Donna Anna oi Austria, Oue\cdo < ompletrd his studies at the 
l mveisity of Alcala, and there affoidcd abundant confiimation of the 
<\tiaoid.muy poweiS which his earlier >cais had ptfoiui$ed t I mm 
that period he distinguished himself as one of the most eminent 
* r holai s of fei$ time. At the age of t\\ only- three, he was honouicd 
with the eulogies of Lipvus, and the consideration of all his leaimd 
contemporaries, who consulted him in the Greek, Hebrew^ and Arabic 
language &dt satisfied with the lighter studies of the £ge, he ap- 
plied himself to those of a moie absttuse nature* and mfcde himsdf 
acquainted with theology and jurisprudence , and tyaJ at length 
jiaduated in mathematics, astronomy, medicine, and natural philo 
sophy. TJius fUapated, he dedicAted himself to the composition of 
wotks oh r&otal and pobtic.il philosophy He was likewise one of 
the best poets of his lime, both as a lyuc and a satirist j forj mdepen- 
dcntly Of the works 6f o da la Tom\ which have been falsely 

.utubuteti t# htfeh those which aio confessedly his own bear testimony 
to his high qualifications. • v r 

Oucvcde was so exrmnely careful of hi? nmc (# thai he resided at a 
public botch that he might the better economise it by hfc ficcdom 
from domestic Arrangements ; and he was visited there by all the 
nobility and talent of the court He subsequently crowned his fame 
md talents, bjr tw&Umg, fqr the space of nine years, owpr the gicatei 
portion of Bttronh* He was first induced to hdopt^th^at^ by an 
atfou of lionout^m^hich && mWonthe 
m vindication. ''fading*} who Jubluly 

aifiontcd by'himj,, ^set tw'lwuke do 

Osuna, and a ^fwrds t<j that 

nobleman with re&J( #4 #^ iAfh h !4 Counsel m 

the ticHty which Ke dieted 1*m fbpfyimjtifrjftit Savby, and tlu 
Republic of Venice ; after which fee tyeht tim<& into France, 



quevedo. 




, ward's 



only, liberated 


et'er Thisj how-, 

' £or t! ?« 


print^mWBWi f 





desiro*&, 

undistqjj 

Abad*;|t 
are noifi 


irntiti ■ rifggSfcrt^ h i r v> t ’V , ,*v ^.. ^ Him 

]lc cxm , W indulgein labours 

ygpbg^g^- m «**- *> de 

. ?0t ? n . ?# 

! *qli y li y^ if re^oyet'ea from the.cifftfcta i^^i'-kWiif^w.,, 


3%s'- the 
afecusa- 


Duke 

year aftejip 
was bn&&j 
and in #S| 
time altffl 

may foiw!tf 
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A short lime after writing this let ter, the. Puk^in pne of .his excur- 
sions, being near.theLpri^ : ^:|^fig^^^y^y^^^JUJ^5r|3r, and 

until .obliged les 

Quevedo, we catuidfci^g^^^ 

while we may/|fi^^j^ and 

multifarioiis / adpiiration Mad 

Quevedo lived n 6tyui&Hf0y/V&?^pfidi the 
1 i mi ted atmosp|^«^^i^"touH v ol; Bliilip . I V£fljfe x a^n^^^iation 
could -have "for or 

universality p$ t^tld^be placed in he 

would have dcrivn to posterity with th^^i^||p^)eh of 

the age. ^Quevedo are sufficienify,fenoW^^4^o ' too 

extensive^ to :bfe^eniibned at length in this, l^ief ^ei^t'(^MSa^ere]y 
nccessary^;tQ : in the specimens 

attempted to , se|ect k few that ;might‘ convey- the 
au tiler’s : pe<^l& g^hius^ $6 distinguished fop keen;4tt^^^p|S^atife, 
combin^wit^^i^fenpv|iiedge’.of' the human h^feSi<d;bJ^&^|yprld. ‘ 
In thosc^^i^j^Li SSav$ done little- nipre/than,VcQ^^'sf;^^1tdapt 
the sovo^^&^^xeddy made :ot by 

l/l£strajif^^^^b 7 '. : Sleyefts' in an edition publfelt^^^Wtogh, 
in tliree ys^fj^^^SfcA; th .6 dose, of the last pentMty/^’f^^&.Vhtch, 
as well’ I have: been indebted tp.'the/ftifidh^^f Mr. 

Beckwith* b| tfcfe^foyat mint 5 hi inself both ■a'cohee^^|t^^^irer of 

rarest 






ft*.V 

iny&ew'a 
. foci' 
wlj 

ItvetQij 

aiitt: ' 

.a. 

as w ,.,,. 

bound#: 
IK^Ij 
theg& 

wit] 



*4a?, tohear. mandat &• .this town, I 
* world p£. good prav- 

- what;wW thp fiiiS^'IJ^i^old me there 

il&lp&ttt to be exorcised, which'ttede mfc'fhe rnore eager 
... bat’ all to no purpose, *(«& : ^§|.Mvhjg been 

crowd,. I -was glad to make; mj-^cs^'atrd betake 
my lodgings. As I Wnf/A;^^ particular 
at%%%^.end,Afthc street, belonging tjo'diiil^^aipic.onvent, 
, /f^g^ae. Information. C^>i(^ii^rn^p^^,'he told 
^J^t®)^, ; * av ^g-Afren<itol passport} be^^^ifliethtouelt 

risi IsiiriL* *\f +Tr*» in^/t tkii V.. L' 1* V i 


jg6$~$ii$gar vou nieet-Wl! id raigSdnd] 

ipg and roaring in a most bofrilifes 

:. dressing- me, i Whatis all replied 

l«r>i»ifrwgel ^A'd9^1«!#^^^^fci^po88essed 



,his bands 
^ “Bless 


Tty/ __ # 

E{%khlm ; 
pdiscssefl 
\tafcec*ire 
tioii.,and 
Siy.thsjt we 
it' ; 

^eiore^say 
possessed. 
thVivyou do 
,icsstk^-;of 
' >■ 
in 

•'ititp, jiidg- 
Pfo0^ss of 
fh* more 
we only 


■mt 

alia 



nS/OiV OF THE CATC If POLE POSSI SSIW. 


for the sake of company. Here yoit see the ca tch poles are worse than 
the devils, for they are hent^ ng < iOwn^ species, ' We 

arc angels, pnly 


changed into 




tion, than anythin! 
wc devils belong^' 



^)|r t 4|eMost. 



demoniac biep^^t’eh times inadder than before. 


r holy, water ; the pure element 4 l^fc^^pp^juive 


scope, an|L4g| 
of. justic4 j tSenij 
down viSaM^ 
none of yO$'fp 


Ipi^d, 'fool, ^ replied the deyU^;^|dpJ^fe 
. patf y ou &re aware of ; but? 

J*t**^» «/! "jv««rA '\vtA ntiif J* ' irktJm. *&?JrZs i 








CiVirjcpo. 


»“'«■* <*/• h 

J*£ ? f a poet’s 


^”* e " wth a 

^&2SMtefe r A , , n 


9M 


owi iWlS® !#M to, like his 


to (h$l 
But'fOjf 
of cold) 


for £aj 

honied 

antic'r.; 

emhnw 

okenrft 

t&J 




' tvors *?b " a . 


^^ttJiiactehtfcd, 
SPS;'* 1 *? ». kind 
at- 

gg»3;^Mlfc some, 



riSlON OF THE CATCjrmLE TOSS, SVJ2D. 


Ji } \ 


story lower is the asylum of. contented .cuckold a rank poisonous 

.^1 „ ^ ^ r 31 ^ j. 1_> _ ^ J '*• * fe __ 1 , “l « . t • 


place, strewed withth 
But, resigned*? 
question the j>3ti£&;^ 
far more difficult tc^ 
occupy the adjbi 
are consigned , tfti 
you a word of 



m your shows if you. wish me tp 

\X 7 Vw.* ~ « u: rui-L 


Why should 


anitalonslife 


with horns, 
^so inuch as 

d^fi^d > ^ ut 

.who 
r,pf taste 
♦give 
devils 
Ipsity. 


why tails— why iai&ef eyes^ ^nd horh3— ria/, wliy 

^ 1,.- take ■■ .us for hermits, phifo'sc 


coxcomb ? 
dorcs ! : . Thvnj£ 


...- paint ’US'" as we-^-e jJjJgjKL 

will bring anq&MvsTbp Mother day we had GcrortufooJ 


and on inquirsn; 


led him to make such frig) 



it was but too What we consider still worse* is: f ^ _ _ 

your discoui^^eiryou wish to reflect upon any ; 

as, for instautOy ^See how- this deyil of a tailor has;:s^|^d^rtiy: : ^pat $ 
how made me wait i apd of a 

rascal fyug all; which is very imhandsp^e^di^®; : rank 

us with the SGiimVdf mankind. Tailors, indeerf ! 


thing to - which you do not like 'yourself ^a^^l^idevil 
take it ; ga^heifeyil ; and the devil give you good die 

had notliing dse^P.d d than to take possession of wlwi^p^r" * 
give jJ^Bi^|Lre so ready, let them come 

upon re€e|^^!a.h^ ^ rty\yelcome. ,, , ^ 

In the devil rambled on some tin 

^vhich h «iid befallen between r tt 

precedence. On turning^: 

* “ ■ ' ‘ ’ v - 1 * 


was heai 
combs, 

some object’i;!; 
shape qftifcto 
lemon satisJ 
some concert 
some' for’ $tj 
more terridc 
for makiii; Tl ^ 
many hndth% 
and crUel&apr 
their torments a*! 
half their*ti«igdPi^ 
ruin. 


|fte"distance r that appealed Xfr.cimfa 
’/kings''; in belief, n l : - Ls 
^piifets^.pgservihg. 

' fb|mion nhdehlib& 


m 




QUP.VRDO. 


\ yo^al ^>^l^t<B perdition. 






iqpmpia ' “‘•Then open ybur eare, aftdi§^Vfe you have it,' 

r» tsmiip ft rtnV*(» iw A n xrc < WAikk,Vl' TiHlfK one 




a smile. u Once, in days^pSfeby, Truth and 
Peregrinations ;*d^r?ttie earth ; the 
QO^I^m^^e^he other was very frank, andsout^^ and 

l^sf:*o$pitality' or good veceptidrt ^ any quarter. 
Aft^cv^^qp^ng'abput jmiserably in the open air, Triit^as Compellcd 
t0.ta|p®|rit^^gin^ \vith h mute ; and Justice, seeing her name 
as a cloak for villany, and that^she‘!^aS held in no 

*1 


but malice and persecution Mfllfoliovved her, 


and;^^|^ydriyeh; even from thence. She then : fo' nisjuiy 

oth^^^^^and .people everywhere asked her \y5fi v |^Kfwns‘? ■ She 
told tippS|®^jy;'She was Justice; for sheVould an iiptrjith. 

J she is an entire’ stranger to .u^fc^reV nothing 

the door! After thi$ imi nn 


forjip 


K y took wing and “'returned' ‘Vjjf heaven, 

saving even a tmce,of the path^^|Sh she had 
of hcr; narae, however, did -not Specie extinct ; 
her depicted with tl^ jspeptfe^^wer in her 
nofeQVer. by 
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time as well as your money, while .contriving to live on the recitation 


^ith;his eyes ; the 
the 

Ig^loger 
nth his 
kinds 


.the 

' Veil ; 


of other men’s productions^, 
orator with lys 1 
musician' begul_ 
puzzles you with i$j 
drugs ; the *lee6h% 
you takeyout* exiC,' 

“ Now 

great class of S is%fe^t^h| 

and, in the name ^ : ^titef,%poses upon ant 
his might. Ever afc&on the alert, {j 
eyes ; he dog^jyw^t^hi^fe^t ? seueSyou wi&? i. v , v „ 
you with his ! t0n||^^khd'm shorty makes 
the Litany r { (j^hvw^^hpoles, as well as deVS^tg^J 
us !”' ' , ’■ t 

u But whatis .^reason,” enquired I,“ that youba#; “ 
the women among <the thieves, for scfrely you must; 
both of the sataqlracle ? * “ For mercy’s sake/’.irite^j 
“ not a \yord i<>f;jhe women, if yc love me ; for weare 
their endless fx4gdtUuiity,and the clatter of their i 
alarm at Ih^^m idea, of tf»em f It is the necessity \i . 
under of findf^acCottimodation for them, which makes* 


abode what it'-is^for- ever since the death df the witc^of 
* been their constant endeavour to stir up strife, and ip f^^ipxtreme 



malice and Uilcharitableness, to set us all by the ears 
a few, inde^flhaVe the hardihood to tell us to pur fac^ J 
have done oii^^ery worst, they have still some greater " ' 
store . for perhaps, on the whole, we ou|bt; t 

selves that^dwbyer . great an infliction upon 
formidable^d^y^, for we have there none ofyoufc 
saloons, other p!ace$ft>f assignation, wit|vj 

is so abund|tidy supplied/ ‘ * ’ ,* .'Vy/o 

“ You app^therffpsbe in no want of a female ^p|iul 
I ; “ but in w^dt dp you most abound, the handspike 
think you ? ?>?^0h^ f ^\ipth the devil, “.for on^bi^fe: 

1 yeaspn 

■W^y.diLth'ejr t 


least half 
when, they 
pn'all kind; 

’ Seu n t j-.wh^ a 

^qverfiyifig^^ 

■*OqT i very-j?ouB, j 
tf ' arrive; 
take leavfcpfti 
part of Re cife 
their last fcigfp 


£bre 

ires. 





QUEi'EDO. 


' u You have said quite enough y l wish to hear no more of the ladies. 


it v^crvS^-r?? %i>e. dr~ nc * for having 

fhr'-s$tfe$in^ too closely to the 

\vfti*)<T ? lAstv iftfik lillt will in mil* hnrylr^ • 


falser ^ie^4^h^ n 'are y&ur sycophants, Jiollow friends, boon rojn- 
panip^ ahld malicious acquaintance \ th«m^ons ; brothers, or 
otheriS[|^e^that- lie in wait for your life to geii at yoirr money, and, 
whi Over, your couch, sincerely wish you .already at the 
ifbe ;pdor are never flattered ; nor envied^nor attended, 
nor^ct^'^dnied by friends. No one longs for 'ttoV property ; and, 
in a class of people who live well,, and die better ; and 
th,ero%r^ : i"few who would not barter their rags for the privilege of 
royalty-itself They go and come at their pleasure; and be it war or 
peaO^^^are as free from cares as they .are froth "faxes, and all 
burde^v^idl ' duties that Sit so uneasily on the shbujdei^of the great. 
I'or,t|^ilf*dgments have no terrors* and executiojfsjnb steel; they 
liye a$ if they bore a charm to keep mtiuders at a distance.. 
What fh%ght have they of the morrow? they husband the passing 
hotir^^d:^;© . content. The past with them is numbered with the 
deatt Aa^^Ot knowing the future, they fear it not.- But stop 1 it is an 
old /ihat when the devil preaches, the world is near at an 

“ - work of divine power,” exclaimed the holy father, who 

wa|^^|%^orcisihg the catchpot : “Thou ;,aat^hc ‘ tyfav of lies, 
devi^^^l^iJ4dst promulgate, inighty truths su^eS^/almost to 
of i$<me. w •* - / V-v - 

^ ^ owjft -business,” retorted the devil, ^^d^d hot imagine 
tn at "thgeifeetsion is to be brought about « v by : l speak the 

goStfih called upon* 

ri0t: P 1 ^ any ignd^.nfce,'^f;{your duty, my 

• rtot %c! 1 

t0 Pick a 

for'there Is many 

a I see thy 

).¥ jj^t, ift. thyoym evil hour. 


.drift-;* 
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which is not yet come, pe^Adyenture^sKjien thou must quit the body of 
this poor fellow, -it' name of him 
thou darftst not .$tYd him 


i tjirdugh tljfeta 


up, and hcncefo: 

The devil, of cj 
us, “My* friend^ 
thoroughly of 6 
entcrlaincd s us \ ^ . . 

this unlucky n . ^ 

ing well what he, l^:ti:hrojK?^ed, and teapyug sonvS 
discourse. Without ifefeftiftg; therefore, to the aut|pf| 
came, remember . : thaf ; Saul (Niched pririce a $ W 
truly of thitig'5: w^cdme/ahd thM honey btfphM* 
from thp lion r s mouth. p Please to withdraw then! 
my prayer — as .it 1 j'a-piy lively hope— that this strange ! 
exhibition inaydead you to a- genuine sense of 
close, to a blessedimehdmcnt of your lives." . ' 


^Owards 

t f;f am 

So hath 


'VjlSt ON THjE THTRO: 


-1i i.< 


ipt?m .LAST JfUOGHEO'nJ^ 



subject:, I his jwajrfif thinking, tft 1 $9*$$ 

case of a certify dreamy. Lh^ : t^e^er 
sermon jj ,j 

over it, and jjj 
dream of th$vi 
of a poet; so/t$ig£ 
an observation Vi:\ 
they have heard. ^ 

Arbiter, ^ drums’; , ,. tJ 
Well, methonght i beheld al 


lihihe air, 

O* 
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-such as 

Heulei fants^- and- the .common foot, who, 
tl»«^g,ih^|'|resK;cMrgfc had sounded; wise out of their graves with 
cons M^W*^ : M. alacrity; as if. ^Ita^fen preparing for 
C °rnb^‘»:§«tddcn *ssatilt. The misers next' put ^eir heads out, all 
pale hflgJwift&Bhg, with ;.thc idea they were .‘going again phm- 

***.<» ^Virl llftnn mmftantnne netna ' . 


j T- * ' *-v> pts again pum- 

dcred^V^tos #mi boon companions came trooping’ along, suppos- 
mg t.h#y«^dng tna horserace, or a grand hut»£f.Jn short, though • 
all sound, not anyone seemed tcvifodetstand it, for 

their Jfodp&wrere plain enough to he read by .the'.strangencss <sfV 
their.ti|^,add.^estures, ■ 

came trooping in on all . sides,. jna^yTwerc seen to 
appi^^^err.^ew bodies, not without signs of. considerable aversion 
and dtfllgwty..; , .Others stood spell-bound with wonder and horror, as 
V pot^^nanag . to, come nearer to so dreadful a 'speptaele ; for this 

“ ey ?’ md the other a Wd^-Th.ough, on* the 
ivhDfoj'Tj0®.d.not forbear smiling at so strange a, va&t>' of figures 1 
fouri<|y^jfe^,ter niatte r for awe and admiration 'aj t^^jower of Provi- 

<?U * 0f cl ? 0 , 8 ’ a ” d **W$W*nrt and 
T m ®fe^ t,Cul!ir 0wner - 1 dreamed that I'^gs' Jnyself in a 
chnro^f;t^drat I saw numbers busied in. changing ftStds, who were 
aver S e^e their.appearance , and an attend %WLo P ntZ 
$****“ .he-had got a.swd^tjepSldhe none of 
^jjS w Mkg 1 * «?»d body ponged-*, ;|<^;.dp|rept ones 

*> 1)6 general undetst^i|&Kere at last 
‘T/^lddgfoent, it was cujrious fo ibbadijM^what stranae 
s were made use of among%^jia. The man 
***$«* of, mdceKce,.the..^fc«j%^tliie hypocrite 
nor $<: s3%i«l«W^#^K;'fccause they 

*eei 
.an old 

* - were not 

|3wjtfght at this, 
of- cut-purses, 
cithern, that they 

\ - 

station above 
?otj43butcry at my feet of 
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island 

■m no 


u Withdraw, withdraw i n No; soon^ w%s it jronoimc^dy than down I 
came, and forthwith- ■ their 

heads and called .and 

half-naked, and' 

to catch your eye jr.i^ ; td^ : say truth, - they ha& a'-gb^ 

were well mad^. 'the^'were/ibform&d^ 'no 

other than the" J$&j$ <*£ ^Judgineht, "they. , tobk/tbp Jiheir 

vivacity vanished^ &a^ ; $Idwly they took thejr way, 'tow i ^di^|®||d|'kcent 

valley, quite pertsive/and but . of humour* ‘ -Of ii^Wien^fl^hg the 

rest had wedded ^ed^hushands, and' promis^d ; -fo 'e^h^ t^n- that 

she would neve£inp^^ she was uha&e*tek 'lo^^^one /like 

she had loved^the" last; “ Now the lady was ^ea^rl^%t®j^jtt^,.all 

manner of exeuscsf v iii order that she might return; 

when examined on .this part of her conduct. - Anqtherj tS|i^id tieen 

common as the. common air, affected ;fo hum v a A tnne^|^^jpiy the 

arrival on pretence of having forgotten some qf:ne&^ Un 

eyc-bvow, oraCofpb; but, ^spite.of her art, Mar ..she: 

lead nor drive,~^sh& was implied on till 'she.canm-W^^^|g^|yf- the 

throne. Tfe^j&he; beheld a vast throng, amphg^h6^i^;npt a 


Next app^fe4';k, nvimber of persons driving; ^^f^/t^p'^c^tain 
physician a^g l the banks of a river, ' whith^$L«r. hadj;^Sfek|y;,dis- 

..i. . j -iri i. 


him for\y^^^ibwSrds;:the scat ^pf judgment,, ;i^fe^|fe^fehgth . 
arrived/ Jieard; . apon;Uny>^eft^'-h^^^^f^^|s‘lik« a 

paddling’ if someone' we£e< trying 't^iw|^^tod'what 

olt/ti'lvl if- fa r if ; Vv >11 «r* * tillirtOrM iti tin frhif*' rt.rt /1 


ness 

before h^ca^Mo 


thc^kwy^ 







OVEVEDO. 


exclaiming at the same time, a If clown. I must without a plea, I am at 
least so far on iny «jjjy£ miy-k&pgr spgmed in a great sweat as 
lie at* him cried, — 

. « \VW?tX$^ we may have 

no maw^ bolstered up, 

i,:«a * Jkruit ^ ^ V 


oe ib-vwst \nw qav* to^wsuk ov Pi-eacr i ■; ; , m m. ptvt#, Ins companions, 
howeycr/^i&ed Ju$ ftfc runfthtg down Nfcxt fallowed 

a g:n?£ another, and in 

no iitti£dsfca& of ta&chery*aiul ^ cheatiijg>>mosg /^tgfe. oilier. Tlu sc 
were bt6&$k up by a party, of devils ^ 'the tu&ihig of a hand, and 
were c{u&rtbr<j^ along With the tailors ; for; as \W ? #t$erv 5 ed by one of 
the cohip4rxyiyouf r&tft highwayman is b.^t a wlfifrpb# of tailor. To 
be siu^ the^^rc a little quarrelsome at the i\Ht, but m a short lime 
they Went together down into the valley, and took iip their quarters 


wore volii^^di&tvibuted among the ha.ngm^»^ Jdws y scribes, and 
pbilo^h^V? There were also a great many:; Solicitors, greatly 
wond^g?.^6ng theihseives k how they should much con- 

scienC^Wftiif ' dc^; and none alt all hi their lifetime.- In' short, the 
catch- wohl, isth^ice, was- the Order of the day, , ■ ; ; O 

'PU* ilubU£(' r-cr ; -ft*. I.*J„ , 


the earth 


pray^a^ta^gWftf .j the to^ina.^; busv 


mitigate 


^cchitended with 
now to 
fjjftSriAte: victims. 
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man to 
6feus the 
“ er of 
■ by t.ir 
tlicir 


clamour against the doctors. The plague admitted fairly that she had 
sinitten man^, but it was did thelr business. 

all kinds "made ~ 2 £ - ~ - - 

his grave without t„ ^ 

gentlemen of the ba|fed^£?aoc^ ^ 

JelJow men they hhd "fe&edjiahd ^hieh wtjre fou^Ao, 
i hose who had falkm- by : ^he sworik They acc^jjf.^ ^ 
station upon the icalbld^ provided with pen; mk; ' V and 

always as the deadHv$re called, some or other of tKom«,^^t^fhttswer 
to the name, and ^Ubtedthcycar a nd day fyhejy suchot 'sucb^ on l 

passed from titfje t $ "eternity through his hands,, -/ t : :^V .;; ' * 

They began t^ih^itity as far back as.Adaifl^wlu#^ 
was rather roughly: handled about biting an apple; ; ^Aia^-^crfed one 
Judas that stood by, 1 u if that were such a fault* wl&t end 

of me, who sold.and betrayed my own I^prd and mastW'|-^^hen next 
approached thcrUceof patriarchs; and next the took 
up their places by the side of St. Veter; It was weH;w<>^,bbserving, 
that on this day 'there was not a whit distlixction bdt\ye^$mg 5 ' and 
beggars; ali^vcre^ual before the j u dgmen t-seat; Pilate 

had no soopef^ut out their heads, than they fbundfitl^^'g^Ey to go 
hard with themV ^^ My judgment, however, is just;” exekdfii^!. Pilate : 
“ but alas i f < eried Herod, “what have I to confide no 
abiding place for me, and in Umbo l shkll M^ ; amcj^"^^y‘j«no- 
cents whoiu ^murdered ; I have no choice, therefo^ h^iwusf e'en 
take up m^J^i^t^:in.Hell‘-~the gen eral refuge for riid'm^vn^ s 

lnaliriactbrs^j^fter tlds^ a rough sort of sour, made 

nr, in- 
(I am 
ber of 
As he 
devils 
[Against 
lied on 


his appea^?e i .} 4 $ee here ” he cried, “here i- ^ 
take thesC-Tcttm^-^; The Company, surprised aVtiisI 
tjuired of |bfep(>rt^who Ae.‘ ' , ^WM a 


master -o?:^ 
sealed 'jyHw** wlltbeair 

said fell .'opt of 'h%hkWd^ahA.1 

near him tpipi^hm ^ 

him at toO^imblki 


them. Atv 
while he, as-':, 
into ap ai 
give ybnAfcfj 
ing, ahd ihis; 
his art he 
be allowed 
was no mal 
a devil came 
tumbled 
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QiWEPO. 


The public treasurers came s aft«r lain,' pursued by such A booting at 
their heete^t^ tiuev^s themselves 

afl rcqu<?^^ of counsel. 

“ For ^asprf^iald of tbe ^ife^^here’s a discarded 

apostle, a jud£s* that played into bbtjt hands jat-johee’; seize him ! ” 

On heariog thiSjtbe treasurer^ turned away, bof>^va$t to)l of accusa- 
tions against them, held in another devil'shand, met their eyes, and one 
of them exclaimed, t5 For mercy’s sake, away with those informations ! 
We vtilLone'and all submit to any penalty ; to remain in purgatory a 
thousand if you- will only remove them from oursjght. 5 ’ “ Is it 
so ? M qudtbvtijte cunning devil that had drawn out the* charges — u you 
arc hardpi^t# it to think of compounding on terms, like these” "The 
treasurer$'lx#d no more to say ; but,* finding they' must 1 make the best 
of a bad CAse^ they very quietly followed the dancing-master. 

Close upip^the last came an unfortunate pastiyman, ahcl on being 
asked i.f 'hp wished^ to be tried, he replied that' he did, and with the 
help of the 'Lord would stand the venture. The counsel against him 
then presf th&charge ; namely, that he had roasted cats for hares, and 
filled his pies with bones in place of meat, and sold nothing but horse- 
fiesh,d6^ ah&foxes; in lieu of good beef and mutton:" It turned out, 
in fact, that Kbah had never had so many animals in his , ark as this 
ingenious felipvv had put in his pies (for we hear of her rats and mice in 
the formSj viso that/ in utter despair, he threw up his c^n|e,!and went 
to be bafenJUp fus turn with other sinners like. -himself. a >' 
t( N ext, came and, : nex t did go” a company of barefobt jdtilosophers 
w ith their ^yllogisms, and it was am us lug enough to he<ir them chop 
logic, ^manner of questions in mood add. figure, at the 

expense <^fthelf 0\yn . souls. Yet i he^most entertaining^ pfjthem ,all 
were tried' at' :any -'X^^r^lnpinal than 

that of Vifgil, with, his inade an 

doqueht^cfep^^ himself, declaring thath^^ the 

na tivity;?^^j|iu|i;jj jumped <a devil ■ with'- A\ 

"bat he was xIck the 
n put ~ ^ 

allowed to 


the.eld^fl 
poet to r 
again,?' 
him. < 


thro 

' Tvr< 

disfoyt^n^c: 


as he was 
the 
i out 

ke along with 

ser knocked at 
/.the. Teh Com- 
fcattPsttiriger,; Yet he 
brjiketi, any 8f them, 
i to pdint. His quirks, 
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however, were not admit^ ^ere : ^ade the rule of de- 

the nick of time; 

they tod Iiad a put fs&f ; goodf *% { Jmattc r, 

that Judas and Mahomet began fo ' look abodfc ■ thto/^pt^Stancetl 
rather conildently te^ineet their- trial,* a moven^ent^sdil^^add the 
devils themselves: ffdHd laughing. * v ' ■’-■ 

It was now the . accusing demons of the^surerkand^ 
ceeded with theirVatectishtioiis^. which they of 

indictment made ^uf f vW' front, the acts ofr their lives, ^siitfhg' upon 
the plain malter of fact^ so as lo ieaye them without ibLi^.pm^ibiliiyof 
an excuse. Addressing the Judge— w The great crndWbfr 
men were guilty -Was,, their being attorneys at all ^o ^hi<?W>it was 
ingeniously answered by the- men of law— No, n6^^0^^)ifl^'acted 
as the secretaries of other men.” They nearly alLdeniedTBeif own 
calling ; and- the' -result was, that after much or oSs:/queirion>jiig and 
pleading, two or three only were acquitted/ while' W’thjgj^p- their 
accusers cnedbjitj ** You here \. you arc. wanted 'dfeewft^ and 
they then proceeded to. swear against- some other p$Q#l£, sothe bribing 
the witnesses, making them say things which they had^ever; heard, 
and see things' they had never Seen, in order to leaye im^cence no 
chance of e5capd 4/ The lie- was concoctedin all its iai>ytihft\; aiid. 1 
savv j udas, Wahont^t> and Lather draw back, Avhile th^ Cm'nier prest 
his money bag^loser tQ him, Luther observed;;fl)ht the 
same ; lnit the doctor lnteri*upte4 hthi glaring, 

that, betrayed him, he with 

the apoth^t^^r ^nd tnV barber to defend 
with the -afe^dte9B^.r i^hisr, huj&t tixJca^sdL'Sih^rpi 
K WhO'it-ij>igp||^p §£ th$ and 

with the 

who seemed very tm, being 
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asked his name, replied that he was a player. “And a very comic 
player indeed^ V . done better n0t to a PP Ciir 

Art tVi»»+ £q SHCl WaS 

t’ took their station, 


on that s£ 
as gocKl;^; 
accused 
stitulia „ 
on the pi ffypLCot 




souls, by sub- 
/tn^to^defend themselves 
.hospital gratis with 
^overruled, as was that 


same, ten^atkl^ey were all sent to the same, 

Three b)r;|bur rfc.h mercl&nts next appeared? who had got wealth by 
defriudingtheir correspondents and creditors, buttbc accusing demon 
novv infotocd’ theni they would find it morp to make a 

c o mjx*$itio*i^ and turning towards. Jbpfter, he said, u other men, my 
Lord Judgf,- have to. give account of their own affairs, but these have 
had tp 'do with everybody's.” ' Sentence was fhi$iwi£h pronounced, 
but 1 couHtnOt well catch it, so speedily they- aH, disappeared. A 
caval&r^o^ with so good a face, and upright, as to 

challenge'* even justice itself. He made a very lowly obeisance on 
cntering,v^^ his 'collar was of such a size as to -defy you to say 
Nvhether'hepad got 'Any head in it at all* A messepgeron the part ot 
J upi termini 
the affi. 


df he was a man, to which he .courteously replied in 
p adding that his name was Don Fulano, on, the faith of 
a cavalier- : : $tthis, one of the devils laughed, and he then, asked 
what Wanted ? To which he replied, - that h eiyani c d to be 

saved. -* He'^as delivered over to the demons, >vhot» bVctttreated to 
use lunVg^ivfest they should chance to di sorde this huisfachios and 
ruff, v a man uttering great LambnVatfpn^.whic ii he 

saying, ^ Though l cry, . I am Aonjpm. badly off, 
€n ih$ dust off the ^saints themselves *■ before now.” 


hiinscifiUtt 
for I Lave*: 


ICvci-ydi^^^^' round, thinking -to. see a hero, ®r a Ian, from 

his brus&C^lt&e , of the saints :■ hut he t nrneil Aut i^i - be a noor 


his bj. 
wretch'^ 
other 
once 
lamps^tti 
nion 
wiafr, 

lame . ^ 
desc.ehfc\^£$ 
, He* ' 
feather*: 
with thej 
advoci 


£3 , of .the; saints;-, but, he a poor 

feat; kStcbtyitf- tti and 
^Vchiurclfc^ Hi* aft at 


ain laid jtQ'Th^;ch%rge ^^^vj^’iliat ■ h e had 
i#Kwt 0 tfte ) 


drank the 
L»SKe made but a 
ji hAd -rpad in his 

qut 1 iri cap and 
.themselves 
,W% Mated by their 
3 true, reported the 
h^d-Vjftue, Yes, certainly, 
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replied one that had taken her full fling in life, and whose trial now 

; itself a doak, and even 
" " -ci^ifct When 
>Wn the 
scharit- 


came on. She was 
marrying, IheVetter _ 
condemned, she 
resuh she would “ 
able things, and 1 
Next, after sort 
Luther. of whom a-' 

To this, both 

which J uilas cried but ijva rage^that they were : t . 
was the true Judh^ltod vthal they only a{feCted ; td; be; lo 

escape a worse fefb^than his ; for though he tedpaha^Hi ^ld^his 



/Hart ill 
Judas ? 
on 
at he 



on, the 
ti&ttiein. 
Item, 


An attorney who fijejd the evidence in .his hand}; 
alguadls and' Twiners to answer the accusations . 

They cut a woeful figure ; and so cloar. was the" case 
that they were’ amdextined without more ada. • 

An r, stvolo^ef 1 hbw entered with his astrolabes, globefeapct other 
quackery, cryn^ oiYt thrit there was soine mi slake,-^ t was 

not ilic Day' of judgment, as Saturn had not yet . i^hlPted his 
course, nor h^ ouV ofsheer fear his own.; \ But d on 
him, and’ s^Jng; leaded with woo&ch ex- 
claimed, u Vf^'.tlbhe, : friend, you have btought fhc^^^ with 

) on ; thoii^^^ thing, rethinks, after n^ai^$o : — 

as are here} $§$$ sfcoi&d he sent to the wrohg’; place 


of a singl^j^.^ : ^A(ill»ot.ga, not said 


tvens 
want 
P^Thcn 


arty and. Away he went \ ,' 

The wholti^hH^ after this brotje t\p ; the^ha<Jm|$ m&f* ' 
drew ; kb^r 1 - ^*^ -til :s!LSicfl 

the sunny ] 


what it coul 
number 

not sb raUCfr^h,^ 
devouring 
pieces’; a physjc 
steeped in His ’0*$$ 

1 lauglied sbv 
withal more iperr^'! 

Tlic foregoing 
will slecjfupon 
things as I seo.theni, 
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HIE LIFE AND ACTIONS OF PAUL, 

ttljr &{r<uust) 


liOOK I— CIIAPrtR l 

» 

COJirUNTVG VN ACfOUM or JUS Hkllt AND COT \ !Ki 

l WAS bom it b% govn, , n\ fathers nam< \va» Clean nt Putl, i 
11 i*n c of the satire town , I hopi his soul is in heaven 1 iulcI not 
spttk oi bis vntues for those uc unknown, but bv trade he w i* t 
b uber, Plough *0 high minded that he took it far an aftt >nt to be 
< uled by an) name but that ol i tor *ox of braids, 01 the geMltm in 
hau dtegser* I he} sav he < line of i 'ood stork,- and it must h u e 
b eA a vlfiwM&ioek, *-as all hio ictions showed a remtrkable dilution 
ioi the irfened blood of thit glor o s enc ilogical tue 

lit was xtosu ned to Aidon/ x b iturn i de Revollo, daughter oi Oet n 10 
de iCevollo CbdiiJu, ard gimd-rhdd to Lepido /uraCimte The town 
1) isely suspected that she w is of Jr u ish c \U action, but she utged the 
n mwt of her progfemtois to piou he i self descended fiom those i,ic it 
men who tarred the tuumv rate it Rome She was very handsome 
md so fiChtQd^ that all the oalhd ihymers of hoi day made \ cists on 
her, which W&* sung about the streets She went through many 
trouble* whferi fyst married, and long at per, for* theieWctfC scandalous 
ungues fcef the neighbourhood, that did not stick to 6ay nty father wis 
willing to the horns, provided they were tipped withhold 
It was often {noted, that whilst he wvts lathering the beards of his 
icquvmtenpe, hhtfte brother of mine* about 4even yoats old, was as 
hiwl) iJftbqg then potkets, Ihe po ox chdd died of a whipping he had 
m the ga$ - Udjl ftty father was much concerned at ihe loss, because 
In was such u promising? acute boy, He was htfnselt, indeed, m 
piuon for iittlt* m Vxt khgd $ yet he tribstly came oft so 

honourably, {bn* caxdfnllls^ ire known toJtapre followed m Ids tiain, 
and to have t6 &utt 4 bt* »3sftttUnes. When he left 

tH place Of hi? V |^tbn jtowpwent bfhmdhita, hurzamg. and 

s »1 mng him ttSxa ti$^p4$6ps andl fotiten oranges, and the ladies stood 

* t^iclcttaks, 4 sfcit of Sp^rish R>, that t Atvl its respeU* w tht. ^unified l>itk jf iK 1 uil u. 
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at the windows to see him pass ; for he always , made a good figure, 
whether on foot or vanity, for 

My mother, ntirse 

that brought of 

such a takihg ; 

rather too famiBar'^ ds^thr to 

have brought td/jtir^il" She the 

nature of the salana^ui#'Qr &j; and ephld play ; It 

was reported, to# '’sM'^as an excellent *hand »t i^hm^ imaidcn 
charms, and 'tftty hairs; ;-S«ae a 

p]easure-broker|;^h^-bf :k;fe6dn6fler , ;; : but the f%jder^t^’b^;wajr of 
a joke, called her afrtel versa! money catcher./' 1 ;tt'’ wouw A ^ive. made 
anybody love hetvt#see with what a pleasant cduntenah^i.she heard 
all this, from whatever quarter it came, I need not t^^^uch time 
in showing. WHti^ly'penK^itiat^ life she ledjsHe _had into 
which nobod^^Sr^dmitted besides herself, and sometthte^tite wri t er 
of these mert^it^'dii'ibcouht of his -texidey yeari j ii ^^sjirifpanded 
on all side^yi^d^d/ixen'i the to 
put her in^hir.qf w/mprtality, tllotigb-V PjOb%Si^^^^pte, pre- 
tended tha^^^epithete inord^tto.pnt -speU,^n0^Ut^mg. Her 
bed was cpMbchwith halters* which she had bprfovped^it|^e public 
executiont^y^^^^‘to>ay to me> ^Pc^^^i^jil^things, 
child ? f • mementoes: to thpsefi biv^^M^h laps for, 
that anA^y0idc6mj^^^|:«p*end.* 

tOv-have their trade ;;but ,fjj had 

more 1 gentf^feiy thoughts, and would apply My 

—KB —I — — J ~.JFIj H l — Btt ■ - 
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was ve&<d jU q 
lained 

there' by^'^lpgl 
he heiiStl^^^ 

^tf® 


} £ave. you for not 
fear I "should 
£w 1 g$Uft at the 
Her passion 
.string of her 
preserved for 


^ preserved for 

I would 

a PP 1 >;«#^M«r^nd.pcrspVei» itf the «$$$«$ Jjhatl prepared for 
” >: t ■wpuWjjpt^t^'jM^jf- for nothing 

was ta^|Jpc^Put.»eaamg ajnd writiftg.’ ^$^*Wproved of my 
mtenttpn^.|^^h:-tth^y Uoth : muttered for a' fffe^tc^^n theii- teeth. 
One f^te|(riia|fijg.iier dead men’s bones, ftncLth$ other took himself 
ayvay,.«'m^,^ tO fleece someone— I know. Wt whether he meant 

me alone ); pfajsjp| : jS^i that he had 
given me^h ir^fhtous parents, and so realeuaformy hdvancement. 


CHAPTER LI,:? 

■ - V-V/Br^v/T* * . ; - ' 

w “ Al thkrf. 

®|V^er was bought, ^^SSiatester he- 

£» ** id >y fath « 




sonsj 

®!i®P ?«hniga. [ 
^M^St^to.. his house 
Sffae other 
|||» thought me .too 
^ppbstmes relating to 
lathers, Mr. Tickle* 
m^my fn other had 
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passed by, cried out *'< Cat others, “ I>uss, puss to signify my 
clawing descent. rpf^h .pipages at his 






it was true or fa^'f^.Could t>iave giv«in hint con- 

science, or.a.m tiJsfrson of my own fethe??* I ia'qulrffh as 

sit r* MtliSWflfi'fvl f . /tTrtrlla_rr»<x»*/»'»r To-rT l rt -u. t kUnU 


arc not to be sajd/tt^e or not true. 


ttliejSorely, 


received ttife ftt tfy aagtfy mood, till, on leari^hg^’, 1 tal i ! 9 ®|^ 9 »'pf the 
quarrel, j^d^$$Jng provocation, he Acquitted itt ‘ ‘ ' 
The son.jjif |3bn Alosz6 and I continued- gfeat'.^^.|s*' : h4":-8eemcd 
to have itnh^d a patufcii affection for me ; j Wtdd £|g$ig&tops or 

trfvs with hffilr ‘if, miftt* n h< 4 ff<av- _ 


were 

p.tssed by|prao|a'0;\p»ga>ia^'me-.iaiU 


on nice 
Lcarica- 
Sther so 
Iftc was 


passed 

awa^. 




fe^guirre, 

rah 

he 

givp 

made 

smy 
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m.vcter burst into a loud laugh, to think how well I remembered the 
castigation so at my simplicity, that he 

promised lBT£tt£h^'ir>e-tf«> iifrg , ,i __ ■ 


promUe^l^^ 




ii- ■ ’I d J 7 f 

im&l was to lfave received, 

divert -thie boys 
^^f?jjg among us, and 


was ’-Spo&^y Fathered mother 

tiMb mounted and 

r n l a MJ-^; *, StaTV ^. P6 ° r jade that down upon 

*' S bSiCk ?^kea n%'^;%'his.neck like a 
canie ^M?^¥ t i? n f^J W» head lik£apig* -o^f had but one 
cve.ana mat moiwi-hlind all ™u\^u __ ! 


v Zn T ingil, f ff0m side » ^juS* jointed babv, 

with aU thtstest of the boys after me, tricked up as fine as so -many 

puppets. ftir^re oame into the market-place, the’ venf&mc of which 
scares m to a herb-woman’s staU,-tho^^l deliver us 
hom a i l ^Us,--my horse, being half-starved, snapped up a small 
ca b bage, wlrich 'po .sooner touched his teeth than ft wfts down his 
thvoat,;th«tigh ffem.the length of his neck,- it reached liej/his belly for 
some tra^^rards, - The herb-woman, like the restf/df thcn/w 1s 
an vatMMgto and set up a cry which brought the' biters rbimd 
h«, and«i|norlg them abundance of the scoundrels ot th4 market 
Con 9 } 4 ^-^at the enemy's forces were 'all oh sa w jj 

unfah to^rge them on horseback, and would hatr^idighted but 
both kn>g-tmd sfeed found themselves so terribly anhW4?y showers 
of misntetyfattea carrots, turnips, -and oitiogk tm^ZuhZ £ 
sound B> y mreaf. . Before this could be.effected 4 >mv- nnM P 

chargerlfethe head; he reared desperately,. and hfs .Jsafyw 
him ia.thp*ct, down we. both came into .thBsW &ffi ,f g 

*>r#% iiiK amffi h 

9 f' 

thh feUI y^^m0Mihe action ' 

stink 


mytta* 


they 


E ^t I certainly 
RO$<?, as they 
B you, good 
tges^&c. See., 
^omen's in 
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Spain when carted through 
me for my * 

this persuasion j 
in my cap,. I am 
could not findf tl 
however, may ek< 

so heavily and | rr „ Tr; _ >xvr _.,_ 
earned me to pv^mj^t ; fprtttn'afely cquldmpt* 
to' lay "hold- of — li? - : * ■— -** — 


tm 


that they mistook 
;her ; aod in 
" feather 
^1-if they 
as, in, 
p fell 
have 
Inhere 
^Iwhile I 


f liold-of went one' Way andsonjteUn 

went directly h^e, '^utmg all I met with a 
1 told my father and^ntpthe^ all ,my adventures $ such 

a passion at the i/gh'^and smell of me, that they woiil.J%y|^hastised, 
had they dare&j& touch me. I made the best apology 'J jbouldi laying 


,, *Q ’ *«*v» « t' *■* Mv^i|xuiu ma 

parents fully resolved that he should go to school jioiporb ^ H told 
me of the fate of my steed; finding himself hard pfe£sed,;bo had 
saluted his enemies with his heels., but was so weak, that:h^|)h.t out 
his hip- joints with the effort, and lay in the mire expiring; 
that all the sport was now spoiled, the mob alarmed, my in a 

rage, my friends head broken, and iny charger dbk^l-^oo, was 


father and stating that 1 had no need to go any 

longer, for thbiigh l could not write a good hand, it was moVe bpcom- 
ing of me^^dse l intended to be a gentleman ; so that irotgp. that 
hour 1 shom<tpnouhce all schools, to save them any/prthbfcp|^rges 
on that fotormpd tftern where, and what 1 wa4^4 that 

J '’*-*■ ‘ " Ibn for 


they wouI^l^^ihO^bChto' till they gaveme special^ 
that ; . i V; V ' , ; vlV^’ 
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t)0isr DIEGO 




IltfW ON 1 

’s.'-:.*S ^<ea*wwhsc;^‘^*s^; : 

pe&v^pi).dft^riajjA<i t8 seod'jiis ibfr & i'boatding school, both 
to weanlbiat -from his tender treatment at home, and also to ease him- 
self of/thiteare, He was informed there was a master of arts in 
SegoWh,', whose- name wa| Cabra, and who made 'it his business to 
eduetjt 4 g#t0ime#s sons ; thither accordingly he sent his, and ino t« 
wait Upon him, It was the first Sunday after Lent we were brought 
into the house of famine, for it is impossible to convey a just He,i°nf 
the penury of such a place, I he master was himself a skeleton 
mere shofteh herring. or like a long cane with a little b.\.<! a-, mi 'it 
He was fed-haired, and no more need be said to those who know tin 
proverb, that neither cat nor dog of that colour are good ; " his , ves 
almost sunk into his head, as if he had looked through a pet-.iycllve 

glass, hr the deep windows in a litr.n-rirapcr’s shop; his nose turned 

up and was somewhat flat, the bridge being almost carried away bv an 
inundation of' cold rheum, for he never incurred any worse disorder 
becatisfe.it would cost money. His heard had lost its’ colour from fear 
of hi s mooth, Which being so near, sc. -turd to threaten to eat ii mo of 
merc’hilnser'a his teeth h«nl rn.mv oft.s.n, m... .- ' 



for slisienaftcc ; his arms withered ; his haiids'likea bUiidie of twfos 
each;*pf them, hanging downwards, looking like a former- a nair°of 
- composes, with long slender fogs. His voice was Weak said, hollow • 
his beard shaggy, foi he never shavefl in order to save Soap and raior ’ 
besidsfytpM odiou^ he said, to feci the barber* StitoH over Ins 
ilfe wdnld rather die than endure ,it \ . biti.y^iM ;oiie pf the 
X.: jp fair weather he wore a^thj^^p.'cap, an inch 
y dirt, made of a,thing that;tyas^^:pfoth,and lined 
•Jits cassock, .some miracu- 

“ no hair on 


frit was; A were 
l #£. a .'distance 
teg- hair and 
igfir death, 
‘ *As for his 
feihia . spiders being 



to' 

hat:>^yag| 
bofecM 
might 
reader, 
my hat 


I^V-for fear they 
-r_r ^ »- . l^ed was on 

frbtn "fear of wearing out 
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the sheets ) in snort, he supi^j&t i ve decree of tjie word avarice, 

and the very iic £?tis I fclL 
and lived under ti^jttaqg came 
he showed us, ow out 
of sheer love' o'f;^)^oniy; to 

behave. The next- liiotriing we wei'd" ' . we 

went to it; the ni&stert dined-, first and- thg ''sorV^lS M i |ted -« >J Thc 
dining-room was as big ns a half-peck ; 'five , gcmkJi]^| ^S^lfeat-one 
tabic ; 1 looked about for the cat, and seeing none, an 

old stager, who. in his leanness bore the mark of at febir^^-schooJ, 
how it came theyhad none ? The tears stood in his eyj^a^he said* 
<* Why do you. talk of cats ? Piray who told you that catsl^v^penance 
ard mortification? Ah. your fat sides show you area h^^omcr.” 
'« hi* to me was the augury of sorrow,, but I was worse seated when I 
olwrv.Vi Oku aJi thos.- who were before us in the hou^Ippked like 
so many pictures of death on the white horse. Maste^Cafira said 
grar o. then sat down, and they cat a meal which had n^iUiSbeginning 
nor end. They bi might the broth m wooden disheSjbutit vvas sd dear 
that a man might have seen to the bottom had it been te^lHthoms 
deep. J observed how eagerly they all dived down after a single pea 
that; was in .every dish. Every sip he gave, Cabra cried ; u Jiy my 
troth, there is no dainty like ihe Olla, or boiled meat an&brtuh. Let 
the world sajr what it will, all the rest is mere glut to uy-i^'d extrava- 
gancy ; tins is good for the health, while it sharpens tj^yifcs*’; “A 
curse on thee and thy wit,* thought 1, and at the same titpefl -^aw a 
servant, like& walking ghost, bring in a dish of m eat,wld£h jpoked as 
if he had;ptcfeed it Oft his own bones. Among it was one poor stray 
turnip, at ^ight of which the master exclaimed ; «■ What, have we 


Ear heartii^bt-Tl^e; to. see $>vi eai. j; - 
- \vretch'^-Ml|5^mVjRoi^ that' ft stuck 10 } 


turnips to-aay * pa. pannage is in my opinion to compare. to them. 


He. gave every ; o’ 

„ „ ,,, , . ^ . . their nails and in t 

«o tha| it cbulcl reach theft* stomach* Cabra J 

and it is a pleasure tomgtd 1 

stomachs ow just thlnk wlmt;!; 
them ylt^'&mgerw ^yben^ 

WbroadOn the taj>le,an4;i 

‘i&x&ss&r 


remained .} 
bones, and’ 
must' dWf- . 
thought |p 
cvehnoreTwJ 
He next t&ty 
servant^ 
should be to&; , . 
aloud fot niy life, 
myself like a^' J 
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this mournful spectacle, 
tyand as a new coiner 
r^rce upon two scraps 
ueep of skm. The 
aloud ; on 
eat quietly 
Sire is enough for 
7r _ 7 _. rTT .__. — „ servants, a 

^ho had so the way to 

str^all bit of crust him into his 

J p^th&t he was thus saved the tro.ubfe' d^wallowiilg* I 
ftk|r the rest who had hardly br<>kert f^sf "never thought 
of a dish with some water* whTc&i hq sooner put 

to my ^g^efore^the sharp-set lad J spoke of snatchedit away, as if 
I had ^l^^anfailus, and that the flitting river he st’aads in up to the 
chih.:^^tnjp ffidm table with a sigh, perceiving for truth that I was 
in a hou^^Artf -they drank to a good appetite, but would not permit 
it to pg$p$; ?ijft is impossible to express my trouble and concern ; and 

conside ^ 

afraid>; 
going "< 

Thh^^'^^sed on till night. Don Diego asked he should 

Oimself that he had dined, for his stp&H<;h}could not 


.10 pieqge. \tijs unpossioie to express my troume ana concern ; and 
mside^g; how little was likely to go into my belly, I was actually 
fraid^ -Wdugh hard pressed, of feeling the process pf digestion 
oing \ * , 


do. toy.. r _ 

and only grumbled when he alludfe^fd’ the. subject. 
The Jip^pSf^rshort, was a hospital of dizzy hcad^ p^Q^ftdihg from 
empty^'jM^KS^a different kind of dizziness to that"5h&rred bv 
surfeit^^; ‘ .. ' . 7 

Su^Sgertiine came, for afternoon meals were’n^v^^g^cL'pf. " ‘It 
was StilJf shOrter than the dinner, and consisted bf goat. 

inste^Sfc mutton. Surelythe devil 5 could 
beast. _ Our ..starving master ; 
ivhols^^Kb^d'hjgiiefibfaS' to eat light su6pers; that"ti 

-not ,w A 'l- •_ _ 1' _ & . ^ ~£jj r V 1 *? 1 


|triVed a 

Sfey.wjy ■ 


vente 
siblel 
bu t^,. 

tohiS 
andat'l 
to l 

'WttEt-, 

**ayiM 




*•<(.** 


am 


iictin who 
.tit' pre- 
... % j&Jjbs- 
^"Slilpped,, 
ither; 
..plain 

„aKVie; for 
3n,the battle 
’ ttoty, in 
u3 

State oif punish. 
i, we got a 
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ourpinch-gut -master some 
chairs, taking leavftof, 
their eye* and wlsJje 
Algiers, when thc_. ... 


onis. 4 , a We; : w.esc.caj:ried away in two 
**±**-*^^ ^-^ us with 
L-slaves at 



.-i- • -• • y. ' 

DON RfeSco^"y)K<sr-^; 

AND •R^^i^f'ARE SENT TO If HU' OtfjfV* 

THEIR ADVENTURE BV THE Wd&'N *-■ 

■- - ' ' 


,' r '- * # ** _ J> ' # * • -y *- 

WiiEN we cairtc to Dori Alonzo's house, 
upon two bedS&fi# * /ear of rattling our hones, 
bare ; then Mf^h'.rmi^hifyixig glasses they began tO;se&f£$ : 
faces for ohr/eycs, and/werj* > long r lime before^"' '■ * 
mine, from'W^de^ "of pnvitioja v arid' ' suffering^’ 
called in ? \yhh;olttlcrcd the "dust td be* wiped off Otigfe 
tails, as been paintings ; and indeed we lodl 

ture of deatlfe^b^i that we should bp noiirished w^h ^, 
light ntea^fh^jf^r :t&jDver1oad ing out wea^ storna^h^ 
exp i\Css:;th^Mb|cing wh felt inwardly when we. tasted* " 
soup, andW^W^i’ \Ve* earned eat sohi^ J 
.novelties. : The 

nine day% *|gpp^ s$idld talk? frf . o L ^' 



were srri 
precautib 
so' sfcrfftf* 
carp w^s v 
as ir wferej) 

In a"f?^ 
the shadwSS 
takeitfprY 
spent tb&ly 
clutchWpL^ 
prayers thafrl 
If we cvej! * 
alone would* 
to tell Dom. 
grace, the f ., W!a 
He laugKcd heartily 
commandment, * ^ ' 


^least' 




there Wase'd^; 
^should ? eVery ; .^a^b^^ 


ph fox- 
nc- 
isand 
we 
tigpod 

K:'ihese 
^ for 
$achs 
hese 
^Were 

^»h4 

t aft4, 

St : be 
"We. 


^4 
Sfing. 

►of the 
tend to 
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partridges and ca£on$ j indeed, to everything pf which he wished to 
deprive ^US r ..' o.u lit e<i a deadly sin. It 
tool*. tK&end of which Don 

Alon/q ||||iS| ♦ mm, v.%AJ$da to finish his 

, to. quit the 
^iyuto misery and 

’a ^ ^ 

expdh'w 

/vnm 

MoiSifea 


Mo *QwS®Wf^T^- bed dpt; our tackle bed to 

ru o | y fe e j five ' 

', ' \Vc , ourselvesB^^^^ poach in the 
c ve ni^^hq;^y^rd$ midnight came to th o over acbh^ed lope inn of 
Viy^^^eper was of Moorish: race^ah^ah arrant thief ; 
in alf ^aW.cat and dog so jkaceab^M<P*h*hat 'day. He 
rcce*v^lh^^^p0rtcoii»l y, because he and the pd^tfir went snacks, 
for ,S&wIy that they were thete ^ hastened 

10 ^|^[fe^^^^ d:ass ! stin h r ®* t0 aligiit ? ;a5lked<5^? I going to 
the ui^^^f§ItbHhim i was. Ife piitme iptoy^^ hopse, where 
two With, some girls, a curate playlng^them, an old' 

CovcLmk y mm^^ep^r trying, to save his supper,* ahi^o,,scoundrcI 


maste^ 

.hav^^p 


Slowly that they were there Wp>eu^jfle hastened 
assisting me to alight, askedi? [!£$$ J g°' in ^ to 
^$■$1 .' totdhim I wa's. Ife piitme ii^oiJ^J^puse, where 
0^t ; With some girls, a curate playmg^them, an old* 
®$WI>er trying, to save his supper^ scoundrel 

l^alffeqntHying how to fill th eh* Mlie$> fi^^f^cost. My 

K m last comer, and but a :b^^^;^|^dh>rd 9 get 
he house for me, and two serYapt^j^^ r e ■. are all 
md will wait on you/? said “ Here, 

r*A iKl'C itf ill ' £ A An t- nit 
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overjoyed, and a stranger would haye^.l^lieyed jtjaat we had actually 
been brought up together. ,< 

Don Diego paid f£h 
hi$ name, out cefljjSf 
was going on,heh 

the meat will be, ^ ^ . ; 5 

chair for Ddn 
inquired if; lie;<i 
were preparing 
replied Don Die^ 
though he did - : j; 

■T ... . V'vT 11 


Ouse ;^bp 

v-t - 

good. Sir ; 

on all sides, 1 - m i$y mouth, and l L^ r ~ v 
pass. The scliola^inskntiy laid hold > of - th'e^satad^^fl^^ 
and looking.^ n$ master; said- “ It would be : 
ladies sh oujd’ib^vi^fe supperiess, when a gentfein'a^i^^r®™ 
present ,\ them leave to. eat a bit^v’M^ vt4 

true novice, i^Sted^tliem all to partake. They saVdSi* 
them and there was only one end of 

the whole ;^*ptd,^ Diego ■ himself 

student handed^ft tb him, be observed, " Sir, yjouTh^d 
who was n^f^tert micle, who would swoon at th&jng 
he was a m|$W^peb;aO' odd disposition," This s^L, 
a great f his companion foUowed hfe^ 
damsels wefe^Sot slow; to avail themselves Of their g^tfif^ £ 
the poor od#f^eyoured the' whole with;his-eyesV'^§^^^ 
busily hri^iiui-'ife'ah-^ntire side ’ of a Wasted' 

^ "Welt, 'fe*er/^r^^ 

£v S5 L “i*. 'IlJL vi*i ' ii » ti- 


the h ph 
there ?lv« 
iTs;an>’-^ 
he had w 
ders divide 
the slid 
lest jit 
“ besides,' Sa 
you are 
were often 
to leayb . . 
the # t 

turned 

scn;a»t^'i: r C!on T 
all the housfcp^ 
my master^ prei 
vonr lea ft; 
you are not v axiquaintfe(E| 


l;> ™ 0 %ny pobr'ia^St 
'0&*>Tx §«nor, 

„ , j$ftRh ~yo»T:* an# 

* "■"' v ■■ ' 1 ■* ***-'*' v 


S^ ith 

f^sign 

1% own 




-IS 


QVEVEDl\ 

\ had sijgpj' When I. heard this piece 
"" toiy j^art ^bat the evil 

af jM&ty pocket ted his 
If e Would have 
3t<r time enough 
her ;' iny, master 
hi ng Corohel. 
deceitful dog rs. Then per- 

<£ win you 



16 hand, r • _ "■{%>**'>■ 

box, and said, f I hay<«^tj«fone yet ; for 
lie lias e:; ■! out of which he pour^Tftll ifeie .wine, and 
k*«. ^^p^ith t<3fW and wool, and stopped A^X^h^ Scbolar put 

^ and a ereat stone into .the hood of .his trsivrl.. 


;sion, 
else to 
hovered 
\A for a 
•& that he 



thin 1 

beh 

'uuf 


\cd' tip the 
Rician in. 
_ Je scholars - 
li^S.paid, we 
we should 
w^.ittgtfcd it in 
fe^hf'hmeweii 
chew; 
: ^4„ the loath- 
^e^ay!/' The 
swore, 

4$$^“ Get 

. i^Sw^lWbpftviary, 

!, quftfe "sipfe- gnd ex- 
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life'll E5£^ h ; 




• Towa^bFI 
had been: Umii 
rascally- sd 

new house* 

a good out^fdll 

called MonsjsT 
abound 
the sight jof/. 
quality,whoi 
The lah&loji 
inquisitor i 
keeping 

good dor .cntrWi^^ 

On getting# up r ' : ne^;^.- 
their shirts/to dehiand-^iwfe 
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myself, liung my clothed up 
down upon my be&^V/ 


ite overeome laid me 



very 

pointing , ; beeb 

cruel l..^enV & a^^;«®Sfee. 

Ing the state oi*pt^cl 0 ^Cj& 9 .j'hctook .pity upon-Tnej^ptl'^^^'y^^AQjf 
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in factj 
aild'wliicit 
as iftThe. 

I was $9 ' 0 -- pot- 

up, and^h ‘ an\aijfgjy vpi’gOS^ 






QyfCrJrDQ. 


*?■ “dent, rascal! your mast Or, I?on Diego, shall be Informed, of 




puk|&p 



;C vifcysleiijf*.;- 


| (f,' (atid 1-ncarly 
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ipi/’- and they 
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^Serving, 
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TO, *iPffiP|#^ ahS-ftortt that day lived f^-ppH^d^fhe house 
J^^®^cWd.'b««i , aB one mothedschihi^'gk^hiiigie soul 
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two swine, 
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people’s 
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house ; * he went, an&btb 
No sooner did I “ 
was a great deal ? 
houses.* 

my sword in&thfe 
heads, To previt 

up.the ghost. . 3^%f^t paifls§(gtf ' J 
help of our ^|^KaIf lasted them ih th e ,^> 

black pwitjtp&l 

explott and 'Wfedfi- passion, that- tk®8 
amused, were fatit to take my part. ^ 

rhe don what I should $av for m y ?? p 1 '■&■ . 

should be f0Un3"oVt; ; J replied that I would plead 
sanctuary of a seMjft#'} and .if that was not - en&i 
that, seem^fl^fe came into the house without 
had been att/hpme; really, thought that they 

“By my faith, 

feen 


; — , T ■ 'IS&r*- * 7 inou £ flt mat they w<*re H 

Iau ^’ said > “ By my faith, Paid, J 

si landthe was Well worth observing the fkfl 
my n»aster^n4^n;| - he ap sober and religious, f- sa Si&Kfi 
so that t)mjo|^w5i a foil to the other, and serve# 
virtue or his*#Ee.- Our old housekeeper was plesidM ^j 
for we,bc^^^;bur piwts, and conspi.ed aLinlsIMI 

■ in my employment, cyettesIP 

jnclinatipj|4f^rbbmg and stealing. The meat '&&&& 
old wom^^^hJjiri;aiid she never dressed' we.dd^Mii 
Could gpl.'CSfe.Bj'.' gpit,. Besides, she oiclced* thsL 'iritifta#* 


feaiM/Sc.% 


cou™ 
before^ 

the/aitfSN 

had.tt hi 
when; sh, 
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WTteh t bought' any thiajg ftn^ 


•r; x > . > , ^*™ VVk "wmj 

v =«.«,. ,;tJeside$, she picked- .tfifc «bsjl 

SSS^i 0 tb?t * he dish ^ «he servjlb 

a dOHSUmptioh. Theh rriffl, -- 
W.a».the bones,it might liave pas'fe 
it seem a.littlc faf, s&jTC 
!fe&r-^*hy,.«Ehe 

-■ s ^^t.in'Sp^,-,ba]^ ; '^is^|| 

B ?.*ith. heimuieheiis^^ 

ifi ,'hl!Sfc' ^ " r.lM 
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iS^$i,qn of what 
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ar3t bour aftef fewS^-^t^^a phantom 
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some 

pawn forit/w^le 
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desiring inetopfe^ 
because 
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horses anji.-na 
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setting mys 
When-! 
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and went 
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to direct 
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other.t^ 
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very lit&g 
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/hand, 
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QVF.VEDO . 


We went towards the banqucting-house, and hs I pass'd along, 
some twig qf, ^gj^^^go^old of Q^mjr .band, and tore it a 

mother Donna Anna, 

was garden with 

two ser^^^f^rjbi^jrand who should this oe ;^ old master, 
Don drew near, and seein^- )in^„ in this habit, 

could off\me ; talked to the wpa^en, calling them 

cousin^^^^^He. time turned to look again andagain. I kept 
talking j^i^%B’utler, and the other two gentlemen, bemg^biy masters 
friend^ ^^^l^ de^p discourse with him. He asked them, a&afterwards 
appeared^^^ne^ and they answered it was Don Philip Tristian, a 
very hottest j^tleman, of a great estate. I saw him bless himself, and 
at length; b^c^me up tp me before them all, and said, “ Sir, will you 
pardon mell^ppby the Lord, till I heard your name, I took you for a 
different|pe^pri than you are ; in my life I never saw anything so like 
a scrvant^;I(ji|tci at Segovia, called Paul, the son of a barber in that 
town.* . K laughed heartily, and I used all the art" I could to 

forbear b|fr^ftg Myself by blushing, and said, “ I long mightily to see 
that ma4^fec^f|i| abundance of people had told me l was, extremely 
like him^||^J5pdd.God 1” cried Don Diego, “like him, t never saw 
such resp^iblan je ; ’his very shape, voice, and mien. I declare to you, 
sir, it is^OdtgipUS, and I never beheld anything so exactly alike.” 

The mother and aunt, asked how it was possible that a 

gentlcm^j^^Cb "quality should be so like that mean scoundrel? and 
that I^^^PjIpbceive no jealousy of them, one said, “T faipy Don 
Philip he that entertained us at Ocanfta* bytny hus- 

band's dract^||f'.tpOk .the cue, and answered, “ I should i|ways be 
ready to;^^^fi|‘all the service I could, in all paxtp:*^ ^l^^Diego 
offered ipC^P^^iand begged pardon fornhe affront of taki^me for 
the bar^^^f^^Mdibg^ “ Sir, you will scarce believe it, but^hisrim other 
was a wi^^^»|5pher a'thief, his uncle the hangman, aiidhe bfipself the 
wickedi^^^^ '|9^'w l|i the world.* It. is easy I felt, 

things said of me to rnyfa^tM^on thorns, 
thoughT^^^^R tllcpuld : fb dissemble my^w^s^ik^B^'two new 

had done the 
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were Drought, X* *4^ won 

There I and 

Peter Lopez, w^a;We|e v ^rjactisIng new As soon 

as they saw me| ijHy left offtokiquire how I'Spedi^j^^^&Id them 
that I had be,en4h : great danger ; how I had met and 

how I came off. ; ;They comforted and encouraged and 

not to desist from the enterprise by any m%ans. : We notice 

given us that they used to play at lanskenet at an apSt^&5^ house 
close by. ~ J* understood the game at that time tolerabi^wll ; had 
cards made Yor the purpose, and knew all sorts of <&eai$; so we 
resolved to go and put in for the plate among them* I sertt^itiy friends 
before me, who coining, asked them whether they wpuli please to 
play with a monk of" the order of St. Benedict, who w^jQ^i come to 
town to be 'cured of a tedious distemper among hi£ jrefations and 
friends, axid was well stocked with crowns and duc^^f^This set 
them all agpg, and they cried, “ Let the friar come, name." 

“ He is a man, of note in the order," added Peter Lo^z;^^tvd being 
of the monastery, has a mind to divert a few hours* and^es it only 
for company's sake." “ Let him come," quoth the^^^'dd hot care 
what his mdtive is.'" “We tell you so much in regard tO$fi£privacy 
it requires# 31 answered Brandalagas. “ Enough,” saitftj^rpkn of the 
house, “ybti peed say no more.” '* 

This satisfied them that the thing was so, and the.-fe^^tt down 
glib. My two supporters came for me, and I was my 
night-cap ph> in a Benedictine habit, which I had got &ffi^jv^hecl of 
fortune ihjmy^ramblps, a pair, of spectacles short 

bimshy4fe^*jtp.;sho^ as if it were grown . sin^- Aj^^kp.ess. I 
walkedTh^very/demurely, sajt down, and we be^nJ^Jpt^^4hey all 
combing put upon me, but I swept all bef0ffe;|a®p||g much 
sharper they ; so that in about three up- 
wards bf)| j^busand three hundred royals, > - small 

bounty, ahl^^k niy leave with the usual compHwtifc.^^^ 1 ®^ 'Lord 
be praised,";cH^ging fhem not to be scandalised ; to^||^m^play, for 
it was else. - 'TheyQw^^^^^t their 

money, pit; of ; i3o^i|^^^;'again, 


walkedTh^vei^ aerhurely, sajt down, and we begai^tbjpJ 
combing tq put upon me, but I swept all bef0ffe:|ft^ 
sharper af }0h^ they ; so that in about three Sfiot^tp 
wards of W|hdusand three hundred royals, 
bounty, ajnf^^k v !hy leave with the usual complimeh^Jij 
be praised,"IcHJrgihg"them not to be scandalised to ^lK 

■i _ ■ ’ jf ■ . t • 


it was nd^JWthing . else. -‘Th^^|^i^ 

money, pit of ^ 


*ed our 


walk the streets 

knowing how tomend myself,'! 
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where I found a lawyer’s footman with a horse, m his hand, Waiting for 
his master,#}!*) had'; ju^t in that church. I 

clapped fohr* let )ri|^Vf4c^o '${. three turns along 
the next H^^^e'^hlented ; I mounted, 
rode but the 

third t^i^^nhit^^jina'ldoketl out. When I ^aw lier, thinking to 
gallant JS^^^i\Vihg ihy horsemanship, and being but an indifferent 
jockey a^^naccLuai nted with the horse’s qualities, I gave him two 
lashes, at the same time; he reared first, then struck 

out behnid^sjet a funning full speed, so that I came clear over his head 
into a puddle. I had no other recourse in this pitiful plight, all beset 
with boys ahd in the presence of my mistress, but to cry out, “A 
cursed dbgj my‘ sorrel would ne%er have done so ; I shall pay for 
those maJsl ^p?anks one time or other. They told me he was unlucky, 
and yet Iwpuldneeds be trying tricks with him." By this time the 
foo t man brought me the horse again, for he stopped as soon as he had 
thrown me ; I mounted again, and Don Diego Coroncl, who lived in 
the same Abuse with his kinswoman, hearing the noise, looked out. 
The sight Of me startled him v ery much ; lie asked whether I had any 
hurt? I/inswered, no, though at the same time one of my legs was 
almost ctipj}l£d* ; The footman pressed me hard to give him his horse, 
for fear hi^.jnastdr should come out of the church and see me, for he 
was going tp eburt. It was my misfortune, that as he was calling me 
to be gone; fh& lawyer came behind us, and knowing his Steed, ran at 
the footi^an, laytn g him about the head and face with his fist, and 
asking him 3 :&S loud as he could cry, how he durst have the, impudence 
to let anybody ride his horse ? and what was worst of all, he turned to 
me, and in a very angry manner bid me get down, in the name of 
God. ,y * 1 ■ 

All this v^sjrf full view of my mistress, and Don Diego Coronel, 
which pu^^%Aiuch out of countenance as if I had been shipped 
at the t was wonderfully cast down and melancholy, and 

with good’ to have two such misfortunes befall me upon so 
small '.ground; In fine, I was fain to alighC the lawyer 

mounte^W^mit his way ; and I, the better to p^Uate the business, 
stayed [talking to Don ‘Diego, and said; “iLaeyer mounted 
such hi all my days. . My cream^ColpUred horse is 

.churchy and is very he sets 

t gopte .there . hbw;f him at full 

pnd; c]jiec& ^outa not do 

' suclci *mp.” “ It 

w?a so,^;afi'|^efl9 ;5PSbfe'^Diefi^ i ' seem to feel some 

hurt in that leg. 5 * 2 do so/\replied I, * and therefore 111 go take my 
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own horsc^and gel home.” The young lady was fully satisfied that 
all I said was true, fos'T c^uld _per^ivo vShc \ms much concerned at 
my fall ; but Don- D^^'^ttp^w upon what 

had happened ' :• 

This proved tin .#' ■ ca$se/df thy. ruin/ nlu cky 
accidents that befelihe; and the greatest of all, went home, 

ami came to a chest, where in a portmanteau t had left^|ft^kun:uns 
of my inheritance, and what I won at play* cxcf^Vioj^&jriund red 
royals I had about, me, I found my good friends, the' Bran- 

da lagns and Peter Lopez, had seized it, *nd were flei i, ^ ; !^|y^ was a 
morial stroke, and I stood amazed, not knowing whfch ^^to turn 
myself. At last, for fear of spoiling my marriage, whihh l looked 
upon as secure, and that it would make amends for all losses, ! resolved 
to stay and push it on vigorously. I dined, after dinner. aired 1 a horse, 
wont away, towards my mistress’s street, and having ;*tp footman, 
Ik cause it was not decent to be seen without one, I Waited at the 
corner of life street until some man passed by that loqjced like one, 
and away I went after him, making him a footman tl>bti§h..bc was 
none. At the other end of tlic street I did the like, standing out 
of sight, untiL. another went by like the former, and then rode down 

. * - *rv r 

again. ,■ - - '///, \ 

I kno\y not whether it was the certainty of the truth 'thfttT was the 
very scoundrel Don Diego suspected, or the fresh cause of j^dousy on 
account- .of the lawyer’s horse and footman, or what .else tlY^t did it, 
but Don p lego, look care to inquire who I was, what I lived on, and 
observed all my actions. At last he took so much/pmhl, .he disco- 
vered the whole intrigue the strangest way that could bi^siifetiied, for 
I pressed 011 the business of matrimony very hotly/ plyig^^e ladies 
continually with letters; and % Don Diego being as impor- 

tuned by them, who were in haste to conclude it, as he upon the 
scent afterme, met the Licentiate 'Flediilia, the man myself 

to dine with when first I entered myself among the gang at 

Madrid,, before my imprisonment. This man, iaking !t^^|Ut I had 
not gpne tO see. him again according to promise, to talk 

with Don pjego,and knowing T had been his s^r^^.|Sol 4 Tiini how 
I met him y^^nTw^iit to dine with him ; aAd that/bfi^t^o^y s ago 
he had horseback, and that I infoi^d, 1 lMJ^^|;^^ping to 

be who > 

made 

myself so ami 

agreed, ^met ine it so 

fair at that time, that f never thought nprselr^ friend- 
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ship as then. We continued talking together how to divert ourselves 
at night, t|ll towards ' the .qlose. of &}e evening the two knights took 
their and I being left to 

o u r 'th^'jciiirch''t)f 5 Si* J When we came to 
the Diegosaid tq ^ nie beg the favour of 

von, cloaks with me, for fcliaye occasion to go 

this way,;a^ 'Woi|ld not be known.” t u With ali my heart,” answered 
1 ; took very innocently, and gave him mine in an unhappy 

hour, 6ffer1ng;to "go along, and stand by him IF .need were ; but he 
ha vi ngjprc^cted to standi by me to break my bones, replied he was 
obliged ';tohfg6 alone, and therefore desired me to leave him. No 
sooner had ! parted from him, but the devil contrived, that two who 
waited tocUitash him oil account of a wench, thinking by the cloak 
that I was : pion' Diego, fell on a cudgelling me as thick as hail ; 1 cried 
out, and by my voice and face they discovered I was the wrong man 
at which tfifey jan away, and I was left with my beating, ^ut up three 
or four good bumps they had raised, and made a halt, not daring to go 
into my mistress’s street for fear. At last, about twelve, which was the 
time whfeft I talked with her, I came up to the door, where one of 
Don Dingo's friends that waited for me, being ready with a good 
cudgel,g#V$ pie two blows across the shins which laid me flat on the 
ground~;^a$ soon 35 I was down the other played his part, giving me a 
slash across the face from ear to ear. They then took away my cloak, 
and leftx^piithe ground, saying : “ This is the reward of false, de- 
ceitful,; basfe.seoundrels.” \ 

I criedput for help, not. knowing to whom I was beholden for that 
usage, for tCKsSty the truth, I expected that cut from so inahy places, 
that f coufkKot be positive from whom it might come. Don Diego 
was theperspnl least suspected, and 1 was farthest from the mark; 
but still cri^bht, " Thieves ! thieves !” which at length" brought the 
watch,, wfe^;ibdk me up, and spying a gagh a quarter long ok my face, 
and thay^l h^ ho cloak, nor could tell how that misfortune came, they 
carried to a surgeon’s house, where I was dressed'; .then they 
asked npt^wlf^re l lived, and thither they conducted. went to 
bed, nigtu awake, full of remorse and ^ confusion, my face 

being body bruised, and my legs IpbHppled with the 

cud gell^^m^j|T|c:ould __ not stand, nor had scar^akf/f^lihg in them. 
In fi i: 9 khed, an d a condidoh^ that I could 

proceed nor stay 
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\1V TTLlflOUS CURE J^HAT- PASSED* . BETWEEN^ ’ jifY; AND 

ME; HOW 1 TURNED BEGGAR, PICKED 'V*VA' C&I^lUBLE 
SUM OF MONEY, AND WENT TD TOLEDO. " ' *VW 7’* * 

The next morning, by break of day,' my landlady mv 

bed side. She was a choice old woman, at *he years O#“dis^tion 
past fifty-five, a great pair of beads in her hand, and a facffljlce a 
cliitterlm, or a walnut shell, it was so full of furrows. She Ms always 
veiy fond of proverbs, and began her speech after this manner * <c A 
drop of water, continually falling on a stone, makes a hole iri. time • 
as you sow, so will you reap ; if you walk barefoot among thorns’ 
you must expect to be scratched. My child, Don Philippe deal 
plainly, I do not understand you, nor can I conceive how you live. 
1 ou are young, and it is no wonder you should be somewhat wild 
without considering, that even whilst we sleep, we arc travelling to’ 
our end. I, who have now one foot in the grave, have the privilege 
to tell you so much. It is very odd I should be told that .«! spent 
so much money, and nobody knows how ; that you have r sfitce vou 
came to town, sometimes appeared like a scholar, sometimes a simmer 
and sometimes like a gentleman. All this comes of keeping cbmpany’ 
for, my child, tell me where you herd, and I’ll tell you wtutf yohare 
and birds of a feather flock together, and many a good feifcis lost 
between the. % and the dish. Go, you fool, if you had a hankerm* 
after women, did you not know that I had always a good-stock of 
that commodity by me, and that 1 have them ready ht'Wbeck 
what occasion- have you to be drawn away by one scoundrbj to-day 
and by another rascal to-morrow ; picking up a dirty drab'fcere and’ 
a pickled jade there, who fleece you to keep another. By mjr father’s 
soul, and as I hope for mercy, I would not have asked -y^ how for 
what is due for, lodging, but that I want it for some private bses and 
to make a litde biutment.” Perceiving that all her discoui^nd’long 
speech ended in a.dup, for though that was her text, she didbbt;be£in 
with it as othets.do f , but made.it her conclusion; wh&YffigktiM 
1 was not at.all^td seefc .for the, occasion of her loving, waft*®**®* 

tho first she HdicL tfehilet T .C t 


l was 


the officers carae 
eyes, that £Jiey co 


’TUXTZ . W. ^f;Sttch,» 



then to tell me it was all a jhiStike, for they-me^L 
name, ancf no wonder, for there were morp of 1lie ? il 
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sion, — I paid her down the money, and as I was telj/ng it out, ill 
fortune* whi^^eays attends me^^and the, devil, who never forgets to 
plague^v* t0 seize her for a 

was in V 

hoit^^^^aThi directly into>ny7)r^^|^^.^d&g me, and he 
me,, thfcy^te both, gave me haOff ; a>^sqore good bangs 

^rag^Siftb'cifi^spf bed, . Two others held Mr' fast, saluting her 
all* kiiT^Vpf lfi titles. Who woulci have thOtrghJ of it, a woman 
live4j^;lrhive said. The noise the constables' made, and my 
gave^thte' ^d&hn to the go llant, who was a fruiterer^ and lay in the n 
j oom jl^hjn £he set a running ; they observing it* and being infori^j. 
by apbfhbr, lodger in the house that I was not he man, scoured af U f 
and-I^^old of him, leaving me well beaten, ad my hair torn * v 
yet, iofe all t.had endured, 1 could not forbea. Ughing, to hear I* c / 
the dog? complimented the old woman. One < 'd, “ I low grace^ 
you. wilt-look in a cart, mother ; by my troth, it \1 be a great satis- 
faction to nie, to see a thousand or two rotten ora 0 es and turnip lops 
fly after you.” Another said, “There is care taken that you shall 
make :a good shew, and be well attended.” At last they caught her 
bully,bpurid them both, begged my pardon, and left me to myself. 

I la^ight days in the house under the surgeon % hands, and was 
searchable, to go abroad at the end of them, for they were fain to 
stitgh face, and I could not go without crutches. * By this time 
my money was spent, for the hundred royals all went in lodging, diet, 
and ]$$$'/ So that to avoid further expenses, when my treasure was 
gone ^Ve&dved to go abroad on crutches, and sell my linen and 
cloth^wl}fph Were very good. I did so, and with part of the money 
bougitt'hiif .old leath er jerkin, a canvas waistcoat, a patched beggar’s 
great epataown to my ancles, gam ashes on my lcgs,;and great clouted 
slioes,tltfc hopd of the great coat bn my head, a laige, brass crucifix 
about^hi^ Jne 0 ^ and a pair of beads in my hand; 1 A 'mumper, who 
was his trade, taught the the doleful' tone "and proper 

phrs^gf |pf Jegging, so I began immediately to practised about the 
stree^^^t^ ^yals I had left I sewed up in my doublet, and so set 
confiding in my cant.; . I wpnt^>but the streets 
for howling in a dismal tone,- anC^peSting my lesson 

jr— “ Merciful, Christians of Ibe^rd'take pity on a 
poorJ^P^miserable, wounded; and m^ini^jE^ture, that has 
no Tfcte.-wa? ; but on 

charitable 
to the 

I ^ as streng and as 
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sound as any V>f you are, the Lord be for ever praised, and preserve 


your health and limbs/' Thu$ in by 

shoals ; I got much 

moie, had I not 

lame of both arms, ai^ftll$gt:;phe ^leg,3?^o in 

a wheelbarrow, atd/'gi&fed tfp , jfoore pence*' he 

begged not half so genteelly ;?for h$ had' a hoarse'^ci^JS^^etided 
in a squeak, and said,-? Faithful servants of Jesus Christ, b&hiyi mw 
the Lord hath afflicted me for my sins ; give one farthm^ SjKi^or, 
and God will reward you and then he added* 44 For the' 
sake." This brought him a mighty revenue, and I observed^hd for 
the future I cut off the s, and said only Jesuy because 1 that 

it / .ok with the -simple people.. In short, I altered niy^p^^cs ;as 
occasion served, and there was no end of my gettings ; I ha<t both my 
h‘gs bound up in a leather bag, and lay in a surgeon’s porchj/with a 
beggar that plied at the corner of a street, one of the arrahtfe$t knaves 
that ever God put life into, and who was, as it were, our superior, and 
earned as much as all of us. He was broken bellied, and itliUng out 
in a bunch; besides, he bound up his arm hard with a,.rope above 
the shoulder, which made his hand look as if it were lame, swelled, and 
had an inflammation. He lay flat on his back, with all the rtipture 
naked, which was as big as his head, and cried, " Behold njy misery, 
see how the Lord chastises his servants." If a woman happened 
to pass by, “ Siveet beautiful lady, the Lord bless your de&r soul.” 
Most of them wpuld give him an alms for calling them/ha&dsdrne, 
and would make that their way to their visits, though never * ad much 
about. If any ragged soldier came by, he called him, “ Noble cap- 
tain;” if any /other sort of man, “Good worthy gentleman ;*£if he 
saw anybody in a Coach, “ Right honourable lord,” and if a clergyman 
on a mule, ?£o$t reverend archdeacon.” In short; bewadra most 
intolerable flatterer, and had particular ways for begging on feotidays. 
I contracted such intimacy with him, that he acquainted.; ^^th a 
secret, which Hi; a few days made us rich ; which was that^e ^kept 
three little bby^wh° begged about the streets, stole/e^^t^i^’tliat 
came in their wiy^rpught it to him, and he was the receiy^;f b^ides, 
he had two sm&u chftdr&n that learned tor pick pockets r< ^d?^pent 


halves with them^'rBeipjg, $o well instructed by such; 

I took to th e cpdrsCs, and hg provided ifte wifjh 

for my purpose.|Th^ timej I 

crowns clear, besi^^^^^^igmit ekpensesjL ahd*ai;l||^dli 
that we* should he;/dtselpsed 


id 


wc both joined in f 
or five children, which; 


what marks they had to saidf * 


^df^Vy 1 
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found this child at such a time, and had I not come ar? I did, a cart 
had run, qyer it* Jbut 1 have taH^n care of. it." They readily paid us 
the retSaMj^ above fifty crowns more, 

i wore them wrapped 
in c&kjtis;' -‘'T^’bioivdd -t0"leay e' Madrid ■ %nd;‘ g<£; dway to Toledo, where 
I knew noh^ kheW mcT paving: feadc this resolution, 

1 bojug& anCol^.. suit of grey clothes, a sword and^jbands, took leave of 
Val<^^ > ;’ihc b^ggar I last mentioned, and wenWabout the inns to find 
some^nyeh^hey to go to Toledo. ' v : • 


CHAPTER VII. 

HOW f TURNED PT.AVER, POET, AND GALLANT, THE MISFORTUNES 

' v * That ensued, till i quitted the employment. 

AX ^ inn, I met with a company of strolling players, who were 
going ^tp Toledo, and had three carts. It pleased God that, among 
the gahgfi found one who had been my companion at Alcala, left the 
scho03[, and was turned actor. I told him what a mind I had J&go to** 
Tole^ and he had much ado to know me, the scar across ifiy face 
had sq altered. me, and he could not forbear blessing himself, Standing 
in admiration. In conclusion, for a small spill of money, he was so 
muefi} myfrjtend, as to prevail with the rest to let me gd with them. 

ill higgledy-piggledy, men and women together; and I was 
mightily taken with one of the c^ew, who was the chief dancer, and 
acted tj(e‘.^ifeehs and other great parts in plays, fof she.was a notable 
jilt. .‘ ; S&^'4&^d me whither I was going, and some questions con- 
cerning;^ and circumstances ,* and in condusipq,after much 
tall^i^^ed 'it.to Toledo to act there. 

ourselves by the way the best .^Vphuld ; and I 1 
a piece of a play that I had bpwrajt/a Jpart in when I: 
was^^te^which • I did so well, that they, took a^liking to me; and 
my friend who was- ijti the. .^|mpany, of all my 
iri circumstances, which itnade him ac- 

s^jp. among them ? 

i was then in 

iqy allowance 
They gave me 

two dr get by 'U^rt, ahd some other grave parts, 
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which suited will with my voice. I applied myself to it, and spoke 
.the first prologue in the town, Whei$ ; > W Jbad a simile of, a ship in 
distress, and wanting 1 'called 


JjtJaitilts, and 


them noble audience^b ^| ^^t^R^fe^lbliV^^TO^^i v '^lts.and 
so went off. There Wa$gpa $' cfep^lng'Of- on 

the stage. We act$j ‘ V-P^V* written' 'by tnie :Jk^ r bW'^^fe'^d I 
admired how they 9hbuld come to be poets, for I^thobkBfipS^OjpTged 
only to very learned and ingenious men, and not to ex- 

tremely ignorant But' it is how come to such a pass,. tha£ ey^;head 
of them writes plays, and every actor makes droJJs and farCei /thbugh 
formerly I remember no plays would go down, but what wj^fircriften 
by the ^eatest wits in Spain. In short, the play was actedthe first 
day* and no soul could make anything of it. The second, day we 
beg :n it again, and, as God would have it, there was someivarlike 
exploit to begin with ; and I came oirthe stage in armour, ahtlwith a 
target on my arm, which was a great mercy, or else I had infallibly 
been pelted to de&th with oranges, quinces, and all things that, came 
next to hand. Such a storm of hail was never seen, and the play 
deserved it, for.it represented a king of Normandy in a hermitVhabit, 
without any sense or reason ; had two scoundrel footmen to thake 
sport, and when they came to unravel the plot, there was nothing; but 
marrying of aU ; the company, and there was an ends so that td say 
the truth, we had but what we deserved. • 

By that tinte we had been a month at Toledo, acting several new 
plays, and endeavouring to retrieve our first fault ; I was grown 
famous, andhac} given out that my name was Alonzo, to whtdi the 
generality added die title of the Cruel, because I had acted a[p^rt of 
that nature, to the great liking of the mob and upper gafiefries^ST had 
now got severajiiew suits of clothes, and some heads of othej; IjfroUers 
endeavourcdjtq^nveigle me away from my company ; .but Tpiftended 
to criticise Wfidp plays, and railed at the most celebrate^i^ctors ; 
finding fault ^tji one man’s gestures, censuring anotheris'griiVi^^and 
allowing another tobea tolerable actor. My advice Was; alway|;i^ken 
in contriving tfee^cenes, and adorning the stage^and^h^-pjay 
came to betiff&ed^if was left to me to examine. Be&igC&ic|^ged 
by this applau^rX punched out as a poet in a song, a 

small farce, whidfeas well approved of. Next I ventur|d(;^^p£y ; 
and that it migM jR? ect, made it aO of 

blessed Virgin. had 'fine 1 showsi»ft^ti®p|pi|d, 

and devils appe^^^|ii^h^1^hiw.thea; Whieti 
they appeared, 


and that it mig|tj|&h $1 
blessed Virgin.^Tg^|^^i 
and devils appea^^&^ 
they appeared, 

, was mightily plea^p^^jfc 
courses about his''&||t)i1i|S| 
play was aefed, aqa 
turn my hands to, for all $< 
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have songs on their mistresses’ eyes ; others on their foreheads ; others 
on their r wjb£^ locks. There were set , 

rates more custom, because 

’^s^es ballads, I supplied 

all runneys* Of . and the blind men 

wer^J^ b^pfnen^s r fer tbcyhever aBbWbtt/ ’lesjs .than eighty royals ; 
and ' care that they, should ^ b$fabastic, and stuffed 
wit^^i^g Vj® f d3 ? which neither, they ndr l Understood. I brought 
up npt|y hew fashions in verse, as tailors db in clothes, and was the 
hr^^t" Concluded nr/ songs like sermons, praying for grace in this 
world &nd glory in the next. 

It h^ppenedj’as it frequently does to that sort bf people, that the 
chijfSaf^oqr company being known to have got considerably in delpt at 
ToledoJ'Was- arrested for some old debts, and thrown into goal, winch 
broke'Wp our gang, and everyone went a several way. As for my pari, 
though my comrades would have introduced me into oflier companies, 
having no great inclination to that calling, for I had^ofiowed it out of 
merCjri^cessity, I thought of nothing but taking igijj^jdcasurc, being 
thj?n. well dossed, and in no want of money. I tao&my leave of them 
all |- : fhcy went their 'ways ; and 1, who had proposed to quit an ill 
coqrSc pf lift* by desisting from being a stroller, to, mend the matter, 
drop^d-out of the frying-pan into the fire, for I fell into much worse, 
m^|^}t^my whole business to gallant grates, ind aim at im- 
pos^biiit}es' by courting nuns. The encouragement I. had to commit 
thfsTi^dness, was, that I understood there was a mosjfc charming nun, 
at W&ifc request I had written abundance of little \4evcmt pastorals, 
taken some liking to me on that account, and seeing me 
act $J£p>hn the Evangelist in a holiday spiritual sdrt^lpf play. The 
good iady hcL j made very mu ch of me, and had told me^tbere was nothing 
troubl^d\he^ $<$ much as my being a player ; for, %,^C pretended to 
son of a gentleman of quah^a|^^ierefbre she 
pit^^^add; I at last resolved to send her lines 

’■^^nitfed the company of player Sj , ra|l%]^o comply with 
because it was otherwise cony^^t -for roe to do 
the company in the is solitude. 

I the' more opportunity of be,ih^^|p^; as being abso- 

Let me fcnow bb admittance 

$*** tofcrt §appy, &c." 

// % ^^^|derfully pleased 1 

_ you on 

' inseparable. 

Ydu estate; it 

question whether 
do hot fail to come at 
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even-song, f<A* there at least we shall see one another, and perhaps I 
may find means to put some ^rielfc upop .^dy Ah^ess, Farewell/* 

1 liked the note, for xm t iah ^tK^ndsome, 

After dinner I put the 

stage, went to . to 

examine every inch pf'th^ graie .and veil, before^ if I 
could discover hew length' it pleased God I had 
or rather the devilcont rived me the ^11 luck, that I hear^;;j^^p5% n ; 
I began to cough, ? $be answered* and there was an imitation ^t^colcl , 
or as if the church had been full of lily of ^ie valley,, I^a^uitc 
weary of coughing, when a phthisical old woman appeared a|,, the 
grate, and I discovered my mistake j for this is a very upq^fip sign. 
in a monastery * because as it serves for a sign among, yi^ikgj&zs, \t 
is habitual with old ones, and when a man thinks it a caltto catcli a 
nightingale, he finds nothing but an owl. 1 stayed a lonjgfc^m the 
church, till even-song began, which I heard out, for the admirers of 
nuns have this madness, besides all the rest, that they must play the 
hypocrite, and, pray against tlicir will, besides that theyjfteyer go 
beyond the eve, being ever in expectation, but the day of enjoyrneut 
never comes, v 1 never failed being at even-song, and stretched diit my 
neck a handful Joftger than it was, to endeavour to see into^tte'choir. 
The clerks were my constant companions, and I was well reoeiyeaby the 
priest, who was a pleasant man, and walked as stiff and uprig^t ^S if a 
spti had be®h run through him. 1 went betimes to take my place in a 
court the mms-windows looked into ; it was comical to sce,£h^strangc 
postures of others as mad pretenders as myself. One g^STwithout 
ever so mUch^&wink i n g ; another stood with one hand on lil'sword, 
and his beateon.the other, like a statue upon a, tomb 1 ah#her, with 
his arms stp&ched, out as if he were flying ; some gaping hey 

would have. had ; their hearts fly out of their mouths j ng 

against if; they had been to support g 

as if to be b^ght for their paciig like horses ; and $ leU 

dmx in the^|^Ssjflfis;e falconers bringing the ha^vk. /The 
jealous lover^>^|j^ 5 bine laugh ing in rings, ainiripb^p^^poihers 
reading them. All this wa^sbeiP^S|fetwe 

were; but ab^ ? ^fe§f^efor the nuns was a liftlkbii"l@^^p^ifull 
of cracks, where 
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piece of workmanship, for that is all we .can ever expeej.. It is just 
like falling in love with a blackbird in a; cage, if ever she talks, or with 
a fine picjdr| ^Slh&dpf h' not, C' ; '^fe’j^at^t '^Vour ever to be attained 
is t6. heads against the 

confeejtVithrough those loop- 
holel^pMs. idve;4Vliid^ 3:h : d see^&ndyet for this we study 

to talk fee .^df endure 'eveiy old woman that chides, 

cveiy?^ commands, and 'everyone ’Tot the wheel that 

g i ves;^ffi;&Sw6r 'she pleases, ' . 

I h0|TafldwM fhi:s cniel employment so long, that . I was well looked 
iipoh^l^Smfe-iadir abbess, civilly treated by theigood priest, and a 
famlJjW^i^lhe clerk, for we hide our folly from them, and this is all 
the h^iipesl, such madmen can aspire to. I began to.be weary of 
the 4^*?eepers turning me away, and of the nuns, begging, and ■con- 
sidered!:^^ dear I endeavoured to purchase a place in hell, which 
otheraffeLve ai so easy a rate, and that I even anticipated to take share 
of ittijh^his world, by such extravagant means. It was plain that 1 
rode ppst tp perdition, and threw away my soul for a few looks. 
Wheh f talked to her, for fear of being overheard by the rest, I used 
to thtlist pay head so close to the grate, that the print: of it would not 
coitie^&'Sti: two days, and at the same time spoke so low, that she 
couliff50t‘nnderstand one word without a trumpet at Her ear. Every- 
body'll^ cried, “A curse on thee, thou wicked mm-huntirfg 

dog^ besides many other worse compliments. ‘All “these things 
brou^fit%$ to my senses, and I resolved to quit my nun, and to this 
pu rposp gpt Of her the value of fifty crowns of her work, in silk stock- 
ings/ftfift purses and sweetmeats, pretending to have them raffled for; 
but ^Spph &s I had them in possession, I set out forSevilte, to try my 
fortufe® SfiBto )> as the greater city. The reader may guess how much 
the ntiSj^s concerned, not for me, but of what I cheated her. 


CHAPTER VIII.;; 
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^HIPPING TO 


I? sharp at play, 
i dice, hold four, 
jkndW. howto pack 
of bther fine arts and 



PAUL, THE SPANISH SHARPER . 257 

sleights of hand, which I pass by as tedious, and for fear they might 
rather serve to teach pthers.,e^ji of what 

they are to shun; 'Imf j>ejr^ may be of 

use to such as are read 

my book, if they ^^/ch^t^d^ay', ; thaiilc , 

yourself safe becau^ypti find the! cards, them 

upon you whilst the ' candle ts snjifiing. . Take no 

scratches or other impressions on the cards ; and is a 

poor scoundrel, he must observe, that among that gang'oJ;ra^helIs, 
they prick the cards they would know with a <fin, or fold th^;'tb;teave 
a crease. If you happen to play among a better soft of peb^ie/ take 
heed of cards which are originally falsified, and have priv^tharks on 
the pasteboard. Never trust to a clean card, nor think yot&self safe 
with a foul one, for the cheat is equal in both. I will not letyou 
further into this secret; this is enough to make you aiwaylitapd upon 
your guard ; for you may be assured that I do not tell the hundredth 
part of the cheats. ? ' 

Being master of these arts, I got to Seville, at my fello^t., travellers’ 
expense, winning all the hire of the mules, my other charges and 
money to boot^of them, and my landlords at the inns. J alighted at 
what they call .the Moor’s Inn, where I was found out by one bf my 
schoolfellows at Alcala, whose name was Mata, but he thiiikfag it did 
not make noise enough, changed it to Matorral. He de&tin men’s 
lives, and sold .cuts and slashes, which throve well with lffi* ; he 
carried the j$igh of his trade on his face, where he had received his 
share. He always made his bargain to a nicety for len^h aiid’ depth, 
when he was to bestow any, and said, “No man is so' absolute a 
master, as lie who has been well hacked and hewed himself.^Ahd he 
was in the right, for his face was aJI over seams, and jxe Was f '^down- 
right drunkembUlly, He told me I must go sup with liimc^id his 
comrades, arid they would brir^g me back to the inn, - t with 
him, and wlieh we .were in his lodging, he said, “ Come/spajr^lay by 
your cloak, atid ldok like a man, for this night you shidl.^Sll the 
brave fellows fir Seville ; and that they may not Took upofi as a 
cully, tumble yiprband, thrust out your back, and let your'QoSk: hang 
loose, as if it ^^f c^pping off, for we hate to see any man^t d'Kil’ set 
fast upon his ba^^Wind about your chops, and m#e fac^f l^teoth 
sides of your ! |fi|u talk big, swear, and be I 

learned his 

been a scimitar, wantjed nothing .f 
name. “ 

about the middle 
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their hats stalling, a tiptop on thejr heads, and cocked up, as if the 
brims shop about their 

their right 

mouths, and 

(dipping ■ their:;3^<^ saluted my com- 
pahip^> ^hp^h^ed in, likemanncr, /Tjjey sat'down, and spoke not 
one ^w^rd |b>sk" whp l was ; but one of them looking at Matorral, and 

nnAni&IK'liK' ytitf li!e nn^A* lift ki> nAi*itin<v ma 


opeml^hfe %duth r thrust out his under lip, by wa^ of pointing at me. 
M y^ in the same language, facing hold of his 

ot s aCi| ^MSpf^ing down, after which, they all got lip, embraced, and 
expSf^^a,, great deal bf kindness for me. f retttrned the same com- 
plim^^:.^w^i were like smelling to so many hogsheads of wine. 
WhM^w^ supper time, in came a parcel of strapping scoundrels, to 
wai^4t?faf|l^’ whom the topping bullies called uhder-spur-lcathers. 
We mi sat down together at table, and the first they served, up was a 
dish5pf Rickies, which, as soon as they had tasted, they all fell a drink- 
ing jb^^ay Honour, by way of welcome; and till I saw. them drink it, 
I miist^p^fess I never knew I had any. Next came fi$h and flesh, all 


of itmgh Reasoned, to promote drinking. There was a great bowl full 
of -w^-iike-^ half tub, on the ground, and he that was te pledge lay 
all a|^0tb d^ink by wholesale. I was taken with the., contrivance ; 
but Hy t*ime a few healths had gone about, we none of us knew 
one another, 'They fell to talk of warlike affairs ; oaths flew as thick 
as ina^ter of twenty or thirty persons were eut .out. for destruc- 

tion ^^Hlidst their cups, the mayor of the city was 'adjudged to be cut 
in pi^p^j; theh they reaped up the heroic actions of seyetal famous 
murderers, and drank to the souls pf scmi6' that were 
hangout \fipfoe that were maudlin wept bitterly, caljing^Ot mind the 
unti^fee^cHpf Alonzo Alvarez, one of their brethren, who^ body was 
expo^edip^^ibbet for the crows to feast on. By ^hi^time-my com- 
panioij&^Hms were turned topsy-turvy, and laying^ hoWrbf a loaf, and 
lookiS^^ii^stly On the -candle, he said withaliparse voice : “By 
this^^M^yihe face of God, and by that T%h^j(^ie6i came out of 
. if you think fit, gentlemen, W^wllJ^his very night 
«fen that pursued our poor friend.” 

^smal cry, ratifying th^ prp|wp%l^ade by an oath 
aftgpPy^s^^o.LThey drew their dagg^ J^d[jp|r; hands on the 
r " As we 

catch- 




out a cat efi 


we all went 

>« htfrtttttg. « Bein| quite oVercome with wine', and all my 
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reason drowned, I never, reflected cm th ^danger I was running myself 
into. We came -which no 

souls of two 

to his heels, and ra^|^^js^^ : ciy^ibog <mX not 

pursue because mu$i the start,- the 

cathedral, where >y&^^^.$belWed against justice,'. aM^}CTi^®^uch 
as was requisite; |& |[i|cfiarge the fumes of the wine'jf^^M^Stnk. 
When we came topuKsenses 1 could not but -admire, ffiat^wMich- 
poles should be tailed, by,ahd a constable fly from, a, paftgfi^^tere 
hogsheads of wine, for We; were no better at that time.J 
in our sanctuary, forthe termagant damsels of the towh flo^dd to, 
and spent allj they had upon us. A strapping jade ca}led;<^r|gales, 
took a fancy to,- and elothed me from head to foot, aft^^Ser own 
humour.^I 10;ed- this. sort of living better than any ! h^d^pt^tried, 
and thereloNw resolved to stick to my trusty Grajales 'till de^th. . I 
learnt all the Pant, and in a short time was absolute master^indng the 
ruffians. Th$ pfljfacrs: of justice took all possible pare toolSpirYC Jjs, 
and kept rounds about tlie sanctuary ; yet for all that #e ' ■ our 

rambles abor tpidnight in disguise. Perceiving this. was. a 

tedious busigpl^; and that ill fate pursued me every whefe^t^iu^ it 
made me n^Ver thc wiser to take warning for the future, yet fe#^dmc 
out like obstinate sinner; and therefore, with> of 

Grajales, I^feplyed to go to the West Indies, taking har^pbfewith 
rnc, to, try | could meet with, better fortune in auotfieir^epntry ; 

but it prpv^^wprse, "for they never mend their conditf^|^r|ip(pnly 
change plap^without mending their life and manners. 




ittoutaltiau. 




DOCTOR DON JUAN PEREZ 
DE MONTAL VAN 


Was a native of Madrid, and the son of a bookseller, whose re- 
souiccs, though not great, were sufficient to enable him to give & libel'll 
cduc<4jgn to his son, who eaily discovcied a remarkable attachment 
to lctteis?^Vt the age of seventeen, joung Montalvan h ad already 
composed several comedies, which for some time disputed the popular 
favour and admiration with those of Lope de Vega ; with whom, at 
the same time, he lived on such teims of intimacy, as to bo honoured 
b> that celebrated man with the title of his pupil and his friend In 
one of the fiequent pieces m which his name was extolled m the 
theatres of the court, Montalvan had the misfortune to be ctuelly 
hissed ; and to this disgrace was added the mortifying ridicule heaped 
upon him by the caustic genius of Quevedo, who even published a 
very piquant letter upon the subject. Incited by these sttrictutes at 
once to emulation and levenge, he vindicated his dramatic honour by 
pioducinghis comedy, entitled. No has vuia coma lu honraj and lie 
contrived to have it icpresented on the same day, and at the same 
houi, at both the Madrid theatres ; when, in spite of the exeitions of 
his rivals, of his past condemnation, and the satiric traits of the 
caustic Qdevedo, the authoi had the delight to find that it made its 
way with the public. It leceived the most maiked applause, which 
continued during many nights at both theatres ; where, it is a remark- 
able fact, that It was repeated, with emulative spirit,, for a considerable 
period; an etfremely late occuircnce in the annals of the drama. 
Were such a 1 comedy, indeed, revned at the piescnt period, it could 
not fail, we think, to elicit some portion of the same ^interest and 
applause. 

Notwithstanding^ ofc engagements in the clerical Mon- 

talvan was one' of t fed Most assiduous and sttep^Otf* wcM^tors m 
getting up those intptWi&d far€05 x and th other 

light, and °^ ten cbmpqsijions of ttfe sameda$^t(!whkh the wits 
of that age, and during the "te$?;ciouS eta of JftiM IW, seemed to 
take so -much delight. Indeed, that. monarch Wmsefrjs known not 
* \ 



20j 


urn vnri *i\ 


unficquently to have placed a conspicuous pait in these singular 
diamatic representations* ^Within the precincts of the ro> al palace. 

The well 'known, Quevedp an^M ifafa&n&eet at one pcnod the 
bitterest ri$*a|s*ih the dtep&y of ifee^e petfoimanccs , and 

it sometimes happened that they entered ihto rather close and personal 
controversy/ 

Upon toe occasion, it is related, that the two poets being one day 
m the presence of the kmg, surrounded by a number of courticis, all 
engaged in admiring a picture lepiesentmg a St. Jerome in the act oi 
being scourged by the v ngels, foi the sm of having yielded to the 
perusal Of profane books, the monarch requested Montalvan to make 
some improvised verses on the subject. The complacent poet, dial- 
ing aS promptly as he could upon the lcsources of his wit, forthwith 
uttered the following curious lines : 

I os ingelt*. *i poi fia 
AI iinto i/)U le «1 in 
Poiquf* i ( ictien Icn . •• 

When here* without permitting Ins rival to take bieath, Quevedo in- 
tciiuptcd him, completing for him the quintame in a style highly 
amusing to all but Montalvan 

Cuu pod Jns'niw* in 
Si lcju i i Mo t thin * 


M JM \l \ IN 

W ith pious 7cil t’i# u m Is plied 
1h# 1 1 h on Jei m suik 
Because he would itid lull} 

Quia rno 

\c gods 1 wh tdt rh h 1 the saint died 
What toitiurs sulieied on the rick, 

Had he read I>o loi Ju n’s full> * 


On this teen and sudden stroke at his companion, the monarch 
and his court could not restiain their mirth, which s6 disconcerted the 
unfortunate Montalvan, that it was m vain he attempted to stand on 
the defen^ye^.and resume the subject. Apart, however, from the 
satirical Mlfics of his witty adversary-weapons at which he had 
no equafc&ifts only fair to observe, that Montaivaft fatly assumes 
a high Spanish literature, as a writer of.comedtes and novels. 

Published a volume, toUtled* o Fa - 

t eUgatii&fi and it was tr&Q$ate& plto Ficnch by 
‘ ^ * f t U same work at 

de amo * . Mon- 

, - r ... , „ PufghionO de san Pafttsio; 

“JLoi Elogibi $ Lope de Ifya, 0 Portnmitj* and of two volumes 


In the #-fc 
hulas ith 
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of comedies. He alsQ. pi 
for everybody. " 

same, he was att$ 
his intellects, left 
survived during, s&jjfcp 
fate was sincerely^ 
whose united su® ; 
name with honoui&hie regard to, posterity. 



OF F$rM$SHlP. 


>w »— — 

htleman of Toledo, of the name tif?F^sardo,. having 
If in an adventure which threatened^erious consc- 
Jf^ofttpelledto leave the place of hisl>irth with as much 
"possible. He was proceeding on his Journey, accom- 
*lyby his servant, and had arrived within; a few ’ digues of 
-Valencia, when, on entering a wood, he .suddenly encoun- 
ter^f |j?idy,.who was in the act of descending in the utmost haste from 
het^Q^Mle^Jaher agitation she had neglected to; vdf herself, and 
disc^^ed 3 4 Cpuntenance so lovely, and at the same : tiime so full of 
a*f!la a i#^|tfait the cavalier resolved at once to offer herall the protec- 
tio4ir|fet^|iStance which she might require, and place k-her disposal 
histi^t^iled bourage and his sword. This generous ditemination 
^^fefully acknowledged by the lady, who did riot? ? sjS$ei the sea- 
hfjfi§ Interposition of the stranger. “ Heaven itscStf^AuKfetclaimcd, 


sei 


. combatants, who have arranged tO. tpe^^fhis wood, 

and'^pt^e entered it, as I my.self saw, but a fewjfe^tts since. 

engaged.” As she uttered thefet^M^e rushed 


wj*#$ 
but J 
coulrit 


$,?aridthe Toledan, leaving h& 
followed her footsteps. \ ^ ^ 

^adyanced but a few paces, when riwg Mygjj 
' ^Ysourid of which they redoubled; ' " 

iot ivhere two men were fightu 
forward, exerted himt^j 

measures, 1 

SfS‘ Aii J t^ ^ i* j.^q j a * 


l, servant’s 

C clashing 
and- soon 
^Utmost fury.- 
tie them, in 
succeeded, 
-fired into the 
answered one 
question, and 


^ither. The .lady 
n m objeefeof our love; 
rieturn of affection, nor 
oils pfi our paxj soften the 'austerity of 
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ijftdigerence, I had intended 
" h^s. adopted 



>£Which,” 
l^i had no 
ced to 
i6 other 
$0 this 
ftbation 
ter of 
teir own 
js known 
if on , her 
^pnqueror 


her manner, 
to persist pe< 
another course ^ 
interrupted Do^ 
competitor in 

listen to me 5 •: 

means, to rerhqVei thfr obstacle • to tiesy 
statement, the T^ledandid riot hesitate to exp^ess hil 
of their conduct He represented it as injurious: to v 1 
the lady, whose reputation ought to be dearer to thojbS 
happiness or Jives, but which might be implicated, when , 
throughout'tjie kingdom of Valencia that they 
account. ^Besides,” continued he, ^ what results 
expect from, his victory ? Can he imagine that after hfr hsralriade her 
nanjethe topic of public scandal, she will regard more 

favoufasje eye? Impossible ! Listen to me. I would fhtreat you 
jointly tolhake an effort more worLhy of the n0ble riail#f5?ou bear. 
Restrain your furious passions, and consent to bind by an 

oath to abide by the arrangement which suggests itsfetf 1 see 
a mode by Which youf differences may be adjusted, shcd ' 

ding of btppd. It is this,— let the lady declare thatm^hoicc has 
fallen on one of the two, and let the unsuccessful lover,feridirilcing all 
hostile Jp5sa$ures, take his departure in peace ” " heart,” 

exclaimM pon Alvar, “ I swear by everything that is- saft^d that I 
will confbf iK to your proposal. Only let Donna Roi^|krtake her 
resolution it is to be so, let her prefer my rival to Even 

.. • _..TJ V. .V. ^ q£ 


this misfol’tune would be more tolerable than thy 

airity^ “ And I call Heaven to witness/^saitf ^^j&brique, 

.iltf /\Kiopf ftf oil imr nHnratinn H /VAC nnl* rtrrtii rtJrtW /*ft in m n 


thedear object of all my adoration does not pri 
favour^Wili Banish myself at once from her presence, 


may nbf"-Si 
more”;%> 



prefer,”" 1 


ibid to forget her charms, at least I wfifc? 

^ ° .V * A.* 


Sai d the Toledan, tuming tp^I)< 
"upon you ; with a singt^wbr" 1 ^ 
. jjy&ls£ You have only to name. the 
his constancy.” The Iadyfj 
it,: 1 * stome other mode 




in my 
though I 
te them 


ami to - 
my esteen 
feel any liV 
upon to eric 
to protect 1 
may gfire rise i 
“Madam,” 
evasion ; you mus 




.ndri 




:? Rosaura, 
! " -‘disarm 
~ who is 
should 
Why 
: refuse 
1 do I 
called 
f order 
Tquarrels 

- a." time for 
tyour senti- 
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ments explicijtjy;', e< l ua ^ mer ^> but I 

fed over your 

deny that 

I ^hou^d^yijj: myself with 

being \ biit I' must say, that if I ejdimked, any symptoms 

°^ a consideration of my own situation, and a regard 

for my^^Pg^asf^'tfiat they sprung” ' ; 

The of Don Alvaro Ponce was naturally impetuous, and 

his patiOh^^ihOso words was exhausted. 11 This . i$' top much,” he 
exda ^iW^^'"‘ sincc the declines the ’proposal, and 
>ve ca*i^|j^p^thO' matter peaceably, let the chance of arms decide 
it.” ||®^e,Vhe assumed an offensive altitude, and prepared to 

attaclc hl^ :£ahfny, who, on his part, put himself into a p^-lubn of 
defenc ^^; "?£ . * ** ' <y 

At t^ ^hohstrat i on all the lady's terrors revived ; and influenced 
more these than by any secret partiality, she exclaimed in 

the uti!Q^Vd|hre^ : w Hold your hands, gentlemen ! yOq£ .demand 
shall he‘j^^|hOd with ; since no other method can be found to prevent 
a conilirf^ich SO, immediately affects my reputation, T declare that 
Don F am*|gjie de M en doza is the object of my preference.”, : J$p. sooner 
had sho^Ohppncjed these words, than the disappointed suitpr^darting 
a furiofis-g^n&iit his mistress and his happy rival, ran tp ^p horse, 
which 1 Jtt^d tled to a tree, and disappeared with ou t^iittpnng a 


feel assuj& 

heart-; 

terrojg 

innoc^^S 

being 

ofterrofp 
for myaH 
The^ 
his pati^ 

attach 


which he jmd tied to a tree, and disappeared with ou t^iittpnng a 
syllableM^h jtlbie other hand, the joy of the fortunate JVfendom%as at 
its hei^JS^^'pp' tpast himself at the feet of Donna Rosaura j l^e em- 
braced Ifiy^Jxciedkn again and again ; ‘And could not, find^xfe^sions 


suffic^|^| 
some c^^^ 

superio^S 

the atte^Hw 
but wh&llvel 


fo&to convey the full force of his gratitudejahd^py. 
^i/hpvrever, had somewhat recovp^ jSfer^miiity, 
pSt pon Alvar had departed, she with 

Ipt'she had consented to adimt^tfe.^^Sfies of a 


B honour, .not to. ma^^g|] 




use 

.Cfyhnftyof any woman; 


$/&&& flight have to enjoy such <a triumph, I must 
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candidly confess that itjhas ; so few ; ^M^ for me,,. that I regret 
exceedingly to sec It is 

feel for the 

de Cifuentes, was 

already adyato^^^^S^f 

cumslances, I w^^uch- aiHicted by/his him 

every day. AndivMlie not worthy of regret ? >y c0h^ng®^#V “ he 
in no respect resembled those ill-natured anti jealous^^ffilp^ who 
make their age a plea for watching, either in pers^;"|r^|y ’ .. their 
deputies, every step of a wife who happens to be ypu ng^|3^^ them - 
selves. Th^ copfidedee which he reposed in my ^Jpg^^avc 
been exceeded' by a husband whose youth and p^si^ 
been a guarantee for my fidelity. There were no bounds indul- 
gcncsi^and his bnly study appeared to be to an t i ci pate^^my Svi shes. 
Such wSS^Don Andrea de Cifuentes ; and you wifi readfly^^bftce i ve, 
Don Fabriqfle, that it is not easy to forget a man endowefi ^^.such 
a disposition; His image is ever present to my mind i^sm^ll^annot 
be doubted,' that this circumstance contributes in nosmaft a^ree to 
draw my attention from the efforts which others may ’ attract 
my regard*" ^ 

Unable to, control his feelings, Don Fabrique here interrupted the 
beautiful widow— -“ W ith what delight," he exclaimed , (i do llar from 
your pwn^tii^ithj the admission that the indifference you," b$jsfesho wn 
to my- advances does not arise from any personal d i slihe|; '^^perse- 
vering cbn|tancy will, I trust, at last prove me to be wo^^^3Jf your 
love." *3jshall throw no impediments in the way/* replt^fl^ lady ; 
41 you hayp I^y permission to visit me; nor do I reStrfeyyqvi from 
speaking tq i^ pf your love, and endeavouring to estubiist^J^tQrest 
in my h^^ ^oidd any success attend your efforts,! #fil;-|M®^guise 
my senti§en& ? j /but if, notwithstanding the opporturiit^th|(^pSorded, 
you shpm^^topen to fail in your object, 1 musi^tr^f : you to 
recollect, thSf|t%WiU not be of any conduct of mine tfipl y du?wi}I have 
a right tO P^^laih." ' ■_ \ * ■ . ' r -^;. * 

At theseM^d^ without permitting Dpri F abrique'^u^^llp; reply 
which was h|^t his lipjs, the lady took the hand'-pf^iS^^fflBj-apd 
returned . way " she ; came. v : 

followed 
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and an excellent repast, theij.cori versatipn turned on the object of the 
stranger proposed to make 

f irst vcssel 

cO^Vo Spain*' ^ I taff little in what part 
of tb^wdi^ my unfortunate eareeV^ provided it be far 

enough/ft^ ill-fated land.” “ You surprise"me, 1, returned Don 
calami ty can have excited feelings like these, and 
cause^J^uft^taijhbr tlk great object of oiir natural affection— our 
native" After what I have undergone,” replied the Toledan, 

“ my Jiateful to my sight, and my only desire is to quit it for 

ever.” f ^|^^4^^pat'hy of Don Fabrique was roused by this avowal, 
and oxpt^ id much impatience to be made acquainted with the 
cause tjf hi^ccxmpanion’s grief. “If I cannot soothe. your pangs,” said 
be, * l least, share them with you. At our first interview*, your 

countenance ^prepossessed me in your favour. Your mp^ufers have 
added.to the charm, and I cannot refrain from taking a lively interest 
in cver^. thing that concerns you.” 

“ Th^sentTnients you express,” returned the Toledan, “form the only 
co n sq \$ ic $ I , can now receive. As some acknowledgment of the 
k i n dne^s^ou have shown me, I will, on my part, confess, that when I 
first saw- you in company with Doji Alvara Ponce, I felt a partial 
inclinajioH for you, which I do not recollect to have before experienced 
on niy^tst^meeting with any one, and which made me very uneasy, 
lest pb'tui& Rosaura should prefer your rival to yourself. My joy, 
therefd^tyas great when she determined in your favouri- ' TlTiis first 
impress!^ has been since so fully confirmed, that/ sp : far from 
dcsigning io "conceal my sorrows from you, I promise jnyMf some 
degree j^f pfasure in laying before you all my feelings, My iinhappy 

st °n?i«#j|i|>P n tow. . v‘ 

Juan de Zarata; my family resides ig Toledo, 
where f n^saw the light. In my infancy, I had the-misfortunc to 
lose ^Wmy^m-ents, from whom I inherited a conrider^ble propeity. 
Whet^j^^yriyeijit an age which entitled nietb, the/|fe, salute con- 
trol myself free from and 

suffieie^||S#ldty "to consult only my. own wished? jif/t|^lifisposaI of 
my ,j^^a^||lM^^>yotihg'iady/of great beat^/JmJwhose small 
fortu^^^J^^^^3^h^J^ 0n I Saw fip^ v 0^Ape)s^/^6ur union. 
I n and ; anxk>u$ complete 

-days after 

the 

of my/pi:op'^^/OTf|#bbV ddy id ritfrcwfiihiielf after- the fatigues of 
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the chase. The sight of mv wife inspired him with. a licentious passion. 
This, at least, was my;impvgs^ fully persuaded of 

the fact, when he which 


he had not before' a }b,x IgS'Jw^p^'excur- 
sions, loaded me .af his 

desire to serve 1* •; . •" . ;f " " l?"i± $$$£%$% 

“ I was at first alarthed at these indications, aha resolved; ^return 
with my wife to Toledo, a resolution which my better’ Ctrtainly 
suggested to me. In fact, if I had deprived the Puk^.'pC all ‘Oppor- 
tunities of seeing my wife, I should have escaped all the evil?which 
have fallen upon me j but my confidence revived when 1 re^^fed on 
the virtues of my wife. I flattered myself, too, that a persp^Ayhom I 
had married without a fortune, and whom I had raised froit^Oh^hferior 
station in society, could not possibly repay my benefit? ingra- 
titude. Alas ! little did I know her heart. The two gfe&t vices of 
the sc^ ambition and vanity, exercised their full empire tlijere^ 

“ As soE?&jis the Duke had found an opportunity of appris^pg. her of 
his sentiment^, she seems to have congratulated herself on having made 
so brilliant a conquest. To be worshipped by His Excellence,' was an 
exquisite gratification to her pride. Iicr head was filled with the 
dreams of inflated consequence. She valued herself mote^$f*,d loved 
me less. Nay, all that I had done for her, instead of exciting hyr 


gratitude, now called forth only her contempt. She began to think 
thhf her beauty might have won a worthier husband ; and she did not 
doubt, but that if this distinguished nobleman had seen her before her 
marriage, he would have shared with her his rank and fortune. 
Carried away, by these silly ideas, and influenced by his prodigalprc- 
sents, she abandoned herself to the criminal pursuit of the .Duke. A 
secret cdrrpjpdndence was carried on by them, of which I had hot the 
least suspicion ; but it unfortunately happened that my eyejsrwere at 
length openp^ £o my situation. Returning one day from th|(c)?ase at 
an earlier' .jxqifr than usual, I entered the apartment of my ^ifefjyhen I 
was least* expected. She had just received a letter from her lover, to 
which she wai preparing to reply. Her embarrassment ^ 
appearancO;^aa.,sufficiently evident to fill me with the. r |pre|l^s£ un- 
easiness, anil; seeing the pen in her hand, I desired her^Jjfcjpie sec 
what she h&dteen writing. Her refusal led mfe to eqlfelutejthat I 
was betrayeA^/aiid. i% was only to actual force that I for 

the curiosity.* . In . spite ; o£ ^eVl^p|lS6n, I 

plucked, fre^j vt^^^^V^'but 

Don Juan is absent every and ' why 
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should we not avail ourselves of these opportunities ? Show some 
me 

jbe to Wait long for 

jSwrpowwed ine w&ek^X.' ftftd perused this pro- 
ductip&v.^h^nd was already on my, daggef/ihd the first impulse 
of my ^^was tolay dead at my' feet the faithless woman who had 
dared, tosport with my honour. A moment’s reflection convinced me 
that this wbulilie an imperfect revenge, to the full satisfaction of which 
another^^ctipl was required. I suppressed my rising ,fury ; I as- 
sumed 4 ^Jtjranquil air, and addressed my wife with as little appearance 
of erai$Oi£as possible 4 You have been to blame/ I said, 4 to listen 
for a moment t0 the Duke's solicitations. The splendour of his rank 
ought jfcibfeto.have made any impression on you ; but I am aware that 
youth iSjdawled by these vanities, and that, I trust, is the tyint of 
your Offence. I therefore look upon your indiscretion arrhot unpar- 
donable, provided you listen henceforward to the dictates of your 
duty, and endeavour to prove yourself worthy of my affection, and of 
the lexiity I have now shown to you.’ 

“ With these words I left her apartment, and endeavoured in solitude 
to subdue the violent transports of my passion. If I could not regain 
my peace of mind, 1 at least succeeded in affecting an air of tran- 
quillity for several days, at the end of which I pretended that business 
of importance required iny presence in Toledo. Having informed my 
wife that 1 was under the necessity uf quitting her for some time, and 
besought her to regulate her conduct carefully during my absence, I 
took my departure. - / 


“Iiftte.d, however, of continuing my journey to Toledo^ I took 
advantage of the night to return secretly to my house, vyherel con- 
cealed jnysfclf in the chamber of one of my domestics, in whom I could 
confide^, F;rom this station I could see everybody that .entered the 
house. I fully expected that the Duke would be lnfdriped of my 
departure/and that he would not fail to profit by; $uc&a favourable 
opportupit^/l I then proposed to surprise them together and to enjoy 
a sigh^'Je^enge. It so happened, however, that I was deceived in all 
these ^mijgations; I could not perceive any Indications of the ex- 
pected; pf iny. enemy. Everything, on the cobttary, proceeded 
with th^gp^tes^regularit^ j and when three dayftj^^psed without 
the.lm|M|M ; p( his retainers making their, I began to 

boU^mmmm had broken 

ih^^on^I proceeded To 
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my wife's apartment; I embraced her with transport, assuring her 
that she was fully restored, tQ ipy ^teepa^nd -IjttJ®.' - l. acknowledged 
that I had not been at i ;thit ; ^ni^ST Jjretended, 

that I might prove her hdelity. ; forgive 

me for employing tM§ 5 stratagem, ily’ ; 

I doubted whether'you had strength of mmdi jt<? iblsc 
ideas to which you , had given way; but, find 

that you have seen your error, ahd henceforward we wiEjhope for 
undisturbed tranquillity/ * f , Of 

“These words appeared to affect my wife^who could not -refrain ^ 
from tears. ‘It was an unhappy hour for me, indeed/ she'replied, % 
1 when I gave you the slightest reason to suspect my fidelity. The 
misconduct which so justly raised your displeasure, appears detestable 
in my eyes. The tears I have shed might suffice to wash avfcay the 
traces of iny folly ; but all my sorrow, all my remorse, cannot restore 
me to the place I once held in your heart !* ‘ It is all forgiven/ I 
exclaiml A everything is forgotten ; your sincere repentance makes 
amends for a\! * I was, in fact, much moved by her apparent con- 
trition, and from that moment began to regard her with as much 
affection as formerly. We resumed our u^ual habits of life, and 
enjoyed again the happiness which had been so cruelly disturbed. It 
seemed indeed to be my wife's wish to efface every vestige of doubt 
from my mind; and she took more pains lo please me than she had 
ever done before. Her aficction displayed itself with increased 
vivacity, and I almost congratulated myself on the misunderstanding 
which had produced such pleasing results. •• 

“ At this period I was attacked by a distemper, which, though not 
very formidable, alarmed my wife much. Von can hardly conceive 
the terror she displayed. She spent the whole day in my chamber, 
and though l slept in a separate apartment, she insisted on coming 
two or three times in the course of the night, to learn in person how I 
was going on. With the most’ earnest attention she anticipated all 
my wants. ; Qjfe would have thought her existence had depended on 
mine. For 'my part, I was so struck with the marks of tenderness 
which she lavished, on me, that I was never weary of assuring her how 
sensible I was qf her cares. It will soon appear what sincerity there 
was in aU this display. ; 

“ My health was t noy pretty well re-established, when pbe night I 
was awakened t>y my .valet* who seemed much agitated. * I ^jjoVry, 
Sir/ he said, r tjj jfijfetjvpt* your repose ; but I think it to 

conceal a fact thy knowledge* Thep^kS r ^^aJcera 

is^it this moment w^yd^r ,'-v \ O; 

“ This at 

my valet f«r some V The 

more 1 reflected on the account be to 
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credit it. * It is utterly impossible/ 1 cried, ‘that my wife can be 
guilty of such mo^ you say.' My 

valet faqts, and that he had 

not ^a^iu^Mgted that, since my 

- into my wife’s 

concealed liimsdf f6? ihegtu^^se of ascertaining 
the fieliald.obtaitied but too certain t&idehc^ qf my dishonour. 

“ I ^>rung?from my bed like a madman, seized my sword, and rushed 
to my Wi^i^iqpartment, followed by my servant. The Duke was in 
fact th^te/and rising from the bed, as we approached, he seized a 
pistol^ ^yanced towards me, and fired. In his hurry and confusion 
he rtds^d'bfa.aim ; and in another moment I sprung upon him, and 
plunjged in^ >word into his heart. I then turned to, my wife, who lay 
more- de^ ihan alive. ‘Infamous wretch ! 9 I exclaimed, ‘take the 
rewafd tliy treachery deserves !’ and with these words, I buried in her 
bosbni the^weapon still recking with the blood of her admirer. 

“ I am far from justifying my violence, Don Fabrique ; ;?.r.d 1 must 
confers,' that I might have sufficiently punished that unhappy woman, 
without having her blood upon my hands ; but what mart can, under 
such Circumstances, continue master of his reason ? Recollect all the 
attentloqsshe had bestowed on me during my illness ; all the exagge- 
rated ilefiibrtstrat ions of affection ; all the enormity of her treachery 
and .deceit ; and then say if a husband, animated with such jiiist 
indignation, is not worthy, at least, of pardon. ; < 

“A few words more will complete this tragic story., When I had 
satiated my revenge, I was well aware that I had no time to, lose. I 


knew that the family of the Duke would pursue me, wherever I might 
be ia.Spain ; and that as the influence I could e&iert Was very far 
inferibr to theirs, I could only find safety in a foreign JaiidJ Before 
daybreak, 1 left my house, attended- only by my valet, ; t$kipg with^e 
two ofiny best horses, ancl all the money and jewels F66t|ld collect. 
I tooic;'lh^ iroad to Valencia, with the design of embarking Jn the first 
vessed lySich might sail for Italy. I have only further^say, that as 
I wa*’ passing near the wood where you were, I met : l>oiIpa Rosaura, 
and . with' her request, followed her, and/^S|Wted her in 

putt^i^tbp to your combat.” . / 3'Cy 

qledan had finished his story, Don Fabriqtie. assured him 
thafefiej^^ahsep-a just revenge upon the Dukje <1^ “ Dismiss 


wSsfo said he, “ as to, any pursuit yi 


relations may 


oppotnf 

y M 

the tioti 

DoS? 
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accepted the asylum which had so opportunely presented itself. They 
frequently went in Rpsaura, by whom 

the assiduous the same 

indifference* 

complained to by re- 
presenting to h^vt1i|'t 1 the Tbost\ ihsi^sxldle^ con- 
tinued marks of i that' it was a with 

patience for this 'favourable chaftge ; that he hd^dbi^^^^evere, 
and, sooner or liiterybis mistress would reward his :cqr»^^pfiy. , Such 
topics as these, though well supported by tl>e lessons oiK^itj^ncnce, 
could convey no confidence to the apprehensive lover V be;de£paired 
of ever being, able to touch the heart of the lovelywidow,' dSi this fear 
threw him into a state of languor and despondency, whte&’ekcited the 
pity of Don -Jtmn. The latter, however, soon became, . object of 
much greater commiseration. \'i> ^ 

Notwithstanding the very sufficient reasons which thisf gentleman 
had to jjny the fair sex in eternal odium, after the notable treachery 
he had experienced, he could not protect his heart agaihst the charms 
of Donna Rosaura. At the same time, he was far from abandoning 
himself to a passion so injurious to the duty fie owed his frigid ; he 
contended Rigorously against it, and feeling assured that hp^cpfild only 
overcofrie its by absenting himself from the object which hadekeited it, 
he resolved to see that lady no more. Conformably with this determi- 
nation, lie always excused himself from accompanying his friend in his 
frequent visits to her house. On those occasions the lady i^marked 
his absence, and never failed to inquire jjhy Don Juan had eeased to 
visit her.' At length, when she was one day urging her - customary 
inquiries, Don Fabrique informed her, with, a smile, that his^ friend had 
his own reasons for his conduct. “ Reasons for avoiding me ! " 
exclaimed tfie iady, “ and what can they be?” “ Madqni^ replied 
Mendozaf ^ wjien I urged him to accompany me to-day*, aba! showed 
some surprise at his refusal, he informed me in confidepCi&^and to 
explain W. conduct I must make the same communicatipil. fo you — 
that he ha^ fotined a tender attachment, and that the $h(St;§jay he is 
making in -thfe city renders every moment of c’6nsequei^; r tb him.” 
‘‘This is unsatisfactory reason” replied thelwidp^^ith a 

heightened fcdmplexioh. u Because he is a lover, is lie to bO'|fetmitted 
to forsake ” .Don Fabrique remarked the Ti^bg^pur of 

his mistress^^freai^b^ed it simply to her wqan4e^ |^^p&ima- 
gined that herself negle^t^t^^^^p'ed her 




^fulness, 
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whicli might have baffled the penetration of Mendoza, even if he had 
not been,, as. he m whoU^^withput , 

Kkc:i^e^p^m $hMA h^g^k^^^ndoncd herself to 
a train the first time all 

the Juan, and 

more OStuse tp complain pfh winsensibil ity than 
was re^f^^'oase/ site could not suppress a^igh^ - il What unjust and 
barbar6^s j>ower^ said she, delights in exciting love; which cannot be 
returned?,! am" indifferent to Don Fabriquc, who adores me, and 
Don Juan>;tQ whom my heart inclines but too strongly, has attached 
himself ; .t#p another. Ah, Mendoza I reproach me no longer for my 
coldne^|^tbou art amply revenged by thy friend l ” 

Thjif inijjgled pang of grief and jealousy found some relief in a 
show^r;^f t^ats ^ but hope, which seldom fails to mitigate the lover’s 
pain, s^pjqSJegan to present brighter prospects to her view. She con- 
jectured; that her rival might perhaps not be very formidable ^thai 
Don Juari had probably yielded less to her charms than to her com- 
plaisaqcej' and that su<fh feeble bonds might not bp ve^ difficult to 
break, dsunder. To qhablc herself to form some opinion on this 
subject, she resolved to have an interview with him, and conveyed to 
him ait Intimation of her wishes. Don Juan obeyed the summons, 
and when they were alone, the lady commenced her investigation. 

“ I could not readily have believed” said she, “ that love could make 
any cavailier forget what he owes to the fair sex ? yet they tell me, Don 
Juan, that you have yielded up jour heart, and that for this reason you 
have withdrawn from my so iety. I think 1 have grounds for com- 
plaining pfcyour conduct ; yet l cannot believe that in taking this step 
you have acted without compulsion. Confess at once that yotir mistress 
has forbidden you to see me ; that may be some excuse. J know very 
well that; lovers are not masters of their own actions* aiitj^hat they 
dare not disobey the commands of their mistresses/’* ■*. \ ; * * 

“ Mad^inAflUtswered the Toledan, “ I candidly own that ;ypu have 
reason to^sufprised at my conduct, but I must beseech ibii not to 
call upeu^ffio to justify it. Be satisfied when I inform you that I have 
substani'mjl^ounds for what I have done.” “Wh^tev^ these may 
be,” reph^tlip lady,\vith emotion, “I insist upWf yout. explaining 
yourse%luH 3 ^;,/j < Well, Madam,” rejoined Don J^n^you shall be 
obey pd,} hot throw the blame on me, thus made 

acquaij 5 ^^ra moSre v thaji you would wish to toip^'-VS v : ' 

“ Yoi<JS^^rd ftom-Dpn Fabrique the trans- 

my heart 

tamed turn ever 
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did before, without being vanquished $ 1 even saw you again and 
again with impiuut# ;L since atoned for my 

obtained a coraji^l^^ the 

most intense pas^ton^hat you-hre capamcdf inspaf^^ ' Y^ how know 
why I have shuhd^ydu^Tbe amour in which I Va^%i4^^ engaged 
is wholly imaginary. 1 suggested this, as a tohd^^ti^^fftmunica- 
tion, to Don Fabrrque, that I might not, by my' Continue^ tefusal to 
visit you, excite m him any suspicion of the real caused 

This information, which was wholly unexpmed by Donft& Itosaura, 
delighted her so much, that she could not disguise her feej^s. In- 
deed, she did not exert herself greatly to repress them, apdrinste i of 
.assuming a severe air, she cast a tender glance on the ’fciedan, and 
replied : “ Weli,Don Juan, since you have unbosomed yqu^j&lf to me, 
I will be as sincere with you. Listen to me. ; 

“ Utterly indifferent to the attentions of Don Alvaro PoijCe, and 
little regarding the attachment of Mendoza, my time was passing 
pleasantly a Ad tranquilly away, when we chanced to meet for] the first 
time on that unhappy day. Notwithstanding my agitation at the 
moment, my attention was attracted by the grace with which yottr ser- 
vices were proffered ; and the manner in which you separated, the two 
incensed rivals, gave me a high opinion of your courage and address. 
The expedient which you suggested for the termination pf their 
dispute, displeased me. I could not, without much pain, comedo the 
resolution of deciding in favour of one or the other. To teU you the 
plain truth, I believe that some part of my repugnance mightbe attri- 
buted to yourself ; for at the very moment, wlit.i yielding to necessity, 


my tongue pronounced in favour of Don Fabrique, 1 felt my heart 
give it$y$ufiVagc to the stranger. Since that day, which, after the 
avowal you have made, I will call a happy one, the know^^dof your 
merit has added loathe partiality I then conceived for ydu? 

“ You-see, 41 she continued, “ that 1 do not affect to conceal ing senti- 
ments. /bjfcyii 3ge them to you with the same frank jrfn££rity that 
actuated tne When 1 told Mendoza he had , no place In tpy ^fections. 
A woman- who JKa$ the misfortune to entertain a passion for a person 
who can mvet retur n It, has good reason for putting ’a k $frdtfg con- 
straint upont hetielf, and punishing her weakness by 'at^lQ^f^psing 
on it an eten^ft^enefc ; but it appears to me that 
hesitation, di$cjq$e ah innocent attachment to a man 
are Relighted to hcaryc^^ij^^^flovc, 


of Don Juan 

with which she belieVed hC was 3 


is.bi \h i^^ad of t^biting 
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ny symptoms of pleasure at the information he had received, he 



surely h|^# ebedif ed You are silent, you are>sad; ^jrour ej'es betray 
your JTjeiantJ^iy* Ah, Don Juan, what an unexpected effect has my 
weak confession produced < 

w What other.effect, Madam,” replied the Toledan, gloomily, St could 
it pos4% lprpduce upon a heart like mine ? The more you demon- 
strate tRjjt partiality you have conceived for me, the more miserable I 
becom^; Youlcnow as well as I, all that Mendoza has done for me. 
You arp aware of the intimate friendship which unites, us. Can I 
build my h^ppiness upon the ruin of his dearest hopes ?** 

“ As^tb that,” replied the lady, “ you are much too scrupulous. I 
have premised nothing to Don Fabriquc. I am at liberty to bestow 
my hand upon you without incurring his just reproach, *nd you may 
receive it without subjecting yourself to the imputation of having 
stolen it from him. The idea of your friend's unhappiness must 
unquestionably give you some pain, but is that consideration of 
sufficient weight, Don Juan, to counterbalance the happiness whiJi 
is bdhitf us?” 

“ It. is,- Madam,” lcplicd the Toledan, with a firm voice, “A 
friend like Mendoza has greater power over my feelings Ilian you 
imagine. • If you could possibly estimate all the tenderness,. all the 
force of our friendship, how u nnhy would you find me of your pity ! 
Nothing that concerns Don Fabriquc is concealed from. me ; my 
interests f and * his are the same. The slightest matter xn^lvhich 1 
am interested cannot escape his attention; and to siy s®. iff one 
word, I ijtvfie’his Heart with you. Alas, to have enable<|the to reap 
the benefiff Of your kindness, I ought to have been^ of * ls 
e.\istenq^;hefore l, had formed so firm and iff timatef W;|Hendship. 
Knraptht^; with the honour of pleasing you, ,1 should "then have 
regard^^^dpka only as a rival. My heart, pufupbn its guard 
againit ^hS -appVoaches of his partiality, would have 7 no return 


eyes, 



gratitude 




pyonna ftosaura’s 
his gesture deeply 
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affected the Toledan, whose finpness began, tv) give way ; he could 
no longer answer far; h^ ; , hjadam,” he con- 
tinued, in a ^tist fly from 

your presence' if p^e^rv<£?' ' bear 
your tears ; talso 

an eternal leavc^f^^ouj 1 ' in& w.ccp' bvei* fhe\l6ssl^ ^B&^'.cWrus 
which I am bound, to' offer up at. the shrine of ati' ih^drabl^fricnd • 
■ s hip. ,> He thefcexerted the little firmness which h^ yet^^ssed, 
and hastily withdrew. yW 

The widow of Cifuentcs, after Ills departure, was agitstt^t fey a 
thousand confused . sensations. Amongst these predbmih^ct - the 
shame of haying declared her sentiments to a man Wfio Jiftif been, 
able to throw off; her charms. She could not, however, Sopfet that 
ho was strongly attached to her, and that a regard for ^is friends’ 
interest had alone induced him to reject the hand she had offered. 
She T&as reasonable enough to admire so singular an effort qf friend- 
ship, instead of being offended at it. Nevertheless, under tliC influ- 
ence of the Aortilication which always attends the frusiratfbii'pf our 
favourite designs, she resolved to set off the next morning &r the 
country, in order to soothe her grief, or, it might * rather belsaid, to 
augment it \ .since solitude is better adapted to reinforce, than to 
diminish, the violence of love. 1 - , . 

Don Juan, on his part, not having met with Mendoza; on his re- 
turn home, shut himself up in his apartment, and gave .himself tip to 
his grief. After the effort he had made for the sake of his friend, he 
thought Kc.. might at least be allowed to breath a sigh without re- 
proach.' "Don Fabrique, who shortly after rctulaed, ihteiwpttcd his 
meditations^ and apprehending from his appearance tbit he was 
unwell; exhibited so much anxiety, that Don Juan was Obliged 
to relicv^himV by assuring him that he stood in necd onjy d? fcepose. 
On this rj^esintation, Mendoza withdrew, that his fri^d retire 
to rest, ftt^witli so dejected an air, that the Toledan fdf'ftlR more 
acutely lii$-yety unfortunate position. “ Good heavens--! vylj^khould 
the tendere^t of friendships be thus converted ih£o the ? ^atest 
affliction ofy nty life?^ was the reflection that pa$sed:thi6>u0 his 
mind. ' V 

On thc fdnflwtjfg: day, Don Fahrique had pot yet ri^eit, wjtei&ie: was 
infarmed'tbfft : Dd^fid^bsairra had departed with all her'^S||h^imcn t 
for her Rjeal, where It }yould-^^pi|jR "she 

i n tended^ 

mg his friend, 1 as well ' ^^^^^^onvCrsc 
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with him on the subject 0 £ his alarm. But as he was on the point 1 
leaving his chamber, of Don Juai 

who cgin&td that his healt 
was^cs^g^^iStoreci.'^ 1 Mendoza, «i 

some, me for the unpte^hnt intelligence tha 

I hayp > The.Tole^ him fo^explain himself 

and JPiJn Fabrique, after his domostics had left the ropm, proceeded 
44 Dohna Rosaiira has set off this morning for thecouhtry, where sh< 
is expected tq remain some time. This departure surprises me. Wh} 
lias it been cpnceajcd ffcm me?-- what think you, Dqp. Juan, have 1 
not reason tp be alarmed ? * 

But.^lion juan took care not to acquaint Mendoza with his rea] 
opinion on this affair, endeavouring, on the contrary, to persuade him 
that ponna Rosaura might be allowed to visit the - country, without 
giving; hub cause for unhappiness. Mendoza, however, was not to be 
so amused, and interrupted his arguments, which he treated' very 
lightly, All this talk,” said he, 44 cannot dispel the suspicions which 
agitato me. It is possible that I may unconsciously have done some- 
thing which has offended Donna Rosaura, and to punish me, she may 
have Quilted me without condescending even to explain the nature of 
my cnttie. However this may be, I am determined; to remain no 
longOt in suspense. Come, my friend, let us follow her. ,1 will give 
order* ip have our horses m readiness.’* u My advice, w replied the 
Toledan, “ is. to take no person with yon. There ought to be no 
witnesses of such an explanation.® 44 Your presence cannot be objected 
to,* said Don Fabrique ; 44 Donna Rosaura is well aware that yoii are 


informed of all that passes in my breast. She has a; regard for you, 
and far from causing me any embarrassment, you wilF be of great 
service’ io me in effecting a reconciliation." Don Juan still; persisted 
in his refusal— r 4t My presence, Don Fabrique," he urged* “cannot 
possibjy be of any use. I beseech you to depart atong£\* My dear 
1'riendifc *q5WCr$dt Don Fabrique, with equal obstina^^jfre will go 
togeri^eb^bl piust rely upon your friendship to indulge tne in this.’* 
44 T bis ^;|oymr%ht tyranny,” exclaimed the Toledan^with an air of 


do you exact from my friendship a; cb?tcession which 


THa^h^M^ier in which Don Juan uttered thesefwords, and the 
words' ^®^ely^Which Don Fabrique could nQtviinIJerstand, filled 
him.jjIS^tME^itt.. He. fixed his M^es. wlfop^Stne upon his 


frien 4t^ 
1 havfctusl 




Of the words 
ested itself to 
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you ; but since you have yourself comj^edme to disclose it, I will no 
longer make a *%I .friend, to think 

the uniformity : it is, 

have not ^ 

" Is il possible yoii can be my rival ? * exclaimed i>W^b^ue ; turn- 
ing pale as be spoke. ' * As soon as I perceived hi^att^iu^ht,” pro- 
ceeded Don Juan*“I struggled to repress it. I ebbst^Q^ A ivoided 
Donna Rosaura f as you well know. You have even; repteaejed me 
with my obstinacy in that respect. I at least obtained t)iO$Victory 
over my passion, if I could not wholly destroy it. Yesterday ^however, 
the lady intimated to me that she wished to see me at ber owit bouse. 
I waited upoti her ; she inquired why 1 appeared to avoid, her with 
such care? t alleged some fictitious excuses, which she rejected: At 
length I was compelled to acknowledge the real cause; and. bn making 
this TTecla ration, I expected that she would approve the resolution I hacl 
made to fly from her presence ; but, such is my singular destiny -f^how 
shall I explaih it to you, and yet, Mendoza, you must be tpld^r-that I 
found Donna-Kqsaura entertained a preference for mcl 1 ' , 

No man possessed a more rational mind, or milder manners, than 
Don Fabrique ; but at these words he gave way to an impulsebf fury, 
and indignantly interrupted his friend — u Stop, Don Juan,” lie; cried, 
41 stab me at once, rather than proceed with this fatal narrative. Not 
content with avowing yourself my rival, you even tell me. that you are 
successful in’ your love ! Good heavens ! to dare to make a con- 


fidential disclosure like this to me ! This is too fyide a trial of our 
friendship^Our friendship ! It exists no longer. It ceased from the 
time whbi^ you conceived the perfidious sentiments you have now de- 
clared. . Y^haVan error was mine! Generous, magnanimous as 1 
thoughf ybti, you hesitate not to nourish an affection whfeh i| .incon- 
s istenrwi^)^;bai5piness. You are a false friend* Thi.$ bfieXp^cted 
blow ovfeSihcliSii me : its force is aggravated by the hai)d : whic|i ^eal s 
it.” “Do* hip /more justice,” interrupted . the T oledab, $n Ijwivturn, 
“ than to thipkand speak of me thus. Be patient fop a-fe^;^bi|eht5. 
Whatever rim, I am not a treacherous friend. Listen tO %i^and 
you will sodn tegret that you have applied that odiousj to 

He then hi^ all that had passed of 

Don Ahdred^ 




felt his indignation/ 

Juan, 4 ‘ friendship obtained' ! 
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uflcrctl heart of Donna Rosaura. She wept. I saw her tears, and 
heaven can witness the aj^ohy J: endured I cannot yet, 

without reflect npQ^jBfe I was exposed. I 

bcganlfc^^ 't'bp and for a few 

rnyfidelitySo^^fWa^SJ^^r But I did not 
give tn^M' up to this 1 weakriess,ahd, by a sudflen departure, I re- 
leased; itself from that, dangerous* Araldorh. "It is hot enough, how- 
ever, thkt T hkire hitherto escaped without dishonour, 1 must provide 
against tiife future. ; I will remain here no longer, nor again expose 
myselft to * tW*glancds of Donna Rosaura. Will Don Fabrique. 
after tids^cxplanation, persist in charging me with ingratitude and 

‘‘'Nh^ffeplledi Mendoza, embracing him with warnith ; “ No! I 
cstcehvyou wholly blameless. I now see the whole affair in a proper 
light. *^Pdrdon those unjust reproaches which you must ascribe to the. 
frenzy of a lover, from whom all his hopes are torn at once. -Alas ! 
liow could I believe that Donna Rosaura would see you often without 
loving you — without feeling the force of those attractions, which have 
acquired jsiich influence over me. But you are a faithful friend. I 
impute all my unhappiness to my evil fortune alone ; and so far from 
hatldg you as its cause, I feel more strongly attached to you than ever. 
Is it possible, that for my sake you renounce the possession of Donna 
Rosaura? Can you make this great sacrifice to our friendship, and 
shalf 1 not be deeply sensible of its value ?— Can you vanquish your 
passion, and shall I not make an effort to subdue mine ? 'I ought not 
to yield" to you in generosity. Follow, my dear friend, th$ inclination 
of your heart. Marry the widow of Cifuentcs. My heart may mourn 
in secret; but it shall not prevent me from contributing to make you 
happy.- V- ;• • r ' - 

these terms,” replied Zarata; “my pas$ioh .fdr her, I 
cort^sM/^iblen^ but I value your repose more than m^pwh’ gratifi- 
cation^^ Mid 'ought the repose of Donna Rosaura, u hn$wercd Don 
Fab|lp^;id he a matter of indifference to you? ; Thd Motion she 
enter ^x^lpr^u has deckled my fate. I should be Jlt\no respect 
be^j^^lf^pu’-shbuld absent yourself from her, and m^ome distant 
land^^^'lt%lsetablc existence, with the in^ndoAntimrren dering 

■ Ifl have hitherto; please her, 

I I am.' never 1 destined 'to 'SJl^edL; vHeaven has 

moment 

' ^6^' t nne >rith equal 
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warmth, but neither of the friends consenting tp avail himsell of tlic 
generosity of fp^gqme daysin a state of 

painful sospcnscOM^^ ; they 

no longer yentur«C^W%£^»#if Y ° f 

Valencia, friendship s^ thus effecting a 

was governing elsewherc with despotic sway' ‘;/i|i^^-ifjfi«^h4edto 
take a full revenge, would permit ncj opposition to his 

Withdrawn to her country seat at Villa Real, situated nefi|r $ne sea, 
Donna Rosaura abandoned herself to her son*owful and te^.e| ^flec- 
tions. All her thoughts were devoted to Don Jifan, and sfie ; <50«linot 
prevail on herself to abandon all hope, although, after sb'-^^rkable 
a demonstration of the strength of his friendship for. Dbit F a^t4 uc > 
there appeared little reason to encourage such an expectation, /. 

One evening* about sunset, whilst she was enjoying on the sea shore 
the coolness of the breeze, in company with one of her women, her 
attention was attracted by a small boat which had just reached the 
land. It carried seven or eight men, of a very suspicious appearance, 
whom, after surveying them more narrowly, and scrutinising them 
with some curiosity, she concluded to he masked. This was, in, fact, 
the case, apeb they were moreover completely armed. She felt 
alarm at this sight, and anticipating nothing good from their vl^t to 
these shores,' she immediately turned, and hastened to regain ‘her 
home. She occasionally looked behind her as she went, and observ- 
ing that the crew had landed, and were- beginning to follow her, she 
began to run as fast as possible ; but as she by no means rivalled 
Aialanta in this exercise, and as the masked pursuers were active and 
strong, she. was overtaken and stopped by them, just as she had 
reached herown door. 

The cri^rof the lady and her attendant soon drew together sptoe of 
the servhnt&j who spread a general alarm; and all thp v iretipue of 
Donna Ko^frra ran to the scene of action, having arqyed ^hem- 
selves in tffif best way they could, some with pitchfbrkgjap^^ome 
with club$, ^;Tn the mean time, two of the most robust of the fC^uiers 
had laid hWrtdsupon. the mistress and her maid, and all 

their resistpnqer Carried them towards the skiff ; while 
of the band; made head against the people of Donna by, 

whom they yreirq tJpW vigorously attacked. The confUc^'l^pgi Some 
time ; but the |a^^ifers.at length succeeded in of 

their ^euterpi'^^^^j^^ined .their vessel, flghting''a$^tj^^^^ed. 

barked, |vlic^ 
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These were no other than Don Fabriqye and his friend Don Juan. 
The former bad that rooming received a let terraforming him that it had 
been that lion Aiv^ island of Majorca, 

wher^jjifctj^d ^hipped a small vw sel, and engaged the services of a 
band : inf^f|peradoes f by whose assistance he proposed to carry oft 
DonjitfiK6sku»a, when she should "afford ah opportunity by visiting 
her country seat. Acting upon tjiis information, Don Juan and him- 
selfy Nyith their attendants, left Valencia without loss of time, for the 
purpose ’of putting the lady on her guard against the meditated 
abduction. While ydi at some distance, they had observed a crowd 
of persons' assembled on the shore, who seemed to be in a state of 
conflict ; and suspecting that this tumult might turn out to be the 
realization of their fears, they had urged their horses to their utmost 
speed, to baffle, if possible, the project of Don Alvaro. Notwith- 
standing all their exertion, however, they arrived only in time t£_ 
witftess the very catastrophe which it had been their object to 
prevent. 

Frond of tin* success of his expedition, Don Alvatfb Ponce in the 
mean time pushed from the shore with his beautiful prize, and directed 
the course of his skiff towards a small armed vessel which was stand- 
ing out at sea, awaiting thou* return. Never was any grief more 
heartfelt and impassioned than that of Mendoza and Don Juan ; they 
loaded Don Alvaro with execrations, and made all the shore resound 


witli complaints, equally affecting and useless. The example set by 
the masters was not lost upon the attendants and the household of 
the injured lady, who showed no disposition to economise their 
lamentations ; that luckless coast seemed to have becqme the haunt 
of fury, desolation, and despair. It maybe questioned whether the 
court of Sparta exhibited such symptoms of consternation, when it 


was ’first discovered that the fair Helen had eloped wjtb her gallant 
Phrygian guest. * * 

Altho|gti_.the servants of Donna Rosauva had not‘l>een able to 
preveht^he outrage upon their lady, they had at lcasfsjtown great 
cour#^J& opposing it ; and some of the people of Ddh AJ varo Ponce 
the effects of their zeal. One. of thcM^h* particular, 
severe a wound, as to be following 

his who, on tlteir retreat, left him Stretch|4^>p the ground 

w ith^^;^J^ 4 rAnce of life. This man was reeqgqji^ed as having 
Alvaro, and he was 

although 

* L " ^ attended to, and 

TO if he would discover 




■ that- he \ 




rur rrsr oj-' MUExnsinr. 




the place to which it was his employer’s intention to carry Donna 

Although there was, "henefi t of 
these indulgences, he not. the less i nilu 3E ollc c te<l 
the little strength he" Had left, and in a <|<^^.TOed ; ^thc 

intelligence which hafrbeca transmitted to Don Fabriq^^:;:^ this he 
edded, that Don Alvaro designed to conduct the lady 
i-.b.nd of Sardinia, where he had a relation posseSs^Mvjtd^icnt 
authority to ensure him a safe asylum. ^'f: \Z:' 

This communication somewhat alleviated the despair of T ab- 

rique and his friend. They left the wounded man in the house of 
Donna Rosaura, where he soon after died, and returned to Valencia 
to consider the steps which they ought to take ; nor were they long in 
coming to the resolution to pursue their common enemy, and attack 
him in his chosen retreat. They soon after embarked together at 
Denial vithout attendants, and sailed for Port Mahon, in the 


expectation of there finding an opportunity to proceed to Sardinia, 
Id fact, they had no sooner reached Port Mahon, than they found a 
vessel about to weigh anchor for Cagliari, in which they immediately 
secured their passage. 

They set sail with a very favourable bteeze ; but when they had 
proceeded .a* few leagues on their voyage, they were becalmed, and the 
wind having changed in the night, they were obliged to tack, in the 
hope of its moving into a more friendly quarter. In this manner they 
sailed on for three days; on the fourth, early in the afternoon, they 
discovered n vessel/ which approached in full sail. They at. first 
supposed- it to be a merchant-vessel, but seeing that it approached 
almost within cannon-shot without hoisting colours, they no longer 
had any doubt that it was a corsair, in which opinion they were not 


mistaken. ‘‘/It ms , a pirate vessel, belonging to Tunis, At first the 
infidels imagined that their intended prey would surrender Without a 
struggle ; butwhen they saw the cannon pointed, and evety prepara- 
tion made for jbattle, they concluded that they had a serious business 
on hand. They furled their sails, and cleared their deckforaCtipjn 
The battio/.begau wth a brisk cannonade, in which the Chnsikps 
seemed to havethe advantage, till an Algerine ship, larger Sji&jb^fer 
armed than eithcr of the combatants, made her appearui^ and 
approaching tfcfe Spanish vessel in full sail, placedher l^tVeeMitwp 


fires. At this fttack, the crew of the latte*.l$it^ 

and not venlurii^tO;^tini«; so uriequaI a contest. cease<|3 
The Algerine then feafortf tll^, hytheniouth of 




Th^ Algerine 


as useless, the Christinas iMf * 
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abandoned themselves to all the grief which the prospect of shivery 
«““* apprehend- 
mg dmyr&w$ conquerors, 

10 his xrew into a 

On the other 

hahd^^o ikifter ^cspatchecl a party of his cretV^baard the Spanish 
vejfcgpor^in other words to lyllage it thoroughly. The Tunisian 
cor&fif sliowed no Icsg alacrity in pursuing the same course, so that 
the 5^Ssen|:e!:s in this unlucky vessel were disarmed and stripped in a 
mohtChtZ 'Tliey wert then removed into the Algdrifte ship, where they 
wcte dividVd by lot between the two conquerors. 

ft ’Would have been some consolation to Mendoza and his friend, if 
fortahe had delivered them into the hands of the same master. The 
weigMc# tlieir chains would have been more endurable, if they could 
havel)orne them together. Hut, as if they were doomed to all t he 
aggravation of which their condition was susceptible, Don 3*refrriqtie 
became the slave of the Tunisian rover, and Don Juan fell to the share 
of the Algerine. It would be difficult to describe thedespair of these 
friends, when they were compelled to part. They threw themselves at 
the feet of the pirates, conjuring them not to tear them asunder. But 
these Turks, whose baibarian cruelty was proof agaiiiSt the most 
affecting scenes, were not to be persuaded. On the contrary, as they 
hadLtcason to believe these two captives were persotis df .some con- 
sequence, and might pay a considerable ransom, they resolved that 
one should be assigned to each of the victors. ■' 1 ' 


The unfortunate cavaliers, perceiving that they were endeavouring 
to make an impression on hearts wholly destitute of . feeling, looked 
mournfully at each other, and expressed in their CdptttenAnces the 
depth of their affliction. But when the partition of the spoilSvas com- 
pleted, £nd the Tunisian pirate prepared to return to' V 15 Vessel with 
the share fit. plunder allotted to him, it seemed as ijt ihe^two friends 
wouli-|tiy^dicd in the paroxysm of tlieir grief ; 'Mendpza^ ran to the 
Tofedi^^cked him in his arms, and exclaimed, rt wit we then be 
separ&ftd l What a dreadful necessity! The^ audacfty of that 


guilty of 
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the sight, than by their own peculiar sufferings. But the Tunisian 
sailors, more barbarous. jf possijjle^JJjan ^heir masters, finding that 
Mendoza was .bfutually from 

the arms of the all the 

whUe with never 

sec you more ; r Polina "Rosauta is not which 

these wretches &ft'.mflict uponvme will be my 

slavery.” 1 ' ; ^ 

Don Juan could make no reply. The manner in \v&i^5ef^ his 
friend treated had' such an effect upon him, a^to dep$Ve mrabf the 
power of speech* ' 'As the order of our history requires usJo^ItSw the 
fortunes of the Toledan, we shall for the present leave Don J^riquc, 
proceeding on his way to Tunis. /• V* o 1 ’ 

The Algerine robber steered for his own harbour, where ' ininiediately 
on his arrival, he carried his new slaves to the Pacha, and thence- to the 
ma^cct-place, where it was the custom to offer them for sale. An 
officer of the Dey "Mezomorto purchased Don Juan for hi? master, by 
whom he was^sent to work in the gardens of the seraglio. Although 
this occupation was laborious enough to a man of his rank and 
habits, yet pon Juan found some consolation in the solitude which his 
work requitid, and in which he delighted. In the situation h&«was 
placed in, nothing could be more agreeable to him than the liberty of 
brooding over his misfortunes. Upon these his mind dwelt without 
intermission y and far from making any effort to detach itself from 
melanchoty reflections, seemed to take increasing pleasure in recalling 
them again and again. 

As he happened one day to be working in the garden, singing all 
the while /a melancholy song, the Dcy, unseen by him, passed near 
and pahse^ to listen. He was pleased with his voice, and from a 
moment#?^ impulse of curiosity, approached and inquired hi$ name. 
The Toted&a ^informed him that he was called . Alv^^WKcn he 
became of the Dey, he had, according to tfil c3^tpm of 

persons iq those Circumstance s, assumed a feigned nau^ an^.bad 
selected tm^efcause from the impression which the abductibn of his 
mistress by ©qii Alvaro Ponce had made upon his occurred 

to him ^ o^fer than any other. Mezomorto, who .. tip -jibe 
Spanish langq^^ tolerahly well, put several questions to ,hiu$ respect- 
ing the that country, and particularly a$ * n 

which lovcrs ^rio^ybthed to make their addresses 
objects of • ;T6 tbpse. inquiries Pofc a 

manner whicbi#^f®'^atiafectoiT,tO the Pey." „ ; 
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'.'? D 5' al ;'J . h “ving 

rose aad^walteit^wi^nm^i^ - A lb C}es a _ nd ,lis head 

mean, 

have - 


jent of the trust I 
_ jpafodi you, that- 1 
fcwpjaen in Europe. 


from evlrv7m«^r;r \IT ,T "WW*» contributions 

“» f 3*» 


ua^stion, 

seel^^ 

love fry tty greatest indulgence, and by a profound S2 *? 
meaneitMussulman would scorn to show to a Christiansilve Vm r? 
my efforts tend only to aggravate her despair, and I berin m i«^ * 
of thp contest. The idea of slavery makes nn ,i,l u? ; - ? we ? r)r 
on thepjlnd of others ; my favour has always succeeded ?™ pr f ss,on 
This obstinate depression exhausts my patience Y? Wore “/T! * 
mine to adopt another course, 1 wish to mike n™ 1 dclcr ” 

with that view to avail myself of your mediation As LS& 
uan feitb/iwd a native of your country, she nmy perhaS repose J" 3 * 

SWS5 'iisrzz aar*-' **25 scs 

Int'orrfuiier that { will raise her far above my olher 
t li i el^e feds, lead her to hope that she movnno a* - Jf every - 

the wife eF Mezphjorto ; and assure lier that I 

osteepytteif she were a Sultana bestowed upon StM? i* 2 te J 
the Gtand ; iSighor himself." P ° n «?.Prth| hand of 

nnSj,ii i|S d «““* • s«ond time at the fe^fhis master 

^mftft y i,r n0y u al thedu ‘y tha'fc was required fron’ 

' at he would use every exertion to bifn^ the m,i,. 

^Turks, would 
®tc her gloom, 
[relieved from** 
Bowed the Vc*\ 

) receive his new 
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He found his beautiful prisoner^ by, two female slaves, 


received him -withi 
shuddering, whi§fig 
presence. He $$$ 



c on raging tpne ^* , , 

purpose of infotaift|f you, that I fjjhd amongst' 
your nation, \vith \ytfpm , .'perhaps, it would give 
an interview. l£ybu have any desire to see him, I 
mission to attend you, when you can converse with h mi 
even without tlie presence of witnesses.” Being assured by thd^nmi- 
ful slave thathis Offer was received with gratitude, “ I wtil trhhjiedta^ely 
send him to you,” said the Dey ; “ l shall he delighted if ybuV-jrnelan- 
choly should find any relief in liis company.” With these words lu v 
left the room, and meeting the Toledan, who had just arriVeclyfce 1 said 
to Triiii in a low voice, u You may go in, and .after your in terVieW, you 
will come to my apartment, and give me an account of whki passes 
between you/ ; i , ; ; , } 

Zarata accordingly advanced, and opening the door, saluted the 
lady, withd^traismg his eyes from the giound ; and she, bntfe'pther 
hand, reoeiWd his" salutation without observing him very, attentively ; 
but when, after a few moments they looked at each bihei? more 
earnestly^ , they simultaneously uttered a cry of surprise and of joy. 
“O heavens f” cried the Toledan, “ is it not an empty vision that 
deceives ttiy eyes ? Is it in truth Donna Rosaura that I see?* ^ Ah ! 
Don Juan/f replied the fair captive, “can it be you . whojpeak to 
me?” '^ Yps^ replied he, tenderly kissing her hand, it ;isf himself. 
Recognisu'me aud, my love in these tears, which my eyes* oVerjoycd 
at the si^pfyott, cannot refrain from shedding. In the^ transports 
of plea5u^which; your presence alone is capable of eKCitihg, T no 
longer d^|u\%^ai.nst fortune, since she has restored yqh W^iy'arms. 
But whithdr^jhjs excess of joy hurrying my thoughts ? 
you are in ch^ns. Through what new caprice of fate •'^'you^iaced 
in this situatgjfi'J* How* Were you enabled to extricate yoUV^Tfr on 1 
the power pf^he;.ra ( sh'’ ’.Don Alvaro ? What ! 

How I tr^nible tb hear that virtue may not ha veT fbund fihi®^ -aid 
from heaven:!^ “ H eaven,” replied Donna Rosau^/^!iM^&ply 
” TMx Alvartf Ponce. If 1 had time to f 

yd&and, what $0# v*** 1 


avenged me 
“You have? 
permits me 
hear, to cony 
these fortui 
time of ypur a' 
learned,” replied 
me off? I am but 

• 0 
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Juan ; anil he then related in, a few words the way in which that fact 
came to. his Uhow}fcdg& ^hd ho>v 7i ;Me|j4p2A : and himself, having em- 
the mistier, 


Vthe following 



J"? 1, ■ 'j 1 <’ ■> , ' “ . 9. -*■ ** ti' ’ 7 %," ' - '• 

Mtvnvtf A , iwacr in. 


it indeed when I 


I fainted 


_ jpftbtvteft you that my |iurprise ^wasf : 
foun^pyself jn the pbwerof a troop of masfe 
away jhSifc^ AftnB of the man who was carrying me, .and when I re- 
covered)^ whith did not happen for aVconsiderable time, I 

found with Inez, one of my women, far out, at sea, in the 

cabin .pf^eSsel, wli ich was pursuing her voyage in full-sail. 
u h^l^tjppdant began to exhort me to be patient under this cala- 
drift °f her conversation, I had reason to suspect 
that s$e$a$;dn league with my enemy. 1-Ic dared to introduce him- 
self toffi&i and throwing himself at my feet, * I beseech you, 
he cr}ed^tO forgive Don Alvaro for employing the only means in liis 
powar-’.id^ possess himself of you. You know the demotion I have 
paid ; t^fyou, anil with what a perfect attachment I contended with 
Don 'Fa^riquc for the prize of your approbation, up to the day when 
you 4 ftM^lred. your preference of him. If my passion for you had 
bcen^fcap ordinary description, 1 might have subdued ityand con- 
soled:^^lf elsewhere for my ill fortune; but fate has destined me to 
admh^^uly your charms. Defused as I am, I am unable to eman- 
cipat^S^rscjf from their influence. Yet fear nothing from, the violence 
of myjt^yp.* : J' have not been guilty of this attempt upon your liberty 
to subject' your virtue to more unworthy outrage ; and ft isray ardent 
hope; tbat in tip retirement to which I am now conducting you, an 
“** ^sacred bond may unite our fate for ever. ? ;;T6 this he 
.pher speeches, which I cannot now recall/toinijid ; but 
Said* he seemed to think, that to ccntyp^l pa to marry 


eternal^ 
added? " 




to 


hoy; 


f rather to 


v -^neaps 1 a tyrannical act, and that, 

^^.9 Impassioned lover, than as an in'solcrit^Vi^her, 

“ ^diddress, I did nothing but weep andab^hdon myself to 
i'ther^fore left me to myself, without l6$*ttg : further time 
' i ; but, as he retired, I ^Viiai^^’Wdligencc 
nd Inez, from which I cOjleeted th^t^e desired her 
Jifit dexterity .the argumehfe Jphich^ he had been 

nted to me 






intc 


my 

. way 

Mbit 


ire with him, to 
.tion of nr* 
m^uyes the 
to assuage my 
Inez no longer 
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knew wli.it topics of consolation to suggest ; but at this moment we 
heard ^ great , U , pr ^ ^ 

drew near, lie but 

Don Alvaro and d ea tWr W''su®^i.^| f ^spe - 

r. it cl y resolved fighting. The contest was - u t 

describing it mbfe particularly, it will suffice to say that^vt#nj^ated 
in the d e s t r u c tionof Don Alvaro and all his cmv, after. of 
desperate courage had been exerted in vain. We found largo 


with attention,, and perceiving that I was a Spaniard, he ad&re&ed me 
liTTh: Castilian language : — 4 Moderate your grief/ he' saiditVbe not 
too much afflicted by the unfortunate occurrence which hasift^dc you 
a skive. Unfortunate, do I call it? I should say that ft is.ahappy 
incident, On Which you should congratulate yourself. Beauty like 
yours was pot. intended to exercise a narrow empire ovcr.the Ciftristian 
world alone. Heaven did not form you for the pleasure pf. that "Con- 
temptible .race. ; You are worthy of the love of themast^rs/ of the 
world ; tile Mussulmans alone are worthy of you. I shall with&iidelay 
turn my.; course towards Algiers, for although I have not : tafeeit any 
other pr»,Tam convinced that the Dey, my master, will be-satisficd 
with mf Conduct. He Will unquestionably applaud the eagerness J 
shall havQishown to place in his hands a beauty, who will he yie delight 
of his h^rt^and the great ornament of his harem. ’ / ' J \’5~ ■ . 

“At tliiS address, which explained to me all the wretchedness of my 
situation/ 3/ redoubled my lamentations; but AbyAly^whpIdpked 
upon the lub^Ct of my fears in a very different light r bnl^ l^d^ttM at 
my crres/a^PJsteeted for Algiers, while I indulged 
any rcstrahfe At one time I addressed my passionate suppliMt/ons 
to Heaven, ynd iipplofed its aid ; at another, 1 wished i$ld hd|p%that 
we might he oVer^ken by some Christian vessel or 
would swalio^us up v VaiTi expectations l we 
accident at fepbrt^nd I was conducted to this 

presented ^ ' ’ •’ •' V 

“As tlieyS^]feM v thp Turkish language, l- 


the address oylAfppylf 
the reply of, 

.!;p Dey, 
v. h i ch' , ^W 5 S after 
picions and 

“ I threw myself 




Kfame 
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hut in vain. The offer of aH,my property could not tempt his avarice ; 
he ^ of thc earth. This 

*' prepared for me, 
[.every means to 

- ■ - v ■■ to. me all 

the «)## oCooth ^excs, who excel m wqpnfgox . paying on any instru- 
incnt^^ie h,i«. removed Inez, underlie impression th&she encouraged . 
my glc$>my„ thoughts, and I am waited upon by bltfilaves, who con- 
tinuallyjjraik to me about the love their master entertains for me, and 
the endtess pleasures that are reserved for me. . " " 
iC AlltbeseJattempts to divert my grief have produced only a con- 
Irary^ifectT nothing can afford me any consolation. ; A prisoner in 
this ■ 3?|f#tablc palace, which never ceases to re-echo the cries ot 
injured/tpnocence, I suffer less from the loss of my liberty, than from 
tlic odidus .tenderness which thc I)cy professes for me. It is true that 
1 have hitherto found in him only a submissive and respectful ltA^rT" 
but this. does not divest me of an apprehension that, tired of a con- 
straint to which he is unaccustomed, he may at last abvsfc his power. 

1 a in 'incessantly haunted by this dreadful fear, and every instant of 
my lifejtormgs with it a new pang.” ' * ‘ 

Donna Kosaura could not finish her recital, without giving way to 
her t$at% . Don Juan was deeply nuned. “ It is not without reason 
Madan^said he, “that your i mey represents to you 'tbe^ future in 
such^^igntful shapes. \ am as much terrified as yourself The 
a^umed delicacy of the Dcy i* likely to be dismissed sooner than you 
might. Suppose. Thc gentle adon r will soon throw aside his pretended 
inildn#$;y I am well assured of this, and see all the danger to which 
you #p #po^ed. But,” he continued, with an altered voice/" I shall 
not be a qpjet witness. Slave as I am, my despair is to Kedreadcd 
J3cfo|-e vpU ?5hall suffer any indignity from Mezomor^*!#!! plunge 
W -dagger Mo his bosom.” “Ah, Don Tuan” urn. 


«iyd^r.-%v>W bosom.” “Ah, Don Juan,” inteiTiipte^the ladv 
“ wl»^M0C4o<you meditate ? I implore you not^yieto to such’ 


what barbarities would his death: fie avenged ! 
.torments ! I shudder to think of th§_m. And after 
expose yourself to a iis<e%& dsuig#.;; By taking 
t^f .W .Dey, wpuld you restore me tb liberty^ AJas » 1 
“SdStj** 1 *° sorae brutal mast#, w^;^M treat me 
\X\on than Mezomorto has .sbbwmV tpfi f heaven, it 
ore's the wickedness hnnvl- iV« 


bd; irnplore ; ; the wickeclp#$ 


rm 


*• • *-• 



heart is 
.# my osvn 
" ^bich is hateful 

r I ajxcauy fed 
\t suggests itsdf to 
The Dcy has pci- 



run rjzsr or rr/r.vos/nr. 





you liavc met wi tn l^e to" * soo thV yjdVt; that 

if lie perseveres^ he^ay iibpe for the most favo^ra]^^ on 

•your part, will sccob d ; my end ea vo it rs . When lie .y ou , 

you will lot him\fifidyou, looking more than usually you 

will appear to j'ake' sbxhe decree of interest in l;is convert 
“ What constraint , 71 interrupted Don na Rosaura. * HpW Cstp^'hliml 


like mine, simple apd sincere, succeed in such an attempt ^jflf^ivhat 
benefit can' we expectfrom such hateful deceit ? ” u T h b£)eyX A;pl ie d 
lie, u will be delighted with the change, and will wish td epmpietfc his 
conquest. Ifl.thc meantime, I will use every exertion to, effect your 
. deliverance^ The task, I own, is difficult, but I am acquainted, with 
an ingcniqusj fellow-slave, whose assistance will, I hope, fe^bf the 
greatest use to us," ** It is enough,” replied Rosaura ; “ f wiltpo all 
that you desire, since my misfortunes leave me no alternate ■ Co, 
Don Juan>‘ exert 'all your faculties in rescuing me from tins dreadful 
situation. 1\ will be an additional happiness to me, to awe my .liberty 

^you*^/;,: v 

rursupn^ to the .orders of Mczomorto, the Toledan repaired to* him 
to give Kim an account of his embassy. “ Sir,” said he to h|m r f, ymi 
will not be compdlcd to have recourse to violence for the gratification 
of youi* desires. It appears to me, that this haughty Spaniard wilj 
soon, like ; jffhexs,.be reconciled to her situation. I m a y even Say, that, 
her fetter^have already begun to press lightly upon her#, Ali.that is 
necessary;^ that you should cultivate tins favourable tejhppr. If 
you contj&ijfrto demonstrate the same affectionate (of~'youv 

beautiful capitHOj I have no. doubt that in a short tixfto.^^^iyreid 
to vour wi^Kea^aftd forgct in your arms the liberty she . Onpp dV&|ripd . ; 7 

“You delight mV with this intelligence,” cried arc 

you not deceiyihg;>^e, or are you not yourself n:istakep.?/f her 

i mniediately ?1 ;apd;,le^rft whether her eyes confirm the fiatfefinfe ^djea- 
lions whicfj yVu RayV remarked.” He went accordingly 
Rosaura ; Tnledan returned to the garden, wh^^m^qiimd 

the gardenef^wtr^u He had tnentioned to her as the slay|®[g^^er- 
viccs might p^^'^^tVal' i# restodng her to libertyvll^^^p^te of 
this man ivpll 


• And why should that givfi" / 3H$l Francisco. 


g$|W- 

tmke of 
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“Because wo are native pf the samejcity/ ’ answered Don Juan; 
“ her Jtherc is nothing I 

tS;,b^'^ba^^|rf^at'\voukl be no easy 
to say -I could 
ta reward tlic 

serv^^^i'^'^f.There is #b doubt bf tHat^tepued Don Juan ; “ I 
will a^styc^ for their g rat itud e, aftd, above alt, for Jjfcr own, She is? 
nain^^Kosaii^and is the widow of a gOndehVahJ%ho has left her 
^eatfjVehtth , not is she' less generous than HchV . f^oiie word, 1 am a 
Spanfird dhd a nobleman, and my assurance ought' to Satisfy you.” 

“ Wel^saijJ'tlie gardener, <£ on the strength of you r r promise I will 
go ih ^reh of a renegade, and propose it to him* ; How ! ” inter- 
rupted; '^^Toledan' with surprise, “Do you me^nto confide in a 
wretch-who was not ashamed to renounce his faithf ?> * 4 Renegade as 
he is^£fetferrnpted Francisco in his turn, “ he is not the less a worthy- 
man.SJ Ae' appears to me to be rather an object of pity tfmn of hatred, 
and f ^otild say he was excusable, if any circumstances could excuse 
such a/fcfime. His story is short. 3 

“ Hf’lsoft rtatiVc of Barcelona, and a surgeon by -profession. When 
he foinrd that he did not succeed as he could have wished atr llarcc- 
1 ona, ■fe^etCrmincd to remove to Carthagena, in the hpjpe that a 
chang<n$f residence might induce an alteration in his fortunes, lie 
cmb^ije^dlvthereforo for Carthagena with his mother, but, they fell in 
with ^^Algertne pirate, who took them and brought thefti to this 
town; .^They were both sold - the mother to a Moor, and; himself to 
a T ufk%from whom he experienced such barbarity, that heembraccd 
the Mahometan faith, in order at once to put an end to Uis own 
suffering^ iihd to procure the release of his mother, wjic^' he knew, 
was. &$£$£: frith great severity by the Moor, her rriasfer.^'JIe then 
cntered^nttftbc service of the Dcy, and made sevcrjal^y^ages, by 
which li^i^qutred some wealth. Part of t this he appli^to ^ ransom 
of h^S^SlJid^ aqd the rest he proposed to turn fd aScoun^ b^ trying 
his pjttiiO sea. He became captain of a.vgsself^tfwith some 

soldi^|®(^|r4ed to attach themselves to hinifji^ .bj|jan to cruise 
Carthagena. He i^turried ldad^^with booty, 
and hj^li&^ue^ enterprises succeeded so^lh th^tp^^as enabled 
at ‘ship;' and make con^fdfe^l^jp^es.; ■ -But his 

deserted, him.’ ,He-';at^ac^H ^^fench frigate, 
wh air^ceptimJ,: that to regain 

jhe 

U J T friends, and he dis- 



Tin: rrsr of FRTExnsnrr. 


295 


closes to me his inmost thoughts... clays sine, 9 he told me, with 

Irvin: in liie a»ac It 'Vai&i., .-■M'SfkMVMjt ' 


tours in liis 
faith ; and that 
at the risk of 
his repentance* 
commuted. 



renounced his 
Jtutban, 
of 

;he had 


mutted. -V 

# rhis is thej charactef of. the ncnegacte,” cont&uechj 
whom I am abound apply, and I think we have , 

a man of this description.'- Under the pretext' of 1 

will now to proceed to his house, and represenf to ol 

nourishing feelings of useless regret for having abandoned ^^hurch, 
he should consider how he may restore himself to her bd^qitC; shall 
then suggesit thit he might equip a vessel, as if he Was' w 6 a^>f)f an 
inactive life, and wished to rove the sea again ; and that byljife con- 
veyance we may reach the const of Valencia, where ponna.' jRLpsa u ra 
win enable him to pass the rest of his days in peace.” t*c - - 
Don Juan was enraptured with the prospect which, tlvbVsc^enie of 
Francisco developed to him. “ Yes, yes,” he exclaimed, “Jny dear 
fnend, yo4 may promise everything to the renegade* Depend^pon it, 
you shall both be rewarded beyond your cx pectatiofts TJ^e may 

be difficulties” replied Francisco, “in executing ourptpJe(it ? . but I 
augur weli bF our success, and I hope on my return io brih^yduhappy 
news.V _ ./ vV-<5 • 

He iheti proceeded on his mission, and was cxpeCt$d^w£tii tnuch 
impaU$ifc$ : by the Toledan, to whom he soon commumcatc^fKe result 
of his interview. It was agreed that the renegade shobltlpiirchasc a 
small vessel, completely equipped, which he should n\ai;/ Wifhhi* own 
slavey ;‘ t:hat tO obviate suspicion, he should engage ^^.^tirkish 
sold iers^as if he actually meditated a cruise, but that before 

the time^fixed far their departure, he should embark \yith f " 

night, $**&» Jaru&SMT aifontlv ctnA tnlrn tin thp fifo-ttfOtfc '&( 


Anchor silently, and take up the fugitive 


of the ga|4^W9p<Jhing on the sea. 


How prwZt tVAs Zarata’s joy to be able to convey. sucl 


assuranC^tb.Pj^pa- Rosaura ! He hastened’ to obtat^ 
see this view on the following day pr^ 


to be greatly^ 
impression^ 
lady, wheal? 
of the ren< 

Gre5t*wa's tf|^ 
that such me; 
sible,” she exclaimed iri 



cd 

:it pos- 
r fea shadow 
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of hope that I may once more see Valencia, my own dc.tr native land ! 
What ^0 . , alarins, to live there in 

peace thought to my 

nti u4. 1 you consider, 
that A^lsM&g t&g'irm. t&jmjfirjbt. ift$rpkr&t.i3> your own wife 

u hQ«^&|S^??.?. ; C \ v /V; >, 

“ Afa^^tepi 1 ^ Zarata, heaving aiprofoimd sigh* “*vith v/hat rapture 
shoulS' i hear such words from your mouth, if the remembrance of my 
unhappy {rtend ’did riot interfere to poison all my pleasure. This is a 
sentiijiierit which you Cannot but forgive, uor can you deny that 
.\lcnd 02 ais deserving of your pity. For your sake he quitted Valencia, 
and loStVhis iiberty ; and I am convinced that, enslaved as he is at 
Tunis/he suffers less from his chains tlian from the reflection that he 
has filled' to avenge you.” / ; 

“ curved no doubt a better fate,” said Donna .Rbsaura. “1. 
call h^V^n,tP witness that 1 am grateful for all that lianas donfHor 
me ; I greatly regret the misfortunes into which I have innocently led 
him, but ,|. shall never be able to prevail on my heart t6 reward him 
with its affections . * 

The' ^Qiivcrsation was here interrupted by the entrance of the slaves, 
who wa^ed on, Donna Rosaura,and Don Juan took his leave. Nothing 
occur retiAo interfere with the plan of the renegade, who bought a small 
vesseh iq|erftbly well equipped, and hastened the preparations for lii& 
depar&tfr§ In the meantime* Don Juan had again seeii the fair 
captive^j^rid apprised her of the time when the ship would be ready. 
A window of her apartment opened on the garden, and from this it was 
.» r ranged that the lady should descend, with the help of a ladder* which 
the confederates were to bring, linger was the impatiericp $rjfcb which 
slic awhtteij; the important night. At length it came, jtfidi by good 
fortum^i o^ed, to be dark and gloomy. At the appointed moment, 
Don Jua^pticed the ladder under the window, from Svixjjc^^hc lady 
di*seend^Vit|umtich' hurry and agitation, but in safe.ty.'^>J^ning on 
the atJri/qO^.qqurageous friend, they turned their.step^^yards the 
1 i t tie . $urden , which opened on the sea. Theyiprocccded 

with ^^qrv^a^'tpeed as possible, and were already, ari|idpating the 
y)l ea suro '^^ridirig' themselves at liberty, when fortune, "^j^hostile to 
these i|^®|pnpie ' jtayers, over whel tried them with it raisfprtune, more 
against, and more painfu^io^pdpje, than the 
worsl hitherto afflicted, thenti^^fc/ ^ : 

the 

shore a man, 

ronce, t o take his 



the Vest of feu 



“what have 

friend. But I die content, since I c«fn now restore ta:~ yd«^(^ri|is;^ou r 
beloved Donna Rpsauriy who can bear witness for me, 
ment to you h'as : never, abated. w ‘ “ Gracious powers 
Fabrique, “is it possible I have destroyed my friend ? Stit S^^ball 
not die alone ; - the same weapon shall punish his murderefc ^iVly 
ignorance may be come excuse for my crime, but cannot reconcile me 
to life.” With these words, he turned the point of his sword ^gainst 
h’s own bosom, drove it to the hilt, and fell on the body of Dpliyuan, 
w^ahad fainted away, not more from loss of blood, than from horror 
at the sight of his friend’s desperation. ; A ‘ : ' 


Francisco and the renegade, who were waiting at a little clfetanre, 
and who had iSieir private reasons for not advancing to the Mt^cour 
of the supposed Don Alvaro, were much astonished at hearing the last 
words of Don Fabrique; and observing the action which aqcO^npaniecl 
them, the/ perceived that there had been some misu nderstanding, 
and that the "wounded cavaliers were affectionate friends,; and- not 
sworn ejqeth%s, as they had believed. They then hastenOdjb thcir 
as si stance,, biit finding them all without sense or motion, they werb. at 
a loss Ayhat Coiirse to pursue. Francisco was of opinion, that" they 
should carry: off the lady, and leave the cavaliers on the slior^ whcre, 
to all app^rfnee, they must soon expire, if they were hoi already 
dead. But this waS opposed by the renegade, who would not. consent 
to aban ddfl'tfie' wo u n d e cl , whose injuries might not prove htd|;taj^'and 
it was resolyed jthat thcy should be carried to the. ves^l^whfcre. the 
renegade 1 ^h#Tiad‘ hbt forgotten his old profession, and ;$tillpos$e$ sed 
his instrumdht^ undertook to dress their wounds. In a 
they had aJl etribark^d and while some got the vessel iljn^er,^ih^and 
spread all thrf^canyis, the others, with fervent ptayei^^iih^fdx^pthe 
favour of he1^|h .6n their adventure, with all (he earitesttie^l-^uch 
could be insplte^/by the liveliest apprehension of beuijg; by 

^^After 

vessel ; sho easily had 
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wounded himself in a fit of remorse for the injury he had inflicted on 
his not induce her to look 

u flight, of the man she 

in and affecting, 

afeebletoney addres^ed ^^ohj^ct of ail his desires. 
“ B^or^I ijic,;jWadam, w said ftej * I h a v$; at" satisfaction of 
seeipg^yoii Released from slavery. W ould to hc&yen that you had 
bc^ij&d$|>t€$£ to me for your liberty; but it h&V phased Providence 
t hat jte la vfi£ whom* you prefer should lay you UnaeV that obligation. 
I lpV^ny v i‘iVhl too much to complain of this, and ' I earnestly hope 
that the ; wpund which I have been so unfortunate as to give him, will 
nQtjprei^nt him from receiving the reward lie has a right to expect 
fropi^blir gratitude.” To this address the lady made no reply; far 
front "Showing any concern for the deplorable fate of Don FabpLUie, 
she co$<i not disguise the feelings of displeasure exited by the state 
to which he had reduced her beloved Don Juan. 


The sttrgeon now proceeded to probe and dress the wounds of the 


Oopi|a. Bosauiy, and wao received by I >on Fabrique with the greater L 
He turned towards the lady, *" i am content^ said he, “ l 
loavp itvewofrld without regret, since my friend's recovery is certain; I 
shalfenof now die loaded with you i hai red." . ' *. : 

He^ronbunccd these words with so touching a' tone^ that Donna 
Kosahrii Avas moved. Her enmity to Don Fabrique disappeared with 
her fe^s for Don Juan, and seeing only in the former it man who 
her sympathy, she entreated him to think ohlyfef restoring 
himselfib. health, assuring him that if she could not repderbim happy, 
she ^ttli at .least not confer her hand on another, bufctvould imitate 
Dou f^nL i^ thc $acrilice which he made of his love tbrhis friendship. 
I ) ould have replied, but the surgeon, apprehensive that 
injure him, enjoined silence, and exapifiri^d his wound ; 
this^S^it'ceiv'^d' to be mortal, the sword hav^r tuei^ed thc upper 


^J^isgs* which was sufficiently evident jbp^rthe alarm in; 
^.i^s^ooa as he had applied the fi^t^jressings, lie lef 







mmm 


% &4ifild r, With fever, and 
mB^The ‘ surgrpr. -thou 
pSwaiS : - beyotta remedy, 
the lndv, he had 


no time To ’•IdttmatibA Svas received by the Toledan with 
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great limitation ; by Don.Fabrique hijnself with indifference, lie ex- 
pressed a wish to scq . Upnua t^his. bedside in 

a state more easy in 

tears, and her s obs . y 

said, “pray be c^^&ed^and listen <6 me ;1 you, 

my dear friend. I know this separation is a i^ertsCbl^^w^m; for 
your friendship Ii3Gs Stood the severest test ; yet tftl l 

leave you, to honour my memory with so many touching, ^nrks of 
your tenderness and compassion, indeed I fee! it more k£<B^fh<in 
the loss of life itself. Hear by what strange acmdents fat^tjmuglit 
me to this fatal shore, now stained with the blood of any friend and 
with my own. 'You Will naturally inquire how 1 came to. mistake Don 
Juan for Don Alvaro ; and this, if time be permitted, X ^ffl;^xglain 
before my death. A few hours after the vessel, in which lwa$, bad 
left that in wliicb Don Juan sailed, we met a French corShiry which 
attacked us. : It made itself master of the Tunis vessel, and lahdcd us 
near to AlicatfL No sooner was I free, than 1 bethought myself of 
ransoming my friend. For this purpose 1 repaired to Valencia, where 
I got the money, and hearing that at Barcelona the holy fraternity for 
redeeming captives was on the point of setting sail for Algiers* I has- 
tened thithfcr., Before leaving Valencia, however, I entreated On* 
Governor, Don Francisco dc Mendoza, my uncle, to empjjay^hts in- 
fluence with the court of Spain to obtain the pardon of 2aral&* whom 
I intended" to take with inc and reinstate in the enjoyment pf his 
property, which had been confiscated since the death of theiDu^e tic 


Naxora; 

“On arriying;aG Algiers I repaired to the slave-mart jfjjut. in vain 
there, and everywhere, did 1 seek the object of whom I Waj^jijfpardj. 
I met, indeed, the Catalonian renegade, to whom this yess|X-feemng.s ; 
and I recognized him as a servant who had formerly livedfj^ith my 
uncle. I hifermed him of my purpose, and requested that ■towot rid 
unite with mb \tst making the strictest search.* ‘L he 

replied, * thatlpan be of, no use to you. I am going 
this night wM^Yaleittian lady* the slave of thcDcy.* 

“ 4 And wft££$i her dame ? ? I inquired. ‘She goes' ''by;' 

Rosaura/ 

“ The aston^Ut^pt evinced in my countenance 1 cohvih^ 
gade that I wasW^t^i^erested in the matter. 


ie of 


%ftee her fr0ft> captivity) 
“ J " J .toulMwte ' 1 ' 



a design he bad 
to the slave Alva; 

‘AidLftie to adebi 
1 it is rightful and 
“ 4 You shall soon 
me of your cause of complain 
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t: I explained it fully, and when he bad^Iicard it, * Jt is cnou:di/ lie 
said ; th ;j\ie qpl.your rival, and v. lien 

you you' shjijjt -^akq*c|if^yplaq9, and escort Donna 

Rosaiff^wng^iiH; US f<> ’ 

m| iinmindful of Don 

J uaii^n ' left money for liis ransoiii in the hatids of an Italian 
j n erchant, p amed Francesco Cfcpatf, a Resident, at Algiers, who 
promised to fulfil my wishes. Night at last cafru?; I went to il.e 
house' of the renegade, who guided ir»e to the sea-sb^re. We stopped 
before k '. little 'gate, fr%m which there issued a man, who came directly 
to wardens, and pointing to another man and woman who followed 
him, he said t 4 Here arc Alvaro and Donna RosauraV At this sight 
l gi'eW altogether frantic ; l drew my sword, I ran towards the un- 
happy*^! Varo, in the idea that it was a hateful rival whom I saw. Hut, 
thanks to heaven/* he continued, “my eiror null not affect his lifc^jaor 
prove' ail ’unceasing source of tears and regret to the excellent 
Kosaura/*, - \ 

“ Ali I'Mendoza,” interrupted the lady, “you do no£* appreciate my 
affliction; 1 shall never recover the sad event of losing you ; even 
.should t espouse your friend, it would but be to unite our grief and 
i egrets together. Your love, your friendship, vour misfortunes, would 
be thS sede topic of ofir discourso.' 1 ‘ ' 

“ Vt,J§/tn6re than I merit, that you Mic.-uld so long regret me ; it is 
my wish! “that my friend should espouse you, when he shall have 


; i ve nged your wrongs . ” . ,/ 

“ L) oh; Alvaro lives no more ! cxebdmed the widow of Gifuentes ; 
* hc'tv&b billed on the veiy day when he carried mo off, feryvtlie corsair 
who tne. M , / y 

‘ replied Mendo/a, “these tidings /give me much 

pleasure' ; : my friend will the sooner be happy for them v l.tu}ulge your 
i 1 1 u t uaj/at thcltfue n t. I am glad to think the sole renuppmg obstacle 
t° I'ofi^lihes is about to be removed. May all ypur; r S4y^ 11111 in 
1 jleasii^a^cf tenor, blest in a union which neither |$alousy nor 
Ibrtude'C^ disturb. Farewell, R os aura ; and farewe|^ : ipy Juan ; do 
not f^j^^metjmes to think of me— of one \yhp lu^^\'Cr loved any- 
t h ing:ph^rtlx^itb th e devotion* hat he loved yoyT*^; 
\\Tt^Me^hJde'iady and the knight of Toledo;: tftm^ed their tcai s 


at thefe.^iHn^ wo'rds, Dpn Fabviquc, who grief, as he felt 

last faintly wbjsper<?4j. ^cD^Ul^y-my own, add 

^ a life that 


ried to :#cSBuf |”8ut ytfife Renegade and Francisco w jio 
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near, and prevented him. Rosaura, terrified at his violence, united 
lvr efforts to theirs to mitigate hjs ang^isly, §Jppdid this m so affect- 
ing a manner, fee let them 

re-dress his wound j Jbggan to 

throw a calm over ;/&t/ reason , 

his sorrow was not te^poighant j^it reSembledoriTy the : ;£almncss of 

, . v / "V V '<J_ , " ' J" ‘'\l *? .r Vf »*' ■ 

(Impair. , ;. ( \ / t ' ,“V 

The renegade," among other precious articles which lia wfe Wariii 
with him to Spairf $kd some fine balm and perfume/ W]&;'vhich, at 
the solicitation of the lady and Don Juan, he {reserved, ifi^body oi 
Mendoza, that they might have the sad pleasure of bestowing? 'on it 
the honour of sepulture in his own country. The lovers ceaicd not to 
lament his fa£c during, the whole of the voyage ; but as thewinfr con- 
tinued constantly favourable, they were not long before they descried 
the shores of Spain. ’ 

At that sight, all the captives gave vent to the most passionate 
exclamations of joy j on the vessel entering the port each pursued his 
particular destination* The widow of Gfuentos, and her -lover, sent 
off letters for the governor and family of Donna Rosaura. ’Tidings of 
her return were received by them with joy ; and as for DomFrancisco 
do Mendoza, he showed the greatest affliction on heating of his 
nephew’s death.' lie shed tcais abundantly over the body?}’ every 
spectator was affected at the scene; and lie soon after, turning 
towards them* inquired by what fearful accident he had met hjs early 
f.ito? 

f, I will- inform you of all,” returned the knight of Toledo ; "far 
from wishing 1 to banish it from my memory, I take a sad pleasure in 
the indulgeheiof my grief/’ He then began a recital, whicMmv.teai s 
from overdye j while, on the other hand, the parents of RdsauAT con- 
gratulated iliemsclve 5 on the almost miraculous planner j^;$yhich she 
had been re^Wctf''fr6m the tyranny of Mczomorto. 

After a ^cplanation on all points, the body of PoiC^|lrique 

was placed# a coach, and conducted to Valencia; butr j/w'as', not 
theic interred, Voh account of the viccroyship of Don ;Frahc^cpd6cing 
on the eve ^efeiration. That cavalier, therefore; had it Ar^qgqrted 
to Madrid, tawmeheity he was himself bending 

M &m wh ilpj :iSe^wid6w . of Cifucntes lavished the ricHe^fesents 
on Don FrancS^^d the renegade. The Navarrcse re|urf|«|^ his 
province, Mi mother to f)nrc{^^)^.bvrv 
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accompany the body of his friend, which ho could not luve otherwise 
done. ^ ... ~.- v . a v ., ; 

At .le^^g^'i^c^isioh set OUt,wUha illustrious person- 

nges n ^reafchitrg. Madrig, the; t)Odx r\yi|>inteiTed with every 

mark^^8|tOur,iin4'A‘ grand 0,|fceir friend’s memory 
in rThey'did fop't 'coitfflif t$ emaelv&s rwjSh this ; they bore 

(U-C.ptft^hmthg for him they had ^ostdurmg.the kpace of a year, as if 
desirohs,; with' his memory, to perpetuate 'their " borrow and their 
friendship. ' - “ ^ ^ 

Havihg ^hua shorn their respect to him by every mark of attach- 
ment fh theiV power, they gave their hearts and hands to each other ; 
but it.Wa£ tang cre Don Juan ceased to cheiish the remembrance of his 
f riemf wlth feel tags of overpowering melancholy, He often appeared 
to Hip) 1 jh his dreams; and still more often he again witnessed him 
breathing his* last sighs. Vet at length the irresistible tenderness, 
combined with the many charms possessed by Ros aura,. had begun* 10 
dissipate his morbid and suffering state of mind. - He was just 
beginning^' to feel restored to his former health and happiness ; a 
cheerful future seemed to open before him; when one (fay,' in following 
the chase} to which he was exceedingly attached, he had the mis- 
fortune to be severely injured on the head. An abscess formed, to 
remoVc >vhich the efforts of art were employed in vain. He died ; and 
that ; }ady whom you behold in the arms of the two females, who 
aUeffib? ‘to* Spot he the nngubh of her despair, is his unfortunate . consort, 
K osppm. ^tad/ f rom all appearances, it may not bo long before she will 
rejoin him. ’ ; 
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Six leagues from ttie court of Spain, is situated* the splendid , town 
of Alcala, which, being interpreted, means Castillo Ricco, from tlw 
Lircumstiincc of its being ennobled by having given birth to somkny 
d : stinguishcd citizen^. Its aristocracy is very ancient ; aginf in the 
lime of Leo vegildp, Ring of the Gotlis, it already boasted a gr&nd 
cathedral, as we learn from Father Juan do Mariana, in the foilrth 
book" of his celebrated history. The climate is almost the finest in 
Kuropc ; its public edifices arc numerous and noble, and the character 
of its schools siyh as is known to the whole world. Finally^ it is the 
work of that holy prince of the church, Cardinal Xiincnci tie, Cisneros, 
who founded this our celebrated university upon the model of that of 
Paris. . f > v . • ‘ ■ 

Alcala, moreover, is watered by the pleasant river 1 Tenures, jwy cele- 
brated by ppefs, which runs through a delightful and refreshitig ptiblic 
walk, ornamented with beautiful tree.* and flowers. • /. 4 , “\' t 

There arti^id about the time of which we are speaking at "the 
university, a young cavalier, called Teodoro el Gaian, or the gallant, 
such was the extreme spirit and loftiness lie displayed on’ every occa- 
sion. Nature,, had. been prodigal to him in all her gifts, no* Jess of 
mind than pf^person ; a combination which is too rnrely^ncf .with, 
inasmuch as' wc often find prudence allied to parsimony, 'peit^ty to 
silliness, ignorance to wealth, and plain features to superior and 
intellect. It.^asthe good fortune of Theodore to combine 'pnfy' t>» e 
best of these quMitics ; wealth, valour, judgment, and kind^pd.ppur- 
teous manner^, AsThese, too, in youth, are found seldpm Unaccom- 
panied with spfep noble pursuit or passion— the favouritejob^^ct of 
“ high thoughts scated in a heart of courtesy ’—there Was GnsVhkdi 
fired the secret §04! of Theodore, and seemed to hint- as th^|ie|cbn 
by which he steered Jiis, path through tlio rough and tu^ul^tious 
voyage of life, adored Narcissa, a 1 ady of jjift — ~ : *- 1L * 



Valerio, a young UOl 
boast. 

In the eyes of the lady's fal 
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but in the estimation of Narcissi herself, and that of the friends V 

tfltAin A.Vu. ■ 1 - J a< f * . 



— Narcissa \t 

, e^'^^V V?1 ‘- ^ 6 il graC ^' ful bearin ^ an < i distinguished gallantry 
excited her admiration, ahd> wc« Viter love; but her 
lov “ 

tbe otlier hand, ,j y no means despaired ; he was m 
trer^^^ovs in his conduct, and while he daily njade advances in 

!eSK- ? - ^ t0 ° k CarC " 0t t0 inCUr th ° d S k ' of the dau S h ter’s 

IJqVA-heMdrc was only anxious to declare his. love; and one 
evening having observed Narcissa leave the house iinaccomnafiv. 1 
le instantly joined her. As he approached, she happened to drop her 
glove,.which, on presentmg to her, he pressed to his lips, at the same 
monient inserting a letter in it as he gave it to her. She rccci'ved it 
with.a. smile, and then feeling what it contained, a deep blush suffused 
her countCnancc ; she beckoned him :iway .as she hid the clove in h 

* %§ *>**** mi “°* "» 

returning home, Narcissa eagerly peiuscd the contmt. „r v. 

W f* s 1 ha - «* >*™V S ran! - JtK £ 
boid and fearless as the lion : yet how I dread the v&yWhts of 
your displeasure ; how 1 tremble when 1 approach' you,’ fearful df 
raising, my eyes to yours. lest one look of anger or disdkin si, 0 „n 
) 1as $fe‘ hose bright and beauteous orbs. Ah, m pity would you 
* ne T th 8wect and heavenly beams, and temper the 
! fee ! V* your presence, so that I might ftod words in 
to tel how wildly, passionately, 1 loVe^f Jore-vou ’> 

T ^ffc^t,' WaS Ut !S aWa,e tbat this ea £ er expression {of his fcelinrrs 
superfluous ’ t ,' Ut n he hcart of his Narcissa had before 
ack ^l^ ged hun for its lord. F requently did h'e'pSss great part of 

T " Car her rcside « ce » heetflesl'bf the coW air 
* or 1 h ?' v T ld he tear himself^vay, so Ion- as 
bv ffilffifh ~ 6 “ ? ^° Ul by s * eet and his Sight 

r Unng the “^^h«:'hour of nighl?” 

fowSSlSS Presencefwith 

o*5^S^4‘l»V4r^i^Sl^^®^ ling ’ ranrm v rin ff> 



rrmcr or oxnrcjr.ro. 




the passion of the beautiful Nardssa, overmastering every fear and 



equal, though of 

his love. Alafc "'doomed* . lobe ' ii hdec^iyci^t of his 
noble birth, his- fortune* and deserts, he was oppos^ ^ of 

that very gallad^ which had acquired for him So ‘ ta - 
tion at his adversary's cost Yet since he had beeVm^Uitl^J&ed to 
Xarcissaf he had wholly abandoned his former pursuits; Jid-hadgrqwn 
gentle, studious and eager to oblige all around him, the lijetter fd mo it 
the love of one so good and beauteous as he felt she her 

parents, apprehensive of his passionate disposition aind' esigSt; 'spirit, 
received his proffers coldly; and in as gentle terms as possible, 
informed him they had already selected another party, to whpin they 
h**d ptomised their daughters hand. 

Theodore seemed thunderstruck at this reply ; he rg:tir^d \y.ithout 
baying a word, and early on the same evening sought interview 
with Narcissi. M I have had a bitter struggle,” he said, i n ’deep and 
mournful accents, “to prevail on myself to see you thi^ , evening. I 
did hardly think I could outlive the day; for to livcwlihQhtyou is 
death. This Very day I spoke to your parents ; they assured. tfffc you 
were already betrothed to another; that they had passpd-tbei,r- word, 
and that it : was impossible for them to recall it. They, had the heart 
to say thisto the being who has loved you for years ! I have lost you, 
unless y&, rhy Narcissii-you — love like 1 do, and dardJtO pht your 
affection to the proof. My God ! 1 shall live to see you ’Snathe arms 
of anotheT j but if you have not deceived me, you will both 

from such a fatc r Say only the word, and /shall be your jpftiftf, y° u *' 
promised, betrothed ; spite of parents and all.the 
a Theodore^' replied the lovely girl, “ if it be 


its to 

marry* a child without her own knowledge, then, ther ^lK<^tn I be 
lost to ybu/foVwith my will and consent it never^sB'aj^:^ done. 
Your love Worthy of me. Oh, yes, more ! descTvingj^o^4han all 
] can do/ : ^ould^ my prayers and tears be of np .aV^^&ls my 
a f t'ection/tb^t "could urge me to anything sooner- my 

hand to one^ovwhmn my heart recoils. While my patc^forbear 
to use compT^d^bbweyer, I will do nothing 
may confide m^pyoirdj in my heart, more, Thg0o|^^1(i^ God 
bless and prot^M jit thousand times, dare a 

sweet good ^bc^iraged then 

re i l -".his beloved^ ^ v " MT "' 
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mailing evening, happening to see Theodore approaching, he conceived 
it was incumbent Upon, him, to compekhim tQ. retire ; and he accosted 
him. Skir, anxious uot t0 

; but neither 

coil rtei^orchtmtites prikluc^^ young man at- 

t^ckeij.,hjhi;;^n<i Theodorew/is to) dra^jivl^s defence. He 

ret ireijt'at, the same time, without oi^ce taking , advantage *of his adver- 
sary ;/ until imputing it to cowardice, the brbthcr, grew still more 
enraged, calling on him by his name, and venting every opprobrious 
epithet a, t his;expensc.c “ I am no coward,*' replied' the gallant lover ; 
“ whoever . says it is deceived— not to say he lies, i wpuld not hurt 
you ; fjobfe. too like your sister, whom I love to distraction. ‘ You 
knov^jbry .name, and I know yours ! forbear, sir, at your peril, and let 
me retir^ vTt was in vain he warned and besought him; till, tired 
almost 'beyond patience by the desperate onset, Theodore at length 
wounded ftim/in the sword arm, to prevent yielding his. own or taking 
his enemy** life. He then sought refuge in the nearest monastery, to 
avoid the first burst of the father’s anger ; torn with regret and trouble 
at the Idea .pf ^having offended the family, and incurred the displeasure 
of her he\adored ; for he knew the whole would be laid, to jhus charge. 

During., this interval Theodore’s rival, Valerio, .had not been idle; 
presum(ng iipon the former’s ill-fortune, and his own merits, he con- 
certed with Narcissa’s favourite maid, whom he had bribed into his 
interest,, to be admitted to a secret, premeditated interview, for which 
they ha&j5Q artfully laid their schemes, as would put it out of the 
power^twy Altered themselves, for the unfortunate young. lady longer 
to refui^lus sui^. Accordingly, one evening, as the unsuspecting girl 
was folding, up a letter addressed to her beloved Theodore* .she ,sud- 
deniyjj^w the shadow of a man upon the side opposite wherg she was 
hiuing ;/;ahfftit the same moment hearing a noise as if frengi the place 
of his conce^hneht, she ran to the window in great began 

to cry p|t fb^ l^elp. Her brother, who was within heariiig t instantly 
rushedifiip Wpbpartment, with his sword drawn, ohly just in 

time to i^hoT^the figure of a man, which that moment issued from a 
plaGe^^^^ilmcnt, and rushed past him. Hp. .^".Jnasked, and 
of his being Theodore, the brpthe^rpt^ued him, but 
he by leaping out of an open, wind, pttr-into Ihe garden, 

>v* l-Jo- &t no great 
distatt%V|^^ them to secure 

Tlico ? that fftlbthteir •. hou se. H e was 

^their retu 
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The indignation of Narcissa’s family at the injury thus aimed at 
their honour, and ^vhi^ chargeof Theodore, was 

beyond their 

assuring her th$t!;they ; fe make 

his escape froi^tW/^ractt’, , Valerio thus miUico ; 

while the u n hap0 v i*lveO(lbre , a prey to grief and mad- 

dened with the„ idea that the person found concealed.^tght. possibh 
be some more; favoured rival. But what most can firing J»I$ worst 
fears, was the conduct of Narcissa's family, *who now insisted that 
Theodore shouid instantly receive her hand, as the oflIyiu£aft$>f ic- 
pniring the wounded honour of the lady. The whole, of -h6i; relations 
united in this demand, insisting on its fulfilment in the most haughty 
ferms ; all which' made Theodore only the more recoil frpm it, eagerly 
as he had before sought an union with her. It was a bkter&truggle ; 
for he still maintained his innocence, and con seq neatly some other 
person must have obtained admittance to the lady’s room 5 for all 
which he to be made answerable, lie therefore refused to accept 
Narcissa*s hand until the real culprit should be discovered,. dearly as 
lie valued such a prize. Truth, honour, justice both to hiifiself and 
his Narcis$a, forbade it. ■ s , t \, *\ 

These tidings threw Narcissa into an agony of grief; She appealed 
to heaven against the injustice of Theodore, and, unacquainted with 
his motives, in the first burst of indignation she threw herself at 
her father's .feet, weeping, and entreating his forgiveness for having 
placed. ’fier heart’s affections upon so unworthy an objectV blu: 
prayed* too, for death, attesting her innocence in the whole, of that un- 
happy night's adventure. She knew nothing of the treacherous trans- 
act ion pwhicfr had, deprived her of all happiness and peace. This, 
however, spoh came, to light j, for it was part of the ^raitOsp^roject to 
confess^ jbilhe father, who, making a secret of daughter, 

instantly/|dht‘ for him, insisting, as he had doflp Theodore, 

that be $hmdd "wipe off the insult by marrying lus daughter without 
delay, 

In theJtUmult ^of her anguish and despair, that unbappyy&iughter 
red ecahe^l^opledge of obedience she had just giveji hptrfetKer, and 
put a clim^'^ ber misery, by suffering herself to be* cpnd^j|id;to the 
altar, prohpjm&a^; th©« fatal vow, which must 
the object became 

cruel and '^^^k^hn^slohly gave a keener' 

What sensat^ whefl, 
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of vindicating his wife’s honour, that it was he who had been discovered 


his lost/mrcissa- jjptb had; oecome t.tr^;v^i^s^;gt . $■ consummate 
villain i^cf Wtfi v^ihly' lainented ln seoi^t ovS fl^ nitterncss of their 
lot. ' haste/ 9 pxdiim^ tjie ffnhappy; foyer} u full speedily 

didst thptt "revenge thyself, Narcissa, on my imputed Offence. Hadst 
thou but delayed oiie day, once seen thy Theodore, pre this fatal error, 
these burning, fiears—these agonies of tortured love— bate— revenge— 
v ould not litVebeen mine. But tremble, traitor! tremble both ! for I 
must haypV. two fold revenge.* ‘ ‘ . 

By their; mere intensity, however, these fiercer fceltftgi wore them- 
selves 5 >Mt|^ahd gave place to darker and gloomier ; and then more 
fixed an&resigned sorrow. Though often brooding over, revenge, he 
seemed, to have lost the power of action : and feeling he had it still in 
iiis hands, he grew irresolute how to employ it. Poor NaTcissa’s fate 


gr.inco'Jsg Still nurtured in his breast, and then abandon his native 
place WJ&JCtA' But how should he effect this, for the jealous; -Valerio 
A\atcbea^ver his prize with the avidity of a miser over bis treasure, 
and th^y^iiance and fierceness of a bird of prey. He accompanied 
her wherever she went, and arrayed her in the most splendid and 
costly- iitire^the better to enhance her dazzling beauty in tllpfoyes of 
her admifPrs, and enjoy the secret satisfaction their envy excited. 

What hdj)P6f Theodore obtaining access to one thus guai;ded ? but 
"hat isf|m|K^^ible to disappointed love and despair?. HW' deeply 
would figf^LCe ‘have felt the humiliation of having recoprse^jLo the 
st vatageiivlie' now did. He doffed his courtly robesdnd dress, 

and, disgu^gd in that of a woman, set himself to; pry int^Jfe move- 
ments until one evening, observing him foayebfome on a 

visit tor^^^p^lt^look the opportunity, and sou|K^'J^^tance at 
the hoU^3W?imout the least suspicion, he was^cqnduc^lnto Nar- 


(’ i ssa’s.d^^ietUiand found himself in the prcsene^®J(^rfbr whom 
Ik- ha^pelllysb'' rfipclt What a trial for'botb’t^' ii-.MsVa begged 
thc her cloak, and be. sea^V^ertainly, if 




mi: ij-'ihcr or hjjxg :\\7 %r «v .n ri\ 
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Away, away ! for you Jk{l.ow Ijovgd-rtjiat it is you, wlip stoop my so 
in tears and °h uorse 


“ that it 


had so been ; v ^f!!®6^t£ja;s f feeYrii^ mpto tlie veiv 

soul. I see uot io: to know 

one lldng,--aif6 you resigned ■ to your lot, to, Hyc aa^o^d^ are \ou 
happy in your second choice? if so, I ought to bid and 

no longer sited; these unmanly tears. Is your lord aVhapp^AS In- is 
fortunate, for treason hath won the prize? are you fiotjhls r"are you 
not prepared to. grant his smallest wishes, and to. play the v c^i6l tyrant 
only with me? .Yes— do it, do it ; and in return, I wilf'da^ugs. dial 
shall make the world weep and wonder, for the power, the vengeance 
is mine, t brood over it day and night j the cons cimj sness. is sweet. 
1 delay, it* for that; but when it conics, it shall sweep ypu;'all like 
a whirlwind from the earth.” /V ♦ * ? - s . 


It was long before Narcissa had power to reply; a flood of tears 
drowned lifer voice. At length she cobbed out, “ My, cruel,, parents 
married the, but. they could not make me love, they could uot'mfcke me 
forget you”, “ You love me, then ? tdl me you yet love** cried Theo- 
dore, in jan exulting tone, “ that you were deceived — compelled — a n v - 
thing— yidy that you never loved Valerio, that you do npt love the 
traitor “Never, never,” saicl the lady, bitterly^; “you know f 
always ipVed you. It was my father, it was you, Theodore, who did it 
all you refused to accept my proffered hand,” and she covered 1, ( r 
free with 1 her hands, and wept. “Wretch, madman; , that J was,” 
exclaimed .Theodore, “ but you know not how vilely treated, 
aspersed,; dishonoured ; you know not all, or you would' w$£p, too fur 
me. Itl^past — I-was doomed; let it be so. Only dec^tey on yet 
love n|4;and I will forget all and bless you, for I stijl^aore you.” 
“ Kill Skt^but do not ask me, Theodore I cannot, I to tell.” 

“ Whafi : V?hat?.” enquired her lover, eagerly, i: quick< to|yine, or this 
night shqll end my agonies and doubts.” “ How Jt then,” 

cried # tli^{aflrfghted girl, “fondly, truly love you, Theodo&^apd her 
head sitii^ipoh his breast, as she murmured the pressed 

her madly^b^is bosom ; their lips met, and that to 

rest, ^hc dashed away 



’10 
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her flowing fact; too long, a stranger there. She adjusted her 
flowing tresses! an^reSO longer the woe- worn 

being to open 

before happy in 

it ; as Ket#|s% first’ and his, his 

onlywdS^mbW;'', ['V^ 'pi?T : ' 

He hjS"l(6 sbbher'teft het 1 ) than She sat down to wtitfe to him ; and 
she nd fehger Wed io^conceal the Codings which lie inspired, and 

wh i ch a^tUhtcd n£r • every though t. J ust at this period, and ere it 
rcachedi^heoddre^ he received tidings of the death of a, worthy rela- 
tive, and' he?hg;the sole heir, he was required to set out; instantly for 
TalavcfrS^^^sai^bus of despatching the affair, and rfcturhmg as soon 
as poSs^Sl^^dtOpped a few lines to Narcissa, announcing the event, 
and h is'"s^bdy rct u rn . Ife then set out, while Narcissa, supposing he 
had r ccewetf her letter, of which he said not a word, and eager to take 
measureS^fof her joining him, instantly replied to his communication 
that sheORtteftted he would riot set out : that she must firstjsee him, 
and that he would then hear of a plan which might ndt perhaps dis- 
please Hltfi. ' This was no less than to unite her fate to his, and fly the 
hated protection of her husband ; and she conjured him potato leave 
her another day in his power, if he really loved her as sincerely as he 
profossedj knd as truly, as distractedly as she now loved l\im. ' w 'Wae 
he oneg^td 'depart without her," she concluded, ” he might re^t assured 
he would neycv again see her alive— never more his.** ■ *' 7 V' 


To awonian who thus loved ; who had so long loved; arid-in the 
power of a tyrannical husband, who had obtained her hand by^n act 
of criicl t^eachory, which she abhorred as much as she didthe 3 aitthor 
of it : wnat a shock to her feelings when she heard that Thead#e had 
leally set out, and, as she imagined, in spite of all Her pra^ers and 
entreatie^^twithstanding even her offer to accompany hi^^Kd be 
for ever lSi)»^,She now recalled to mind his former itfifeal' ^jceceive 
her hand^ftfib^c^em ptory injunctions of her father and nge 
susptcio^g^^. across her mind, even from wliat; Itedv^ecenily 
occurred^m^Sh*^efy chamber, that Theodore ha 4 J]^^y'' never 
intendedn^gritbfe sKer his wife, and sought her lessTrc^^fl n gs of 
atlachm]^Sp^^jm : pique and revenge against ^^>r| 0 ortunatc 
rival. 'extreme ; she felt isTie:1f^^$:40k^ed, if 

ljot sco^^ **as up in W^^^^^^^supposcd' 


■ virtuous, 

ic would 
t strong 
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passions, Narcissa had a rejigioys mind ; and after many tears and 
struggles, she began Jtg; a ipqrc reasonable, if 
not a more sfee wished, 

because she too, 

husband, Val^^^turi^d : horned the 

apartment. WSd"A>vare of his own treachefeuB^n^®^'4^3 what 
little title he ha<f tq her affections or regard, he felt ^S^M^ithcrto 
only been tolerated, if not hated by his own wHfe ; and h^rq^^Jready 
gratified his vanity by displaying her charms to the envy df iheSVorld, 
lie now became eager, by every means in his power,; qfjeqii^tating 
her, and induting her by the most unweaiied sol i c ilu de" iin<f ^ih^ne s s 
to forget what had passed. He knew he did not posSe^'h^tpteart ; 
and as he how both admired and loved her, this had at ieh^bffed>me 
the favourifc pbjcct of his hopes and wishes, in order to qmwn his 
good fortune, and secure her safety and his own, by m^fifaig hylniself 
master of Ijer affections, as well as of her person and her fbrthhp. 

Nor did" liis. usual good fortune forsake him here ; fie could not 
have addressed himself to the task at a more propitious moment He 
brought with him a variety of the most costly and splendi# presents, 
such as hW cbnceived most adapted to gratify the elegance of her taste. 
He pfpsciiited them with delicate and humbled air ; he thetv seated 
himself near tier, and after a pause of some moments, he bent' his knee 
to the ground, and with deep emotion besought her forgiveness; 
assuring her of his heartfelt contrition, his remorse,, and sprfow at 
having stToften given her cause to complain of his conduct* A* the 
same tlmebp declared his unalterable regard and attachment; his 
unceasioj^loysf; ‘ if she could only flatter him that the moment would 
come, \yhe|?f having expiated his offences by sincere regtet/fdr what 
had occurr^ slje would gratify him by the hope of q retotrilv^arcis^a 
was strangely surprised, a nd affected ; such la nguage; her, 
but it waV^^thO;less. agreeable at that moment. it 


might excited pain, if not vexation , . 

smart ing^^^tltin was under conflicting emotjop^j 
confidenc^v^dUty t ^assian, honour, religion, 
her best ^ * 


ft; 


at her (re&fj 
to- seek reM 
the sougiffri 
burst of pai 
forgiveness i 
she woul£ 3 
if doubting the^ 
surprise, fn a I 


forgive, to love him; 
dfotft > the, bitter feelings “ 
tidfthro^hg ‘ 
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and beautiful wife to his bosom ; and from that moment their recon- 
ciliation^ was.;C6X^ most unremitting 

in. the full 

had n'^^^SrS^VeC Ttuii^Vnd ' th^Sl^e love him as well as 

he no^^^efyed- .„ She no longer, Wep^-no. ' l^jiger thought of 
Thcx)dcjpei _ r Or : the , cause of his rieglpct hnd ahse'ncf J . and in the new' 
and virtuous, sentient that absorbed her, had $6.if$r tfmquercd her 
love pr indi^na^ion, that she played he might never return. 

Meanwhilp, the unfortunate Theodore had been pursugcl by the same 
unluoky'v destiny Which had attended him from the. first. After his 
arriv^^ 'X^Iayera, he had written twice to his NarciSsa ; but both his 
letter^mU Valerio’s hands, and served to confirm, him in the 
coursevhp, >ytshcd to pursue, of repenting of his previous faults and 
errors^ jjmd striving to obtain the affections of his wife.* These he 
had np\| effectually secured, and was beloved with an excess of tender- 
ness ana devotion, that surprised even Narcissa herself, and made him 
one of the happiest of mankind. , * a 

On his return from Talavcra, Theodore sent a secret message to his 
Nardfesa, to infonn her of his arrival, and to complain, of; her never 
having Answered his two previous letters. He received ho reply; 
and onjntaldng further inquiries from those well acquainted, with the 
partrbSj thc invariable reply was, that they were quite w v ell ;f~*a jgattem 
of behpvolencc and excellence to all aiound them-— courteous, charit- 
able, and beloved ; most affectionately and passionately .attached 
to eacjh’pther : in short, one of the happiest couples in the place. 

Refipptipg on the short interval that had elapsed, this /strange and 
astounding intelligence grated harshly on Theodore’s feelings ; nor 
were those of Narcissa less painful, though arising from ^different 
sourcp^Shp trembled only for the safety of her hpsbarid 5 , and the 
a iolen^W/tatPpdore led her to apprehend some seriouS rditdt. Yet 
she wit|^^ttjy^d neither to speak nor write to him, and ayo^ed going 
out of .or ever. walking alone* .. *’ * ; / v '; \ 

StuMi&i^je^lousy and rage at her continued, ^l^cc/from which 
he tiwpnj^that' he. was forgotten, Theoddr^j^l^lited ’ in the 
bittefdj^^pp|i;^art}— u Thou fickle wanton indeed so 

S00n '^^^Kp^?^'^Wh at love-spell hath hp^t/t^^.thee, that 
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indifference and contempt ?* Thus lamented the unhappy Thcoduie, 
while the object of liis^y^ the safet\ of 

ever, from the a 

mother. At ■iInadent'“Qccurj^i^^^^j^du<5ed a 

sudden and terrife^charigc iii the miiHl and fe|llngi of ^hppdore ; 
from that moment;' lie no longer indulged in Jiop^lj 3 SfsJ$oxt^ ami 
sullen despair, but roh$cd Iiimself to fearful and desperat^fetfod> . On 
returning one evening from the public walks, which he 

heard the sound’ 1 of mirthful voices approaching him, a»d ^ud|enJy 
turning into another path, he came opposite to the party/.;;|j^was 
Narcissa, accompanied by her husband and several of lii^/ri.^ds ; 
she seemed in the highest spirits, and it was her gay laugh wdn|fe\had 
first struck upon his startled soul, the same he had so often Iichri in 
die golden days of their young and happy love. He had instinctively 
lied from it } but it was only to come opposite the whole paftyj arid to 
fix his eyes upon her face -upon the wile of the proud and happy 
Valerio, who jpined in her free and caivle.s laugh. Theodore Stood 
rooted to the spot ; mingled rage and horror -dml from his eyes ; — ull 
of injured pride — the blackest haired, ami the bitterest reproach, 
were concentrated in that one look. It met the eve <.f Narcissa ; and 
smote on her heart like the boll that tolled In r doom. Shu uttered a 
cry of terror, and would have sunk to the earth, had not her friends 
hurried hey from the spot. They passed on ; but there stood, tlte un- 
happy Theodore, motionless as a statue, in the same attitude; his 
glaring eye Axed as when it met the basilisk glance nf its enemy.,; bn, 
hands clenched in the same agony of rage and despair ; and in his 
whole figure and expression, the picture of him writhing under the 
folds of thef destroying serpents, yet defying and struggling with his 
doom ; for the serpents of hatred and revenge iverc fast coiling around 
his soul. he started from bis trance, he was no longer Sesame 

— the demob had’ taken possession of his soul. He waSj^ad with 
hate and l^V^nge; and his hrniu was busy with a tho usamU^tfrlti i n g 
projects hriwtef inflict the speediest and most deadly retyipftion on 
the heads of hfe persecutors. ' 'V 

From this jantyfhe resolyed to watch the motions of dog 

his footstep^yhere^ vc r he went. Unsatisfied with 
mode of, determined to make him feet>^||^rihie 

destiny ; and with. this to 

entrap him ^ - He took his station nea^ w 

his h ated^amf^j^^^^Crf ^al nccusto med .tp to 

was to close thfe and 
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dilapidated building, apart from the more frequented spots, and which 
lie had engaged ior hU especial purpose. There, disguised and armed, 
he aw?utetl Ah^faYou'tftble moment to" dart forth upon his foe, and 
drag hUbalfrremto its fatal precincts^ Itcame, and swift as the winged 
vcYigfchhce of the thunderbolt, he seized upon his ’prey. Wounding 
him with a dt%ger in the neck, he then hurled him over the threshold, 
thrust a gag into his mbuth, and hound him hand and foot with cords. 
The wound was not mortal, and under threat of instantly dispatching 
him; he compelled Valerio to write an account to his Narcissa of his 
having tnct^with a dreadful accident, and beseeching her to hasten to 
him, but wholly unaccompanied, as ‘die valued his life. This he had 
conveyed to the lady with the utmost secresy and despatch : and it 
was not long befoie she made her appearance, in extreme agitation 
and alarm. The door opened, and the features of the indignant 
Theodore met her startled ga/o. She shrieked aloud, and attempted 
to retreat; but it was loo l,i*o; in inly grasp.’d by the arm of Theodore, 
she was hurried forwaid in»*> tin* np.mment where lay the form of 
Valerio, p:de, wounded, .uul m bond.;. Wlul an object foi his fond 
and distracted wile ! Sue Hew 'owntd* him ; she threw her arms 
around him ; while buu r and piercing tries attested the agony of her 
filings. I»ul Theodore, exi tied to iln idiuo'.t pitch of rage and 
jealousy at the ninth:* of h>\. ami u mb rms*. die displayed, lost sight 
of his previous intention*, of boh' dug the lingo: ing torments of 
separation he had pirpami for thorn ; he rudely tore the weeping 
lady from her hudvind^ arm's, ami after heaping upon her even- 
epithet of scoin, and every indignity he thought could give a fresh 
pang to the soul of his onre haled iiv.il. he stabbed her before his 
eyes, and the next inaani pinny. * 1 the weapon still deeper into his 
own bosom. U would ha\e been an act of mercy first to have freed 
her husband from the horrors of tJial sight ; but he was left alive, as 
if by a refinement of the ci tidiest row ngc, in a state of suffering and 
distraction not to be described. He was thus found by some of the 
police of the city, early in the ensuing morning; to whom, before 
breathilijg his .last, he communicated the particulars of this horrid 
instance^ Infuriated love, despair, madness, and revenge. 
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CM* tliiiS novelist we meet with no account, either in Nicholas 
Antonio, or any other biographical author of his a**c, thra uouUl be m 
the least deserving of extraction fur the c\c of the English reader/ 



THJE FOUNTAIN OF TRUTH. 

IK the province of Syria, there was once a large and populous ciiy 
called' Palmy rina, amongst, the noble inhabitants of which, was «i 
young-lady of more than ordinary attractions, who forms Ibc* subject 
ofour talc. She was named Libia, am! v. as possessed of great beauty, 
enhanced moreovu by virtue and discretion. 3 [er parents were dead ; 
and as she had inherited considerable wealth, opportunities were not 
wanting wherein she might li.ivc < Ik/'.-n with advantage, amongst the 
numberless suitors to her regard. lint it uas in vain that her attention 
was courted by the crowd, fur her heart had been long engaged to one 
alone. The youth who had been so fortunate as to gain the infection 
of this beauty, for whom m> many Mghcd, was a native of the same 
city with herself, named Just um. Hi-, family was rich, and he was 
distinguished as a young man of a handsome and prepossessing ap- 
pearance, and great gallantry of character. 

. is hot^urprising, therefore, that the youthful lover should have taken 
advantage of the favourable disposition of his mistress^ and pressed 
hi$ syaft^vith such effect, that her cov, yet not unwilling: consent, was 
Gb#uhe&. to make him tlic happiest of men. It oftemftappens, liow- 
eveftjhat the urchin gocl takes a perverse pleasure in raisipg obstacles 
Sappiness of his votaries, and such was unhappily the present 
c£s$/&At£feiji period of our tale, when the Emperor : GauCnus swayed 
th e , the Roman empire, there arose in .the Rast a great 
wa^^^ftmea Admelus. His great s$icccss£g ' had 'rendered him 
inhabitants of Palmyrina hadgreat '‘reason to fear 
tli^^^scl'w^a longing eye on their wealthy": 4n4 popu lo us city. 

^ * n doubt respecting' ids/ indentions, for ;is- 
sem^|^M|^berous army, he invested their city, kpcl called on them 
that the spirit^o5ihb;J^)|J^wa^ displayed. 

the lovers ; 
devotions had 
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his soul was not debased by the enervating draught, and he burned 
with a noble ardour to signalise . himself .amongst his country's 
defenders. ,, > 

Libia beheld these symptoms with dismay; S ho thought, not of the 
danger or glory of her country, but she loved like; & and xo n - 

filing woman, and saw nothing but the danger" which w^s; shortly to 
encompass the only object of her hearth adoration. But there was 
little time for reflection, for the affairs of the city rapidly. approached 
their crisis. The enemy made their approaches with such skill, that 
daily advantages were gained before the walls, anc\»the soldiers Of.' the 
"arribon, iriitatvd by the temerity of their foes, became clamorous for a 
sully. It was therefore determined to abandon the defensive, and give 
battle to the enemy on the following day. On that night the 'dis- 
consolate Libia shut herself up in her apartment, and indulged freely 
in the sorrows which the unhappy aspect of affairs created. It was 
the hrst real grief her young heart had ever known. She wept; but 
tears brought no relief, for she knew not but on the morrow she might 
he deprived of all that endeared her to the world. She was soon 
joined by Justhfo, whose grief was scarcely les-s vivid than Ijter own, 
notwithstanding his eager anticipation of the victory in which he 
hoped to bear a part. 

“ Dear Justino,” cried the weeping Libia, 44 if it be true that you love 
me, why should you wish to render me the most afflicted of human 
beings ? Go- not forth to-morrow ; stay with me, and let othcr$ rticet 
ihc danger they are better enabled to bear ? * “ And is this the advice 
Libia gives to her Justino? that he should be dishonoured amongst 
his countrymen. No, if you have the slightest regard for me t you 
would not be anxious that I should show my love for you in. the idle 
and useless pursuits which have hitherto occupied my attention, 4>ut 
rather that my -energies should be directed to some nobler enterprise. 
You may then .be proud of your lover, ennobled by as 

Orlando formerly achieved for his Angelina; ZerbittCL for^hi?,liabel, 
and Rugero for Ins Bradamanta. No, let me enter the ii^ts ^Cfame, 
dear Libia, find", become more worthy of thee” . : 

14 Then if such.be your determination, deny me not 
which can alonejjitelc me. Take me with you, and; I. swea£% the 
faith which I h^Hm^ady plighted, to possess myself witha coq^^pus 
heart, and ar mShncf accoutred as yourself, to fight by yo^||#^>vith 
a resolution tMphbulti not, disgrace the bravest qf 
this, alas, is and'" not. for n*y 

could not be other^i^^th^ mQ^d Viththe de he 
loved. 44 No, sweet ^l 5 »Uld<ieay 
but for thy honour arid tit ttjqMfeatc 

limbs endure the weight* $ ^or of 

war. Remain where tliou ^f?urvf<^yT^^V«hcmber 
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that, while I tread the earth, thou art ever sure of the love of thy 
Justino.” Libia threw herself into his arms at these words ; but not- 
withstanjdt»g;tl^ st$htifrients which, the’ firm language of her lover 
manifested; the gcritfedterr'es bf h'iS'heaft Vere rt clearly visible in his 
c> es»i ‘ •'*»* * i, .* 

When the first rays of the morning sun began tp glimmer in the 
east, the tocsin of war was sounded, and each prep&red for the coming 
tight. With great parade, but with very little order, the defenders of 
the city sallied forth to meet the enemy, hoping by a vigorous attack 
to relieve tlieir CityJYomthc threatened assault. Thc affair was quickly 
decided; 

The "city troops, unaccustomed to war, and possessing but little 
discipline, could not withstand the more regular form of the enemy. 
They \vcte checked on the onset ; confusion soon ensued, which was 
followed by a disastrous flight. The greater part of the citizens were 
left dead on the field, and the city itself, with all its inhabitants taken 
in arms, became the spoil of the conquerors. Amongst the prisoners 
was Justino, who was taken after a bravo but useless resistance, and 
sent to the town of Nisia, two hundred miles from lfte native place, 
and witfiin a short d»stance of the court of Odinatus; He was there 
sold hs ja slave to a rich and piospcrous merchant of the city. There 
the unhappy Justino remained, abandoned to his 'ill-fortune, lament- 
ing his deplorable lot, and his cruel separation from his beloved and 
beautiful Libia. Though his accumulated misfortunes-pressed heavily 
on him; that which he most felt was his continual ignorance of her 
fate, and ’ what had befallen her during the confusion* of the war. A 
\ cat Md already passed in this state of slavery, and still he could 
gaitt 'Sh tidings of Libia. At times he was almost , desperate, his 
imagination beguiling him into a thousand unhappy subhtses. At one 
t imd h^5ymd(i suppose that the delicate thread of her; listen ce had 
bech Sr^ady divided ; and then again he would* ^iffRctjjhhnself with 
the belicf, thht with the variable nature of w om ah she had' repented of 
her biig^g^'nent ; sometimes he would rest from ’ his labour, and 
io the most delightful an ticipatlpns, and which were 
his anxiety and chagrin. Bu®%t^anmcal master, 
idleness formed the greater part qr^toclancholy, com- 
m roj&tr to an unfrequented and lbni^^ppcl, about two 
lea|ii^p^^ return with a certain quaft till y ipfu el . Obedient 
to )i% i ^paster, J nstino , tQok jhis hot without 

a that, lie tyasfaf li^^tb |riaulgc his griefs 

u t middle of the 

fritott hie recollected his task, 

and < comnSS^^ntl tb cut"' ttie wood required of him. 

i' x ' S ' 



T1JE FOUSTAtH OF TRUTH. | *21 

After a time, he rested from his labour, when, fatigued and thir&ty, 
and looking around him, he saw, to his great delight, a clear and 
copious fountain, which, diseharg^ifrom numhferless little channels a 
sparkling stream of the purest Thi$wAs,\ia fount ai n of 

Truth, which, bufcied in thWdepth^ bf the sothhie S#cl been yet 

undiscovered by any “hat himself. Overjoyed at. the '4fee^;ery, thoiigh 
unaware of its hidden virtues, the thirty Justino approached its brink", 
and looking with” delight into the depth and purity of ‘thfijf watCr, saw, 
with astonishment^ in its bosom, a vivid portrait, or ratherthc'ttatural 
and actual resemblance of his adored Libia, as fair and bc&htiful as 
his imagination had framed her. Ignorant of the natural effect of the 
water, and alive ouly to the representation before him, he remained 
for a time lost with surprise ; but recovering from these first emotions, 
he commenced,; in a strain of the most impassioned language, to dis- 
charge the feelings of his heart. For some time he continued, this 
amorous colloquy, until -forgetting the unsubstantial nature of the 
vision before him, he dashed his arms into the water. The crystal 
surface was immediately defaced by a thousand ripples, and ihe image 
of Libia Wasjtost. When Justino found that he lost, by his- rash- 
ness, the beautiful vision of his beloved, he bo wailed his misfortune 
aloud, as though the forest trees could compassionate his distress ; 
but after a time, returning disconsolate to the fountain, the movement 
of the waters having subsided, he again beheld the countenance of 
l.ibia, bright as ever. It was a long time before Justino could 'tear 
himself away irom such a beloved object ; but, at last, fatigued. with 
wearying the woods with his complaints, he summoned reason and 
resolution to his aid, and ascribed, philosophically enough, the .vision 
which he beheld to the working of a morbid imagination. Having 
reasoned himself into this belief, he commenced loading the goats 
with the wqad, he had cut, and it was late before he retraced his 
solitary road to tlie city. * , /kfcf'. 

It was on^e evening before the defeat of the city tree*; t$at we 
left the beifttifal*, heroine of our tale, a prey to the grief Which was 
unhappily realised in the loss of her beloved Justino*, ■ ,When;the city 
of Palmyrina wa$ abandoned as a prey to the conquerors, the 4|8m lC( i 
girl, foreseeing ; the, dreadful consequences’ to the unpro^cied, and 
dreading theTbrut&lity of the victors, bid her househ(dde;|0^^heir 
safety ; and secfirlhg a considerable sum in gold and jewets)di$ipised 
herself as a peasant boy, and then mingling with the 
children, she ^oted^ty^ ^ ^ 

arouse her 

his release from l)omaig§ hisj^tiTjltfe. r It 

that females, especially %■ the 
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breast of Libia, hesitate long in acting on their determination ; and 
Libia had up sooner resolved, on the enterprise, than, without heeding 
difficiilty.“Qr.^a^ er / s t e hastened to put ifcvbfto execution. Alone and 
uuguide^^y.'tooK her way to Ktsi^Jn^whkh city was the court of 
Odinatui, .whither, she justly ,su^posed, jusfiho/with other captives 
would: taken. It was not till after, a : cpnsijAfe^ble time, that she 
drew near the famous capital of the conqueror j" and during that 
perilous anft wearisome journey, it required all ■ the courage and 
fortitude with which its object had inspired, her, to overcome the 
privations and difficulties she encountered. 

It was in the afternoon of her last day's journey, that leaving the 
high road for a nearer path, she lost her way, and continued to wander 
for 4 ^considerable distance without any chance of regaining it, or 
meeting with any person to direct her. Her situation became truly 
distressing; day was declining, and she was in the middle of a tangled 
wood, from which there appeared no hope of egress, and at a distance 
from any human habitation. Wearied and dispirited, she threw her- 
self on the ground, and for the fust time since her journey, gave a free 
vent to lier tears. Her tender feet, which had never torched anything 
harder ,than the carpets of Ispahan, were now blistered by travel, and 
bleeding, from the thorns of the forest ; and her delicate skin, which 
was whiter than alabaster, and on which the breath of heaven had 
never-blown rudely, was now embrowned in the sun, and- chafed by 
the coarse garments she had adopted as her disguise:-. She was 
aroused from the indulgence of ui availing grief by a slight rustling- 
noise, andpn looking up uhe saw a stately stag, moving slowly along, 
apparently' .wearied with an escape from the hunters, and unconscious 
of he? Vicinity. Libia, in despite ol her own sorrows, could not but 
pity the noble creature, and following him with her dyps, saw him 
direct ; hf& steps to a beautiful and sparkling fountain, which she had 
not btfeerVed, to slake his thirst ; when the animal, however, arrived 
at the brinkj-aiid bending his head, instead of quaffing tfe refreshing 
stream^ seamed rooted to the spot, gating oh it$ bright surface as if 
bcwild^d ^lf h what he saw. Libia, surprised at' the emotion of the 
thirst^t^, Ascended a little eminence the better, to ascertain the 
to- her extreme astoilishment^he>figure of a hind 
be$i^4hj!&aS'0f the antlered stag, reflected frotnthfc glassy surface 
of . The stag, impatient at what he saw, plunged into the 

wat^-;^®'S^ ; 4^ < hM; what he wished to seek, ihunediately sprung 
froimtj^^^j^h^fegatned'the depths Astonished 
at Libia- descended |^i v |^:4staation, and ap- 

stag, soon 

beea and wonder 

'exact image of her 

lost } 'exfclainat ions followed, and for- 
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getting that the whole was an illusion* called him to come from 
his watery tenement, and^e|^$^^ for him b> 

never again separ&ting#^^ . image 

answered not by sig$ ' n a t o 
sallies, and she r .y$?$b^ was 

but a delusion df{H^r-exc(t^d imagination. *J : V S . „ . 

The shades’ oCJeyWning were closing before she Codl^ l^ayetl^e dear 
image ; and it ftas not' till the fear of passing the nighnS thpfe wild 
woods forced itself on her, that she began to think Oh .h^^tuation. 
On looking around to.discovcr, if possible, a path by which ^e r mighL 
estricaie herself from the dismal forest, she beheld to her ‘great jov 
the appearance of recent labour; there were branches of trees scatteied 
on the ground, as r though divided by the hat diet, and, bn closer in- 
spection, die , footsteps of human beings were clearly, visits She 
followed the track closely for some time, and at Inst had the satisfac- 
tion. to sec the towers of Nisia in the distance. Her strength' rc\ n ed 
with the liope that the reward of her pilgrimage was ht, band, and 
before the lyglit had well set in, she reached the place;- of her 
destination. , t 

It was not long before she commenced her search, but Object of 
her solicitude was nowhere to be found. She was in thcr mrdst of a 
large and populous city, where very few concerned themselves about 
the affairs, of ..their neighbours; it was therefore no great marvel, if 
the search fo? a slave who was seldom beyond his masters robf should 
prove unsuccessful. Libia, however, was not discouraged, by ill 
success ; and thinking that everyone must look on her Justino with 
the same, prepossession as herself, considered it not improha^hs that 
he might fee retained in some capacity about the coiirt; -SheKdeU r- 
miued, therefore, .to seek him within the royal precincts; and choosing 
a day of public' entertainment as offering the greater faeilUy*repai rc c l 
to the palace yajrd, .where slie might see the various suites^ of the 
royal famdy^ylL happened that the Lady Belinda, Ohr/dau^hter of 
the king, was , the first to arrive, and alighting from her C'O^Voyance, 
was received by a numerous cortege of nobles ; at tho'sabr^ 'tlibpicnt, 
Libia, anxiously pressin g forward to see the individuals who ^imposed 
her train, waslrudeiy struck by one of the officers in afieiidEaSc^aiid 
by the violence of the blow fell to the earth.. * 

The youth ^nd^^^Jr ; pf the boy, for such be, 

excited the crowd, tyho W^e 

hands on of -fhe : o,utra^|^'^P|^p;' not * 

claimed the 

of the disturban9_e, ; .wd£;i?r,^ her 

interesting 

manded her equerry ' ifcbe^gpy: ; uixdetf $r own 
domestics, until inquires could be'^made respeetihgT^^ The next 
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day Libia was again brought before the princess, and in answer to her 
questions, replied, that he was a native, of Europe; that he had 
travelled^O’^ in Consequence of the reat repute of the court o i 
King O^^^ and that he wished '"to the examples of 

nobilitjr ^nd^ politeness, which he had idng: 4esired to see. The 
princes^was charmed wi th the modesty and elegance of the supposed 
boy, and shortly afterwards, by the consent of the ming, her father, 
took him a^her page. 

It was not long, however, before this new situation of Libia began 
to create in her considerable uneasiness. Instead of 'enjoying greater 
facilities for the discovery' of Justino, as she had hoped, her time was 
so fully occupied with the princess, that she had not the slightest leisure 
to prosecute the inquiries, foregoing which, no splendours of situation 
could, i n the slightest degree, interest her. 

Emboldened by the continued favour of the princess, Libia con- 
templated the idea of confessing her disguise, and Soliciting her 
mistress’s assistance, but was disheartened by the dread of incurring 
the reproach attached to imposture. At last, not being able to endure 
her situation, which deprived her of all hope of seeing her loved 
Justino,^ she determined to acquaint the princess with the story of the 
phenomenon she had witnessed at the fountain, hoping that if she 
shouldexprCss a desire to see its effects, her. real history would be 
told by the explanation that would ensue. Accordingly* one day she 
look an. opportunity of relating the story of the stag to her mistress, 
which being considered as an extraordinary instance of the effects of 
imagination^ caused her infinite mirth: but on Libia protesting 
solemnjythat she could not be mistaken in what she actually beheld, 
the curiosity of the princess was excited ; and choosing, a convenient 
time, accompanied only by Libia and her equerry, she rode to the 
forest, wjhere Libia with some difficulty retraced the path which led 
to the;-'fafiritalh. The heart of Libia almost nxisgav^ljer as she 
approachedv- the water, which she felt confident "Wdixld oblige her to 
give the ^xp^nation from which she hoped everything, yet dreaded as 
the moment ^Ttived. They left the equerry with the horses, and the 
princes^ftakmg the atm of Libia, drew her towards the inargin* The 
niom^tO&y. looked into the beautiful and transparent, mirror, the 
princes? ||jcfere<| afamt scream of surprise, and looked>baek, as though 
cxpect^f#^ee^nie: v sti*anger behind them. But "finding they were 
alone>!^fe^%di v i#hat is this I not only thy 

;toeaujtiful yet lived to 

beh^l^f^fii^^eing that the roomenthad 4*t^d, ; threw herself on 
her ^PaHoiV ^ princess, if I 

have Fountain of Truth, 

V'hcte ts reflected by our 

side. y6h^!^oh^at^l(^iOn$ couptehatice which yonder glassy 
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surface presents, you will find some excuse, for me when I tell you 
that 1 have abandoned rty adopted a disguise 

which alike conceal&jr^^^ qf seeking 

one who is nearest is but 
the resemblance;^ ^ and 

still more when tibia related heir history ; at the cd^d^sioh of which 
Libia was overjoyed to receive the pardon of her mistr^^hcl the 
promise of concealment and assistance. /. , ; // 

But it happened, unfortunately for Libia, that the means-she had 
adopted to facilitate her object, very nearly caused the. destruction of 
her liopes for ever. The princess was young, and of an ardent and 
romantic disposition. The beautiful countenance of Justino, which 
she had beheld at the fountain, so haunted her imagination, that she 
could think of nothing else, day or night. She grew listless and 
melancholy, shunned society, and would often, in disguise,, wander to 
the fountain, and gaze enraptured on the features which/ she saw 
reflected from its surface, for the image of Justino was now dearest to 
her heart. Ope of the ladies of the court, to whom she was? much 
attached, divined the meaning of these symptoms, and drew from her 
a confession of the truth. Being thus possessed of the fact, and 
willing to cultivate the further favour of the princess, this intriguante 
dispatched secret emissaries over the cities amongst the slave-dealers 
and the masters of slaves, to purchase Justino at any price, for the 
service of the king. Such active means were not long without effect. 
Justino was soon discovered, his slave habiliments were exchanged 
for costly raiment, and he was conveyed in secret to the, palace. 
Nothing could exceed the surprise and pleasure of the princess, when 
her friend intimated to her what had taken place; and the force of 
love, that supreme leveller of all distinctions, now m&dte her think 
lightly on measures which might formerly ha ye excited hergreatest 
reprehensible But the all-consuming flame of love .seemed how to 
have altered her- nature ; for beholding the object of her secret adora- 
tion no lorigefthrough the veil of doubt and, obscurity* but almost at 
her very feet, she now saw no other obstacle to her pissfbm^but the 
presence of Ljbja ; .hqweyer, this was quickly obviated, by$$£ferring 
a slight charge ^ disobedience against the page to thc kibg^nd he 
was ordered ihto r confinement during her pleasure. Affairiy being in 
this train, it b^janie n&pess&ry to acquaint Justino, Jdlf. good 
fortune, undertook. jip^jMfenge 

which Jxistino^^^e^^pr^ indigence Jiis 

mind the mosty^^h^-j^at:hiftJi.^rty 

by what means llis 
not ' for itself, but 
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Tt was with astonishment, therefore, not unmixed with pain, that he 
learned th_c true pause of hi $ change. With his heart and mind 
already .demoted tp’ another, he felt it ii^posstble to return the love 
now prp^6d^hb i vv6V'er. flattering.; to Kia ^f-iovc^ fpom so exalted an 
individi^'v^e/Was not without a secret hope ti^it might prove a 
mistake/ fiaVIng no idea that the princess fcould hay^.ever beheld Iran, 
and itijgbt gain his liberty ’en. easier terms 'than surrendering 

his faith being ter whom he wa£' devoted. There was not much 
lime for reflection, for Justino was ushered into the presence of the 
princess by the intriguante already mentioned. He found her in a 
:nn.i 11 but splendid apartment of the palace, reclining on a low sot i 
supported by pillows, after the manner of the orientals, and unveiled. 

Thc/moMeht he entered she beckoned him to her, and pointing to 
an ottoman by her side, desired him to repose himself. Then reach- 
ing forth ber delicate white hand and arm, adorned with fillets of 
pearl, and resting it on his, she gazed for a few seconds' on liis 
countenance in silent w ondcr and admiration. “ Yes,” she exclaimed, 
as though to herself, <4 ’tis the very same ; the same features, the same 
i \presftioti* lt Pardon me, your highness,” said Justino? to whom the 
above scene was highly embarrassing, “ if I suppose there must he 
some misapprehension with regard to your servant.* “ None* she 
replied*, smiling ; %i 1 know you well. Justino, and am glad to learn you 
are bvave and noble, and therefore woithy my regard.” These words 
confounded poor Justino, who was lot.dly unable to reply. 41 Yes,” 
she rnjtfitttied, “ I cannot but confer to you that which many would 
n: veab wifh shame. But perhaps my situation, which places ir»e at 
such a disl&ace from my fellows, emboldens me; or the love which 
has Utkcff'possession of my heart urges me to declare whkt maiden 
modesty \jjbnld fain conceal. Justino, l have seen you, no matter how ; 
but your iriiage has haunted me since that moment. If I cknnpt elevate 
you to the ranll which I now hold, for you I will abandon" it, and be 
(.(intemed^ith your love.” Justinos heart was not of stone, and for a 
moment thought crossed him of the improbability ofever again 
K . ^ ut was only for a moment; 4 his belter feelings 

* ^ ‘ XelindaS .no heaii: ban"be proof against 

'tWbyes can gaze on your beauty unniQ^eti- But for me, 
covet is not worth the wish, T^ nOwbut a poor 
for 'my home, my friends, ahdfoy: country. H ow 
“*«F* of a slave ? ” “ you are exclaimed, 

honieand yO^cb^i^^'Sut nO ; Us not 
‘ than these. 

in appre- 
scorn, to deceive 

^'Who^is"' so* interwoven with m v 
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instantly 
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existence, that the separation can be with life aionc.” “Alas ! 
exclaimed Zelinda, covering her face with her hands to hide her grief 
and shame, “and is it -for from my rank, 
to seek the love of om ^hokhbwfihot hd^tb^lpe be scorned 
and despised ? h Y 

her tears ; “ go, dha^^Vihan'l perhaps 

now is in the afani M another j away/away .1. 
and fame, and leave a princess who loves yon, 

The sight of beauty in distress has ever been a tbnchitonO to the 
youthful heart * it is. therefore not surprising th# JufitinO'sHWd have 
felt its i nilu once. Honour, and every manly feeling fcurbado lnm to 
leave the princess in the affliction of which he, although tfn wittingly, 
had been the cause; yet he felt, that to linger in her prpsehce would 
bo to expose his feelings, naturally warm and susceptibly to & severe 
trial. Zelinda observed his irresolution, and mistaking its cause, 
sprung from the sofa whereon she had reclined, and threw herself into 
his arms. “ Yes,” she exclaimed, “ I was certain you could not leave 
me." Before she could be undeceived, or any explanation afforded by 


Justino, the#door of the apartment suddenly opened, and the king 
entered. The princess uttered a scream of terror, as she met the* ga/e 
of her astonished parent, and would have fallen, had not Justino borne 
her to the couch. Justino, though innocent, could not bttjt feel his 
situation critical, and prepared himself to meet the coming storm. 

The king, fpr a few moments, was at a loss to express tlie anger 
which swelled his breast at this unexpected sight. “ What base slave 
is this,” he at length exclaimed, “that dares to dishonour my family? 
Who art thou? and how do I find you here ?* Justino knew not what 
to reply, fearing to compromise the princess ; yet he met the glance of 
the indignant .monarch undaunted. “ Seize him,” £rw$' the king ; 
11 cast him headlong from the highest tower, arid let his base carcase 
feed the wolves/' Two officers sprung forward to execute thedreadful 
order, when theprincess fell at her father's feet, and embracing his 


I'll uiu HVIJVH' V*; j — , ' ~ , V,- . ' ' 

my father, andTtvill offer you such explanation as satisfy you of 
the honour of ^bur child.” <( Remove him,” said the see 

that he is forth<9&ing at a future time.” . \ 

Justino accoj^J^^- the officers, and left the priheesa ^h>tte with 
her father, whWj&^ well to ms&e 'fffijtijfip at a11 

to be gave ; jf Ustinov r»f 

to which he was* comfgwl??# yru well 
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provided with mats for repose, and on the tabic were some viands, 
apparently uptasted^ On. looking more closely around, Justino found 
lie wasnot ; mpn£> for; 'at the extremity 'pi^Jhe robm, lie beheld the 
tlgure of^yp^th reclining at his. length ^on. a! heap of malting, lie 
: i ppcarea ; ?ei$*er , asleep or wrapt .in reflection* and; Justino was too 
anxious apotit his own situation to speculate on that ,df another. The 
si lenee^^reigned was only interrupted by the ..heavy sighs which 
occasionallyVoke from the bosom of each, and told th.it grief was 
equally |>u$y with them. At last, Justino forgetting, that he was not 
alone, as his thoughts pressed heavily on him, -exclaimed, “ Alas ! 
to what am i pot reserved ; when will my misfortunes terminate ; but 
one short year has passed, and I am plunged from happiness into 
misery j; and hiy own dear Libia ! I am doomed never to behold her 
more/ 'The stranger, who had gradually raised his head as Justino 
spoke aloud, no sooner heard these last words, than he started on his 
feet. *Ut isMt is,” he cried, “ the voice— the voice that I can never 
forget. It is my own Justino ” — and in another instant he was in the 
embrace of her whom he had so long mourned. 

It would be, vain to recount the surprise and joy of the lovers at 
such a meeting, and in such a place ; it is only necessary to say, that 
having listened to each other’s adventures, during the reqital of which 
many teats were shed over their reciprocal sufferings, a release from 
their Confinement was the first object that occupied their attention. 
Libia suggested, that before the king should order any rigorous 
sentence to be executed, it would be belter to throw themselves on his 
mercy, and' "make known to him their history without disguise ; it 
would perhaps be the means of procuring their release, and would not 
be detrimental to the princess, as well by reason of 1 the love borne her 
by hcr father* as by the fact that her father himself was no stranger 
to the tender passion, even where it could least have teen expected. 
It had ^hie to the knowledge of Libia, when in the situation page to 
the primsess^tlwgh all unsuspected to the court besides, that the king 
was (leepl/epathourcd of an old lady who had been forttierly nurse to 
the priivcfgS* ’jbj&L who had apartments in the palace, bntwho was so 
exceedingly^ her actual deformity had protected ter from all 
scandals she appeared in the eyes o^thektfig a perfect 
A V*nus,;S®3Mg^dcd in, attraction all the beauties ofjhb court. How- 
ever, it ^f^^eb<l t^at thcy should solicit a from the king, 

which and Jpstmi* ln>tte|o|al presence re- 

counte^^^ia^*fe;h&tojry ^ &hd * . heard from 

Libia, princess arid at the fountain, 

the romance doubjtiess^ ledger itp^O Cjdravagance of 
winch * - * 

The M«| and then re- 
nt'd; or even * had they been imposed 
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upon, and believed the delusion of the fountain to be true, they 
should have their liberty^\and jtest : should be can- 
celled ; but in order to them to lead 

the way to the - fountain, that' h e might hiinseff jji$g& of the accuracy 
of their report. l-He^heif Ordered the attend ahce o^ ^Sj.udges, and, 
accompanied by the ; Princess Zelinda, they all ^rdecedejit^the 
fountain in the, forest. . It was not long before th when 
the king and his train placed themselves on an emibradttidgdjdijiing 
the water, and commanded Justino to approach the brinfc ^Imme- 
diately there appeared to the astonished eyes of the beholders the 
image of Libia, as clearly pourtrayed by his side as though she was 
herself beneath the water. Libia next advanced, and the like pheno- 
menon was again witnessed with regard to J ustino. The Princess 
Zclinda next underwent the trial, and the likeness of. Justino was 
clearly visible on the surface of the watery mirror. “Your" majesty 
may see,” cried Libia, overjoyed, “ that we have not iriiposisd upon 
you. This is indeed the Fountain of Truth, where the im^geiof that 
we love best jti the world is pourtrayed as clearly by our side as though 
in reality.” The king, still thinking some deceit was practised, 
advanced himself to the margin, when immediately there* appeared 
the distinct image of the frightful old woman before mentioned. 
The judges and courtiers, forgetting the presence s of their sovereign, 
could not restrain a shout of mirth, on beholding such an uncipsrted 
tiuth, and the king retired from the mirror which had revealed so 
unpalatable a truth, quite confounded. However, in-order that he 
might not alone be amenable to the ill-suppressed witticisms of his 
court, he commanded his venerable judges, one by one, to undergo 
the ordeals -The first was an old man, whose head 4 ,th$ '&o$t *of 
seventy winters , had silvered, and whose reputation^ for ''wisdom hacl 
extended' ftr ancl wide ; no sooner had he looked in theater, than 
straight a^p^ared the laughing countenance of a theatifi&ttpsihging 
girl ; and the merriment which succeeded so discomfited the'qld man, 
that he was $ith difficulty prevented from disturbing tfc mttkx that 
revealed . sb ^unv?holesome a truth. The next was in np; ^stc to 
appear, and ^W^s only by the repeated command ofHhfc’kj&g; that 
he was brought; forward. This venerable counsellor was' lpn|£ known 
for the remarkable. Austerity of his morals, and the tfahOtiW^f hi s 
life; yet the approached the fatal glass, 'Jw^meared 

the youthful c^rtesgwv whose, bead^^p^||g|it>me 

lime been :;This ageit'g 

bis share of ■ fiiU ^ of* ‘-the 

scene. - Anot the 
likeness ofi large. 
marked in larg^ 

decisions. Another wjis greeted ‘Wb.Taurge jdr^^oP.j^jSmcnts and- 
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books of doubtful character, of diablerie, and tlie black art. clearly 
indicating on what species of literature he had prepared himself for 
his high and- important functions, . Numbers of others were brought 
forward, butfcw could stand the ordeal of truth. The king, being 
satisfied that the laugh would not be altogether against him, en- 
joined, that each for his own sake should keep counsel ; and on ihe 
spol-oe£atted a large reward for justino and Libia. Me gave them, 
moreover, rtS&ter to the governor of Palinvrina, by which they wore 
to regain their forfeited estates ; and, restoring them to liberty, ho 
bade them speed to tkeir native city. 

To commemorate this famous fountain, the king gave orders that 
a splendid edifice should be erected over the spot, and commanded 
llrat no one should enter without his royal permission, to behold the 
mysteries of the Fountain of Truth. 



Uomta i&avia tf^ Sanaa, 




DONNA MARIA DE / 

. SOTO MAYOR. 


The only information we can gather respecting this lady, is, (founded 
on the authority of the industrious bibliographer, Nicolas Antonio, 
who assures us that she was a native of Madrid, and that she com- 
posed two series of novels, under the titles of Novelas Amorosas i 
exonfilares, and Novelas i Scraos. She is also mentioned by Lope de 
Vega in his # Laurel de AroLO in very flattering terms, without the 
least critical observation, from which, indeed, the whole of that strange 
rhapsody of names and titles is altogether exempt. , * / 

The style and character of this writer’s novels exhibit much of the 
ease and elegance, with no little of the freedom, of Boccaccio ; they 
abound with incident, both humorous and tragic, and with "chivalric 
or amorous adventure. With little artifice, however, in the plot, and 
less study of character, there are some striking and effective scenes ; 
while the situations are often well conceived, and the suspense is 
maintained throughout so as to please or surprise us. . ^ . . 'V 

“ The Miser Chastised '* is perhaps the only one of her novels in 
which thh. writer wholly adopts a comic tone and spirit, without any 
touches of a^mone sentimental kind. With some humOiur/&is story 
combines considerable ease and originality. 

Under the same title as the foregoing, appeared a drama; from the 
pen of Don Juan de la Hoz Mota, a Spanish dramatic writer of some 
celebrity ,-who succeeded in exposing the vice of avarice oil; the stage 
in strong and natural colours, and with such bold and hapj^y strokes 
of ridicule, a&ahhOst to merit its being placed in the ^rrie fank with 
the famous 1 <f AVARiE ” of Molifcre. v . 
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- 1 ' . -v, ' ' 

A YOJJKG, hidalgo from the country, as vain of his Own pretensions 
as he >va||^t>r in estate, arrived at Madrid to serve in "the train of a 
wealthy^hohieman belonging to the court. His pride'but ill accorded 
with hfs" pbverty ; for a miserable bed, which served him for a chair 
and table a„s well as a dormitory, constituted the whole of his posses- 
sions. ’'This youth, whom we shall call Don Marcos, had a father yet 
alive, but M so advanced an age, that the number of bis years an- 
swered*. the purpose of an income, his very infirmities everywhere 
acquiring for him some substantial token of the good will of the 
hu mane ;an& charitable. 

Wh$n hopeful son arrived at the respectable age .of twelve 
years, • Jtejbjad the misfoitune to lose his mother, and he was then 
taken iniipjihe. palace of the nobleman above-mentioned in. the capacity 
of page, border that he might make himself master of those accom- 
plishment^ ^deemed most necessmy for the honourable discharge of 
such an, office, -r-to wit those of equivocation, thieving, lying* and all 
man nep of meanness. , ■ \ 

Althq^hJJDpn Marcos devotee 1 himself very willingly, to these 
studies," y^wjjut pleased him most, and what he entered into with 
the gre^f^|fakci;ity, was the study of acquiring a fortune He com- 
menced;!^^ entrance into service, to “practise, $,$Ean of the 

most rig^|v^opno,my. He was allowed, in common writb, others on the 
same estabjfe(m^ent > the sum of eighteen quartos a*day ; ' hut he used 
them moderation, that though at the expense of his own 

[y atfhe meaJsof his companions, he co^rived to save 
Vj.^hat little he was obliged to spehd^didTipt diminish 
s’his daily stipend. ; • > •{> \ 

he extreme 
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He likewise filled his pockets with such dainties as lie could purloin 
without manifest danger to hi$ liycry* prqvidp)g by this means against 
days of predetermined: manner did our 

friend Don M ^ which, on 
many occasion^Jfre . Where 
he found many' ifii£|$Bit>a^. &^f i £6si^§^Ej^i4Q& 

In the course df time/owing to the - fcteridihessVX^^ 
was promoted from his situation of page to that of g^ritjk^ari Usher of 
the household) his' master advancing him to that ‘fe^nbuiy^ which 
he was never by nature intended. With his situation, tljw^fore, ho 
changed his stipend of eighteen quartos to fifty reals, and. ris many 
maiavedis. feitt he was not induced by this accession of income to 
alter one jot his former economical habits ; his rations >v£r& in no 
ways increased. Although it might be thought more inchjnbent on 
him to make a little appearance, yet the consideration : of: filling his 
pur^e was always paramount. . , f. / ; v , 

N'ever did he bum a light in hy chamber at his own cost jr and if 
there was at any time seen that extraordinary display, ft war-procured 
by Ins own diligence, or rather by the remissness of the under servants, 
who were in the habit of throwing away all candle-ends from the 
kitchen. Even of these he was particularly sparing ; and oftentimes 
in returning home, he would avail himself of the light of the Bmps to 
undress by, to Save the said caiiclle-cnds ; so that it did not infrequently 
happen, that when he arrived at his chamber he was altriost perished 
with cold. What was worse, he was sometimes observed to have 
been in complete dishabille in the street, by which he ran no little 
riok of falling into the bauds of the alguazil. That which puzzled him 
most of all was, how to procure water for his chamber arid other 


necessaries which pride forbade him to carry there himself. 1 
For sometime he had been in the habit of engaging boy sop trial, 
and then -ttiriuiig ' them away without any reward ; but being 
subject X&'&kky. difficulties, he determined to adopt' apo^^.coursc. 
lit; went to ati open space in the city, where idle boyswgre in the 
habit of reporting to play. There he fouiid a miserabt^-JdQkiihg little 
wretch, who, be thought, would suit his purpose, hi m as 

his serv£fnt, to make his bed, to attend on him, and do cveryilimg that 
was necessary which he was promised a pb^ti^ q^pis own 
excellent fare^d^ the f passage for his dormitory. : TJ^.Jboy^iWever, 
soon ran awa#0Qid a master, and Pori last 

obliged to , was 


cook. , 1 1 

The dinners )§ 

himself, consistei&of ami 
»*.- thj> cook 


occasionally some broker!!^ 
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scnl upon promise of his afterwards washing the plates carefully- lint 
these were only treats for holidays ; in general his moderate and well- 
regulated appetite, was content with a : stria!! roll pf^bread and a lettuce, 
wh i ch time, Very he would enter 

the room^bere^ weto enj^ying (themselves at dinner, 

and ' seatfhg; himself near ode of tliem., would say, ? Bless me, how 
ccm solipg ta one’s nostrils is the savour jof that -delicious olla podrida ; 
doestfte i&j'e, I wonder, answer to the smell ? in goOd truth 1 should 
have no objection to try } ” and suiting the actioirto the word, without 
further ceremony, soon emptied the plate of a portion of its con- 
tents. In like manner he would go round, until he had satisfied his 
ciiriosity;.by. tasting the flavour with them all. ' - * ' 

It became^ fixed rule, therefore, whenever hi& companions saw him 
enter, that each who could dispense with a portion should-give him a 
mouthful Without asking, but he who was not so disposed covered his 
plate with his hand. The only one who seemed at all disposed to 
be on friendly terms with him, was a gentleman of the household, and 
he seemed highly amused with lift expedients at dinner and supper. 
For he would come in sometimes with his bread and lettuce in his 
hand ; M How uneasy solitude makes one ; it is for the pleasure of 
society, alohe' that I join you f and with that he would seat himself 
at table^and was loud in his praises of that which he iiked'bcst. 

Wihp he had never bought in his life, although he occasionally 
tasted.it in' the following manner. He would post himself at the 
stieet door, and when he saw the boys and girls pass with the wine 
which they had purchased, he would beg of them in the politest 
manner to allow him to prove its quality; at the same time pretty 
nearly obliging them to comply with a request so modestly demanded. 
If the ycfuiig carriers were disposed to concede, he would: not fail to 
require Mother taste. ti ^ 

On 'hid’ arrival at Madrid, lie came mounted on a mule belonging 
to one pf $lsTather ? s neighbours, who had kindly lent ifc to the youth 
for thi^Bpi^ial journey. He had likewise sent alongwith him an 
old muk%e^r.ip act as his servant on the road ; but thpdiscreet youth, 
not liking,^, cipst of the latter incumbrance, took;an opportunity of 
sending^jt&;§ld man on a message, and in his absence prudently put 
spurs tbjfie:nvule, arid left the old gentleman to meaWrfc his way back 
in the:^|^&rigr he could. ' „ 

Ins$ }j^p^3. along the road be never pnee ^^d a friend on 
wh onT - ^ for .^if^ile^^din ei|; the 

momeht^^^i^^p^yrnent armed, the'youbg^utleman was no 
longer bits with straw which 

they cdt o £% Ti V* •'W . n away, as not 

search of him. 

Variety and dis- 
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cretion of Don Marcos, which frequently afforded no little mirth to 
his master and his friends; till at fest he,, was generally acknow- 
ledged to be the most ^jsc^V^ponfe -jftSb incline that ever 
courted the sunshine.^of court favoiir, "l-j- > 

In this cdifyifig 'rt^nnbr ^ Odn a$ythe age of 

thirty, with the f^trtfrtidii of a wealthy manViiui' f ^ gorid reason, 
for he had gathered together, at the expense pf,, every, 
quality, and the starvation of his unfortunate caircase^d fgbpc};, round 
sum, which he always retained near him, for he dreaded' every kind 
of speculation that might place in the slightest degree j$ jeopardy 
his darling treasure. ' •/' ■■■ ’ ■ 

Now as Don Marcos was known to be neither a gambler nor a 
libertine, good opportunities of marriage continually presented? them- 
selves, which, however, he did not avail himself of, always co n s id ering 
it a speculation, and- not unlikely to lead to some unfortunate result. 
Nevertheless, he wished to appear to advantage in the cyes of the 
ladies, some of whom, not knowing him, might have nonobjection to 
him as a husband. To them he appeared more in the 'light of’ a 
gallant than a miser. - Amongst others who would have no objection 
to him, was a lady who had been married, but was.nol'so well 
reconciled to her situation as a widow. 


She was a lady of superior air and pretensions, although somewhat 
past the prime of life ; but by the help of a little study ariOcill no 
one would have supposed that she had arrived at so discreet, an age 
as she certainly had.. She was prettily enough called Donna Isidore 
and was reported to be very rich ; that she had actual property, at 
least according to those who knew her well, her manlier of living 
clearly enough proved. Now this eligible match was proposed to 
Don Marcos ; 1 tile, lady was represented to him in such engaging 
colours, with such perfect assurance, that she possessed* more than 
fourteen or fifteen' thousand ducats, that he was led mtd, teiMation— 
the temptation of'Mammonv Her deceased husband Wag itcpr|sefued 
to have been ¥ gentleman of one of the best families of Andalusia 


— , — fijuqaiusia 

and Donna Isjdora was equally well born, and a native of tKe famo us 
city of Seville..,'^". j c‘: 

These flattening Communications so worked on the avarfeb and 
pride of ouf ^friend Don Marcos, that he almost’ WisM^piiself 
already married;*, hid he might be sure of the.possessiotfpfjtoi^viable 
a prize. He whtffer entangled Don Marcos in this n ^bfe^aira ir 
was a cunni6gi|^^of ! ii'nea&r,.*ho not only deal* 1 but 
in other descripttdial,.,‘bf ,;ariore sure traffic! bartering,' W'drhofesale 
beautiful portraifsVItite^^ iwigEWs dr «ot K 

purses ; and of 

an equivocal nature* good 


recompense. 
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lie promised* 1 therefore an introduction to Don Marcos that very 
evening, because* as he said, there was danger in delay. When the 
evening: Mareps Wjas^jnU^uppd by his fiiend to the 
house of , at the magnificent 


reminding JiHrt 0 ? his dinners ; secretaires, datnask hangings, and 
other rich artides of furniture, which seemed tcT. appertain rather to a 
distinguished lady d? title, than to any private individual. 

All t^^p^ijments, in fact, were fitted up with such taste, and the 
liousS^xhibJted such an appearance of order and cleanliness, as well 
as that it appeared to the eyes of Don Marcos rather as a 

c el esdaf |faradise than the abode of a mere ordinary mortal. There 
next app^red two handmaids, quite in unison with this elegant 
establishjtriciit, one engaged for general labour, and the other more 
as a p<^sonhl attendant upon her mistress. They were both excecd- 
inglyr^eJWboking and agreeable, particularly the attendant, who 
might ^ith* Justice have been a queen, if beauty alone ctould purchase 
kingdotps.^ 

however, Don Marcos admired the apparently well- 
regulat^d taSte of Donna Isidora, which seemed governed by a sense 
of pAdgj^£;and discretion In the arrangement of her household, as 
well as ir^'tKe sterling value ami luxury of ail he saw. Such too was 
the poi|t^ss and urbanity of manner displayed by the mistress of 
the that she succeeded, not only in exciting his Admiration 
but4^y^ning a gentler passion ; this lie thought evinced the 
his judgment, 1 and the abundance of his qwn good 

' ‘ * o. * 

D^hp^Isvdpra was profuse in her thanks to the obliging gentleman 
who her the pleasure of such an acquaintance ; and 
she fi^tly^^jablis hed her triumph over Don M arpos, by iny i t in g him 


of AjSffl, 
horiiSSfj 


to A^^p^^ertainme nl, wherein she displayed ; the, utmost luxury 


fcp^r^iftntent .Don Marcos w as intrpdu^d^o a. young man 
prepossessing appearance; w^pin Dptma Isidora 
nephew. His nanje,.^ .^ujustin, and he, 
in the chance that, gay^M , so delightful a 

^ at table, 

’’which' she was 
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like that of an 
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slightest timidity, ycl equally free from boldness, iqfwhi.ii .she 
lent an additional charm ; for without being entreated, she continued 
to amuse them, feelings p^rfotfrumce would be well 

received. ■ / ~ * ■ 

It can hardly W^^d^^^tOi^ituncnt 

Pen Marcos dcN&y^tlfe^ enjoy- 

ment of the de$ek$$^ fmii, 

fresh, and of the choicest description, acccunphnied/^i iyi Jic' of suTTi 
generous quality, as would have rejoiced the heart of tWtno^t^W'owful 
anchorite ; yet they were scarcely equal to the e^Sti^l|^^oice of 
Marcella, which continued to regale his senses during thetime of his 
feasting, in which he was so politely assisted by Donna' M&§ra and 
her nephew, that had he been a king, no greater attehtidn^o^ld have 
been sh own him. ’ > ><« ; * - ’ 

The sweet voice of Marcella sounded h armoniously in his : e!hrs, the 
good things which were set before him were no less gratefftl to his 
palate, so nearly did the grosser feelings rival those; a more 
intellectual cist. Don Marcos felt himself so completely at %se w ith 
the well-bred, though generous hospitality of Donna ftfdofrj^nd her 
nephew, tha! without the least scruple he amply indfemiyficSf himself 
for many a hungry day, as the sensible diminution of tlwJ.iuxttries of 
the table boro abundant, or rather scanty testimony*/' fi xha^be said 
without exaggeration, that that evening’s cntertainbiCh tarnished 
him with as much as six days of his ordinary cdnisumpti&t^ and 
the continual, and repeated supplies, forced on him byhis elegant 
and., kind ’hostess, were in themselves sufficient to enable him to 


dispense with' eating for a considerable time to come. '■ 

The pleasures of the conversation and of the table finlsh^ with the 
daylight, nnd four wax candles were placed in beat] ab ra s, 
b> the light Of which, and the sounds which Augusdh‘dW^/fom the 
instrument which Marcella had before touched so wOl^fe^Mj^ girln 
commenced & dance* in which they moved with •' as to 

excite the admiration of their superiors.. After all 
at the reqtfesipf Don Marcos, again took her guit^^dfe^fed the 
evening's mAusement with an old chivalric romance. 

On thee^nclu3ioir of the song, the gcntl.ei^an;i^^|fad -produced 
Don Marcos*;gaye him a hint that it was time to rcffireft^^^hough 
unwilling t.o feiye^such good company, and such gbpd at 
such of his kind of 


Isidora, or 
him as soon 
to him sen enviably 
consider the maitSSe^i^ 
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with Donna Isitlora, that ho would take an early opportunity of speak- 
ing with her to effect the arrangement, for he fully agreed with him, 
that delays were dangerous. . : - 
With thi^ OxOellent m&srim one to recount to 
Donna Isicfbfa ^at had pass<?ti, W<i v l^ i; ^ to the house 

of his majsifcr.^ ’ [' “ -'* ; .%**’„* *■ / \ 

very late, all the' household had retired to rest. Don 
Marcos availing himself of the end of a candle, which he generally 
carried in his jS6?ketfor “the purpose, withdrew to a small lamp, which 
lighted an image of the Virgin, at the corner of the street. There he 
placed it: on the point of his sword and lighted it, making, at the same 
time, a very short but devout prayer, that the very reasonable hopes 
he had.framed might not be disappointed. Satisfied with this pious 
duty, heathen' retired to rest, waiting, however, impatiently for the day 
which should crown his expectations. 

The next day he was visited by his friend Gamorre, such was the 
name of the gentleman who had recommended to him this tempting 
alliance*. Don Marcos had risen by times that morning, for love and 
interest had. conspired to banish sleep from his pillow. J,t was, there- 
fore, with .the utmost joy that he welcomed his visitor, who informed 
him that he. had. been successful in his mission to Donna Isidora, and 
that heLvjras the bearer of an invitation to him from that lady to pass 
the day at her house, when he would have an opportunity pf personally 
pressing Juk suit, and perhaps concluding the negotiation which had 
so happily commenced. 

Overjoyed at his good fortune, Don Marcos attired himself in the 
choicest; $&? his scanty wardrobe could furnish, and, set forward to- 
wards tnellhouse of his lady. Donna Isidora received, him with her 
usual affability, and Don Augustin with a thousand cbmpliments. 
Conveargbfipn ivy as kept up with great spirit until the hbiir^df dinner, 
and Dorf Wfircdshad the satisfaction of finding that he ha<|,made such 
progress In'; th| esteem of his mistress, that his success Was ho longer 
doubtfuL ^Thei table was laid in another apartment, with alTthe splen- 
dour Suit&bfeto the house of a person of quality., TDphftV Isidora 
found no^gi^bdifficulty in persuading her guest.to liblp himself at 
table, was a man of too much good to allow 

ilKJse. pj^^i^iaomppts to be wasted in, useles^;c6mplinients, which 
mighf better employed. , 

J)on satisfied hjs appetite as satisfaction 

as onfh^^3^^fe;^nagin^tibn he his new 

duties ; QpJitti Isidpra sohbe^ and with- 
out the ..leaa^jt^agKt: jqf j^conbiny 1 , he tp;Wnslder, that all this 

superfluous s^ttc^jS«^M|fe own pocket. 

Wheo.lBeJdlrarer.w^'.^'A^ Spjpoa jii^ja^dosd 'him whether he 
wotild lil^ .tfefrsieiita;''' but Don Marcos 
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look this opportunity of testifying his horror at all such ungodly ami 
unthrifty amusements, which be hverred /was a saving to him of very 
many ducats in tfe y$ag£ V^f ; : ,sard" Dpnna Isidora to 
Don Augustin J . « neither 
cards or play, U will be.thebdtd^^ jfqur soul and 

estate : but go^'^Ud/ahd tell Marcella to bf^ ahd Ines 

her castanets, which will be more reasonable div ersfott 'f d Son # / arc < >?, 
until Senor Garnorre arrives with the notary.” to obey 

liis aunt’s commands, and meanwhile Don- M arcosf oppor- 

tunity of suggesting a few economical hints as to her 'futnrfc establish- 
ment, hoping that Don Augustin would sec the proprictyofcOhform i n g 
to his ideas of moderation. “He was himself/’ he said, “a friend to 
early hours,and particularly with the additional treasure .'which the 
house would contain when he removed his effects thither. 'That he 
would consider it but an act of common prudence to close, the doors 
early, and place them under the safeguard of lock and key not that 
he was in the slightest degree jealous, but that the hpuses of rich 
people were peculiarly liable to the attacks of thieves.” ./Donna, Isidora 
commendecf his prudence, and promised everything for her' nephew, 
who at that moment arrived with the young women, and stopped a 
conversation so, interesting to Don Marcos. ■ V ' 

Marcella, however, indemnified him with the music of her voice, 
which, he so much admired, accompanied with the gujj$iraml the 
castanets. .Don Marcos showed himself on this occasion to boa man 
of excellent taste ; for though the romance sung by Marcella might 
have appeared to the fastidious ear of a courtier somewhat long, and 
not over refined, yet to him it seemed all too short. Ho/thanked 
Marcella, and begged her to give him some more, but at lhatmoment 
the good Gamprre arrived, with one whom he introduce notary, 
but who frombis appearance might just as well have beeii hj§, lacquey, 
lie was provided with the writings which had been agreed upon, and 
wherein , Donna Isidora was represented to be pos^oased iof twelve 
thousand dhcrits; * .. 

Don Marcos was too well contented with the prospect^pf sucli a 
propcrty to^be^YJ?ry particular in his inquiries. Hd / dtprefi?i , e‘ signed 
the writings wftfigreat good will, and embraced calling 

her, at the saitife nme, by the endearing title of spou^; V^fi^feiippcd 
that night wi^^^s^jne elegance and abundance done 

before ; topic of ^iscowr^^i^; o\<^ation of 

appetite, it that 

even the rich db£ • m’v p (ie meet 

such an ' ■ 

Before* they for their 

marriage, which . hi thr^daySlfOm with all 

the splendour becoming people of Iran Marcos on 



3-12 


I'CXXA MARIA 1>J : ZAYA*. 


\ 

tliis occasion so far overcame his .parsimony, as to present his wife 
with a rich wedding dress of great cpst a&d fashion ; calculating very 
wisely, that expense was hijrtridiri^an^e.d^arison with what he 
had to recefye: YVVhcn his marriage wasrnade Ithowh at the house of 
his paired every one congratulated him oh his, choice, and his great 
« f orui^fnrVnn^; for though it was true that his wife was somewhat 
older than himself, yet, her wealth amply compensated for any such 
disparity.' t * ' I , . 

Hchold> then, our 4riend Don Marcos, lord and master of this sump- 
tuous dwelling, and its amiable inmates ; and when the day of the 
auspicious union arrived, it found him in a state of the greatest possible 
contemmehi and happiness. v 

“ Surety this is the happiest day of my lifc,'’ , he said to himself. The 
future .domestic arrangements were all carefully discussed by the 
calculating mind of the bridegroom ; and he already had disposed of 
his anticipated savings in a speculation ; for he had began even to 
think of speculating as to the greatest saving and profit. 

IJeforc retiring to rest, however, these flattering visions* were a little 
disturbed by the sudden illness of Augustin. Whether it proceeded 
from mortification at his aunt’s wedding, which threatened to curtail 
him of some t>f his fair proportions - his accustomed pleasures, or from 
some natural, cause, it is impossible lo say; but the house was sud- 
denly thrown into a state of the greatest confusion ; servants running 
about for 'remedies, and Donna I si d ora in a state of the most violent 
agitation }•; She undressed him with her own handstand put him lo 
bed, at the* same time bestowing such marks of tenderness a$ almost 
to create . afeeling of jealousy in the breast of the bridegroom. How- 
ever, the invalid became composed with the efforts which were made 
in his behalf;, and. Donna Isidora ventured to leave him and. retire lo 
rest, white the. bridegroom went his round, taking careto?> see. that the 
doors and willows were all fast, possessing himself bf th^ Jkeys for 
their bett^^prity. ; . . 

This caution seemed to be looked on With gtfeat distrust 

by the immediately attributed to jealousy that which 

was of teare and prudence ; for Don.Ma^bs had that 

house, with his own valuable perion, and all 
his wofl&lil^^^sionSi including his six thousand dhtats> which had 
not fo^ the light of day, apdwhich;heint ended should 

still . ftty&ixy tonfinemeht^jas {^^Aocks and keys 

would ^ * 1 v. * ' | ^ '**' ' ■ 

little 1 had so long in- 

dulg'd. Alarttm. spofce of her dissatisfaction ®u once ; saying that 
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rather than live like a nun, she should seek her fortuiA 1 elsewhere : but 
ints confessed that Don Augustin . had sawon her heart, that she’ 
could not leave the. .however unfavourable 

might be the chadge fore prepared 
to undress, but Infcs fah^ying' that'^he;. the chamber 
of Don Augustin, /ancf fearing he might W;/s6mo|hmg in his 
illness, stepped ltghtlyto His room to inquire in \yhat^he:;might * 

On the ensuing morning, Jnes, fearing that her dis- 

cover her evening’s occupation, was about llu? hdU5>p v gpjjier than 
u.Mial, and went to relate to her friend Marcella the cdhse of h r 
absence; but to her surprise she found the chamber of*Marre!Ia 
empty, and no appearance of her having slept there As- 

tonished at sq strange a circumstance, she left the rooih \a$eek her, 
and was still more surprised on hading the outer door unlocked* wlikh 
her master had so carefully fastened the night before, and as Sf for the 
purpose of disturbing all Don Marcos’ ideas of security, 4;jkad been 
left wide open, . .../ 

On seeing this, Tncs became terribly alarmed, and dew to the 
chamber of her mistress, raising an outcry that the hou^. had been 
broken h)to. The bridegroom, half stu pitied with t error, Jeai^d from 
the couch, calling for his wife to do the same ; at the same. tune di aw- 
ing aside all the curtains, and thi owing open all the windows, in order 
that there anight be no deiicicncy of light to see whether anything were 
missing. ' The. lii^st thing lie beheld was what he supposed to be his 
wife, but so altered, that lie could scarce believe her tO’bc the same ; 
instead of six-ami thirty years of age, which she professed to be, ibis 
sudden a$d unwelcome visitation of morning light added*: at least 
twenty years., to her appearance ; small locks of grey hajr peeped from 
beneath her night-cap, which had been carefully concealed; by the art 
of the hair*ditssef, but the false hair had in the cai“eJpssn6si of sleep 
been unta$kify transferred to the ground. £^kk' 

The suddenness of this morning’s alarm had producbdj^xbt h e r no 
less unforfunate mischance ; her teeth, which Don ^larb^had .so 
complimented for their regularity and whiteness, were im^aUts ! not 
to be seen, and. the lady, at least verified the old proverb* casting 
pearls beforesnrine. JWe will not attempt to describe.thqc^nstern j - 
tion of the pi^bjdalgo, or \yaste words which the in^gi^dgn caii so 
much better k We ^yill only say that Donn^. f l0^^wits cou " 

founded; it-; v w&i^jt^fab}e ^hat, her ' made 

thus manifest .her 

rcfiaincd from laughter. ''^hie' tfefi ou’the dress 
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she had worn tli|' previous day ; but, alas ! nothing of the rich para- 
*phcrnalia in which she had been attired by the gallantry of her 
husband— not one o( j the jewels, and trinkets in which she had dazzled 
the spoctatprs^irves, remained* _ ^ V* V; 

Don'Mafcps, bn his part* was struck.dwnb wl^h>horror, on finding 
that his'dwn ^edding $uit was mining, juid valuable gold 

chain, whifch he had worn at the ceremony, 'aftd wK ch he had drawn 
from his treasure for the purpose.' No pen can describe the agony of 
Don Marcos Appp this fatal discovery ; he could jnot even console 
himself with the youthful graces of his wife, for turning towards her 
he saw nothing .but age and ugliness, and turning his eyes again 
from her, he, found his expensive clothes all vanished, and his chain 
gone, 

Almostput of his wits, he ran out into the saloon, and throughout 
the apartments, attired only in his shirt, wringing his hands, and 
betraying £very sign of a miser’s lamentation and. despair. While 
in this rhood, Donna Isidora escaped to her dressing-room, without 
giving heifcfclf the trouble of inquiring into the minor catastrophe, and 
busied herself in repairing the personal injuries which the untoward 
event had produced. Don Augustin had by this time risen, and 
Incs recounted to him the adventures of the morning, and they 
both laughpd heartily at the consternation of poor Don Marcos, 
the ridicufoti$ accident of Donna Isidora, and the roguishness of 
Marcella. *niough only half dressed, he flew to his aunt,* to con- 
sole her with such arguments as he could muster upon $0 short a 
notice, * . ... 

1 )on MhrcQS, unable to recover what he had lost, and beholding his 
wife SO v4Wercnt a creature to what he had left her, almdst fancied 
himself Jb«w*tChed, so little did he believe it possible that such a trans- 
formatiori could.be so hastily effected. Don Marcos, accompanied by 
Don Augastjn," then questioned Ines, to discover if possible whether 
she werO'^pifty to the retreat of her companion.* But nothing could 
be elucidate^ arid Don Marcos very wisely consoled himsetf by rcsig- 
nation ^th^'wilL of God, though with a bad grace, for the, loss of his 
gold ch&iftjw&ijghed heavily on his soul. In short, : hp Was one of the 
most oh earth. And as if fortun& tppk^a delight in 

torment o sooner did he begin to recover about . dinner time, 
than neighbouring gentleman ar^yM with a polite 

messagof^^^^lsidora^ begging that sheiwphl^eturn him the 
plate- some . tfoief btfo^ft ; fitQnna Isidora 

rcceiv^;|h^ only answer 

was to ; salvers, and all 

Don the* fact, and 

rising the mttslds iri question Were his own pro- 
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perty, and declared that they should not be removed. rfThe astonished 
menials ran back to inform their majordpmo> who, with others of his 
train, repaired to the hpuse of and 1 finally succeeded, 

though with much difficulty, in bearing ^wayHheir motet’s property. 
In vain did Don 'MaK^s lieat: ftisbreast and fear hi§:hair ; he beca me 
almost blind with^rage^ ^nd his ^hguage- madman. 

Donna Isidora' Sdeaybured to console hitji, SayihgJ tKkt shch trille' ^ 
oughfnot to discompose him ; that he ought to consid^.thV^s there 
was no remedy for it, the best consolation was paJjiiKceJ ^ The good 
hidalgo endeavoured to think so too, but from tflat day he;ftuew no 
peace ; even his dinner failed to comfort him. " ; *.v] t 

Don August! n' eat and drank as usual, without appearing to 
notice what had past ; amusing himself with the. witty . remarks 
of his favourite Ines, regarding the clever management “of;. Donna 
Isidora, and the misfortunes of Don Marcos, with apparent in- 
difference. ' ‘ 

Setting aside these mischances, however, Don Marbos wodld have 
been contented with what remained, if fortune had allowed him to 
enjoy it in peace. But as the marriage of Donna Isidora 1 Was now 
pretty well known throughout Madrid, a number of tradesman waited 
one morning on Don Marcos with their accounts. One of: these was 
for three months* hire of furniture, the party likewise staling his 
intention of taking it away with him, observing, that a lady who had 
married sO/ well as Donna Isidora, would doubtless wish *Jto buy 
furniture for her establishment. 4 ; , 

At this second blow Don Marcos became speechless with agotty and 
astonishment ;/not a single article of which he flattered himself he was 
the undisputed master, appeared to belong to him ; in fact, he could 
claim nothing as his own but bis wife, who in fact whs thfc^&fly fix- 
ture, and the worst species of property that an economical mah con I d 
wish to possess. In the first ebullition of his wrath he Jafa hands on 
his unformn^te^wHef tore her false hair from her head^ amt near I y 
demolished her;, teeth. This outrage was not patiehtlybbrne.by his 
afflicted helpmate, Who replied to his extravagances only- With re- 
proaches and] tears,: imploring him, for the fake of his hobtpdi^hot to 
expose to thewbrldthe mercenary motives for which he had- married 
her, and which to her cost, pretended now to discoyW r 
“ Madam,®' exclaimed the infuriated hidalgo, “ my^hdftjb^^is my 
money, and IWiit take good care that no, one to may, 
be indebted shatt^eyefel'See^ the Colour of- it/* - this 

affectionate pair^1ft<^rt^<?tO: '• such:-a pitchy tha^^^^^dh' ;? who 
occupied the first j tytid a 

handsome, rent fbr and 
without the u If 

we arc to have a repet I tioh Sdf 1 rofefe yourself 
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with another lodging, in the name of God. I am a friend to order and 
quietness." * ' ■ , - , , ^ 

“ Other lodgings,, you villain?*, erfed i^nJVfarcps, struck with the 
absurdity, .the request, “ upless yoU le^rn. bpWvio treat the maslcr 
of the hbW^>Jt is you who shall $ee|c< other* fodgi^g^and soon, too, my 
friend*** - .•*< . - - * -• \ **. ■?'*■' *- ■**’ 

By theholy Virgin,** exclaimed the incensed landlord, for such he 
really was^ itoou don’t, alter your tone, and pay me my rent, ytmder 
window shall honour quickest way out of the house*” * 

Don Marcos, foaming with rage at this continued provocation, 
would havevlaid violent hands on the landlord, if he had not been 
prevented by Donna Isidora and Don Augustin, ,With some diffi- 
culty they a)ppeased the master of the house, by promising him his 
rent on\arf?early day. 

The miserable Don Marcos knew not now which way to turn or 
what to dogearing to remain at home lest he should encounter more 
of his fife’s creditors. He took up his hat, however, and sallied forth 
with the intention of seeking another lodging, hoping that by such 
means he might evade other payments. Augustin accompanied him, 
and they Paired apartments of a very humble nature near the palace of 
his former patron. 

“ Get thee back to thy old cheat of an aunt, child, antfosay that I 
shall not he home to dinner. Tell her, also, she must be prepared to 
remo vfc ttftdhe , morrow Augustin did as he was desired; recounted 
to his Vliat had passed, and consulted with her on the best 
method of removing. 

The miserable and disconsolate hidalgo returned at night half dead 
with hifcflger, and in the morning he told his wife that he should go to 
the new- house and make every thing ready for their reception ; and 
he oider^f lnes to procure a cart, to convey what property they could 
call th^rcptfhfand of which Augustin and his ^vife were not to lose 
sight unfitly were safely removed. * 

Don-M&fCQ$ accordingly went to the new lodging? ap<&' having pre- 
pared Reception, waited till they should 7 arrive with the goods 

and othja^y&Bhbtes. He remained patiently. fpr^omC-bours, giving 
them up and conveyance ; bat, growing ini- 

patieht^ffi^hfttertsuit misgiving creeping over ^finding it was 
alread(y^l^?hfrr^itir ned to his former house iojafetf, the reasons of 
the festen^dfa^ ^qf«|wii^being returned, 

he inq^^^ hut nd^^|ctory intelligence. 

in atpAe$i:^^ which pre- 

tr-jfeality, that he was 

almost atbble of value remained ; and 

it now the wife whom he .had so much coveted, 
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had not only encumbered him with debt, but had taifen away every 
article he possessed in the world^ t mcluiUng even, the six thousand 
ducats which he had of care and 

thrift, which he • oscritoii c. 

He beat his heud^^^l the W^l^; andthej^^^ at full 

length upon the gi^u^d r tittering a thousand . impfeca.tions ph.his wife, 
and cursing the day on which he was trepanned into Unfortunate *. 
spccufiition. * - *- - ", 

His wild and troubled cries soon brought people \ a^ftancc, 
one of wheyn, on Rearing the cause of his grief, /elated that lie had 
seen a light cart going at a quick pace from the house. parly in 
the morning. Seated in this were his wife and nephew anci ser- 
vant, together with sundry boxes and packages, and,. doubtless, the 
si\ thousand ducats; That on inquiring their destination, .he was 
answered, truly enough, that they were going to a part very distant 
from Madrid. • * 

This account crowned the misery of Don Marcos;. but ask.in the 
height of misfortune hope sometimes enables us to bear up with forti- 
tude, he rusln?d out, hoping to find the road his domestic trai.tqrs had 
taken, for his^aged bride still possessed his heart, which lay, \n the 
midst of his six thousand ducats. But he could gain no intelligence 
from the carriers, or, from any other person most likely t to throw 
light upon the subject ; and thus he was left without a single ducat to 
remind him of those he had lost, and, moreover, overwhelmed with 
debt, which he saw no possibility of discharging. 

Distracted with these reflections, and turning towards the house of 
his master, wjio should he see, oil turning the corner of the strfeet, but 
the fugitive Marcella. It was impossible for her to: avoid him, 
although she evidently wished so to do, for he met her fueVto face. 
Don Marcos , seized hold of her, “ Holla, you, thief, restore^^bat you 
plundered' nie of on the night you quitted my servite^ giVfVfec the 
gold chain, or "take the consequence.” „ 

“ Ah ! my dear master,” said Marcella, whose ready tefirsfpogan in 
flo\v, w what you* charge me with was no fault of mine,;my|pistK:ss 

obliged me tOritsV-r ^ ‘ - 

“ How?” said.DonMarcos. .. * 

“ For GodVsak€r,” said Marcella, u before you attempt to^jppfeine, 
listen to what jljav&ta .say 1 - I have a good charact^iiid^^bout 
to be marriedf ^^dt -d<eh$rge, therefore, would do^m^ij^^pnitest 
injury, particulartej^l ^^^^rpcent* S an d 
1 will presently became WQi ' and 

clothes.” ^ Don was 

protestations of Marcella^ 5^4= of a 
large palace, to hear wjhat acconni^fifc cOuJd^ive^Jffer^bhduct. 
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Here she rttounted to the astonished hidalgo, that his marriage 
with Donna isidora was a preconcerted scheme to rob him of his 
wealth. She told Jiim, likewise^ that Don Augustin was not her 
ncphewyl^t a young man of lpose and abandoned habits, who was at 
once hcf^gaUant and assistant in .^y schemes by which she might 
entrap tlie ^nwary ; ‘that hisphain^&nd clpthe.s,^<l jewels that were 
rJost, had been given by Donna Isidora to Don Adgustin, and that her 
mistress had^turned her away that very night, in "order that the charge 
mightiest upoj^her. Then, in a tone of confidence,' she begged Don 
Marcos to be on l&Js guard, for that she was sure they intended to rofc 
him of all he was worth, and escape from Madrid. • 

“ Alas ^'replied the poor man, with* tears ih his eyes,’ “ your caution 
comes too late, Marcella ; they have already stripped "me of the last 
marave^.’* He then recounted to her all that had passed since she 
left, which' she heard with well-feigned indignation. “ Is it possible,” 
she exclaimed, “that there is so much wickedness in the world? It 
was with ‘good reason that my mistress sent me out of the house for 
not choosing to become an accomplice in all her schemes. I intended 
to have acquainted you with my suspicions ; lidwever, it is useless to 
regret it now. If J can be of any service to you,. Sir, you may 
comntapd^ne.” 

“ Alas D Marcell a,” said Don Marcos, “ there is no remedy ; neither 
do I know where or how to find the slightest intelligence of them.” 

“Oh, Bir/’ said Marcella, “ 1 think in that I can assist you ; for t 
am acquainted with a man, who, with the blessing of God, is to be my 
husband: lie, I am sure, will be able to inform you where they are to 
be fauftd y fdr he is a great astrologer, and is a magician, indeed, of 
such poster, that no secret is hidden from him.” ,j ■ / 

“ Ali 1/ Marcella,” said Don Marcos, enraptured at the idea; “if, 
indeed;* you can do this for me, you will make me' the happiest of 

Thofe^^arfS at all mischievously inclined themselves, when they 
meet' W^^nyjone fast falling in the world, are generally desirous to 
rende$£&j$ ^descent the' quicker ; and thus it' was,, wi#f ’Marcella in 
^r^unfortunate master. By way of^puJtiAg in practice so 
amiabhftn^ Jiplinatlpu, she begged him to accona&py her to the astro- 
loge^l^l^ whicb was not far distant. \Vhtp |^bceeding thither, 
they belonging to the master of whom 

he : which he thought rhigh^.^ $e0essary to bribe 
the On arriving athis hou^^S^y found the con- 

juror’dc^y^^teiat bis’Studies. 

Don recounted which the sage 

listened Wsfe^giyen ; 'td^j^adyt^fend, that for a certain 
sum bf eightd^s M fnight be informed where 

Ills' treasure* wis^b^fciuiidi Overjoyed at such glad tidings, Don 
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Marcos promised the money, and only murmured af the length of 
time he was to remain in ignorance of what he heartily desired to 
know. The astrologer, however, .informed him . that such a time 
would be absolutely . necessary, j&s ht had; to?, speak ^ with a demon, 
whom it was sometimes ^difficult Jo suih^d^jJ an^ixe . added, that 
unless he wero ^^i^ ^f; very siring epuragef hi ha<J; better not 
proceed with the ^Venture; As his fain iliar was a dtShon<m6st frightful 
to behold. But E>oti Marcos replied, that although in. the lea® of pro- 
perty he was a Very woman in spirit, yet to recover^fbe would' face 
not only the demon of which he spoke, but all thc-™fernal potentates 
put togetliGr. Then giving the four reals, and promisbg to bring the 
stipulated sum by the appointed time, lie took his leave of thie astro- 
loger and Marcella, and rejtircd to the house of a friend, if indeed the 
miserable have any friends* to lament their misfortunes, v , 

Here we must Jeavc him to return to the astrologer, who had already 
heard from Marcella all the particulars of his history, and deleymined 
to give the finishing stroke to his matrimonial misfortunes .by the 
following comic rehearsal of their parts. He took a large, cat, and 
shut him up ig a very small chamber communicating with the.sitting- 
room by meaHS of a door and a small window, about a majVjs height 
from the ground. On one side of this they put a strong net, then 
flogging the cat severely, until he was almost mad with pain and rage, 
they untied the cord by which he was fastened, when seeing no other 
mode of escape 'but the window, he immediately flew to it, where 
liecoming entangled in the net, he was easily brought back again to 
liis former situation. Having performed several times, the cat would 
fulfil this duty on being untied without the actual application of the 
rod ; fear 9 f it alone acting as his prompter. • . <V 

On the eighth night, fixed for the exhibition, the unfortunate hidalgo 
having, much against his inclination, borrowed one hundred and fifty 
reals to giv^ the astrologer, repaired to the place of . appointment. 
He firsts placed b the. hand of the astrologer the money be. k^jraised, 
hoping that ti^sight of so much cash might animate^ him timber for in 
his c on j urationjs more powerfully. Don Marcos was thcn wjt^ much 
ceremony seated^ a chair beneath this small window, whl^ cdrnmu- 
nicated withltho^ser chamber. It was now past el^vett o’clock, and 
the only ligh^ th^ltad yras from a small lamp placed in the adjoining 
chamber, wlief^b^ Cht was all ready to play his par^ ;witfe\t^1ielp 
of a wicked 4^ rcc ^^ t0 answer his 

Marcella had her CouragO #l;&^dual 

to bear the sighti'-:^^^ v^ : J ' 4 -* l 

The magician the 

same colour, and 

quite worm and moth the 

floor, and began to nmUer sonte ih^*^ book, in 
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tlie most imposing and melancholy tune. Vrom time lo time he 
uttered aloud ''some words of extraordinary sound, which quite 
astounded Don Marcos, who l|ad .never heard anything like them 
before. TheV^Spod. hidalgo/kept loolgngat all $ides, and listening to 
the slighi^ir^bUnd \yhich ho fh oughi^igh tjpy^We the appearance of 
the detpdh^tWtWagio give him ^tHo^r^qdired: information . 

The , 4^o]6^er continued t^ raake the . cjtele :ch\the floor, and he 
' occasidhithy threw into a brarier which stood beside him, a powder, 
which was foKvwed by a sulphurous flame. “ 0 demon Caiqtiiinorm ! 
thou wBage careV is to watch the ways of travellers, and to know their 
d e sign ^ desli n ations, 1 command thee to come thither, tint, in the 

presorted Jpf’ Poll Marcos find myself, thou may st relate the intentions 
of thfetpebple whom they seek, and the place wjhere they are to be 
foimd>^®^hte quickly, or dread my displeasure: Ah/' he continued, 
after idfilttle pause, “dost thou rebel, wicked*sprite? then listen, and J 
will unfold to thee the extent of my power/ 1 With* his rod he then 
continued, to describe the circle, and muttered some other passages 
from fhebook in a quick and hurried manner, at the same time pro- 
diicin^gbe ?^ different colours from the brarier, which, with the in- 
sufferablrsrhel], excited certain uneasy sensations in the- breast of Don 

Marca$S?y '■ .. £- - 

Th<iTsi%e^ how finding the time appioach, and Don Marcos not very 
well fo^bd fot.lhe result, exclaimed aloud, " O thou that boldest the 
keys pf ^the infernal gates, command thy guardian Cerberus to' allow 
the demon Cafquimorro to pass, that he may tell us; where those 
travend&:fee concealed whom wc seek, or I will torment Ihcc cruelly. 
At tfijff si^oment the boy, wlio had charge of the cat, getting fire to 
son\e pg^bu$tibles which were fastened to the animal's tail, and at the 
same Sdi^funloosing the cord, he sprung upwards to , the window, 
covew^%kfc jfire, and screaming with frightful energy ,\and without 
payings ^h^.fttiallest respect to Do&JMarcos, who sat beneath, for he 
c ame- down upon his head, scorching the poor hidalgo’s hair 
and thus scampered through the apartmenf into the street. 

who had been already worked up to ja pitch of exciic- 
Tncnt^j^^fetP, hearing the terrific screaming, and^feiimg the fiery 
hi? head, leaving by ^the w^ty^s^-his infernal 
Vitli a sudden and uncontrdgjablVrqpalm, fancying 
thafc^w^p^f ' oi)p/ devil be had beheld the frh tx' £<g&lation of the 
longer -able to cpnceal^^^ and without 
hea^h^^^P^^l^i'-pried at that out;- 1?., plafiMa they will be 

cries of Don 

M the 'bit 'spa mpe ring about 

thp whom was. the 

whence ctiHA Mr il&^^i^fSund Marcella and the 
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astrologer endeavouring to restore Don Marcos, but .in \ain. The 
nlquizilli having notice of the transaction, were soon oft the spot, and 
not being able to ascertain the meaning of ,-th? disturbances, they left 
Don Marcos in the cHargeOfMar^U&:W^ and carried 


ordered the prisoner? to"t)6 broughtbefore hitk / ifaylin^%ard the 
case, be sent to inquire whether DonMarco** wai good 

luc k he had been restored, and having heard from Mar^la^aeeount 
of the transaction^ the circumstances of which, in .Ms:^)^^e; hnd 
entirely feu 'gotten, ‘he was obliged to acknowledge liimseft%pi^f the 
most cowardly of men. * D 

He was then ^akeri before the justices ; and in the COu^ <^;^xaini- 
nntion the circumstances of his marriage, and all the misfortut^^hich 
followed it, were extracted from him. He gave of 

his agreement with the astrologer, and what had followed ^ itty and 
i elated, that, upon reading certain books of diablerie, them ^<ied a 
devil or devils, more horrible than ever man beheld* not 

able to endure^ the sight, he fell to the ground. / 

The astrologer in his defence declared that it was .merfcjf ^little 
innocent aihusement; and produced the books, which^;m$fiead of 
diablerie, were simply a copy of the romance of Amadis of feaulfj and 
as to the demon so horrible to behold, the poor cat -wasf produced, 
found dead in the street. / 

At the relation of this ridiculous story, the whole co^rt 'b^klloto a 
laugh, and poor Don Marcos, who had lost his m on ey; HQw^beca j nc 
tho jest of the bystanders. Such was his rage and sha^*$iat he 
could have putan end to the astrologer and himself, more gadtfeularly 
as the case yys& dismissed by the judges, with an admohidW^ bon 
Marcos to. be' ntpre cautious in future, and not to dis- 
turbing the c pe 2 ice.; They then left the office ; all very^e{f;;^p$fiecl 
except the pop?; hidalgo, whose continued misfbrtunerMj^^pbercfL 
him of reason,^ w I ~ 

On returnffl^vto. the palace of his master, he found fe|&^.;Wftich 
on opening follows •* ;•* 

“To Don Martfpsthe misef, health, &e." - Therxtm^h^^' save 
money will ref^idtaself the necessaries of life, and; te- 

res t alone, \vithq|g&iy^oth^r inquiry than thi 

by^ pursuing 
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this letter, th^t together with the disgrace he had publicly endured, 
and the entire hopelessness of ever recovering his six thousand ducats, 
he was seized with a fit of illness, which, in the course of a few days, 
mercifully put an' end to his miserable existence*, 

Donna Isidora did not escape, without' the reward due to her 
treachery ; for, arriving at Barcelona with f :berilbgotten spoils, one 
night, when fast asleep, and fancying herself quite secure, Augustin 
and I nes embarked secretly on board a vessel bound to Naples, taking 
with them e^y thing that she possessed in the , world. Thus left 
destitute, 'Donn&dsidora was obliged to return to Madrid, where, 
reduce^ to the most extreme privation and distress, she earned a 
precarious and scanty subsistence from the alms pf the charitable. 
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This writer flourished at a period when the "CaStiii^H^hguo go 
approached its highest degree of polish and perfection, works 

boar sufficient evidence of that superior elegance, purit^rf and correct- 
ness which then generally prevailed. These advantages, ^however, 
when unaccompanied by higher qualities, are not such, &s- loanable a 
wi iter to attain any considerable celebrity, especially in walks of 
fi< lion and imagination, and surrounded by contemporaries, ggfjjfixi with 
loftier powers. The degree of reputation, therefore, wh i^Jtea^quired 
not w ith standing the established fame of his great predecessors, redounds 
the more highly to his credit. . V • ' 

In regard to' the particulars of his life, it is only recorded, that 
Matins tie los Reyes was a native of Madrid, and wrote aboufcihe year 
1624, after the period when Mendoza, Aleman, and Cervantes had 
banished the taste for novels of chivalry, and those .of, a moral and 
serious cast, in favpur of those of a more lively, satirtca^and adven- 
turous kind ; ip particular the novelets picorescas , which fotpt ^distinct 
class of their, own. - *. 

In the work entitled Cnrial del Parnaso , first published, at Madrid 
in 1624.' and from which we have borrowed the specim&if hire given 
of his productions, Reyes appears to have adopted Trajapp^Uccalin i, 
an eminent: Italian, as his model. He subsequently ^ pu^|.^i^'^notlier 
work, entitled'' Para Alguttos (For Some FeopIe)^a^ : ^ 1 ^ 6 ^tost to 
which his fambus contemporary, Mont a Ivan, brought^ t2a^sort of 
companion with the name of Para Todos (For Every ^fepdy^ in both 
of which tHc writers treat on a great variety of subjects, tyMh . moral 
tracts and eJ^atop^es.: &*-«*.■ 

In addition^’ the two works already mentioned, istf^serious 
romance (MOB#^rious ' to the reader) entitled ElMenan^y^^ch 
has been attrjb^ijsd^tp Reyes ; a strange compound.of phiv|lr^ adven- 
tures and mbr^^att$es, ; ,,q€ too, '.grave and prolix ^ to 

invite attentiomJ|^(£ 4 ^: 5 r <L ,*V : : : 
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THE DtJM B LOVER Af D H I S 
PHYSICIAN. 

One wquli imagine, after considering how Adam lost his innocence 
Sampson 'Jus ^strength, Asher his constancy, David his holiness, and 
Solomdn liis wisdom, by having a wife, that a man would examine 
what measure he possesses of these good qualities, before he commit 
himself to the marriage state. The wise man has well said, in relation 
to this subject, that “it is better to dwell in the wilderness than with a 
contentious and an angry woman ; ” and the following taje is a striking 
illustration of the same point. 

In the'castle of Montcaller, not far distant from Turin,' the capital 
of the Dujfife of Savoy, lived the widow of one of the principal chevaliers 
of that country* She was young, beautiful, and accomplished, and her 
ictired hiid amiable manners shed the lustre of virtue over her per- 
sonal graces/ ‘ So unostentatious was her behaviour, that she seemed 
to have bOeh all her life the inhabitant of a village, rather than of a 
court ; dhd determining upon never again marrying, she retained only 
one domestic; and inhabited a small and lonely country house. Here 
she employed 'herself in the humblest duties of life, seldom 1 allowed 
lierself to;^seen, except in going to mass on festival days,;/ and lived 
in a inann^i^ftjSgether below her proper condition. , ■" V. 

It is 1ft that country, for the ladies, in time of peace, to 

e ntertahi^^y ;Ulustriou s strangers who may happen to lie travelling 
through all the attentions of domestic hospitality j hut Finea, 

the nai^O^bor heroine, abhored this custom, 4nd|0ii a|i occasions, 
rook pf her solitude to prevent the' intrusion* of, company. 

But aboOt^fip- time, ;th ere arrived at Montcaller^ the % cnValier whose 
misforidrp^; Ite/Subject of our story. He Slight famous 

t h rough^fc p'r^incc for his valour, and add^Hs/^ancl had come 
t hither. public,, hU£idCs$. ^ 

his purpqs^fe^t^the ;tedin^ v p^^^j^^ir; return home to 
hear H e saw her, was 

and *host passionately 

cnamouied if Mty the usual course of things, his 
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passion was strong in proportion tp the difficulties^ which opposed 
themselves to its gratification. ^s!^nin^ v ^therefore> to Turin, and 
completing his to Mont- 

caller, to pursue, 

days in reconnoiti&g^but .his tmstress c c, 

except, as befor<^;iri" heriSvilk to ^churctf y: ! _and^t^ he 

atten^ted to address her ; she covered he? face with Ser. iaAtls, so as 
to forbid any conversation 1 . Piqued beyond bearing jtv tKi^S^C knight 
felt his love stilly increasing as her disdain became tnone^ah ifes t. 
He used every art of the' lover, enlarged his presents as^fcfs hopes 
decreased, multiplied his attentions in proportion as i'ihe;,'?fejectcd 
them, and the .more severely she repulsed him, the more £afnest was 
lie in his suit. ’But neither presents, attentions, nor ^tieh^VaVailcd 
any thing, with the "firmness and austerity of the widoW. ^/the miser- 
able lover was able neither to obtain the least sign of success, nor to 
diveit his thoughts a. moment from his design. He lbst hfeappetite, 
sleep fled his eyes, and he fell into a dreadful sickness; phy- 

sicians, not discovering the scat of the disease, could applynp fChiedy, 
and he went stepby step towards the grave. While iathis ephdition, 
he was visited by a friend of his, a knight of EspoletPv To him, 
Lclio, the name of our hero, related the story of his and the 
cause of his- sickness ; particularizing and dwelling upprt,th<e cruelly 
and harshness of his mistress, which would, without doubtf prove the 
cause of his d$ath.\ The knight of Espoteto, finding thei origih \pf his 
friend’s illness, said to him affectionately, “ Lclio, trust, thi^f! affair of 
your love to my hands. Fear not but that I shall discover some 
method for bringing this lady to a more tractable state ;bf jbind.” — 
“ I ask no more/* replied the sick man, "but that yott.WC^sj^fcak to 
her, and telpher the condition into which her cruelty, ha&thrfcwn me ; 
for I think if she knew it, she would not be so inexorable^6^;sp.obsti' 
nately opposed to my passion. But tell me, how db' ^otl4ntefid pro- 
ceeding? for I halve employed both entreaties and straf^^ths.tobbUiin 
only one hqu&s interview, yet without success." w 'Attendif:)Sdid the 
other, “to youriecovery, and leave everything else to 
Lclio was cqht|iited with the promises of his frfendy^ad;fc a few 
days, to the astonishment of his physicians, was in a cohditfon^b leave 
his ch amben , v ^^o/iiatives of Espoleto are all,.greait : ^Blt^s:, and 
endowed wjth^^dy tWiti;. , They are admirable' Saint 
Anthony, wbo^e^^tef’hey^dvbcate' through";^ 

all whom tliey 

was of this set 

about fulfilling it ixt their 
occupation already mentfoh&i* fdr their 

traffic in all female curiosities, he thought be make use of this 
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circumstance to accomplish his designs. He accordingly bought a 
basket, furnished- it with wares,, and, having clad ' himself like a travel- 
ling mprehajit, $et &&for before Finea’s 

house, ti^pudly recounted iift 0 the lady, hearing 

his noise;‘stepped to r the /dopr 'Korself^iid bepkoned him with her 
hand. The pedlar was not backward in accepting tjhq invitation ; and 
when htt had entered; the house, taking advantage of his assumed olcl 
age, he .began V* converse with great ease and garrulousness. The 
lady pu,t her jmnctSnto the basket, and having shown great skill in her 
judgment of the different articles, at last fixed her attention* on a piece 
of valuable and .very beautiful stuff, saying, if she could she would 
have pi^r'cliised the whole of it. “Schora/* said the,, pedlar, “lake 
the whoje^hsk not the price either of this or anything else here— all is 
at your service. I am sufficiently paid in finding they arc agreeable 
to your taste.” “Heavens,” said the lady, “I require nothing but 
what ilcan pay for; women like me must not receive things for 
nothing, fetyt I thank you for your kindness ; tell me the price I pray 
you, it is. not right you should be so liberal of your p property and 
iubour.? - “ If,” rejoined the pedlar, “ you have a heart as generous as 
your countenance is beautiful, you will receive what I offer as 
cuaiing^from one who desires to consecrate them on the altar of your 
beauty*”.^ * 

Kindi* hearing this, blushed like a rose opening its young buds to 
the first; >f ay sun. Looking attentively at the supposed merchant, 
she sai^,“you astonish me much by speaking ajs you do; I should 
wish to kngyv to what purpose you thus address me, since I am per- 
suaded,, you arc under an error, and mistake the person to whom you 
are sent”. 1 Then, without changing his appearance, but with eyes bent 
clovvnwards,he spoke of the sufferings which her disdain, had caused 
to Lelipi ^^ passionately he loved lier, and how riq qqe else in the 
world greater accomplishments, or could be found in the 

court of *vith more wealth, valour, courtesy^ affability; at length 
he suftgmm -$o well, that Finea agreed to give hd ; lover a secret 
intervieffe^pppintipg both the time and place. * i • 

at his friend’s diligencei.iajs^'.fea^toDing at the 
appoixj^iT|^e tg>4$& place assigned by F i nea, wa| deducted by her, 
in domestic, into a '3ow : back . but which 

was the. being heard by 

the began by 

MuitH 7dyes ; fyH^o|4bv^::iiM’’tenderness, saying 
how her to have 

r ve^ had ceased to think 
ot* fovc ; th'at she.j|pw' only i^arded the services of religion, and that 
there were many fnorc beautiful women under* no such restraints. At 
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last, after much reasoning, the poor lover, seeing that Jie was fatiguing * 
himself in vain, and, that §be wa^.determined not to give him any 
comfort, with tear? in tj> cjie, said , " Since I 

extremity of my 

request; it is,- th^at y^u'wquld grant merp^^cc)f^ of our 

Thft lady sought a moment to reply. u I qu^sUdh^i^|. ; she at 
length, u if your love, Senqr Lelio, be as great as yoti’ sajfiCi S&t' to try 
it, you slyill swear to observe one request which l and 

which, if you religiously fulfil, shall obtain my regard in rctttt#.** The 
incautious cavalier solemnly swore to do whatever. T^ch ' should 
require, and besought her to declare her wishes. - , ,1^ 

“ Sen or Lelio,” said she, “ I grant your petition ; andyqii must 
fulfil mine, according to your solemn oath. That which,T!-rcquire of 
you then is, that, for the space of three years from this txm^, ypu speak 
no more with any human being, neither man nor woman, Whomsoever 
it may be — that for this space you live as if you \ypfp idtumb ! n 
Wonderful that thus- at the feet of a woman, the spoil pt her^ dexterity, 
should have fallen all the wisdom and valour of a knight ^fcll were 
the sentiments pf the wise man and of Saint liicronimvis;hpw ex- 
emplified! Lelio was for. a moment thunderstruck at his" mistress’s 
demand, which appeared mad and foolish, and almost impossible to be 
observed. However, having taken a most solemn oatli, het^tOrminecl 
upon fulfilling the .promise. Having, therefore, made $7ghs,with his 
hand, placing it on his mouth, and thus assuring, Jhn;U<ly. of his 
intention, he departed, after a similar farewell, to his home. . * 

Continuing in the same determination after his retuSi tqto^erve his 
oath inviolably, he pretended to have become suddenly duisbr^a mis- 
fortune for w&Jch he was greatly pitied by all who kne^>hi?^ From 
Montcallerihe went to Turin, still pretending to be suj^rihgjithder the 
loss of-his sp^e^h. He then proceeded to Ferrara, w^itfceilbk|s fame, 
as one of thej^ravest and most accomplished, cheyaii^s ife^ibpe, had 
preceded ^!the;duke accordingly invited him tplhi| v Cq^rf here 
his noble beaxipj^ won.him the respect of the courtie^.a^ 
tion of the* \impf.XAto opportunity also soon occif^,^^ifj^ch he 
rendered tKj d^^b gqpd service by his knightly prowe$sj war 

in which' the engaged had no than 

he aid. 

But the the 

affliction undek|jm|pS^^^ 
should be left 

knight should receivq to pre* 
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vc*nt needless tipuhlc, that they who failed should forfeit as much, or 
be imprisoned in default of payment. Numbers were the unfortunate 
physicians who employed all the iespiactes^pf their art in vain, and 
repented of having ever made t;Ke prisoxu ; At length Finea, 

secretly 'sjeeure of jsuccess,offe^^ j but all the 

courtiers Mdiculed the- idea of a woman’s pc^drhsthS a cure in which 
so mafcy, learned men had failed^ The date^hp^ever, determined 
on making the experiment of her skill, and directed her to. be shown 
the apartment of Lelio, which was in the most retired part of the 
palace. ^ t 

Finea, however, was not met with the ardour which she had, it may 
be supposed* expected. The knight armed himself with reason and 
resolution^ #nd resisted every approach of tenderness, 'with the sus- 
picion tfiaVshe had been attracted by the reward rather than by love 
and compassion for him. He called to mind also the greatness of the 
affection, he had showed her— the cruel manner in which she had 


treated him, 1 and how much he had suffered for her sake. Having a 
little tempered his passion by these means, he determined upon taking 
vengeance 7 for her cruelty, and making her suffer in turn- Finea, 
therefore, haying saluted him courteously, and mentioned the reasons 
for desiring to see him alone, without obtaining the . expected reply, 
said, “'Sefior Lelio, do you not know me? Do you not see that I am 
your mistress, Finea, to whom you a little time since niade so many 
professions of love ?* » ' - 

He answered her by signs that he knew her well, and then, touching 
his tongu0 and shaking his head, gave her to understand he had not 


the power ;of speech, 

Finea answered him a little anxiously, that she absolved, him from 
liis oath—thatshc would keep her promise, and excuse him the half- 
year, still wanting to complete the period of his silence^-that she had 
come to ^ei^tra for the sole purpose of doing this, andgiving him 
a full assurance of her affection. To all which Ldio; gave no reply, 
but touotiihg his tongue and sorrowfully shrugging.up hi$;shoulders. 

The seeing the resolution of Lelio, was at a losSNvhat to do ; 

for neither^ienrs, promises, nor entreaties, were,;able .fe , effect the 
miracle bpasted herself capable of perfoth^ing. ^ At last, find- 

ing no^mgpf any avail, she was obliged to retire msudcessful, and in 
default^®^g thej|ne, was thrown into prison ^th:^ who had 
made cure. : - After thk^e^l^^rjthe -cavalier, 


made vag 
well tarn 
the dime! 




thSn-for their sufferings 


Jt,s ei?k ; fh&tsith^ry rimpWj^fts, "Finea whs then sent for, and in 
1 f j,i many f * ' 1 ■ 
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the presence of all the court Lelio said, “ Well do you know, Senorn, 
how long and how faithfully I served you^and how truly I deserved to 
obtain that return which t ^ , the lapdfails not to give 
her faithful lover ;.J?£ll liiflO'^S'the. reward [ 

received for my ' solejpn oath, 

to three years* siiehfe5>Qiis penhflee f ha^ fbbfe^^ wit^ut the 
slightest remission V' and J would rather haveTdied tli&t )iafc£ : failed in 
the observance, a And nowy although your rigour de^efffed^i greater 
punishment than ’that you have received, I am deterniined-foifuse my 
power wit\ lenity ; and , I, therefore, publicly say, that- Vptt^ought to 
receive the reward , promised for my cure, and I supplicate his . high- 
ness to give it, you for a dowry, and to pom it me to espotfseyou, 
hoping that you will in future be more cautious and tractable.*^ 

The duke and all his courtiers greatly applauded the address of 
Lelio, and his highness immediately ordered the fifty thousand florins 
to be given to Pinea, as being rightly due to her for the cure of ‘Lelio. 
To the knight he gave fresh assurances of favour and promotion ; and 
the nuptigds being celebrated with all due rejoicing, he succeeded in 
persuading Lelio to settle in Ferrara, where he spent his days with 
Finea in peace and happiness. 
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I was tie only and beloved child of parents who bestowed upon me 
an excellent ^education. No sooner had I mastered .the first elements 
of Jearnipg^than they sent me to the famous uni versity of Bologna, 
under the guardianship of a particular friend, called Federico, one of 
the most wealthy merchants in that city, and universally known and 
respected!,. /He had a son exactly of my own age ; nor did the resem- 
blance -between us end here ; it extended equally to our features, 
character, and manners. Add to this, that our student's stresses being 
the same*, W£ were not unfrequently accosted the one for the other. 
My reception by Federico’s family was like that of his own son, with - 
whom, indeed, I soon became more intimate ; our studies aftd pursuits 
Yk ere the same, and the same .apartments were assigned us* , 

This acquaintance gradually ripened into a more perfect ‘friendship, 
and \ve >vere.soon seldom to be seen out of each otherty company. It 
seemed asjif >ye had only one mind, and every thing/even tO Qur most 
secret feelings, 1 was mutually communicated. 

Four years had elapsed without any interruption of ’our youthful 
amity and ^gard, when one day it was my fate, in passing, along one 
of the .pijjjeipai streets, to fix my eyes upon a beaUf ifu^and richly 
attired frjd^TOoking from a' balcony, the mere sight pjf^oih excited 
such soul, that I felt as if bereft of life iaher absence 

--the Ip^^wisibft .was ever before my eyes-rf was. enslaved, impas- 
sioned, master of my own mind.' ■ V^A-V' 

It wdi^^^h;,frbwever, to dilate onthe progress of 
my enougli that the lady wa^^qt jiqlBnsi ble to its 

c xtreha^%i|ei^^ A and ; intensity^and return^i^i^ ' scarcely less 
fervotij^^^g^iftfted Jo have caught Abe ,^§^J^d.alI*al>sorbiiig 

of my 

' * Wti of our passionate 
vows and wishes, L&u^ of the advantage of 
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such an alliance, and being oil intimate terms with Ijie family, made 
proposals to the parents of Lisarda, ray friend, to bestow his daughter’s 
hand in marriage, j$n& cefraenfc tJte hidon^tWeea. the families by still 
stronger tics. Thebe lityiio difficulties. ivL th$; way^^he proposals wore 
accepted, and hymone: with less hesitaiibh th^ friend 

Lisardo. Laura had Ftvere the only pei^bn^ wio . cause for 
regruj ; although; situated as we were, we could not rhakelkpown our 
wishes. We trussed rather to fortune than to the risfe p f ^prq&lai m i » g 
our secret correspondence ; but not without experieftciugt : as will 
shortly aj9pear r the ill effects of such secret proceedings, with all those 
doubts, and fears;, and agonies of suspense felt most deeply. by those 
who most truly love; I adored Laura, yet not more than I valued and 
esteemed my Mend. His visits became* more and mpreirequent ; our 
very resemblance rendered my risk t he greater ; often I fancied Laura 
smiled upon him* and, spite of the most virtuous resolutions, 'the pangs 
of jealousy shot through my heart. With the most fascinating man- 
ners, and nearly always in her presence, Lisardo pressed? the advam 
tdges lie thus enjoyed ; and I shortly after heard that the period of his 
intended nuptials was approaching. What were my eruptions— the 
fierce struggles between love and duty — upon hearing this intelligence ; 
and from the ',ljps of my rival, yet my. dearest friend. My- sense of 
honour, my obligations to him and to his family, forbade me to cross 
his path; but .still I felt that 1 could never vanquish, never survive 
this first and fatal passion of my breast. • ... , *’;• 

1 had nothing left but to die ; yet. my virtuous education,- and my 
principles^ seemed to cut off and prohibit this last resource. 'V I could 
not even tear.myself away from the spot ; and such Was the- intense- 
ness of my suffering, that it at last manifested itself to all in a deep 
and settle^* melancholy, soon followed by a severe, and dangerous 
illness. To me this was‘ a relief; the anxiety and attentieins 0 f my 
friend LisaVBo%erp incessant ; he hardly ever left my cduch^a}! which 
only aggravated- my, distemper ; and in a few weeks die physicians 
despaired of my life. Such was my friend's affliction; that tie np longer 
thought of celehrat^g his marriage on the appointedt&y : singu I a r 

as it may seenylfeel convinced that it was this rcsofotion bn his pan 
that saved a premature grave. Yet I long-lity unconscious of 

my sufTermgsf'^b^t' ‘(tipi Jjhast of which was the neci^sity.ofccpncealirig 
the source -which I now not 

at first a yish 'fo J suf- 
fered upon li^ui obtained^ to 

reveal our c^rlj; ihg ' .befog, and she 

had never me 

than my own 

by me. Her silence strgi&a and must 

have forgotten her curliest vows, v y v 
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While in this -state of suspense, my friend one evening approached 
my bed side, ana addressing me in a more earnest and affectionate 
tone than usual, he said,— “ Now, my friend Ricardo, you know with 
what pleasure l had looked forward to my approaching 

nuptials With your presence. But since ;ybtt c^ntihhe thus confined to 
a sick chamber, I have ceased to dw.eU 'wfth the same delight upon the 
celebration ;pf a love festival that cannot : beglatidened by your eyes. 
Such in truth is my concern, that the esteemed and beloved cfoject 
herself, — my own Laura, no longer .fills my thought^ as heretofore, 
being busied rather with devising plans how best 1 to .divert the deep 
sadness that preys upon your mind. To do this, believe me, 1 would 
adventure the. most precious of all I possess, even went it to the sacri- 
fice of my oAVn peace and honour.” > • 

I thanked' him, and added, that he could give me no greater plea- 
sure than that of his company, which ever cheered and consoled me. 

“ Then why,” he replied, “ should you sigh so deeply as you speak 
thus ; unless there be something beyond what my society can relieve? 
Confide in tn<?, I entreat you, and on the faith of a loyal friend, I will 
make every effort, as 1 said, to procure you the desired relief.” “ You 
are, indeed, kind,” 1 then replied, “ but the cause of my suffering is, 
alas ! irremediable ; and, since you could not, though you knew, remove 
it, is it at all proper on my part to unfold it to you ?” ' 

“ What'CVil,” he interrupted, “can there possibly exist that calls for 
so much seeresy ? Surely you show too little confidence in one so 
sincerely devoted to you j and who may well doubt your friendship, if 
you persist; in disguising the real truth.” “ Nay,” replied I,- “doubt 
not the perfect sincerity of my regard ; there is no one from whom I 
would less, willingly conceal all I know.” 

“ But you compel me,” exclaimed Lisardo, in anger ; “ andyou must 
now either consent to unfold the cause of your continued ^depression, 
or to see $ttr Intimacy broken off from this time forth/* - 
UnableJpnger to withstand solicitations and threats like these, I* 
came to the. resolution of confiding to him the whole ; no less to comply 
with his request, than to relieve my mind from the? painful secret which 
oppressed:it fc i;rrhis I did in the fullest and most undisguised manner, 
excusing for not having earlier revealed;my >ad story, by 

pleading^jtS^s^imption of Laura to that effect. ' > V' ' 

He liStenM;fn perfect silence till I touched upon 1 this last topic, 
when hilfeipfn^trupted me by saying, * Yet ;I m^t;^^;complarn of 
your as not evep th« have 

shewn for 'you. More 

♦han this" wishes ; while 

of without 

becoming m the remotest degree ' culpable, either in your eyes or in 
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those of the world. Henceforth, however, consider yourself ;is freed 
from your cause of sorrow ; for you only shall become possessed ot the 
hand of Laura. It would be -unreasonable, in me to desire the pos- 
session of one whou is already betrothed, ! atjd\tbem <can be nothing 
extravagant in myvresignipg her to: you now/weh -^assure you, that, 
were she mine, I/shQuld pp.tr hesitate to give her . tip m exchange for the 
restoration of your health. Be, of good cheer/ therefore, ahd. recover 
with odl speed, that we may proceed to put our interided (j€sign into 
effect." / ‘ :l 

It would be vain to attempt to describe the excessive' joy that 
thrilled niy heart on hearing these words. It seemed as' & all my 
sufferings had miraculously ceased, and the only painful sensation was 
that of having too unworthily estimated the generous andjnoble cha- 
racter of a friend capable of such true greatness and self-denial/ Not 
a word of gratitude could I utter ; my eyes were riveted upon the 
ground ; and I can only recollect that, in attempting to give. utterance 
to my feelings, I burst into a flood of tears. - * s : > ’ 

He threw his/arms about my neck, knowing the cause of my emo- 
tion, and then said, — "It is all well, Ricardo; I have no, cause to 
complain, and you ought not to think so, as it would seem by this 
extreme delicacy of feeling you have done. In that case even, you 
were pardoned) if such additional proof of my regard for you be at all 
wanting to set. your mind at rest. Try then to get well as sOon as you 
can, for I feel interested in settling every thing to your satisfaction as 
speedily as possible." 

Hearing him speak thus, I ventured to mention the many difficulties 
that seemed to stand in the way of my availing myself of his generous 
design, — "For how, my dear friend, can we prevail uponvLaura’s 
parents to transfer their affection from you to a mere Stranger* of 
whose character-they are almost wholly ignorant ? ” HisUhs^Wer was, 
— “ Are you well; assured of the affections of Laura, —does sh<| sincerely 
wish to become your wife ? ” ; - 

Being assured tjiat she did, he continued : “ Seeing it' i£$a, wc have 
nothing to fear jk and what we cannot effect by dint of reason ^kh the 
parents, we must contrive to bring about by art. Youare&wiire how 
very n early . we resemble each other in person, so as evOjJ: ta.jdeceive, 
at times, our most* intimate friends. N ow here lies the bestje^pce of 
our future success*/. 0 

“ The marriag^a. intended, to be celebrated' in.' and 
not until evertij0^^^s;,ii favour my plan,. -which J$t »£ will 
consent to ren>at$ | room* jai if cejnfined\py-^|rM%dll the 

hour arrives. J andpajf y otf by 

the rest of the attire, 

I will remain in your’ ph^: Mfayed as the 

bridegroom, and clairn thb hand pf^jMtrb&ov^ Who having 
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first loved you. will justly become' your own. The Into hour, and our 
resemblance, will sulliciciUly favour the intended l&appy result. In 
order, moreover, to avoid anything like imposition upon your beloved 
Laura, and to enhance her pleasured, iiwill be preferable to inform her 
of our intention.: "’When the parents afterwards learn the truth, they 
will becoftie reconciled to what cannot be helped. You must, first, 
however, Wcdver your good looks, lest 1 should* otherwise be dis- 
covered j and until you be perfectly restored, I will invent ..some 
excuses fit other to delay the period of my intended marriage. 1 ’ 

This ingenious, yet harmless device, was much applauded by me ; 
and my gratitude to the best of friends,— at once my physician and 
my benefactor, — knew no bounds. I Iosl no time in communicating 
our plan- to Laura, reporting every particular ; and had the delight of 
ascertaining that she entered fully into ail our feelings, expressing 
herself in the most lavish and grateful terms at this unexampled act of 
virtuous love and friendship. 

Such was' its effect upon my health, that within a very few days I 
felt myself wholly a different being, and without the least traces of 
illness remaining in my appearance. Indeed, I was already equal to 
the task of assuming the character of Lisardo, who instantly fixed 
upon the day to be appointed for his marriage. When the happy 
morning arrived, 1 feigned evuenn' illm-i-s, and my friend aftected a 
wish to delay the cerom-ms to another d«>}. lint this not be in ■ com- 
plied with, on the part of Lam d* j. iu nu. he was easily induced to 
acquiesce, so that before evo nry* the bride made her appearance at 
the house of Federico, »»> friends father, and Lisardo came to an- 
nounce to me the long \wdicd for intelligence. What were my sensa- 
tions as he began to disrobe himself of all his bridal grace and 
gallantry* to bestow them upon mo ! I would have resisted, but it was 
too late pit was the work of a moment, and with a cheerful air my 
friend assisted and encouraged me. lie then gently compelled me to 
leave tl|«?roOirn, and proceeded to assume my place. - 1 joined the 
bridal an elegant apartment below stairs. There I look the 

willing Hand^pf my Laura, and wc pledged our mutual faith before the 
holy equal sincerity and rapture, in the presence of the 

brid^^R^mciaAd friends. 

The gt^ts .thcn sat down to supper — I say the guests, because the 
only . and myself was the conscious delight wc dare 

h ardly" e, of belonging to each other, and. which made it im- 
possible^;^; jft relish , any other repast By degrees the company 
broke till at lettgthy jtfter so many trials and dis- 

appointri^i^ oufSelVes in each presence, and none 

beside ntsrt WJS$6 d^eUjCiaii S’ ^nloment;^ guest retired— 

w hc»? Worn— my bride— 

my wife. * ''' ' 
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And whose, on the ensuing morrow, were the fir*t congratulations 1 
received? Those of our noble friend and benefactor, jLo whose apart- 
ment I hastened the moment of quitting my own. He embraced me, 
and we next began to consult respiting ',the best means of coming to 
an amicable explanation bf the whble affair j ..agd^^gth determined 
on going instantly txymy high 

worth and prudence we had every reason : td con^^f ^^^idcs, he 
lovec^mc little less than hi S own son, and wonld h^V^ iio^difeculty in 
reconciling the parents and friends of Laura to the ldea'bfe^pe ivin g 
me in the place of Lisardo. Upon seeing us, he expressed'MissUrprise 
that his son Lisardo should so early have left the side o£ m&i lovely 
Laura ; but it was much greater when he beheld me, aftidt riot 3his‘ son, 
arrayed in the bridegroom’s dress, and kneeling to receivers pardon 
and blessing. Wc then gave him an exact account of every thing as 
it had passed. Here, however, his surprise gave way to a,, flush of 
passion too evident to bo concealed. The idea of not having previ- 
ously been consulted, and of his son's having resigned s6 t lovely a 
bride, and so wealthy an alliance, one indeed every way so.desirable, 
without his permission, were certainly trying to his feelings. / 'At the 
same time, h<? was aware of the powerful iuilucncc of Laura’s friend*, 
and that they would by no means submit even to the appearance of 
such Jin affront. Yet he concealed his fears at the time, and having 
checked the tirst sallies of his indignation, he merely observed : — 
u Yout friendship, my son, must assuredly have been very great ; such 
an action display's at least some generosity, if not magnanimity of 
mind. For Lisardo, doubtless, had the hand and fortune of Laura in 
his own power, which he as freely relinquished in his friend's behalf. 
This, as far as regards yourselves, may perhaps be right ; but in 
respect to Laura’s parents, it will be looked upon, as nil these secret 
proceedings generally are, as neither more nor less than unjustifiable 
imposition.” “ These difficulties,” replied Lisardo, u are precisely what 
we wish to consult you upon, and if possible to remove^; To your 
greater prudence we look for safety in the approaching storm —-to 
conduct our adventurous little bark of friendship to ij$ desired haven, 
in peace. No one so well as yourself can display tire invisible and 
brilliant qualities of my friend Ricardo, 'to the eyes of parents. 

Be persuaded,' then, dear Sir, to forgive us, and to rehdefe ui^ome as- 
sistance in this bur singular and very unpleasant dilemma??'!*, , 

1\1 y friend’s father, somewhat softened, if not flattered? b^ dui? feumb]e 
and appealing depmi*$tfr* at JengJlV consent^ -itself 

the task of father,' and; tlie 

curious predicamentttfl^w^fclifwb Stood* ; jfKis ,he d|^ : !'ihW^|ijiutious 
and admirable a r imy the 

advantages of tfe,t ex- 

pressed their s a l i 5 fiic t i me as their 
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relative. The excellent Federico next wrote to my own parents, who 
though at first Surprised and shocked, no sooner learnt the particulars, 
than they set out for Bologna, bearing, with them an immense assort- 
ment of rjgh jewels,, and other/,, cgstly presents; much to the taste of 
their newfcfeJ^v^ They; soon, bdcame deligltdjd with the surpassing 
beauty, 'igrace^ and discretion of iny Laura; j ^ncF after residing at 
Bologna about ajnontlywe took our leave of my friend I.isardo, and 
his excellent father, in order to return to our native place. 

From die period, however, that >ve quitted Bologna, during more 
than two 'years* I was extremely uneasy at receiving no tidings of 
Lisardo; notwithstanding the most urgent and repeated inquiries. In 
the course. of my researches, I again visited Bologna, where the only 
intelligence . I , could gather, was of the death of his father, and my 
dear friend’s, final departure from that city. This redoubled my 
anxiety^: for, alas 1 what could I now think? Had my friend repented 
of the sacrifice made in my favour ; hail he been more passionately 
attached to Laura than I had from his conduct been led, to suppose ; 
and h^d he been unable to vanquish this deep-rooted. attachment? 
In the midst of these suppositions, I lost no time in endeavouring to 
trace his route j but all without avail. Still unwearied l>y disappoint- 
ments, 1. continued the pursuit, in the course of which I visited all the 
chief cities, the states and sea ports of Italy. 

Upon reaching Naples for the second time, and at length Blinking 
of my return home, 1 beheld, on entering one of the chief squares, a 
large concourse of people assembled, as if to witness some grand 
public spectacle. I succeeded in getting through part of the crowd, 
so as to extend my view ; and perceived that it was no other than 
preparations foi an execution. It was for the crime of homicide, and 
the insignia of death were already presented to my eyes j— the sword, 
the sand "to receive the blood, and the executioner at his /post. In a 
few morqents ■ afterwards the criminal was brought. Yprth; and took 
his staiiorLupon the sand in front of the executioner priest, ad- 
minis taring insolation, being seen on either side bf him; His features 
were deadly ^ale, yet noble and undaunted. I turned away my eyes— 
a strange: sensation came over me, as if some dream had suddenly 
rtxurred^ 4 my : mind ; and I again raised my eyes afid fixed them 
upon lU^c^ntenance, At that moment it chanced that our eyes met : 
a slight;4^K : $ufiused those white and deathly features. . I started, for 
I knew.A^Shen, ahd uttered a loud piercing cry, ijs a thrill of horror 
rail and 1 felt as. if sinking ' intp: the earth. As I 

lay 'suppm|d^ I'ihe pe3^dn&,.heafet9‘me, I heard my 

name strangler to my eai^ 

con tinned ' that ^y, yy qrit ; jfears had told 1 1' w as that of my 

friend Usarcte ) before me.' Great 
Gocl • yes it^fas tis^irdb; ^ tfe it was who now called hie— who vainly 
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tried to stretch forth his pinioned arms to embrace me. At that sight 
my terror and surprise vanished j starting from my Iwoon, I felt the 
strength of a giant, .as ‘ I;' “I arti the 
murderer ! that m^4a*ins^ $#.-not another 

murder to one -words, 1 

was already at ^'^frifetfd^^.dej - aha arms. 

But suddenly red(dlecti% ^yself> Textend<$hS^ the 

Sbinsi, who stbp^otttid the spot,* when the ^^le^^si^p#J[. came 
forward and bou iid jeny hands. All this seemed the \v^^^i;|pdinen i ; 
it acted like an electric shock upon the surrounding peofle^^JO gave 
vent to their -feelings iii mingled murmurs and applause!>- while my 
friend and myself stood lost to every feeling save that of d&Jght, but 
ill concealed, of meeting each other once more. 

One of the magistrates now came forward, and perc^ying the 
tumult had somewhat subsided, gave orders for the dispersion 'of the 
mob ; at the same time directing that botli Lisardo and 1 mjfsblf should 
be conducted to the public prison. , ^ ,va* . 

All we petitioned, for was, to be permitted to remain in the same 
place of conijnemcht until the affair should be further investigated ; 
and this, after some difficulty, was granted. What were.; Our ,fee 1 i ngs 
upon finding ' ourselves alone with each other. The firsts potion of 
Lisardo was to throw himself at my feet, and thank me as the pre- 
server of his life : “ But, alas/* he continued, “ at what a sacriftce, — at 
what a terrific risk. In accusing yourself of a heinous crjme^ou have 
done worse than preserve my life, — you have accused the innocent i — 
ah, why hot Save let justice take its course.” “ Justice!/’ I ex- 
claimed with: Sdrptise j “I never dreamed of inquiring.* . it is 
impossible;* : .“What,” replied Lisa/do, “ do you believe tbktft am not 
guilty ? " ' ‘‘ Gan I believe otherwise ? at the same, time ft^i^my eyes 
more intently upon his fate. “ Then,” he exclaimed ^iii/^ tone of 
heart-felt y ou are still my true friend,— rny% am 

indeed the vwnfcot injustice and I will now giyn ybU^^whole of 

my sad eveptfulhistory, until I became reduced to stage 

of human wretchedness and disgrace. . Ah, Ric^d4fe Within two 
months after you Ifft . Bologna, my dear father died- ThoUglfhc, stood 
high in cred^v^^Hh fcadnfc\*erbeen g&at j- 'tnctfUig^jfprtunate 
engagements hMfso far involved his affairs, that 
of ids accounts, ■^hfy dl'small surplus remained; “‘ Vir&eh.^e^ent, his 
credit and Mm* and , I whs left poor 

bird. in 

Laura would 

become her husB&^^f^a^iha^e me in 
difficulties, instead bf a#mtife4h^O0k;^^^^fo®4fewreaking 
their revenge upon me, for att^became my 

# V * 
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bitterest cncmie$. In short, I was soon compelled to leave my native 
city, with the poor wreck of my fortune-^-a few jewels — all that my 
creditors had jeft fee/ *nd takfcspriy m' $13 ; wide world before 

me.. Ohly^fifrtktys, L # , passing the out- 
skirts ' ^vood towage *'«fai. ; jpduckily set upon 

by robti&i? %j6o. xm4ly' : *s^ite$ I possessed, 

leaving the. hungry* in4 naked to proceed on my.:w $.i ]. 

“ In tfrf^e3$remity, V directed my steps towards a little village, a 
short \Vay[di5tati£, where the people out of compassion gave me these 
wretched g^tments in which you now see me. Jlenceforth l was com- 
pelled) border to support life, to beg my way from j?lace to place. 

“ Qfteir^id‘ihe idea of our former friendship cros&my mind, with a 
feeling bf ah^ulsh 1 cannot express. My pride had hitherto borne me 
up against 1 , fortune.; and forgive me, my dear friend*but I had resolved 
to endurg atfy 'degree of hardship, rather than appear in the form of a 
suppliant before one with whom I had always appeared on a footing of 
perfect equality, and who, moreover, conceived himself something 
indebted to me.. 13 ut now this foolish pride was completely subdued, 
and 1 sighed to reach the place of your residence^ spit'3 of my mis- 
givings that poverty was ever considered despicable and .loathsome, 
and that even I might not escape the contempt along with the pity of 
my formjiir friends. Yet even this last solace of seeing you once more 
before jbtfli&l seemed to be denied me ; for to sorrow and unheard of 
sullerings, "^ckness was now added, and for months I lay in a public 
. hospital, lingering between life and death. Nearly two years had 
clapsed^utce 1 left Bologna; I knew nothing of your place of .resi- 
dence)’ unable to have reached it if I had. .How often did 1 

sigh for-'doath, and think of different means of ridding; ihyself of so 
wretched jj&hf existence. But the cup of life’s bitterness' was not yet, 
full ; r^ad td^drnm it to the very dregs ; and it was yp\i r my Ricardo, 
who adipihf|^fed it' to me, though — ” * * \ i - 

“ I h lihgbssible— utterly impossible !— I have spughi. you every- 
where. 1 ‘tjfeft'-'UQsjheans untried to discover you, 1 *: . ‘ .... 

“ WoVe^^.;ipVat\your own country residence t only a very short 
time slneS^fein<juired Lisardo. 4‘V-v,' 

“• set out, agam almost ittirhedtfefel^ in- quest of 

“ Tr^^^qj^'d^sardo ; “yet you-saw tnen^Jrour own villa ; I 
ydif deigned not' jfrj&mgid bestow them ; 
but to relieve my 

u ams$^ require." 

f “ witft my honour ?— 

ki N 0_&f^qmt^ '^hri\v myself across your 
ftjsfiSatii give my name ; but with an angry 
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look, that shot through my soul, you bade me apply to your servant, 

and begone/ . ' - 'A4:? V*-^’<YSv* .J ' 


mendicant 

“ It was, u and^ 


:Vai^4ny suffer 


— it is surprisihg^hat I did not die of grief, upon or^^tuniccl 
my steps* I krt4w hot, and I "cared not, whitherf buf^ of 

some days I chanced to reach the spot where I was Ias£®Upd< I had 
no fear that fortune could have anything worse in reserye foV me, lmt 
1 was mista)^si,/v:I found an ancrent cavern, that seofnecb W' offer me 
some refuge against the inclemency of the season, and th^fe j took uj> 
my melancholy abode. I had not observed on entering, tnedfeid body 
of a man, near which I was early the next morning fopnd $l£jribei;ing, 
by some peasants of the district, who awoke me rudely, 4tjtbe same 
time pointing, to the corpse of the murdered man. 1 gazed on the 
terrific spectacle; yet was compelled to feel how far more. horrible 
must be my own. situation that taught me to envy eVen^such a lot. 


* Yes/ I exclaimed, ‘thou art at rest, and never curtst thpu, feel the 
agony which I now suffer. Would to heaven that I ~6ohId now 
exchange my place for thine. I should so have brought those hunum 
sorrows to, a final close.' „ " 


“I had little leisure, however, to indulge in lamentations oyer my 
unhappy lotw The ministers of justice were at harjd >. whoin, instead 
of avoiding,! met with a joyful and serene aspect, in the Jiope that my 
sufferings Would hot much longer endure. Upon beiggaoedsed of the 
murder, 1 thought it useless to make any defence ;< but; Submitting 
myself quietly into the hands of justice, entreated to ^ brought to the 
nearest drenij^n^ and to be allowed the luxury of 4 and 

water befo>#fe^ trial This Was charitably granted^i^x and the 
rest you kno^/* v 

“Yes, and mqsthappy and fortunate do I esteem having 

arrived in time ^p;rescue your dear and precious fife/ftnd to, devote my 
whole existeiip^id your future welfare.” - ' ' ;; * 

“ You have'plreadj,^ replied my Lisardo, “ 1110 by 

risking your you must no longer, persist" in; . .That is too 

great a sacrift^^^tfetmef i’ : made, in pmsenringg^^ifcjher who 
was about to jw* ; /Stoe fjMJfno title 

beyond what 

rcflectfbelieve me, you am bittiirideril^ by 

• 1 n B 2 
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wishing to prolong my days. Alas ! I have lived but too long. I have 
known enough of, h&mah fife'.; ^and v . toe y$ry consciousness of the 
terrific evil£ and fat$iSes fojwhieh^ continue to 

haunt with past recol- 
and r^I^^Snil^udged ^ foul crime 

in the vaii\^ope of sayiftg me/ Hasten withoublbss^f time ; confess 
the real truth \o the. good chaplain of this prisoh, and fie will take your 
deposition Mfefc the authorities, who will then set you free. My days 
are numbered,— l have not long to* live.".-' <r mvefr l n^ver!” I 
exclaimed^;- j( #ould rather die a thousand deaths H?.; /'V 

“ Rerhemberyour, Laura," said Lisardo; “I ama lonely and useless 
being ; -Aa feiitdeii and a blot upon this goodly earthy#* 3Tor your sake 
I would ^orifice both wife and boy,— all I, hold dearest in the world. 
Restore mo only your former love and confidence, my Lisardo.” 

The tear? started to his eyes, but ere he could reply,, a tumult was 
heard ivith^ut, — our prison door opened, and a messenger suddenly 
announced^ the discovery of the real murderers, the same who had 
robbed Lisardo, whose clothes and jewels were discovered upon their 


persons.^ '• \ 

These jc^ful tidings, which at once vindicated: the; character of 
Lisardo/and res cu ed me from the perilous situation in which I stood, 
were nevertheless attended with the same unhappy fatality that seemed 
to have ^juiitied my friend's footsteps, and turned .every occurrence 
into a sburce of unhappiness whithersoever he went. It was* however, 
the last trial he was doomed to bear, — the sudden revulsion was too 
much hit exhausted frame. He gazed most earnestly in my face a 
few moments, uttering a deep sigh ; and then would haveffllen had I 
not caughfc liifn in my arms. ''/s'* $'-•{* 

“ I am dyhtjft ;, he cried in a faint voice ; u Oh, forgive me, my dear 
friend,?ftnd ; ^Sic^ Laura to forgive me!” u Forgive j ^l^’txclaimed, 
“ Oh,-tal% : A thus,— talk not of leaving me 
“ Yesf ffli^glye i for I have never ceased to lovt Ladr^yohr wife, — 
fondly, ;pa5$ltm4tely loved her, as when I first— last, tiwher. Say 
I died for^yjefror^my crime against you and I lost her, 

and — nothing without ■were his 

last f ‘ ‘ ’ - * v 

He/^||||| ; and though I : hav#;smct ; supported life, 


and alt$ 
last wop 

for t)«M 

themed 
my friea 
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In the populous city of Copenhagen, at the court of> King 

of Denmark, tH6re now lives a . certain courtier, whose it^juktae, for 
good reasons, is well as that of others whom I shall have occasion to 
mention, wiirnot heie be given. The courtier, hoWi&Ve^ ^O^all call 
Artemio, a feelehrated at the Danish court for hi^r^ctatnlities ; 
though in point j of rank belonging only to the middle' clas&of people. 
He had form^dan Union with a lady in the same sphere pf hfe.as him- 
self ; a beautifiilbeing, deserving of far higher c omm eiporation than 
any I am oqtial to bestow, richly gifted as she was witfe ^U' those 
virtues which rendered her a bright example to her whble;$ex. . Her 
name we propose to call Antandra ; she was adored by het husband, 
and such^was lier devotedness to his happiness, that, the, wishes 

of Artemio weire the laws that governed their household.;f ^ot long, 
however, Were they destined to enjoy this delicious unipiy of hearts and 
minds undisturbed. The enemy of their peace washl^r^and doubt- 
less prompted* a certain knight, called Leopold, one of the king's 
chamberlains^ "and high in the royal favour, to enyy^ Artemio the 
posse ssi pn of W much excellence and beauty^ • 

This kriighi wUs of An artful character, by mean$ :^%i^ch, more 
than by Uny siijperror virtue and capacity, he had con^v^^; rise in 
the world;* ? exc i ted by his passions, he becanie^l^ht y head- 

strong, an^uhcbiurfeou^, as little respecting the rightijbf p&r$ as his 
o wn first "beheld the lovely Ahth^i^M^bho of the 

public festivial^where her beauty eclipsed that pf afiv others, as the 
sun surpass|^t%)ess .brilliatit stars. Becoming vidl^Uy^hajnoured. 
he instailtl^l^ut^l of.TuS confidants the. yank ard^jfl^jf.the lady. 
They inforni^p^ nbt of high birt^sh^^^ woman 

of strict vii^^^^.^^iany pretensions inthat 

was not a 
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He first made a point of exhibiting his personal accomplishments 
walking, dancing* and riding in company with the beloved object ; he 
had then recourse fiattjfry and .gjdl^ntri^ df the most delicate and 

captivating, land./ artillery of 

in-es(^fe®|^f0]Sircf; entertaj^ as it 

were, he spread 

aroun^^B^simtlftr tons * defences of 

Antamto. Chastity, and .for this piirpipse; sdott^M^t his worst 
devices to&pUfi: tl is -Approaches, ho^e^pW^Joss successful 
than he expectedy Ahd-whenever he had recouree to ^dcr movements, 
he found hiitfsdf invariably repulsed. His maneebyreV ^erc all coun- 
teracted, and in his open attacks he came off only, with contempt and 
disdain. - .He persevered, however, like a wily vetCrah, in his views, 
drawing hisjin.es stronger and stronger round the citadel, even skir- 
mishing ^nd inventing new mines and machinery to compass its 
capture.;' Witjhai he had the worst of the battle. < - y y - 
At length the abandoned courtier, finding all other manoeuvres vain, 
had recourse to the following stratagem, which did him very little 
credit ; bui v^hich we shall recount as a warning and example to all 
evil-dispos##’ .coveters of their neighbour’s wives. He Came to the 
resolution^then, of offering large bribes, for the purposeTof corrupting 
the commander of this invincible fortress himself, in th£ hope of thus 
receiving tli^Tkeys of the treasure from the hands of the possessor, and 
making hthVaparty to his own dishonour. With this view, he invited 
Artcmiotp his house ; and after some time i ngratiating himself into 
liis confidence and good opinion, he began to lavish upon him promises 
and favottfis ■without end. At last, when he conceived he had laid him 
under sUmcJeht; ^obligations, he began to discover ht^’ eyl^designs. 
Kcceivit^'h^aiis wer, he at once made bold to proppse,: thatAi'tem i o 
should ;Jaf4;^ybnced to one of the most lucrative an.4 honourable 
offices ib tfee ipdm, upon condition of consenting tq m^ke him master 
of the of* his love. , As the light da^^t^i^rtemio’s 

mind, he at^ihundcf struck ; deeply attached, consort, 

the wor^^^^ppld struck daggers to his heart.,, .Ye^a^afe of his 
uulimited?^utfegty, and the numerous obligations which' he 

liirnsel^ajbakj^^i he^ felt that he was in. and 

must the authority; of-pne high in 

f Tivouri^b^^VilB^des, he knew the exc&$j^| ’and the 
violeneS^^tel^M^, feap^bl^, ,^hpn object 

of his- : p^| respect 


favour: flj® 
violenCb.ol 

of his'pujfa 
for his hjgj 
at any all 
AccoSJI 
a variety. it 
He at long 





stop short 
views/ 

Jn his mind 
Srav^jTthe moment. 
Setter able to return 
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an answer to such a proposal when they should next meet ; and the 
artful Leopold, relying upon his great power,, and *he effect, of his 
benefactions, conclude# from Affair was already in 

good train, in - the ensuing 

evening. At ttt&jQ under- 
stand, that lu be 

as" ijjc ensuing" ^ ; * «'• . 

Artemo rushd&J^ presence, and ha^ened f heavy 

heart. As hp/iriefleetted upon the vast influence, at^tfpfe^&tierous 
accomplfehmenfs of the false-hearted courtiety a thrill; q^|eaj^iLfSy shot 
through his veins, and he resolved to conceal the vil^vi^WSHtO whif li 
he had been made a party, lest the vanity of his An tahdr^ r^fould be 
cveited by the-splendid offers of such a lover. But W edltid not long 
disguise fronvthp eye of his beloved that there was sometliingVpreyi ng 
upon his mind, ;lie had before been accustomed to greet h6r with 
smiles ; now his brow was clot ded, and an expressitoinbf strong 
anxiety and affliction, ill-repressed, was visible in evety' feature. Nor 
was his A ntandra’s anxiety less to ascertain, in order, to 'afeviate, if 
not to remove, the source of his apparent suffering ; ahd jtt tjinid but 
fond accents, she intreated to be told what had happenedi ^Artcmio 
only replied, that he hoped she would not assist in adding tQ what lie 
already felt by any inquiries on the subject. But AntandraV-caresscs 
followed her questions and licr tears, until, quite overpowered by l 10 *' 
expressions' of wangled love and grief, he unfolded eVerythf}^ that had 
passed between hint and Count Leopold that very morning This 
avowal, together with the unfortunate state of his affairs^itjvolving 
the loss ofhdnaur, or of fortune, and perhaps lifer^WstSftiflade with 
the bitterest' ^dguisfr, and was heard with feelings nd lesa'mie^se. For 
Antandratvfe tenderly attached to her husband ^shejb^df.afco more 
than hcr f &f^;share,Qf discretion, liveliness, and mind. 

“ Dcspaif cried ; “ yours I am, and yours, my;'Arteinio, will 

I remain ti}fed^ih ; the faith 1 pledged you before H^y^fsliaU ever 
be sacred to ; }tiy? first love, come what may. Bctieve tft|$£antfiet that 
bold bad maiiatferbpt what he please. He can neverfbrtfdme to con- 
tinue alway^^j^j with thatentireness and coftst^e^L^a^hitherto 
shewn; and/^^i^ ; 4e^Te$t 7 ever rest ■ assufed^y^^' be not 
enough to to satisfy your jealous ,v behai f, 

let ti. leave aRd fty tO some Nor 
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remedy, nor lose all our prospects by sudden flight. To Heaven, and 
to you, my Ant/indra, dol commit my life*, my honour, and all my 
hopes.’' 3a be 4j B ^ :x ? b0W hasten back to 

Count Leo$j&d'| hss\irp him his views, 
a nd that ilfe; desirous, pfdispQsirig ' raeXtja^if^eLvfe him upon the 
footing but confide in 

me that irytl ypu^honomWy through this.^cidty." 

I lavingdiefore experienccd the singular Idve ^4i^^ lt y of his -/ife, 
Artcmio could not now, refuse to listen tg, and at lepgth to approve of, 
lier design. v $o the following day he went to Goaul Leopold, and thus 
addressed My Lord, the reason of my entreating you to grant 

me until to*dayi in order to reply to your demands,. did not arise from 
any ideadf opposing your wishes ; but th^t I might induce the lady in 
question tq%ten to your proposals. It has, however, .turned out just 
the contrary;. fpr, spite of all I could say, .she still persevered in 
refusing^ tolisten to any such solicitations, bent on keeping true to her 
first vows./:ThiS, however, may only be the effect of natural modesty, 
and aversion, to; confiding in me; as I doubt not, considering your 
accomplishments, she will soon be brought to consider t,he matter in 
nnother^lightr: On this account it has suggested itself to me, that 
U might fie .well if you were to solicit her with presents, and compli- 
ment her. ni a dexterous and delicate manner before proceeding further ; 
as in thatca$e.y ou will finally be sure of success, she already having 
my opin&nand permission to grant your request." . */,;> . 

Counf Leopold expressed his infinite satisfaction, and promised to 
comply, declaring there was no favour his friend could now ask which 
he should-tfiijtik of refusing. Indeed, he gave entire credit to idle feigned 
submissiq#o^4*;temio, and already imagined hims r elf im tfie arms of 
the beautrfitf Antandra. He believed Artemi o to be one of' those who 
arc base gnpu^i jto traffic with the charm's of a lovely w 0 fli£n, not re- 
fusing Upon their brows the gilded dfedem^j^their dis- 
honour. likewise, that his attempts^^bftjietto proved 

u nsucces^l^jhiasmnch as the lady had studiously kveudeef exchanging 
even a wo^d wkfi hhn^ he now determined to holi.^pubjic entertain- 

cordingi^p^g^gpxPClaimed a court festival, • ari^ ^i%ng- the guests 
invited request, appeared ' Antandra . 

tion of f#Wlved;uv b».id.^^S^l!’to- his vilest 

with most accom- 
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remain by and converse with them during the remainder of the festival, 
without the slightest breaqh, of maid^y , d eco r mm . it certain degree 
of freedom, too, is aliowe$5^ supposition that 

these knights are 5^ , 

Aware of this, bright 

Antan dra, who, $£ tie -^$ent <$ easily 

fell into' the snarfeV;l^ayj^ ; ^hc^^i^ : h^se!^p‘^^p^^gallant 
style, avliich excifei ^ admiration bf the wholea^^blw^itV sur “ 
passing gallantryland beauty ^f both, Leopold, hand^^l^j^ming 
charmer to her s^tt v Itwas now he proceeded to avail ^EV^Kof the 
golden moments, permitted by; courtly license, and seat^Wn ■ elf at 
her side. lie bej$n to converse, — soon in a lower anct $bfter ? tOne } — 
a flush is on Antandra’s cheeks,— her eyes are bent upon thfegrbund ; 
— Ah ! is Artemib Still in all her thoughts ? She only onde looked up, 
and then her eyp&Jfnet, fixed upon hers, the expression off a' tbun to- 
ri an ce so fyll of inexpressible woe and wretchedness, thatjjhe^^lmost 
started from her seat * ' 

It was th.it pf Artemio, who stood on the threshold of the^spfcndid 
scene, occupied with far other thoughts than those of'the revdfers in 
that enchanted circle. .That sad look went to the soul of An&ti&ra, and 


the defnon of temptation fled. She sat there indeed, but - sSe/was no 
longer sensible, of the tender effusions poured into her ear.;v/the Count 
was passionately pleading his suit, at once with the most delicate and 
effectual argumepts, ever, until then, found irresistible* Bes^fching 
she wouldna longer be deaf to all his tears and p ray ers, he ur^ed his 
tender claimS to sbme degree of gratitude for his ' long; service^, and 
his desire, of conferring additional rank and splendoutujipn. thief Object 
of all his hof&ak; ^Struggling with emotions too strong |on^ferance, 
Antandra, summoning all her former character, at ^efigiKf^plred : 
“You give yout|elf, my lord, too much trouble in sayiti^hll^hisr ; for, 
believe mc,jf h^ long loved and admired you with dU\t#o(^ffection 
that a virtubua may ; all, in truth, that a vi and 

noble Avould It would give me much paim;‘0:i^^*!& at * 

knight of such ; jbTight endowments .had dest#nde4‘ ; ^ liis 


beauty, whib^;^^g£^fpelled^ me not only to love^b^^ 
smiles as the m^Miss&|i^w^rd you could 

^^■^d^ypt^re'plibd^ the. 


adoring slave«!^J|f 
beauty in suchJ^Sf 
flattering word’s^ 
consider yoursejfe; 
and master, to w||: 
from me." '• 


“Then what proofs,* rfe] 




'your 
^Syand 
£ mp poor 
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lovely Antandra, of such devotedness on your pari, which must include 
love?” £< Ycsf?* answered Antandra, “ but no other than that which 
is ready to entrust into y our kee^n^ the.; itfosfe precious treasure it has 
in the thy t&n6W# assured, from the 

esteem \mk(t well protected 
under .the Shield of your hi^i. r^hta'tlM " If it he,” said 
the Cquni/^&s you state*' ' owi'icr of your 
h(>nour»^h;may,ye^;Vir(dr 8$&6*e&that l sliaff cHeffsh it as if iv were 
my oW&. M '//‘-i5o- , ^ i 4t l 0 ‘i^{whed she, * witKtKtS Condition only, that 
as you patronise good name, in such like will consent to 

defend H likewise from your own desires., Wefeybunot t6 do this, it 
would tWirince me that you cannot love me as you say, since such 
conduct Wbhld be injurious to my honour; and b6 who truly loves, 
will cohJ?utf interests of the beloved. That gift :bf- beauty you so 
much esteem; would, if duly prized, not become the cause of my de- 
formityj and'the dishonour of my lord, its master.” 

“ Thb^jp^ffection of your beauty and honour,’* replied the Count 
u depends upon giving your husband no just cause for complaint ; but 
for as much as you are permitted to do without offending him, you arc 
in no. way 'culpable. If your husband, therefore* consent that you 
should Obedient to all my wishes, as your lord and master, you can 
do so without blemish lo your honour.” “ I can well believe,” replied 
the la‘dy r '^that Avtcmio, from the respect he' owes’ you, would be 
induce# to grant, his permission ; but so courteous atv jact on his part, 
would* well merit from your noble liberality and, courtesy a more 
honourable reward than I fear you intend. Should he^ however, be 
thus prodigal' of his own honour, I will say, that such lifedpality towards 
me coitJStjndf dispense with my obligation to Consult th£ iftai ntenanco 
of his hoiipur as of my own. I have therefore resolved to treasure it 
up as ^arddthlng dearer to me than my very life, which" would cease to 
appear ^pJ^|i)tgin, my eyes with the loss of my good'jga$$” 

Counf^fidpold, however blinded by passion/bQuic&hbt refuse to 
extol and^' esteem motives so pure and virtuous. a$ For some 
inomettts -|li^felt ? as if capable of abandoning and evil views. 

Me had ^f pp^however, been, the slave of feif ^mcitpations, that he 
ifhpulse as quickly asit atPS^ ? &ntf rected all his 
thoitghtI;^S|%g^tiiication of his Selfish then parted ; 

and fr^j3^J^da¥;#rth the count emplqyed^^l^S^f which .he was 
master ^ lio He next re- 

which 

not to t cd in vain. 
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Now, inasmuch as you would have obliged me by your vulunlary love 
rand submission to my will, I shallfeel as Htjtlp beholden to you for 
compelling me to : \ 

leplied, “ 

my part, protest 1 iveCin^d- die 

until iTus hour ifstfcKwere indeed 

tion, to think of depriving me,by violence, of my.liond^ ^^^iecm 
to threat, iw will fiyst; be necessary to take my life ; . or> if y<^J^rsi st, 
with my own handbill I fall a victim to your cruelty, committing to 
my God and to myJking, the meet vengeance and justice/duf to so 
great a wrong, $ k \ Saying these words, she rose and^*fte.r.^m his 
presence, before lie Was aware of her intent ; and hastened td lier o w n 
house, with the resolution of acquainting her husband. with, everything 
that had passed^ tielighted with the admirable courage and constancy 
she had shown, he expressed his gratitude by the fonde^^arbsses, 
while he did not, attempt to. disguise the alarm he felt at’tlie increased 
cruelty and barbarous threats of their lordly persecutor, ; 6$&i(,parl, 
he now began. to sjfepect that Antandra's persevering rejection l 0f his 
proposal must pe ^wing to her affection for her husband/ftn& that if 
lie could remove drihvout of the way, there might bo a puiSfy better 


chance of sUC/Sflfcy. * m * 

For this purpose’ he devised a plot worthy only of his owir de|)raved 
mind. It was np less than to deprive Artemio at once of catheter 
and his libdsrtyy 1 by iixing upon him the stigma of a f<$o£o^jtvi»g 
charge of the-iang*s treasury, with all the royal jewcls^ hefOne day, 
after Jiaving:^^ particularly attentive and friendly, 
to accompany lpm, and took him directly into the trWfitij-apart- 
ments, and that which contained the* jeW^.^|>Qthor 

precious rariti^^?i|Qnging to the crown. While mpx^t^f/^^lbing 
their varieties,;!^ moment when he saw hiif 0 st 

diverted, to sliji^al diamond . of inestimable worth his 

pockets; soon^ter -which , he dismissed him, w (th, V^pe^sipns of 
courtesy and regard. ^No;sooner was he gone, : tkaii , ecu nt 

over the jewei^^ h^ te^laced them, the CountVqj^r|e^^ tiiose 
about him, ' '^hoW-^^ejt^^ked 
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Count, “could you avail yourself of such an occasion, when I so far 
honoured you, as to-intjusi ^ou-heire, to rpjb rne? Is this the way you 
reward my friends^tp/|>y in my very pre- 
sence,' ^ rest assured will 

be heavj|^v«ited^ shock Artemio 

experienced^ that ftte instantly seized 

as a stite" f)ri$oner;\and£L^^ success of his 

sclieirtej'hastehcd tb" comtritmi caterhd affair tditl^ldng, and to solicit 
the iinrp^Me "trial; and punishment Of th^lffender. This was 
grantedj;aiid tfee CPiint now flattered himself ^hav'he was on the eve 
of accomplishing his designs. *V\ f * > ?'■ ^ 

Whatr^Cre -the feelings of the chaste Antandm ^wheh she lieard the 
bitter tidi^|S Her heart was pierced with woej topVstrong for utter- 
ance ; bdj£ her 'spirit and constancy, nevertheless, did' not forsake her. 
She knet\Ktliafc the charge against her husband was false ; she knew 
tlie real; .culprit, and she confided in Heaven th^t the. truth would 
sooner driater be brought to light. On the other hand, the perjured 
Count, proceeding with his diabolical purpose, issufccha commission 
for AHMitis trial ; and after bringing forward the evidence of those 
prese^'apd going through the usual forms, the caufee w^s concluded, 
and the 'dlsgraced Artemio condemned like a public ^bbber to the 
galioviffii^At' the instigation, however, of the unjust prosecutor, the 
executlpn?6T the sentence was deferred. It was in vain that Antandra 
sougbt'topppeal to the king or to the public, and td develop the vile 
plots -of Jhfer persecutor ; he was too powerful; and eyery avenue to 
redress Cut off. The diamond had been fbundonher husband's 
person^i paS idle to suppose the Count capable of} such enormous 
and g^fiiffdns; wickedness ; and similar accusations wirff 'attributed to 
the uft^appy;^ifeV distract i on and despair. , 

Co|^|^id>ow began to mature his plans, hhdiio draw the 
toils cp|^>^rc3und his victim. He sought an interview with her 
husbaffdJI^nd'j after ^convincing him that all^ebifWter; accusations 
agaui¥K^^bifiV^ien to the ground, offered’ a^&itfV'save his life, 
andj?b1^^|3®|king , s pardon, if he would induce Anfandra to comply 
Avitlrh^^$|t^ ; To this Artemio replied, tha^wh^pe now least of 
all, ; he would ri^er^hJ^ he required ; 

an d been deprived 1 of his hpdi^^p defied his base 

That ; moreave^^ in 

how to guard 
^^rceiving that he 

life was 
Icived. him so much as 
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had been said, she had now an occasion of shewing it, as there was 

no time to lose ; and the ^ were easy, 

and' in her own ^ 

was not afraid 

said tlfus much, sh$.aeft fetm, : r^fusing^ ilonger id. to 

remain in liis ^e&n£e>^ Grl&M^was the haughty tc d|j ol]®^iign a- 
tion, and he would doubtless have jproceeded to execut^^Jg^l^ten ce 
upon her fnisband,.lnit for the consideration that > he* so 
doing, cut off the 1 , last chance of obtaining her voluiitar^ consent. 
He contented huta$felf with having the unhappy Artetak* power , 
and trying what time and-' captivity, with additional tbre^andJiarsli- 
ncss, would (^fect.-v 5 - ' ' l •/. --v 

On the other hand, the unhappy wife’s whole thoughts- wgre bent 
upon preserving the honour, and attempting the liberation of her 
husband. The tower in which he was confined was attached to the 
palace, with which the principal entrance communicated ; and Oty the 
other side there were yet greater difficulties to encounter, a$ it Opened 
upon the sea^, Here it could be approached only by boats, ahdhpne^mdcr 
pain of death upotf the offenders, were permitted to come ne;at r either 
by day or by night. The station was also secured by cannon apd ihijitary 
posts on every dther point. But what difficulties are too formidable 
to be encountered by true love ; by love that is “ stronger thaj^death/’ 
and will penshyVfherc it cannot triumph, with the objectbolovcd? 

As with sorrowing eyes Antandra regarded the sea, she .thought on 
what Leander fiad once done for the sake of his beloyed Hcfcx j and 
undaunted jit the idea of his unhappy fate, she wished only^' islttu late 
the heroic example. After revolving many plans in her at 
length resolved^fter calculating the distance 0/ the.passag^betwee 11 
the city gates add the foot of the tower, to select the hour^dight for 
the purpose of executing her design of seeing once mow if^gfuce of 
her beloved husbands But how was she to escape being defied by 
the guards in going* through the gates of the city?, Eyen.&i^M^culty, 
enough to havedeterred the boldest, was not found msUrmuunia|?lc to 
a woman vrho ipufy loved. She recollected the pubWc>^^ 4 ucts, 
which communfC^ied ,dt .the distance of two hundrej^i'jp^|jeg:^y sub- 
terraneous pas^^^^itihi;the, sea. One .own 

dwelling, and bx;$jj§M^ 

going through && && - i fate 

courage and into 

the waves, as* 

the sea, nearly on a par'P®' some 
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pebbles against the window. Artemio awoke, and approaching near, 
the next moment heard theybice fff > his beloved Antandra, thouglMie 
bclieved,;t|ie^{tole iftust bfcv a>' vfiMdrt;' 5bj;hSi^o%iblc did it appear to 
him wife, who there 

stood. and had 

nearly a^Hcipatedthe cruel tte had condemned 

him. . '*■ "•■ . ' } < 1 ;* *% 

Ther^ lahiendng over their misfortune^ th^ stood awhile, their 
hands cfespe$ m' each others (for this evert tih£ iron prison bars did 
not den^ahd moistened with their mutual 'j;ear$. Soon, however, 
they were compelled to tear themselves asunder, ere *. break of day; 
but not before she vowed to return and concert some measures for her 
husband's^ liberation, the mere mention of . which , revised his hopes, 
and lie - applauded her unheard of constancy and magnanimity, while 
he besmight her no longer thus to peril her beloved lift. Hut again 
and again did Antandra appear at night-fall, under his window, to 
cheer thfe heart of the prisoner ; until one evening, the guard on duty, 
imagining he heard voices, approached softly, and listened to their 
conversation, and became acquainted with the whokT - affair. What 
was his astonishment to hear that it was a gentle woman— Antandra 
hcrself^who had performed an action from which the stoutest soldier 
might; well have shrunk. Aware of the innumerable difficulties she 
must liavd surmounted, and hearing the story of their calamity told in 
broken accents, amid sobs and tears, the heart of the- rude soldier 
sympathised in their unhappy loi He gently approached the window 
at which Artemio stood, and inquired with whom he was there con- 
versing ; to which the prisoner answered, that the' lady who stood 
there was, his wife. He then recounted to the guard the dreadful 
suffering she had undergone for his sake, declaring it was only needful 
to hear, for the hardest heart to pity them: while Antandra stood 
weeping' by^his side, a mournful witness to the truth. The guard was 
moved and hearing from her own lips, the repeated asseverations of 
her husband's innocence, and the base motives of Count Leopold's 
persecUttoh,.he said, he could believe her, because of what she had 
done j turning towards her, added : “ Lady, what would you give, 
were i tp ^thiit you to enter the prison, and partake the company of 
your husband with more security from observation than here ?’’ 

Tra^^oUed ^at the idea, Antandra replied : “My life, Sir, perhaps 
would ^ei|ittje; .‘since you know I have adventured it so many times, 
only hhsband’s company in the manner you see. My life, 

thert^fej have I pone j^tor oar cruel enemy hath 
depriV'^ia& ^t ou^ fort uii6 m Veil a$; dur good name ; and besides, 

for whh^t ' W v yfetoi* - x 

The- g^ard Uieijs/said,: “I am willing to (risk the loss of Count 
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Leopold’s favour,— I will oblige you, lady ; and lie hastened towards 
a little sally-port, opening -by which he 

introduced tlie a 

lovdy, and 

and love. Happier* far bapp j<?r> ^as he sit that , his 

pi oud f oppressor amidst, all tlie’ pride ,and splcidfa^r^^^^ 
basking in the sunshine of royalty and power. Fdr was 

tortured hy the had; passion which destroyed his p&$$ess 

those charms whtchhis happier victim then held in his attn& ; Long 
he held her clasped "in a fervent embrace, as if to /Convince,' Iiimscli' 
that it was no delusion ; and long they mingled th^ir sighs and; tears. 

1 K- was then about to throw himself at her feet, Claiming that; it .was 
upon his knees brought to express his gratitude fc>r her boundless love 
and devotion but she prevented him, clinging to his'nbck, and 
twining herself closer round him ; at the same >jfiine stifling the ex- 
pression of his gratitude with rapturous kisses, fjand no, less "delicious 
words. “ Thine only, my Artemio, have I promised to be ; and I ha\ e 
redeemed, and will yet redeem, my pledge. These moments, prepay 
mo for all ; for more than all I have suffered for thy sake.” ‘ : 

In such mutuaT effusions of long divided tenderness and affection, 
did their re-united hearts continue to unbosom themselves .to each 
other, until the guard came to inform them <that morning was about U> 
break. The happy prisoners were eloquent in the expression of thur 
gratitude, engaging that he should be amply recompensed, if it- were 
in their power, t»li when, lhoy left it to heaven and his own heart 
to reward him for what he nad done. Having heard their story, he 
said he was content to risk his life as long as the lady $r> nobly, ven- 
ture tiers, and he would give lu*r admission to the prison ,04 any 
iii-kt she liked tp come. He was even generous enough to applaud 
her heroic conduct, which had first awakened his compassion ; and 
turning to Artemio, added, “You may well piffle yourself Sir, on 
possessing the most constant, loyal, and lovely lady, whom man ever 
deserved” “ 1 know it, friend,” replied Artemio, ! jvvhat 

boots it, when fate is about to part us for ever ; and I C^n ^vef more 
enjoy her, withffberty and my good name, as once I did:”; ^Console 
yourself, since it is so,” replied the guard; “ heaven has^flready per- 
mitted me somewhat to lighten your misfortunes, and^ ypi^stefl see 
>our lady as long "as I shall keep possession of the “ 1 

am tiuly grateful for .your humanity.;and , cp^tes^^'',t^y^-4^y^; very 
great credit; and I wiSh it Were in Jipy poyer you 

deserve.” ' - . ^-V $ * ' 

Many times did Antahdra retura,ip t c^ 
of her loved Artemio ; -andas ofteii iiid the JnmlagOginnd admit her, 
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without any discovery of her visits to the tower. But her unhappy 
husband was elrdendy .de^Jinih^^^r the weight of his captivity and 
his injured V C ^ ' . 

Antfciral^/^ jp$3} ,th£y : were seated with 

him ^^tearis in ifer 'eyes^6 : B^e^% to release her 

husb^&om of his respite 

is appr^c&foj^^^ mpre fiercely Sues hie, insisting upon 

the sadi^fe^f'hur honour or" our lives; iah^/^yehr-if-he grant us a 
i\irthef ;igs|iitW l >eethat my dear husband \yilinbt long survive the 
p-rsequtii^n4 w| how suffer.* “ Yes,” added Atiemjh^ it is too true ; 
our l^t^hOperetits upon ottr kind benefactor. ! phly ^is noblerheartcd 
pity apChidnhni^ can defeat the full accomplishm&t of Leopold’s 
crimes; Ymd save tjoth us and him alike, from the ruin that threatens 
to overwhelm us.” vSuch was the effect of this app<^al, that the guard, 
without ' ^ftiQinealfS hesitation, consented to favour his prisoner’s 
escape p And. that this might be effected without bringing down sus- 
picioft upon him, it was fixed for the ensuing day, whein the guard was 
to accompany Count Leopold to the chase, and give up the post until 
the eyehing: On that evening, Artemio was permitted to leave the 
tower|h;Cbmpany wif m Jiis Antandra. He threw himself joyfully into 
the wa$$$Y his belovc : . /fe still keeping close at his side. The sight 
of a |dai:.would havc n .] ought destruction upon thethY though the 
sli attend, frame of Aribs ’° was ill able to accomplish, the design of 
swiirimhig tothe appoiiwl spot, where a trusty servant was awaiting 
theii^frivaj with horses to continue their flight' ^ut Artemio’s 
strength;^ 6 &st failing him, spite of his repeated effort^, though he 
disg^p^ the/ truth fijbm his companion. His pri^h-bonds had 
palsiei|i^toihs, and within a hundred yards of the'shdre he felt he 
shoul^^gtf' bd able’ to reach it. u Farewell;, myf&mandra he 
murni#Mf aY 5 he cast an anxious eye on his enfeeb^d ' efforts ; “ I 
sinl^^pSl'l^;,-' He was about to yield to his fete^^vhen the next 
mom^^he v .felt:his ann thrown over the beautiful fidefe of his com- 
pami^l^m^till.eontinued to approach the shore. “ Fear not ; faint 
Lfk? said * " 1 am wit h > r o u i only hol^f4sf hy my hair.” 
“ whispered Artemio^as hd ^fc his returning 

stren^^^Mfe/ftey drew nigher and nigher ttj “you have 

are .no longer crampetl^^nd'he again swam 
nioti^^Sfe^^befo^e at her side ; Ere ^atchl[|i|i fee spot, however, 

while Artemio, 

colour of her 
' V* intelligence that at 
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length beamed from her unclosed eyes. Wc should vainly attempt to 
depict the scene that foIIowed-Hhe emotions with which they rushed 
into one another's embracer^ on their 

way. ' 

Lelk^^^r • V ,. 9 * 

and ^ntandnTbifii^^', : if ' she 

who had been in|hm^^iiifi^omotinghiii fteKfc action 

was extollgd thi^^Q^ifie A$ the 'epurt^diigi^^i^ in 

the applause, the deslgns itf Count Leopold and thV^S$S|^fesist- 
ance and triutftpbpf Ahtandra; could not be held sd s^^wit that 
they were Imd^'WtitaWjr; who before ventured not to^geft'ih^ir lips, 
though nowtheyd>e£ame the general topic of the cburt. / Al| rejoiced 
in his disappointment, whichy Resides the loss of love Md yfefgifcance 
was wormwopd £p the sou^r the tyrannical favourite. BJ^p^ssion 
for Antandra still "remained w&ated, and gradually produced;* &vcr> 
which consumedhihi. He \ bfon the pointof f settift^^ 
of her, when a. fresh access (tempelled him to kfcep Us' q'duShf^Snd ait 
the period of sht months, He di<e> after having repealed to hisxdhfessor 
the innocence of Artehiio, and the motive/ bV[ yvhich he Hatd^been 


the innocence;o£ Artehiio, and the motive/ by} yhiclv^ie Had/heen 
induced to pb^bu# him and his lovely corfsort/ until he /ucceeded in 
depriving tfciifebfiheir fortune and their 4pun^Vy, though ndt bf their 
virtue, their Kondur/and unexampled constancy and love/ ' * 

Upon learning the false and treacheStoas conduct bf'ltfc late 
minister and favourite, and how unjustly ftrtcmio, and theC;t^KutIfui 
Antandra, ^d "been 'persecuted and oppressed, the kihg jdesjpatched 
messenger £ In ^different directions to discover their plitaedhr&reaf. 
Nor was it before tidings of the death »md cdhfe^ioh pf Count 
Leopold cofort 'of Scotland, wyftre 


-resided. Coh^lin^ ih their own innocence, the;^p8^^‘their 
king to reins^tefthdri in their former rank i^d po^^h^hey 
joyfully took ship their native country ; at 

Copenhagen, , Wbr^ 'rbceived, not only with public ^emShSippns of 

« . ' » '■A. j . A.' 


joyfully took ship for .their native country ; an^ On, tpeir afrOTl at 
Copenhagferr/.^^ received, not only with public of 
applause, buVp^fhiiji itttrtiduiied at the court j Atjei^^^t^Sfct^Qity 
and integrit^^Wd)^:lrO«l'Jb the. ting’s &uoift£ 
intrusted with tbfc^t^l'sftuation of h!S predc£Ms»#kM »a«.«atrgc 
of those very trtiw^g;wWfcli^e. had,bett» So.hashljr ae&w^'of feving 
purloined. . ******** * - - ’ ' « &* *&***"•* 
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was born^ #p\,whpse government is not hereditaty^but elective, ther 
di^tingmshed j^lpng time ago, a gentleman of reSj^taWe, though not 
^deiTKi hii 4 naWentage. By his heroic actions, Kov^e v$r, he has since 
his boiisle waS beflme illustrious, obtaining honours ahd titles, to which 
militai^ponduct, ^ore a stranger. He first distinguished himself by his 
him a^ighstationvhich, added to his wisdom and in^gfjjty, soon gave 
the Oddest nobles cin the councils of his. country ; Jhs^ubh that not 
inriuenCevand esteem, fof the land boasted a brighter ^Sputation or more 
master, * 1 ndeed, he i ’ than Count Sigismund in the eyesof his royal 
and hif CQ)intry, havmfsecmed only to live for. the service of..j}is king 
ciy il „Ah^m'dimry offiOtni^assed with eclat through alllt% s^bdrdinate 
he rosetp those of thafc. 'signalizing himself on eveyy Occasion, until 
wasVjfcS^dnfidence 


« this * h Snir^ 

33&3»SSX *«r «f,** ffigjg iS 

as ^L 10J ®* favour, d JisL* 


•bi^cort it was impossible for Sigt^^^k re mam tong 
'■ie iplssessiim ol power Uke hfe ^t^he doomed 
\ ao^er disgusts experifen?e4:Jti^Mt%fl? J C “8J d ‘f' 
: ' * ‘ \ the gilding shortly 

ldouryand covered with tb^^^ailoy of envy, 
?ae ^>Vours, °f *dl human 


thejf 4 
fri^ 

& 
who < 

reqem| 

pjdvdr : 

* did " 

maeb 

1 mores 
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royal chambers, 
ended at the more 
loyalty on the more 
derogatory to their 
together how best to cast 
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some slur upon his honour, and to oppose and incense him, until he 
should afford them an opportunity of achieving his downfall, by for- 
feiting the favour andco^ctep^^ of their 

design, they w$£Sfe.£nd most 

despicable active 

charging thems|j|^ . b . y 

mate lives froiilV^I;, resolved under 

grouAd, and toseite' the occasion, of an approach in^l^on of the 
kingdom; prey ioysf to wh icb^the uidst influential ainpli^^| factious 
band took the first opportunity of thus poisoning the king. 

“It is my duty,; pjease your Majesty, inasmuch ^$\am Irotmd to 
preserve your rpyaCtranquillity, and that of your whoiot&gddjp, which 
I trust in GM.yepwili long; live to sway ; it is n^ daty^o^acquaint 
your Majesty wijth. a 'matter of some importance toOdu^SC^t^ Would 
to heaven it Had fallen upon anyone else; would that, itwerc-in my 
power to conceal it^ an d to avoid offending your royal ears with the 
truth. Indeed, It is quite against my nature to <j ndertiice s$efc > task, 
were it not due tS my own honour, and love for my country?; >|hkh lecl 
me to waive ail lesser motives in this case. ** ' : J K . ^ 

“ Your Majesty will be surprised to lcarn,^ ^iat I am flmbst .afraid 
to utter, your most confidential at 3, iowerful ^%i^t'er-~too 
powerful ft^wquld seem— i s no other th^^/ traitor, and-tlie sworn 
enemy of ydur crown. He has con$pireS^ Q h other jte^^pfices, his 
trained followers— how shall I speak it—^ olc>r sassmate ybur Majesty, 
after having Concerted that the next elcctilLf shall bdiold li^tn^narch 
of this Jtthgdpnu^ , . I ^ ■ 

The this, dreadful accusation pronpunc^ against 

Sigismundi whc^ he had ever held as a mirror of loyaltyraiid .fidelity, 
exclaimed.#* ^interrupted the speaker, “Behold the ftujts pf envy, 


and were if nek fir dip Respect to my own station, I wduldppip^j^h the 
vile asperslip%^poh his good name with my own hand'Cupdn |n<^ spot. 
But no, hisMrti^esiar^ too strongly rooted in my ac- 

cusations filfi &efei; they will only make me more fcprd|af^ftis friend. 


down upon thei§{ 
perjurers and e& 
forfeit my counfe 
you know of .$ 
Sigismund.” 

The wily and 




thrown off his beau ' Not iwnli 


firm- 

/ C cf 2 - 
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ness and audacity than before— 14 1 was well aware, your Majesty, of 
the unlimited confidence you placed in Count Sigismund, and the risk 
I ran of bringing down upon me you^pyai; displeasure. My loyalty 
may suffer in your;$$q% as an honest man 

and ‘ the edge of a 

precipice!^ eyes. You 

would ttf®t0whpjd A ifulf of £0^^ you and your 

kingdom^ ifiompired’ with' the Kibiii&t* Catiline himself 

would appear trivial'in yimr'riegardy . A ccmfiddn^ thy liege, like yours, 
however Uudabjg, is that fault of kings, which hassHbverted thrones, 
desolate^kJhgdothsj and consigned innumerable ttfpnarchs to captivity 
and deatti;"' ;;t1|ave long watched over the destinies of my country : I 
have marked thp brilliant career of Count Sigisnftuidr--his soaring 
ambitioh^M gasping power. It is no^susptdoh. iil'have proofs 
clear a^tkesim, that you are betrayed, and your confidence most un- 
worthily abused. If I must keep silence on the' subject of what I 
know, Sblet' it be ; but I could do no less than acquaintyour Majesty 
with thfe iapt. {Let irig be called envious and maUcious, however harsh 
the termsi' provided ydur Majesty, for your own sake/whiild only con- 
sent to hpaf rhe. For whatever may be the consequence, I return 
thank^td heaven for enabling me to detect this conspiracy, and prove 
my loyalty ahd truthK^ would myself have called the; traitor to 
accoUntWUh my Own\ *^rd, had I not wished to biing home th 
proofs against him, to sYdV your Majesty’s mind on this 'head.” 

The Idhfjhow somev^ ^staggered, began to reflect that he might 
possibly^cirry his confid«&e too far ; and that it would; only bd just 
toward§%punt Sigismund and his accuser, to examine into Jtjbe grounds 
of such ;atteg?itions, so positively and repeatedly hfaiht^hied. He 
accor^hg% inquired how this patriotic courtier h^^pthd by the 
knowledge'bfjthe "existing conspiracy? “ I have alr^d^Sreplied he, 
u inforih|<^yo^ Majesty, that it aims at your which, his 

faction^r^J^ td proclaim Sigismund king °f 

the el^b^^hlready in his interests, da^ed ^.W pros- 

pects h^ldfput to them under his future sway*” ;M^£ivknoW you 
that,” theyfang, “and what are theh^e$l;0f these wise 

clector^'t^^Thosfe.of his own particular ^#vyet to learn ; 

but thelfi^f$'by ; :which I obtained mformati^ are 

these of his retainers named 1l^lti^|;i^nan who has 
share^MSt|®^}^^ts* From hifn -X ' sU'dC'^dMii'd eliciting my 

I ’traced him 

and instant death. 

This valise' a packet 

of 'same time confessing 
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that they contained full information , of the conspiracy to which wc 
referred. On opening : to the Grand 

Turk ; and I likewise 

do. ' They 

crown and life when 

attending on youf J^esty 3 it&,his owa;hand/^^^^M|s should 
stand prepare^^ events to prpcMm^^^^g. He 

added, that ho ha^morcover agreed with the .TurJ^i 0 ^V||~^ some 
frontier towns^on cOndition of receiving his support, to put 
down the loyal" portion of your Majesty's subjects. ’ ^h^a^count of 
Roberto will^fe.^ confirmed by the letters und^^if^ manual 
of Count Sigismund^* without which we should n^^^V^ured to 
proceed. in ah. afrair of such grave and weighty U your 

Majesty wjU -please to read this letter, and c&^stiH pejr«$;'in your 
fatal incredidUy^you will then command orF sifon^c, and: it will 
become our duty to obey.” . . ;;*■*,’£ ;ri , 

The kingtook the letter, and found ijbt/^contain as foUo^vS ;^ 

■^vV.^UBTTEft TO THE fctySf SljoNOn,,/J ;"V.;V. : 

“Our undertaking, most mighty sE^ s | is/ now mdtttr^and the 
electors have joined us in it. The kirK iumpers in tetuKty'j and I 
hav€ assured my 'friends that you will ^olcU j your promise^acred to 
assist us> consideration ^of which we (shall gratefully d^ 61 y with 
the conditions already laid down. As tlfc arm of now 

raised, ah;d^.^nve only, to give the blow£ it were bettef tqJCUt off all 
delays, sind^jlfey da often prove dangerous. My ^edts’.'nOW at your 
capital, h^ye brders to arrange that everything be prepared accord ing 
to agreemeh^J:';,lhp place you wot of, where a free passa^e\will be 
opened;fo'V^ , may . heaven prosper With 

all increase? bFppwet 'arid prosperity. . :•# . vl 

cSirefolly read this letter^ na 

cure, 10 nis in™^^phish 4 ^t>a,s cdmpelle^tb^inft 

- ' 1* .MMA jbdnam&ufe *» r\ A . 


anccs were 

it was his se^tea^^ 

senses. In 

commanded 

man was alreaia^|ip 

having been priyft|| 

ings. It was known 






been treated by him jvitfi 


^forthwith 

m^'This 

his 

aj&i£e, and 
? He had 
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been tampered with by the traitor, Rudolph ; and, by dint of bribes. 


joking, he turned 
1 l noble knights 
i J the courtier, 


^diity'tP keep my loyalty to my ktn^ befQre'ih^ word to Ahee. 

If you wo8i4 _prefer J tewafd io torture, spcak put wB^ ^bh know, and 
thus rc<pmrti^ld ; yourSelf to his' 

Aft^r ;fei||tii^f-tlie utmost reluctance to state ahyffkcts prejudicial to 
the inter^^'of, 'Cdunt fpigisniund, his generous V ma$fe^ he proceeded 
to confirm^ evay point what had already beeA{ai^rt|d by his more 
— - And on being shown the lettefylie'ob served that 


infamous 


it was tb^same which he had been enjoined to beared; the Grand 
Tt»rk,\4^^^bc baijHjeen witness to its having been pfenhed by the 
hand dfCfotiht Sigismund himself. The king then h o Jongerconsidering 
it safe to disret^rd these? strong proofs against the fidelity 6f his favourite 



rninisteTj gave the. false Rudolph a commission to secure his person 
and cohfihe him in th&£tate tower. What a shodciihi^ was to the 
noblc-mj^|J^ahd innotj x t Sigismund, may be better' imagined than 
describe^’§|t was in\ >>he entreated to know thd ^lhse of his 
suddep^iri^t^and to bV] caught into the presence ofthe king. “ I 
have ndjo^cern with L i$* replied Rudolph; “it is; by duty to 
cxx'cutd-tlieorders of myMffig* Saying this, he had the Count con- 
d acted,, V , common culprit, to prison, in a place whqll^unfit fo one 
of his ribband character ; and purposely with, a view of irritating him 
into som^riS)Rr llJ d^t expressions against the authorifcybf the king. 


mission^ 

lofty, 


meanni 
the bast 
must- fa 
spcctati 
thus 
favour, 
displi 
Nof 
rival f 
given 

r«pt sc! 
^beetlpj 
' exc] 
credit t5 


K;tyhich he had been intrusted by thd 1 
bprphtising spirit of Sigismund 


He even bf^cted a reluctance to execute the severe terin|:j^f the com 

lYiiceJrtti . . 'tiiki tip Iiitrl Ivon intfiictr*rl Viv fKit) ' JJyJ the 

>p to the 
falling into 
* sovereign 
took the 
treatment 
P'S master's 
eking his 


nei^^^hW;!caleu1 atc d u P° n • and he s thds 

:\ v He maintained, on the other hand^tj^’w sc 



ce of his 
Count had 
.of revenge, 
|afd my arrest 
then have 
e king, giving 
lii th: highest degree, and 
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expressed his eagerness to see the tcajior put upon his trial, and con- 
demned to death, wijtf — ; 

An air of sorrow^ 
exception of theS "" 
generally belovej 
tesy towards ajf\i 
regret than tlie..c|u 
prudgnee, up)jg$t, 

of the disgraced ;Itideed,' one. could , , 

had been g^ty' o^ to compel theking to carry.iag 
extreme sevckj^;^^st^4'man whom he had rai^^ip* 
distinction, ahej always treated lc§ s s as a minister than as|i; T ^-_- 

The chief |iistfc^npw received orders to wait who 

communicated,- td* him "the whole affair, at the same Sitibjtp jtti ng to 

him the proofs of the conspiracy under the hand. 

He then added^that as the ingratitude was of blankest., dye, he 
would hayc.jt visited with summary vengcanf^, .aud; r ^p |peans of 


torture le&Untrted> tp elicit the whole truth 


ttcarch- 


with the 
:J , . He was 
f {j%d cour- 
^bf this 
worth and 
principles 
'Mftt he 
such 
iighest 


conspirator himself/ The chief justice, having lit *rd th^i^eptions of 
the king, aup received full powers to see th^jm executed/ then first 
r cqu est ed to be heard . With the wisdom/Hd humahijt y ^elpnging 
only to nohjj* apd generous minds, when ^odjbehold/d^ 
merit tramplM/uppn, by the bli^" ra/spicif fortune, : jj^/npright 
judge, at the rfejk of bis magr isplJ jc> threjv ] ht^elf boldly 
between tWn^ii pf the help|r e o* lsoneMMid the wr^tkjRjf’ Asking. 
He couldrimfcifpr a moment St fri plat e Sic dre?idfui fate Vfcp^red for 

so great It will lie well to consider, my grkcjo^Us^Qvereign, 

before we^jpeleed to this extreme rigour against a braye^spldjcr and a 
great whom I have ever reputed a, man cSC ^tet*j|rig worth, 

virtue, ahd^(^y^to consider, 1 repeat, tv p the 

case* I fe^/ajj^gefiause I know that, in thejprem^ct%^ f J^^couits f 
there eyJ^exJs^^Luie'bf envy, jealousy, and^Vete^^||||S|4 < .ihere 
— Tiev^r wa^lp^.hnwb^s against individua/^^ who 

^V^fpr^nitei and, seek tp raise jupofy 

the t. too *s»,qt 

another,' frdm 
are hard ter dii 
the 4 green J 
traveller/ J 
believed; a: 
wound us far 
much affectedj 
to the judge, 

circumstances, hot sparih; 
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upon the offender. Full of trouble and perplexity, the judge proceeded 
to the prison, an^ began, toexamine the-Count iipon the subject. Mo 
soonerwas^Se.lattiiWadeacad^Jti^i^ 1 

fate, desir^* >^*^***«** 

Hfe 

ta etH^t^m'sovn^^n t v^yi^r[ 

a mastJfr, ;or a He 0&ri£|n the' *' 


is-^ri 


of the, accusa- 
ls upon his evil 
"Henceforward 
’.after theinnu- 
he/be induced 
is bf asking, 

w # , ^Igj^tfenn s , assured 

the chief; jasticb of his innocence ; that * : f ith er ' lose a 
thousand Injes thaii perpetrate so foul a treason'S^h^st^his sovereign, 
to whotn he Was so deeply indebted, The Supj^sitibjfche said, was 
too incr^dJblCf^yefi as to the basest and most un|pr^te|ibTof mankind ; 
and hC 'biii'hed 't-o prove with his sword upon the^body of the false 
traitor \vhcH had thus abused the ear of his Majesty/ the wickedness 
and faUitty of 50 detested a charge.” The chief still pre- 

servcd^i^rgbod Opinion of Sigismund, replied ^You have ever 
king's estimation, and also in mine j, buti am bound 
that appearances, and even evidences, are againstyou. These 
fp cpnvince us that your words are very good, butyoifr works 


stood Hij 
to add, 
last go 


evil. Invjshorf, Count, F .avoid more of these remarks, Which I do not 

t:l— A-.-irVlAiil-tfi-; 1 it. S _ t . .2 _ » i i • L • ■ 


like to U% jn;spCi» king 
took arid^adv' H Is it 
read t^e T£Uer,,and his 
the judgi&^e; .;^ : No, 
it certafffljrappeai's to be mi] 
as the fteart that conceived]" 

!a_ ^ .. . .■* rfiV - l. _ 


pray read this letter,” Witten the prisoner 
inquired the judge. Agaln.thc Count 
iK” ion was too visible to Ibc concealed from 


thejudg^there 
you who safy you write it— Roberto, private 

in whom that; letter was founds confe6s^iimt he saw 


witness, 
secretary, 
you _ 

Heavj^V^ then saidf 

deep feiye they beset me. But let Me; 

the king^^dTlphtain. Warder to arrest the 



i what 
to go to 
•mtnumeated 
ijiptibKttny 
^Son ofmy 
t , me to 
„/ck]y compel 


flgarf of the 
Jm Order, if 
ilg that, lithe 
betray the 
to such an 
He at once, 
bf What had passed. 
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He added, “that, with his Majesty's permission, it would be well to 
cxamjne the bearer of the letter* who had in th<? first instance been 
arrested. The -and Count 

Rudolph was t0 thc 

justice’s liouse^ ‘ The 

courtier, 

hastened to that 

some risk so 

upright and j mb r$ pstrtlctiiarl yf low 

birth and timidf^ rCKeV , imme^i^tSty into 

their prcEenc^and ^harged him. Word for Word ; ip^ha&^^er to 
conduct hifnsj&fjvipfpnier to escape being detected £ ( k*H and 

penetration b£ tm judge. '"' ^ 

Roberto wos thw dispatched, with rather a misgivi^ ^nsciei\ce, to 
the house of the 'chief justice. It was now evening, a^dlustasRoberto 
was ;procc^ng^aldng bile of the least frequented^ streelrSf^he was 
suddenly set ^pbflu by assassins. His cries brought p^p% -to his 
assistant feJt nbjt before he was badly woundec* On thK ^ent, his 
accomplices immediately spread a report, that; i e fri^ndsi^if' Count 
Sigismutfd h^d faulted him, in order that h£<might liyeio reach 
the house pftfae justice, and establish his eyidjence of the conspiracy. , 
Such, unfortunately, was the impression Produced u^it^^'niHtd of 
the king j npr did it fail to add to the s ^picions entertained. against 
the prisoner 6f the justice himsel| .’>■ - .* 

By the l^^s iriier the wounded man vas convey^t^tfc^ palace, 
and the Ije^pWysieiaks were called in to is assistance; Had not 
entered it^p: the Calculation of his accom lices, who had,iii fact, been 
the authors 6f the attempted assassina m * concluding^ *$hat if he 
were opr^iio«jife§tion ? they would be safjp, and theiuirt;pf Count 
accomplished?" Jfpw they attempted to irri^ateliis felth^|:p^aihst his 
master, deeforihg that it was he who had ini tt^tedl thff ^ s^lhs, who 
belonged to party. Th;0^l:,fe W^y; j£ad the 

i^jiRclahUy’ wso^gji ;^|16#i^^etary 
made otter 1 ■ <iejj^|ip^/%SfcS involved stiti'^^wep^^^atacter 
of his.unf^un^^iter. ; Puring his convalp$c^4^ 
by order - in 

whom he fotti^®^ittp;constant and magnanimpM^fi^^^d also 
frequent ftobertaj, |ro«» tffiom.hi 

some &pn. bptHt 

torments if 

become the 'li/' of his 
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secretary in order to remove the chief witness against his crimes. 
The justice, however,, having by no means made up his mind as to the 
prisoner’s guilt r Tpfjlied : “¥le%.st,ypi$t will always be in 

our pourerjtot^feifi^ ascertained 

his guilt^^ us to recall 

the injpu^fSJins i0icti& sufficiently 


recoverel| ^ bear^ witn e$s%t thelcri^ permission, it 

sha^l nowiake place/’ S ; 

Edggr tpXave bis doubts resolved, the king^sbeda commission, 
and on fe appomted d^y thef court being assembled) th^ chief justice, 
attended by the 1 State, officers, with the usual ceremonies, 

entered the\court and took his seat, . He then gavje.orders for the 
prisoner,^. bi^bWght forward, and to be confronted to face with 
his accu^\ .frhis being done, and the treacherous secretary stationed 
close in v Tropt of his master, the judge turning towards. .the bar ad- 
dressfcck&g prisoner : “Count Sigismund, you there behold in your 
presence servant by whom you are accused of the Jhigh crime of 
treason j/it remains with you to show how you can jdefen d yourself 
from his accusations!’ Sigismund then fixing his eyes, upon the 


treacherous secretary, with the same undaunted and : tocribt? counten- 
ance whi^ji he had even bprnc towards the king’s cncmic^ and which 
product a feeling of respect and veneration in the ipinds cf the 
bcliold&s^thus addressed hiifi : “And is it thou, vile Wretch, that hast 
cast up^hjmre.thehamc of traitoi to my king? On me r whoJiave shed 
my bloodlike^vater in his defence, and am still fprepareAto lay down 
my life -IhJhis scrvice 1 Dost thou know who I am, ahd what thou 
art ? Ia v it fpr such as thou (to stain my untarnished honottf and good 
name? Awa^e’outof thy picked delusion ; look aro^d |hee in the 
face of .ti^.ktttg.'ahd thy country; rouse thee, and* prepare in their 
presen<^;^ I have thfec, to speak the truth* N^ turnlnpt thy 
head asfid# | ( think not to escape me, but try to iooJc pidAS an honest 
man in, tl^jfaCe, and tellfme for which of all theb^neifol have con- 
ferred prtjt^c^thpu hast conceived the diabolical desigrtof. robbing me 
of my life^a^d hphduryby base charges it is ii^pps|xble.vfor thee to 
prove. T write that letter at 

what hpurfjf^pffi C* ■ {Speak, I say ; hesitat^fem^Qjibt ; for thou 
hast to speak the truth’#'/ ( 

W judge, Cpubi) h^K|&d|vpice added : 
“* justice, 


TixiVfiWSi 


. * :v. 




eyes fixed upon 
pfooks; and such 
ahd denunciations 
mstpmed to obey, that he 
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could no longer support his part. His agitation was dreadful ; he 
trembled till he became jdmpst, convulsed ; and in the presence of his 
great accomplices^^ in’ a 

to join it. At 

the letter in hand* * 

After the astl^|tt6nt^^‘i^di^dK)dn;of tfcp 
subsided, the ,tW better to' the 

cause, turfied tpwafds Rob&tto,, and said, u 
if you have spoken the truth ; nor can you* mastet* piirilsl^^j^tand- 
ing as he ^hfei^ge. which affects hftHjfc; as 

regards himjhas’; yel^hed With you in your confessio^j^^^Sow at 
liberty to stateitf and to maintain your former deeB^tib^hgainst 
him.*’ 14 No > iny lord, J> replied the secretary, 44 1 hafe npthin^more to 
say. I haVe^ only how spoken the truth ; though it cbniftSiinie of 
being one of the most abandoned of ri ^nkin^-deserving^the most 
exemplary punishmient j and utterly unworthwthe ge^rpniV^gc--* 
the clemency hnd forgiveness of my revered m;Bter. ? V^-.: 

The whpiejjof his confession was then committed; tb wntii^, <luly 
signed and Wifttibssed r after which the false witness was-iothiteyed to 
prison; andhaditnot been for the generous intercession^ hisTormer 
master, wouid have paid the penalty due to his crimes,; v 
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"ozano: 


Of this writer there is no account in Nic«lj> Antonie, or any other 
biographer th^ particulars of which are aUffb worthy ofnotifcfe. That 
he was a doqtor/acommissary of the Satgta Uruzada , and a cpmpo .c»* 
of volummovfs' religious works, as well fes of a few novels, is amue 
information for the reader, who has nol taste for a dry* catalogue of 
titles and editions, and chiefly of abstract and ecclesiastical books. 



S0LEDADES DE LA VIDA, &c. 


IK the capital of the kingdom of Sicily, at the time when it was 
governed by Dionysius, generally known by the name of Tyrant, 
dwelt $. young nobleman named Enrico He was of \ery high lineage, 
being descended from royalty, and was of such ability and mtcgntv, 
that the kmg created him his puvate secretary, and honouitd him so 
far with his confidence and friendship, that the surest load to the 
king s favour was by the interest of Lnuco. In this enviable situation 
did Lnrico find himself, favoured by his sovereign, respected by his 
friends, and feaicd bydiis enemies- when, in addition feelings 

of pude and pleasure,! wluch such pio*>pcious cn cum stances would 
natuialiy create, lo\c stepped in to dispute tlu. ascendancy. # r lhc laay 
who had captivated him w^s the only daughter of a nobleman of 
gicat wealth and powei , slie was called Theodoia, and hci beauty 
w as^celebrated throughout line city It was not long before the gallant 
appearance of Emico, and she c\clusivc icgaid which he omitted 
opportunity of Showing, ciuatcd a leuprocal sentiments her hcait, 
and Entice soon found means m a less g<mer?Litmncr to testif> his 
regard. From the oorreiypondcnrwmcb had commenced between 
them, Enrico was oblig a V to abandon his intention of demanding 
her in m arftagfe of her ^her, in consequence of a private engagement 
which sabusted betwe$ him and the kmg, wherein the king had pio- 
mised on the death o the queen to raise his daughter td the throne ; 
01, in default, that should be the wife of Ins eldest son. r Ihis 
engagement Was of %urse a secret to all but those concerned, but w as 
sufficiently powerful. o damp the hopes of Enrico* But as love is 
blind, and always ftdeavours to break the barrier's which piudence 
raises, bMfeMVf- w strong and foimidable, tfcq foVers agreed to 
obviate the dp&fchy of $he fathers lefusal >y a myhte marriage 
More thank ye^sjapsed, during which a r secret delightful in- 
tercourse tntyfei on between thd Ibvervthe,en^ tefusing the 
chance of * «|WL ftfthe $akft Of him ^dipfei^he risking the 
displeasure of kh\& l *pd the ensue— when 

the death * W*iotn then affaus. As 
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no notice whatever of the private engagement had been given by the 
king, even to him whom he honoured, with his friendship and .con- 
fidence, and Theodnrd had heard i| ?: froth vhe* father, Enrico 
thought the king ; he 

therefore his mar- 
riage a secret, and 

solicit his approto^&vpf liowever, 
before he had ef?^cl»d his- intention, thekirt^^ and 

told him he ha dtffbdto ofspme importance tocofettfcC^g^; Enrico 
listened with atteptibn while ihe ldng proceeded-^ w Yoa^ve been for 
a long tiige the confidant 6f all my actions, the depostta^pf my most 
secret thoughts ) there is however one fact, and one/mly, with which 
I have not made you acquainted, because the nature of it w&ssuch, 
that neither "yotif advlce iior assistance would avaCyme«5 ’ H e then re- 
lated the engagement he had with the father of JJliebdbra, but added, 
it was contracted solely with a view to secure h'CMfrom the offers which 
might be made to her father, for lie had lonjg/secretly blit 'ardently 
lovcd.-^The king further said, the reason he ncfcjmentiotted it was, that 
the death of the. father having created a chanjdfe in the faniilyyhe had 
adopted a reflation, in which he required thfe assistance of a friend 
devoted to his interests j for there being nojTch ance of the queen's 
death, and nbt earing to give to his son thatofwhich he valuCd sd much, 
he intehde;d to: make the offer of a secret fiaison , to which life was not 
prepared tdexpect a refusal. This intimation from' one 1 who was 
never disob^Od,; was like a thunderstroke to poor TEnricb ; who, 
nevertheless, concealed the surprise and! indignation It would have 
been death to have betrayed. “ By the » sa id the king facetiously, 
"you are. a poet/ and 1 dare say you ha ve some verses about you, 
dedicated to somfe/air damsel, which will ? doubtless kniweWot me, — 
give me them* that; I may transcribe them, 1 ■ and thusf&take love after 
the fashion m obrjCountry/ ■ 

Without ^wUjg what he did, Enrico inttiuctiyity verses 

from his pockfet/ which he. had often sung to Thfeodora* aiid ^ive them 
to the king, wfto^aftfer praising the style, told hi^n that he intended to 
visit Thebdora th^t evening, and should require hSfc dttbndahcW En- 
rico had no p^rtuiiity; of escaping from the p^v^M%^oment, 
to warn Thebdq^of Iheir da«^?tahd night ffiif^^ithdtStf hfo re- 
solving what- ?The • king nt at 

the hour assigned|>:ahd; thfey j^ Ahr Concealed) ( ]L ;; •, Rallied 
from the . -entrance; J that 


from the 
Theodora, igh 
terms which w bu&Ei^^ 
“ My liege,” 

the position befoffey8ti r ^ 
covery of you by any stra 




5 king , u I will 
h h 
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remain in tfcis street until your return ; use all expedition.” Enrico 
flew to the dwelling of -Theodora, When, givingthe accustomed signal, 
she met Jkjm he embraced, 
and who has deter- 
mined call up your 

dMenna$j^d*rc&^^ -returned in 

* to » ev^ cr at;; tfie,i?tOrt time that had 

dj arid tpj^l i&at .^IfclL wad i for .Htpa »dhw|nce, that he had 
''odora^ and mforthedhe^ that a persbri^pf^high distinction 
'' honour her with a visit, without saylngwho, fearing the 
’Vht distqrb her. Without ftiHher delay, th^y entered 
-*odora, and were shown into b^r ppartment, where she 
er two attendants. . WheivTheodora saw the quality 
was exceedingly disturbed, not doubting but that he 
engagement contracted with her father, and she 
n seeing the agitation of £nrico. Conceal 
ver, she entertained: the Ving, who sa 
1 '*ould tax her imagination, rathe 
^d ; and at last when sh 
she dared not listeT 

"lprp 
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a letter from the king, which had occasioned considerable uneasiness 

they were 
^^a^i^ .her tears. 

$ent from 
BjigJ him, how- 

jning 


to Theodora, who* 
reduced, threw h<$$l 
In this situatioi 
the king to hasted 
ever, 

of what he had; 


manded the pageOni& thh $, 

to be jealous, of hiv&creta^ 

that of t.he youngl4i^.\ : . The iolorm^tion^ Sowey^ 
vivid feeling of disappointment and rage. Spmet(n|e^i;^otfti jS6ubt 
the testimony ofyh$page, and at others would ^ ^dfioupcertfte ntost 
dreadful venge^npe;against hi$ false Secretary. D^er^in^dip satisfy 
himself on the sjCtojpct* he sent for Enrico, and \iiforihedichj)h that it 
was his intention, to: remov e Theodora to hisf palac^ dst a Jady of 
honour to the queen, when he should have it better ppjb^uriity of 
bringing her to fesr arrangement s. The king Biought t%t the feelings 
of Enrico atthiaiinefcpected purpose mightfeerhaps betray hjm, but 
he was deceived) for a servant of Theodora mad observed, the page 
return fronot^he . house of her mistress in the i^orning^ tes^ihg every 
mark of , astonisho&ent, and suspecting the/cause, inlormed JShrico. 
He was . therefore prepared for some act ofc'jealousyott l]he„partbf the 
king, so that when .the proposal was ma*«e, he immediately Coincided 
with hini;in: theeligibility of the plan, hoping thereby jto reoiove sus- 
picion, ahdv trusting to geod fortune for thlp future. Theodor^movcd 


to the pa%e ph the invitation being 
consent would bPconsidcrcd by the kiijgi 

TA : < il a. .1** ' -t. A. 


nt her, knpwing' that her 
is the test ofBriricp's faith. 


During a mPhthj that she was tu* attend&ncp oijjAe qupen, the king 
. made but K|tte ^progress With her. She Jfcook cue. to fcwe’him but 
little opportunity oCseeifcg her alone, ancf ^lways;;in^i his Advances 
with coldne$$;, and distrust. Every night njtnnco cont^jy^dUo visit 
her, by meaps;pf , a, ladder of cords which Vhe lo^id/hrdm her 
- - j - — - =- - — littlc 


window .iritch.t^t'gaxden, which was in a retiitaOitt^tiabJ'aric 
liable to';ob|e^^u \ 


The king §«tdii^his si)it . proceed so slowly,.anc 
suspicions OjE'I^Hbe,>placed .peORle . to, ytktdl/'* 

JDetfiW 


enough to 
the utmost,^ 

1 am at last bi 
girl has enterl 
and that Igv 
faithful and 
your master 
gence, and the 
self-possession of Enrico; ' ' 



hur 


mm 


some 
learnt 
^un to 
inrico. 


ouy 




— "T. r "” — ' lc deiav ne >vcm v 

thaa 'vitk v^ry Utl* d ' the signa i , 

balcony of ’l.hepdor? „ as rf . tU vn 


!i»w« 


ff n«c;wer was rcturneu , -- - 

ropes. Of course no ,, . bccame distracted with the idea that she 
had not rctiri ' d > he . him in the morning, con- 


that sheliad not retire 
had yielded to the king, 


as he had informed him lathe morning, con- 
(v to ensure their safety. Stung to the qmck 

* — . . . M foi/rr 


naa yieweaio me King f . ensure their saieiy. •»«««*■ w 7., 
sidering it the only w; J ^, lcd out t0 her in a feigned vo&e, «P^tdinj; 
with rageand jealousy,! her t0 understand he was acquainted with 

her with perfidy, and gi\ & ‘ ** — 4l%J * '”'*** aff0iw * 


5 X d, rmg tii; Ume * 
ot to be heard, and the king immediately 
„g a lover. She denied the accusation 


her weakness. Theodora 

for the voice was too loud n n a lovcI , ^ , 

charged her with entertaini ant 0 f t ^ e cauS c of such an appeal ; 
saying site was utterly ignor iftiU* tqseekacotn 

the king, turning to his p? dispatch the slanderer who dared 
and without any ceremony an honourable lady. : k 

free with the reputation of d Theodora, distracted with apprehension, 
The page departed ; an inform the king of thciac^W.ptdd be certain 
knew hot hqw lo act. heard the order givenfpr nik.' assassina- 

dcath to hfcr lover ; ancj] c t 0 move in his behalf. Talcing saw the 
tion, with-it being a ora? which nearly amounted t# detraction, and 
perturbaiiohdr Theoc^ on ged, awaited the eYent aS'^ ft^t of justice, 
^onsiderinh ^se^ was continuing his cotpp^^when the two 
Meariwhll^Enr'and demanded how he dared. to ; h^ihch language 
pagesappi^ih^hphlace} at the same time rushihgJlh him with their 


i^ dispatoh himi - 
^‘^^>fig.'tke 'first i***'^ - *.® 
Bfs .45s^U9nf» J .'v^6 i 
. ;.®i'Brico‘.,tW% s 1SO' 


to 

sword 

it witKis^^ 
IhcirJ 
stepJW 

and 

success o f 


it slow in his 
and used 
^hliged to seek 
fry, retraced his 
fhich Theodora 
insupportable ; 
to relate the ill 
itend With her feelings, 
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she sunk on the floor in a state, of insensibility ; on which the king, 
after summoning. as$isUh(^e, r6t^g4 to. amorg certain chastise- 
ment. When ssil* folk & ffljfcfijfli't felt comparatively 

happy to think • but not 

knowing what ^ her want 

be somewhere conc'ealcd. She then iowere^thoiS^|r|i^op^ but 
as he did not appear* ; she, iiot >eing able. to;.r^^^fe-‘Re was 
evidently under some delusion respecting hery* 4 tiesetSp^etl * herself, 
and cautiously making her 'way to his windows, for 

him to dlhcend 5 Almost, doubting his senses, he came;8bwh to her, 
and she related -to him the visit of the king, and, imp: uneasiness. 
He was overjoyed to find the whole only a ruse fkin&X from 
which he haa gained no advantage; and excusing fop the 

pain he had unconsciously inflicted on her, ami which? she; readily 
forgave, he. returned with her to her apartment^ , ' ■ f- 
On the following morning, Enrico waited inf lie antechamber for the 
coming of the king, feeling perfectly satisfied/ that he was yCt* undis- 
covered, and* determined to meet boldly any] fresh suspicions which 
the evening^ adventure might have created J The kin|appearcd in 
perfect good t humour, and in the course of rfie cvening ^fOrmed him 
it was his .intention to summon a hunting party, for the^purpose of 
granting Theodora, the favour of distributing the whole pf the a .imc, 
adding, thafcshehad changed her mind with respect to her list deter- 
mination, bit 'that he doubted not he should soon prevail: ' Splendid 
preparations* were made, and shortly thi party took thpir .way to a 
park of theking’s, about two leagues distance. On lliejir arrival, after 
arranging their plan of meeting, they ail separated, to pursue ' 1 heir 
sport ; butihe king and Enrico continued together, accompanied only 
by one of 'the^ king's personal attendants. Under pretence of 
pursuing spurt, the king led his companion ihtorrt^-jnost wild 
and unftequ^pted p^rt, and when arrived at 
drew up his hqrseJ The good humour, which had.apparetUlytnarked 
his conduct .^rbughopt the day, now became completely. 'fUmiged. A 
fearful frown succeeded . the smite he had hitherto ^pHl^and regarding 
Enrico sterriyi^V J^ftpr Enrico t w hc exclmm^'^jh^dost thou 
answer for hav|hgAbe brayed thy master and friend?, thy in- 
iquity, and v mmlc%U:^m niy h^txd thy punishmCht'^ leaped 

from his atee'|,;4^4^w J stfoidv - . " .‘f&ttd defend 

yourself, Tor a king 

alone shaft dis- 

natural feeling of* Vriend, 
prevented^ him from raisid^ m$ againil * him* cousin his own 
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defence. He threw himself on his knees before his sovereign, and 
handing him his^word , ie If you are- determined to take the life of one 
.who has served y 04 so iprig " stain 

not if your heart 

will allpw^'dofyfetiip ^Oa&ufb L his sword, but 
his*/ words **0 t a bugle to 

his: moudK/he sounded ah akVmVwfaeri the$f presendy appeared from 
a short dist&fcea bahd^f^rrtied men/* ^sSeizenthS^UtoT," cried the 
king, “ who ^Phfe^ses himself unworthy ofrecei^ng&is punishment 
at my hand^&rid do by him as he deserves/’ Witbbttt saying another 
word, or listening to Enrico, who begged to be heard, he mounted his 
courser, h|tdi" Va^ out of sight in an instant, leavihg Elirico unarmed 
in the mifl stipf assassins . Enrico saw that all resistancewas vain, and 
suhinitted'tojbfe fate; They bound him, and then cast him headlong 
into a yawhihg cavern, so dark and deep, that report : had? invested it 
with supjfcth&tujrrd terrors, and whence it was firmly believed no mortal 
could ever escape Avith life. 1 

The king; was made acquainted with the result, and was well satis- 
fied with the manner in /which they had executed his commands. He 
then pehite&aomc versas, descriptive of the death of Enrico, and the 
treason Tdr : W}dch he suffered, and caused them to be sung under the 
balcony pf^Thcodora, at t#e time when Enrico used tO visit her. 
Theoddi4:ha)d. been all the evening in the greatest agitation ; she had 
seen the king return with those nobies who had accompanied him, 
but missed Enrico from their number. She inquiicd ofall who were 
most likely to afford her information, but could obtain no satisfactory 
intelligence^ : A prey to doijfct and anxiety, she aWaited thehour which 
she hope& ivpuld calm her apprehensions, by bringing hir Accustomed 
signal. Wh%n the hour arrived, instead of the voice^pf Enrico she 
heard the recitation the king had ordered," thq meaning of 

which wa^tbo plaip to be misunderstood. The fake fibpfS&of security 
in whidh sfib had so" long indulgecfwere suddenly withdrawn, and she 
saw at a gMftce ’thb detection of the king, and thWWAtig&ance which 
had folio wbSi' fShe g aVb way to the most bitter arid'heart+rePding grief ; 
she tore^er^lr "Kit, and threw herself on th^gi^i^^pfaying that 
she migh^^rVspojfb , rise with lifer 1 The whblc^i|^t; ^a passed in 
the of feeling, and oh sought an 

in tei^ieWyS^l^a cS^iers who were nSqst mlim%;With-Enrico, and 

death 

the 
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spot. This she promised to do, and fixed on the next night for the 
engagement * The knights, whether they repented, fearing the king’s 

^ dishonour- 

afid asked 


wrath in case of dii 
able means, made$3 
how they were as the 

means of , 

but knew not '.ivajifr 

them to cohduct Th^ddora as j shp requested, whUe ^ ^oul&sfrepair to 
the sf>ot with asfeSfarice, to force her off to ottfeVof his ^it^ where 
she would not long be^ able, to , resist his continued In^Miibstrained 
communications. 1 : >>. 4 • . ' \ v 

It war Jo^sidcfHtbly p^st the middle of the highy before Theodora 

whep* haying pro- 
lace without obser- 
fley reai^vtbe spot 
( liis . myrmidons, and 


could arrange everything to meet her conductor; 
vided themselves with a master key, they left the ] 
vation. The morning began to dawn before t 
where the king" had left Enrico to the mercy i6f liis 
Theodora had ' scarcely. cast her eyes around discover lh^ traces of 
her murdered ;husba*.id, when the king rusl/cd out frmW r a conceal- 


ment which, he had sought previous to 


arrival, atad^eized on 


Theodpra to 4 prevent her escape. The knights, feigmhg^fear, imme- 
diately fled to some distance ; and Theodopa, filled ,>yith .dijhiay on 
finding herself in . t^e power of the king, oned long ahd-yidipm* r for 
assistance.,; It*, wjis, however, of no avajn ; and the iking, makmg a 
sign to . hjs Assistants, they brought uptlaeir horses fpr the purposc of 
forcing heyaway. - Her cries were not inj vain, for a vdicp vv£S heard 
as though frpm>^; Adjacent rock, which, {from the reverberation, pro- 
duced a most fearful effect ; and suddenly* there issued from a fissure 
the figure 6fa>mdn, which, although disguised withjwounds, anil 
covered with. .blood, was immediately recognised as t|^t ,of Enrico. 
The king ari&his attendants drew back appalled, and thi^nking he was 



of her husb^nd^threw herself in his arms, 1 
appearance \|6|Sf^ehted. Enrico called 0 * 
saw, Called on, his atfc 
Theodora, threw 3 


astonished 
Enrico, tal 
king.' *‘Gr< 
faithful friend; 
which I shall 
Theodora, 
ilence, was 
respecting, 
little reason 
loyalty were. 


ilhe terrible 
stay,, who, 
when 
fit the 
oprjnost 
"death, 
nee. 
confi- 
views 
of the 
and 
now 
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That b^a^CifuI eity of $pain, which is bathed by; the crystal waters 
of the Tagus j .the mistress of arts and arms, within whose; limits are 
gathered together all that is beautiful and noble; the splendid resi- 
dence, in past ages, of a race of kings, and now the illustrious heritage 
of their successors, will be easily recognised as the imperial Toledo. 
In this city lived an honourable cavalier, a native of Valencia, whose 
name was Don Lucindo. He was a genticma\! of good pretensions, 
noble, valiant*, and discreet, if such qualifications can be possibly pos- 
sessed by a lover ; for Don Lucindo had been six years in the wars of 
Flanders, solely to acquire honour and fame, the better to deserve the 
love of a beautiful lady of Toledo, named Donna Ana. 

As his parents had been some time dead, and he was entirely free 
from any ties pf kindred, he left his property at Valencia in the hands 
of trusty individuals, and fixed his residence at Toledo. Donna Ana, 
as we have.bcfbre observed, was beautiful, and moreover possessed a 
handsome property of twenty thousand ducats, with solely the care of 
providing for an aged aunt, who resided with her, and under whose 
superintendence she was left. The gallant attentions of Don Lucindo 
were not lost pn Lismistress, who repaid his courtesy with occasional 
glances of recognition and kindness, sometimes from her window, and 
at others when [going to mass ; on which occasions he was never far 
from her sid^i As a circumstance consequent on such an under- 
standing, notes "and sonnets began to pass in some profusion, in . the 
safe transmisSioft^of-which was employed a servant of Donna, Ana, 
named Teela. * Tni^girl proved her fidelity to her young ; mistress, and 
endeavoured to deserve heV good opinion, by cheating 4 the old lady, 
her aunt* on feut her suspicions wejrc,\, nevertheless, 

raised by somc.;&^yert^ic;^ sp th^t pn one oc<^sr<m,;by watching 
an opportunity, whichwas intendedby Don 

Lucindo for ^otest^iefant^of Teela 

that it was a perfect, ^^gfc'^h^j^y^her thO £tint -was 

not without suspicion, a£to DOoW Ana did pot escape 

without a sharp rebuke front hef aditt, whom* |iowever, {he shortly 
contrived to pacify. 
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Don Lucindo was much annoyed when Teela, who was herself so 
much amazed with her own want of eare that the; sight of a doubloon 
could hardly reconcUe^ h$iy jcelatedito, ^contretemps, This, 
however, ‘ she sper^ihaCiously in the end it did 

not retiu*i>ift|&^ particular cer- 
tain n, by strong 

language, |d fefuse^^ f^i/ye£^ hand when 

offered Don Lueip^ from so 

auspicious a commencement) would have a and successful ter- 
mination ; but as nothing is certain in this lifey Whether in love or any 
other of ourdesires; Don Lucindo was doomed lik^otlysrs to experience 
the effe^of uWmstabil ity of fortune- . lTher£ Was ^{Toledo a noble 
cavalier, nanied Don Juan de Moncada/very wealtny, and possessed 
of such estimable qualities, that he was beloved by all Who knew him. 
This young cavalier had met Donna Ana, and her beauty had made 
such an3[mprc$sion upon him, that he determined to solicit her favour, 
without heeding cost or consequences. But as it was necessary to employ 
some one to assist him in his projects, he chose one of hjf.Own servants 
as a confidant, —and he could hardly have made choice of a better, for 
Martin was shrewd* and clever : and no sooner did he Understand his 
master , swi$hes, than he immediately undertook to forwani them. He 
soon found; means to introduce himself to Teela, as a preparatory mea- 
sure to gain admission into the house. Without giving any hint of his 
ulterior designs, Martin professed himself, with such apparent sin- 
cerity, so ardent an admirer of Teela, and withal Was so good 
humoured, and witty, that the waiting-maid shortly became so much 
his own, that, he introduced the subject of his masters Jove, and was 
satisfied that he had secured her assistance. O f coufse^Teela informed 
him of Dun , Lucindo’s attachment, and the progress had made 
with her mistress, but Martin was in no way dishe^r}|:hed for his 
master’s 'success; he" only extorted a promise from^e&a that she 
would conceal all the notes for the future from Don Lu<i|hdo, and for- 
ward all tbaf he should bring from Don Juan. Don jiian was de- 
lighted at l : the;' progress liis servant had made^ J|^|,4mmediately 
address^'«x letVefjtO^bonna Ana, bi%athing-i^^0t|^i^na of admi- 
ration an44oyc^; 

The fmrj^a disturbed at' tjie^c^ipof the letter ; 

but leat;^e^|§ht construe anything ^ favourabfeiffc^felr silence, she 
lost tfo^i^ impossi- 

Don Juan^^ to the king, 

and Martin 

which it 

was indited, yift fh| |l"fVprfW4^1ed- him with grief. 
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Martin took up the letter when his master had finished, hoping to find 
some little expression on which to ground, a hope ; for without being 
a learned man of truth . to frame a 

consequence agreeing WrttTjfuV^ he' understood 

the bye-roads to -a. . MuAd. in their 
general d iscours^3Spt j^metifites^ ? di^^^M^hrrddeti in an 
ambiguous phrase ’ obsqui^ek^ressi^’ whiiliv #heS''^hj^4ed' 'rightly 
would lead to a gifr^nt result* : The (ftifclusioi^.l^ 
drew^from DonnaAaa's letter, tvas simplyj that there 'i^VJdver in 
the question, and tfiat, as long as he remained, could be 
contemplated. H e therefore advised his master; if , he were., intent on 
pvosecutii.g ihe adventure, the shortest way would be to engage him 
in a duel, which,if successful, would dispose of his“ rival/andif not, 
would at least case the ardour of his own love. Don jftian^. found. this 
advice very reasonable ; and making light of everything in' fcompari- 
son with the flame that consumed him, he sallied out one night with 
Martin to the house where Donna Ana resided, supposing that, if 
there was any favoured rival, that was the most likely Spbt to .meet 
him. They were not disappointed ; for, directly beneath the Window, 
they discovered Don Lucindo waiting in expectation 6f seeing his 
mistress. Don- Juan ieft Martin at some few paces, and advanced 
alone. %t Sfefibr cavalier,” said he haughtily , i% what seek you here ?” 
‘^Nothing that it imports you to know,” returned Don Lucindo in the 
same strain l? 4 pass on; as 1 generally answer such questions rather 
with the sword' than the tongue.” This reply pleased Don Juan 
exceedingly,' considering the purpose for which he came, and imme- 
diately drawing from it a sufficient cause of quarrel, he' -replied, “ l 
am not one who. would answer such language as that in the open street ; 
but if youf courage WU not belie your words, follow me/^ Not a word 
more was necessary;; fqr Don Lucindo, incensed at such -an imperti- 
nent interf^fepte, ;Was determined to chastise the aUthprof it, and 
without further consideration, followed him to the castle. of San 
Cervantes, wjfcfcre^ drawing their swords, they engaged combat. It 
was nearlydarlqandchancedifected their weapons ; sb that after one 
or two passe$,;ffirtiihately avoided by each, the s#effd T ;df Don Juan 
passed throu^^lbody of his Antagonist, and lie W&m^ihe spot 
without a word grpanu / Don, Juan and his their 

way home whhbu^lfse^tidn ; and such was the rapidity ^fid secrecy 
with whi^,the;^&l||j^n W^stOqndact^ that^wh^^&^death of 

discovered of 

wound. After and 

the talk which ^ which 

preferring his suit feeMh^had undergone too 
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severe a shock to render it politic to address her on such a subject ; 
but Martin had jiotbeen idle. JHe had no feelings of delicacy to re- 
strain him frpiu prosepptin^ maid, who on her 

part hactne^I^^lS^ of Don Juan with 

her mistrcjMi, heard from with- 
out, resp&titfg lus |^aIttt£Ky ^ Jtjjl'iot in the heart 

of woman to with^tand^ for any; length of time, sp fpfnlidable a league; 
and by the time Don Juan, thought proper to reHew his solicitations 
for her intimacy,^h^ 'yas more than half disposed to receive 'them. 
The verses which hefwrbte ncver wanted a favourable criticism while 
Teelawa&at , hand to read them ; for if Don Lucindb, a soldier, was 
not free fromtKe infirmity of poetizing, little less'fcoiild be expected of 
Don Jnan^ who had had a finished education in the different colleges 
of learning ? ;and had dedicated works to the mu&e$ with some effect. 
His letter?,;' which were composed with the greatest care, were sure to 
be admired by Teela for their tenderness and grace ; and it was not 
long before they were rewarded with an answer which was sufficient to 
convince Mm his endeavours had not been unsuccessful - .. 

Having proceeded thus far, Donna Ana was persuaded before long 
to grant, him interviews at night from her balcony, which was but the 
next step to introducing him within. Acxordingly,"Tecla was on* the 
alert within, in case the aunt should be disturbed, 'arid Martin was 
posted to prevent intrusion from without. In this manner Don Juan 
repeated to his mistress those vows of affection which he had hereto- 
fore only presumed to commit to paper, and Donna Aria was not an 
uninterested listener ; for the heart that had been occupied formerly 
by Don Lucindo, could not withstand the living graces ofjpon Juan ; 
therefore the remembrance of her dead lover could only now be con- 
sidered as an early dream. No sooner had Don Juan obtained this 
permission, by, which means he hoped soon to crowtt his conquest, 
than his yfsit^were stopped in a very unpleasant and bhexpected 
manner;, Qn his arrival at the house of Donna Ana^and preparing to 
enter, he say? a stranger placed directly in the doorway. - He instantly 
retired, tliinlnng it might be some relation of poriha^Aria, who had 
obtained intehjgericc of their noctural meetings, aSd had prepared an 
ambush The next day the circumst^^Was repeated to 

Dontta^^wno VUh Teelalaughcd.arid'4eciaiPw.p;ma^t have been 
imaginat^on^^ had discdyc|ed her aunt would 

have b^j^f heard coft - 

cerning.it clear up the 

mystery^^ ni S ht » P ostcd 

unless thejhe on his gallantry 

instantly walked up poldly to the intruder,* and (fertianded his business, 
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wlicn the stranger slowly casting aside the cloak which concealed him, 
discovered to the astonished gaze p£ Martin the countenance of the 
cavalier whom his Cervantes. His 

valour was instant^ out on 
master, and makirig the ^gh^ it could 

hardly be imaginis*^ Dc&Juan rushed 

to the assistanqi^ofi Martiri^thinfeihg he when 

he heard the account which his servant refetedf afid njpfseeing any 
bod? near, he did not feel quite' comfortably altliough 'he^concealed 
his feelings as much as possible from Martin, resolVing[hbwever, on 
the next jii';bt, to ascertain himself the truth of the *tbfryi':*f /’ 

On the next night they repaired to the adventure, taking' care to 
ascertain that no one was hidden in the adjacent str^etj td tum thc 
odds against theiri in case they should be obliged to fight. ' They found 
the same figure in exactly the same situation as on tbb preceding 
nights. The courage of Don Juan was not to be daunted, but the 
valorous Martin quivered like an aspen for very fear, and the;better to 
conceal his feelings, as well as to preserve his faith to his master, by 
not deserting him, he turned his back on the figure, and began to 
implore the divine assistance, his conscience assisting him in recollect- 
ing*, that had, it, not been for his counsels the poor defunct might still 
have been living; Don Juan had no such compunctions, and advanc- 
ing, fiercely demanded to know why he waited there. The stranger, 
without uncovering his face, replied in a melancholy tone,—** I am not 
one who wbuld answer such language in the public street, but if your 
courage be as great as your action indicates, follow me, and, you shall 
know ” — being nearly the same words Don Juan uttered on the night 
he slew DbnDucindo. Don Juan was a man of undaunted courage, 
yet these woids, made him hesitate a little, before he accepted the in- 
vitation of thbstrahger. He was half inclined to fancy that ltwas the 
appearance pf bia4.e^ased rival, yet if it should by any chance be a 
relation of I^onna Ana, or some other pretender to her hand, his 
character would Ijtf U>!t for ever by betraying any symp%m* of fear ; 
he therefore without appearance of hesitation, ^dwqdVtlJyunknown, 
much to the ScMfror of >Martin, who accompanied * ./ 

They took: ; t^V’saine road as Don Juan had i^ lion 

Lucindo, ani ^hqp : at the castle of San Cprv^ttt^; tJlb^sfranger 
halted on the deceased 

wound. Thesd:'^^ijtetahpqi(-did of 

Don Juan Irbf ^ ai still 

greater trial, was 

who on. this very ^ to 
rob me of the misiress^^ittff but upbraid 
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you, for the dead have no enmity, but I come to you as the man on 
whom 1 have the most. claim. on earth to, do me service.” u Speak,” 
said Don Juab* * I h^veinj^red you^and^auld willingly ease my con* 
scicncp by petfarmipg your cotptnand^ ^^Tjbe ^vil actions of which 
I have beej^gaifty;4un^ ; it is for you to 

repair tranquil^ in Valencia, my 

native piaeei;l V.as.blessed ^ith the : affection of i beautiful girl, whose 
mind was.^s^icb in aU. good thoughts, as her person was replete with 
every elegapep and. grace ; yet for one who has so soon forgotten me 
did 1 leave jhis treasure, and she now pines over my unworthy remem- 
brance with the most pious constancy. Go to Valencia, say nothing 
of my death* hut endeavour to obtain her forgiveness for my past 
cruelty ; if; jrou succeed, bcar.hcr answer in writing, and place it under 
this stone,. on this very spot where I fell ; as you do this, so shall your 
suit with Donna Ana prosper, but if you fail, dread my vengeance ! ” 
Saying this, he disappeared in the darkness of the night, and Don 
Juan returned home in a more melancholy mood than he had ever 
been before ; he was afraid to absent himself from Toledo without 
making Donna Ana acquainted with the reason, and yet he could not 
inform her ; the distance from Toledo was great, and no excuse of 
business would be sufficient, he thereto i c determined to send Martin, 
hoping that his agency would be sufficient to execute the mission of 
the dead. Martin v\as accordingly oidercd to depart on the following 
morning, and on that night his master determined to visit Donna Ana. 
WIk-u they arrived, they met with no hindrance as on the former 
occasions, and after making the accustomed signal, Tecla opened the 
dooi, and in silence and darkness they entered the house. On this 
occasion, as Marlin was about to Stan on a journey of some risk, the 
duties of sentinel were forgotten, and he was introduced into the apart- 
ment of Ids mistress, much in the same manner as his master was to 
that of Donna Ana* ^ . - ■ v, ,; v . ; ■-* 

Don J uaztv was overjoyed to meet again the object pfc his affections, 
and had already .taken her hand, which he pressed fervently to his lips, 
when he fejt^|t|inself seized by a powerful grasp* that seemed impos- 
sible for hidf tp resist, and was hurled the length;pf\ihe room against 
the wa^ .wk^such violence, that he remained for ^^nothent overcome. 
At a voke whispered, in his car^f>D<>n Juan, why art 

not thou. gg^e on ;my mission ? 1 have suffered<0nough by thee, and 
bewar^^^u^^fe ' Witho^ cause, Donna 

hcavil^^$J0^O9r>^C^i !}0tog £$iise^pi^^ceessive fear, she 

the cries of 

her being aroused 

fro;n her^dmbe^ fearing some 

terribly ereioent had befallen heh Donna Ana, seeing the conse- 
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qucnces of her rash outcry, jumped into bed, and then assured her 
aunt that a frightful dreafn had occasioned the cry t]jat, had disturbed 
her. The old lady, tried, to that Tecla should 

remain with her diunfc^t^ ; butas Marlin 

was curious to 

left Teela’s room; of, his 

way to that of Donna Aria* when, hearing 1 ^some^ti^cbfit^ be; hastily 
made his way ba$tev. The ancient dame saw the, shado\y of v |dartin flit 
past*her door, which was open, the light front within l^un^fridistinct, 
though not quite dark; and fancying there was s&me;spirit 7 in her 
room, aJh'Hcf to' which she was quite a convert; she took it intp her 
head to go to that of Teela, not choosing to betray her weakness to the 
young women by returning to her niece. She had . scarcely entered 
the room, and closed the door, when Martin, anxious 1 ', to know the 
cause of her absence, seized her* in his arms, overwhelming her with 
kisses and questions. The old lady, bewildered and speechless with 
fright, could not answer, but believing it to be some supernatural visi- 
tation, and having borne her maiden reputation without blemish for so 
many years, was horror stricken that it should now be sullied, and by 
such equivocal means ; the moment, therefore, she could recover the 
use of her tongue, she commenced such an outcry, that Donna Ana 
and Teela, who had been assisting Don Juan, in their turn ran from 
their room fo ascertain the cause of the old lady’s terror. Martin, on 
finding hrs mistake, made off with all convenient speed, and Don Juan, 
thinking the devil had obtained possession, followed his example, unci 
left the ladies to explain as they were best able. The old lady was for 
some timeixV strong fits, and it was not without difficulty that she was 
restored, when it was all attributed to the malign agency of some evil 
spirit, whom it was the father Carracds care on the morrow to allay. 
During the re$Jt of the night they remained together, the aunt not 
choosing to trust bersclf alone, and Donna Ana waited impatiently for 
the day, fearing some unpleasant accident had happenedto her lover, 
though by what . means she was at a loss to conjecture. \Don J uan, on 
his arrival at home, recounted the circumstanw-that fe^pccurred in 
Donna Aim V apartment, to Martin, who agreed that ft^yojcrtd be per- 
fectly impossible- 40 prosecute his views with regard.tp^Donna Ana, 
without complymg witfc|he injunctions of the decease# to^the letter. 
Don Juan, the^br^,wr^a letter to his Angular 

occurrence, part^^ich^fcp' share 
he had to 

absent himself fc 1 1% : ^ so the 

giving him 

solemnized on his return from Valencia.^ " , . i-- ■ V 4 ' 
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Don Juan lost no time in fulfilling the mission required of him. He 
repaired immediately to Valencia, and discovered the fair one whom 
Don Lucinda h&d so shamefully deserted, to be Donna Laura de 
F onseca, a ^pung lady gifted m of beauty and for- 
tune. the subject of 

his mission/tfibugh withoutlfl^nti^ Don Lucindo. It 

was some time before she could believe^ itr the ^Ihee^ity of her former 
lover's repentance ;-,but, no one kbewbetter thanDon J uan the heart 
of woman/ or the ways by which ' her gentle nature may be wrought 
upon. He soon obtained from her the letter requited* containing her 
forgiveness of. all that had passed, and an assurance of undjminislicd 
regards Delighted at the success of his mission,%hich removed the 
only barrien to: his happiness, Don Juan returned' as speedily as pos- 
sible to Toledo. He placed the letter under the piece of rock, accord- 
ing to the injunction he had received, and then ordered masses to be 
said for the .repose of Don Lucindo's soul, who he 1 doubted not would 
be sufficiently grateful for these efforts made in its behalf, as to abstain 
from further interference in his evenings' amusement. 

The time had been fixed by Donna Ana for her marriage with Don 
Juan, which was to be celebrated with great splendour in the cathedral 
of the city, and the intermediate time had been cmployedin prepara- 
tions for the ceremony, and the arrangements for their future resi- 
dence, The troubled spirit of Don Lucindo seemed tb be hushed 
into repose ; for during this period, the visits of Don~ jttart had been 
uninterrupted by any ghostly agency, and Martin had, in consequence, 
quite regained his courage. The auspicious day so anxiously awaited 
by all at length arrived. The relations of both familiea,ahd a crowd 
of guests, thronged around the altar to witness the ' ceitemony. The 
bride and bridegroom were arrived, and nothing was wanting lo delay 
the performance of the rites, when a loud noise vWas heard at the 
gates of ihe cathethal, which had been closed before the Commence- 
ment Of ma$$i Under tbe supposition that some 'friends had arrived 
late, the d&brs were opened, and to the surprise Of all, two figures 
clothed in mack garments, and their features; , entirely concealed, 
slowly walke<jk*jp the aisle towards the althr; ^C pre^ence of these 
strangers to throw a damp on the ^nfs pf the guests, 

and whisp^ajiegan, 1 ta be interchanged a$ to their 4^^ and errand. 
Don Juan,":pshIng? to remove the unpleasantness \that seemed to 
prevail, whs^ iW m 4 visitors a^edAAjtoVi% v ‘altar, demanded 
though * ^ id; their ■ The taller of 

the tftriew rofftWii ^bie ^atments, and dis- 

covered ^ t p, deceased Don 
I-ucindov'. '^D^pib. the arms of her 

bctroUieVi husband. and made no 

scruple in declaring it td be the restless spirit of Don Lucindo. 
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Don Juan was Arm amidst the disturbance. “Injured shade,” lie 
cried, “ what have I neglected to perform, that thou shouldst still be 
unquietly wandering d to to. insure thy 

Juan by the Juan 

felt the touch senses 

deceived him, if .Don 

Lucindo had, blood. 

t: Dc#i Juan,” d^j^S^^you will 

not have the sin jbjvBOn . Ducindd's death to ahswerp^^Iie wound 
you gave me w^)nipt :< .hiortal j >buton a.ibeddf;^ it 

occasions!:*, j f^rinnorse for my dp&auct to ponfca* vowed 

on my recovery m^kb her, reparation/ lint willing the con- 
stancy of Donna- Ana,T caused myself to be procUimed a^^ad : the 
rest you, know.- could not entrust my cause. with^DQ^^^ura in 
more experiep^dVand better hands than your own, particularly when 
you had such;& stake on its success. . The result has proyOd it, and 
1 have now' the pleasure of resigning for ever all claims" (formerly 
had on your intended bride, and of introducing to you ondto whom 
my affections •have" -ever been due, and from whom they shaU nevcr 
more wander^f v J Jie 'thon removed, the sombre vestment from his 
companion, stn^^s^dveredn. young and most interesting Woman, who, 
it need not bfes&jW, proved to be Donna Laura ; and, in 5 truth, the 
pair were galjaiifljr attired for ghosts, being dressed in nothing less 
than full suits ofrtfch .wedding raiment. It is impossible; to describe 
the surprise apd jdy of all present at this happy conclusion of an 
unpromising adyObture> and after sincere ' com pi i men ts.ofcongrat il- 
lation on bo|b $ides, it was arranged that the marriage of both should 
take place |%u$ sharing the festivities prepared for Don 

J nan’s weddi^ahd ;C$menting an intimacy whlch contipued unbroken 
during tjhcir'Uy#^- ' v ' '' " ‘ 4 *--'**** "* 




<&uffcata. 







GuevaIL. has been designated by French writers asthe“SpAnish 
Scarron ; ” and form&one of that luminous tribe df wits^ whd infused 
life and spirit into the court and palace of Philip IV. p£S$ain. The 
king was himself attached to poetry, though more far the sake of 
amusement, than from any rational desire of prompting literature and 
its professors. To the native Andalusian grace and spirit and nobility 
of birth, he united that promptitude and facility of genius, , whieh early 
acquired for him a distinguished name, both as an orator a writer, 
and introduce^ him to the confidence and familiarity of his monarch. 
Entrusted with the office of chamberlain to the rpyai household, he 
resided nearly the- whole of his life at Madrid ; and he. bore away the 
palm of poetry and eloquence, as well as wit, among numbers who 
then disputed it with no trivial pretensions to the prize. ' Thus his 
fame as a lively writer, both in prose and verse, was little inferior to 
that of Lope de Vega himself. In the opinion of Nicholas Antonio, 
Guevara was his equal in points of dramatic plot and incident, and 
these qualities, added to his genial and animated disposition* rendered 
his death, in the* year 1646, a serious deprivation to the Court, whose 
society lost much Of its pleasure and vivacity, and reverted to its 
former solemnity and gloom. Guevara wrote numerops canfiedies, all 
in the tone andipfrit of his age ; nor was this ,his croWhiftg nierit, as 
among the few tragic subjects treated by him is that of the celebrated 
Inez de Castro, whose unhappy fate he placed in so touching a point 
of view under thetitleof Reindr depues.de M&ir. name thus 
occupies a high placp among the dramatic mife&of his tim’e; but the 
work on which rCstsllis chief claim to modem ^mpularity and ap- 
plause, is the Verdades de la Devil 

upon two Sticks of cuhcrworld most 

remarkable among !• Ijiog # La 
Novela allegorica qf supplied 

the writers of most 

traits of nature, when 

distinct from scenes of 16 # it unB^tdly popular 

wherever it is naturalised or known. * * * 



MODERN OF 

HdtE' OTHERS 



THERE was a beautiful Andalusian girl, of the name of Beatrice, 
sprung from a distinguished family, celebrated in the wars of Ferdi- 
nand and Isabella; and their successors, whose numerous attractions 
and accomplishments made her the theme of every gallant tongue. 
Among the most assiduous and attached of her lovers, in the- town 
in which she dwelt; was Don Pedro Giron, a youth of signal worth and 
accomplishments, calculated to attract the eye of a.)ady like Beatrice, 
who easily forgave his want of high birth and fortune, reconsideration 
of his personal merits. ' 

Fortune,; however, whose course we know “in true love, did never 
yet run smooth,” and that seems always to bear a sort of spite at mere 
personal merit, put it into the heads of the lady's parents to take a 
different view of the subject from her own. They courted a wealthy 
alliance ; and the -mere presence of the handsome Don Pedro in the 
same street, much more near their own house, threw them into a fit of 
the spleen, and they would scold the pretty Beatrice by the hour’s 
length, fervidly throwing her thoughts away upoii a poor parvenu, 
VVcll for them the gallant Don Pedro heard them not^ though they 
sometimes provoked their daughter to tell him j^which, . after throwing 
him into a } terribie passion, made him only the more intent upon suc- 
ceed inginhif views, and foiling their opposition, }>y ^ at ® r obstinacy 
and perseverance on his part Even Beatrice’s own attempts to 
dissuade jntU ^pni, ^ie pursuit, tended but to exc|t^ Uis krdour ; and he 
took a y^y^brav^ every risk, natural or supeniatural^ere he w'ould 
desist toher loye^;^-v 

Of itf* as well as 

fortune, m the seq we must pursue 
the campaign 

between Finding the bold 

and genius they came to the 

resolution l of forking Wpgeiher inaccessible, by 

placing it under lock and key, wheth^ with of without consent of the 
patty concerned. 4 
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They had just sense enough to see that she favoured Don Pedro's 
addresses ; and, in order to make theirown game the more sure 
against poor Pedro, tliey " lai t" scheme. Without 

saying a word of their pijtepo^ summer day, 

when the lovely of Love 

and Phoebus, both h#^V feigd^T^n^itetroduccd a 

sojnewhat ancient; 

with grand emphaw and dfef inctiorv Witha sttfrig such as' 

captain, colonel, orxkmght at arms ; the most excoUeni^M; welcome 
Don Vasco dc Atafde; ? He was then presented to her as'her intended 
husband, %r d as a particular favour, the lady Beatrice was allowed till 
the next day to prepare her -bridal ornaments, arid receivchitn as her 
noble husband. ' *'?/•/ ‘ - 

Wc shall leavfctoany young person over head and^ari'itiiaye, to 
form an idea of the infinite surprise and concern of the /ai£ Beatrice, 
at these very parental tidings. Her sighs and tears.: wefe ; s6;man)-, 
and lasted so long, that it was some time before she cbuld see Sistinctly 
enough to mark what sort of a looking animal her new hus&and really 
was. When she did this, the striking contrast between;hi|ri arid her 
lover, by na. means to his /advantage, actually threw hieifefetri. a fit, 
whether from Tovc W Dort Pedro, or aversion to tlie old trailer* she 
had no time to stated Her cruel parents, however, paid no attention 
to this tendefc/appeal to their feelings, beyond consighingfier to her 
attendants, arid adopting the usual means of recovery, -->cold water 
and cold comfort of every kind. 

In her boSOm was detected a portrait of Don Pedro, carefully enve- 
loped ; and riri Ddn Vasco expressing a wish to have it, precious 
face was hab^d tri^iin, bit sight of which, the pretty Bcatricc again 
took refuge mri^wpbn/ *. • ’ .• 

On her recovery^sife appeared a thousand times mW^bstinalcly 
bent against; tfeflriitch than before but whatf/^tU; ^^ parental 
threats, promise^b^olirigs, and persecutions of' ey£r£ Wflfd^ SeCoiufed 
by the efforts Of so^ekperienced an old lover as D,ori -Vflcb/be able to 
effect in the Coptfriricy^df a young girl like JffiOt that 

her first love was" brimihed frbtri her hehrt, ^s th^ ySn^hld cavalier 
imagined ; but: she|^drid chance so 

many and such \p6w#ftir adv^rsmrle&'-H^roriii soon 

really believed^tl^ 

the handsome the 

end. of four and 

new husband, he 

lavished upon her, with those' df hfer plrSits : a«£ other rich friend? ; 
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all of which, in her secret heart, she resolved in her turn to have the 
pleasure of presenting to her handsome lover. This at least was in 
her pow^an&.gO^ they went on pro- 
voking j|iid done before it ; an 

i mention*; 3&^verJ-i^ to any of the 

parties e^bc^vone.^. She first/s^t>hi^ pai^vhf; beh\itiful Andalusian 
horses, hext sevei-al pages tqattehd him ; withlfcV^ great variety of 
fanciful ornaments and levels, befitting a young-pnnee. 

“ Oh, then,* he might well'^xclaim, “the inKU^hfolly and cruelty 
of these starched; dia duty bound father$,whcr Will Neither lead nor 
drive. What chance has a luckless lover,, like me, against their 
infernal tsQ JJ ere indeed, do I hold some of their precious trash 
even that liftle Vengeance is ' sweet ; but what are all iVese gauds and 
jewels for the price of that, my sweet Beatrice, which, thou^ hast lost 
me. Stdpr only U little, and the infernal old knight shall pay deni- 
enough 7 for< his folly and temerity; and thy cruel patents as well. 
Rank and: honours, forsooth ! they shall wear their honours thick 
enough upon them, ere long, that I promise them ; and all Andalusia 
shall point at him as one of the most besotted and: dishonoured old 
dotards in exbtence. When that is done, I will kill hUtt-^ yes, I shall 
have the pleasure of killing him at least,— by thwt gba<£ sword again I 
vow I will^spite of man or fiend, for he has robbed me of my 
Beatrice, ^.and then I will marry her.” //. „ *-'* 

Such were some of the exclamations of the disappointed lover, on 
receiving a letter from the married beauty, in which she lamented the 
hard fate to which she had been condemned.. She declared that she 
was excessively unhappy ; and only lived in the idea that he still 
loved her, a$?she loved hint, only better and. better.^ At' the same 
time, she l^treated’ hun to make no attempt Ju^t at present, as it 
could qnly-l^Vo'the effect of increasing be* durance, &>£ making her 
the morejin^6rab% IJut though it still, if he 

wished to see^heiv she would appear at her pris^ 7 ^ and he 
might conver^ wlth hcr during somd.tirae'oj\ Jhenjght through the 
grating./ -'* • 

We need nat Sajr4i0W/gladly Don Pedro cOrdi^i^ith this request ; 
and he in^nffy rattened .to prepare .for thfe\n^l4ayonihg a beautiful 

t>e excused, 

howevei^Jp^^ beheld the 

usual love-song in 

her that might 

On thjs^p^sed, and^W^te^y^^&^^^^^'tbwards each other, 
they began to W«sep qvefc tul'a't length Don Pedro 

cleukCr^d V would set out for the Neapolitan wars, it being utterly 
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impossible to remain there and behold her in possession of another. 
Beatrice tried to inspire him with .better hopes, and # he at length took 
his departure somewha^c.qwi^4%!is#P%^h?evepge all the way 
home, and after patting the old 

new Benedict oai , . 

At last he ao ^ h,m 

fairly, and give hirti^"ehance ,pi',his Ufe j jet' jpliy^t;eM|^gd'that both 
of $em shoold*|iiCs«0iii8'«l^ ; '. had 

little taste for that &tt of duel he' proposed, since to relish 

one of a less dangerous nature, insomuch that hit had )d|hpst. forgotten 
his old <ja npaigns iij the field of Mars. Couldhebe apprised, there- 
fore, at receivingf jy^allenge from a spirited young love^'vrftpse pro- 
mised bride hqhad -appropriated to himself. Jjfc contained not' the 
slightest apology for the, desperate proposal it offered } apd the old 
captain, with ^usl indifference, armed himself. for the., combat with 
the young knight. ... 

Now' old Benedict 'was a Portuguese, and had self-sufficiency enough 
to despise his neighbours, and he took the whole matteirrather as a 
bravado thatfany thing else, He did not even think it worth while to 
take any cdrppahy. along with, him, yin the full beliefthat.be should 
conclude the, whole business to his own satisfaction, without any such 
assistance, as -a second. Don Pedro, in the same wajr of, thinking, 
prepared himself merely with his own good' sword,, n breastplate, a 
dagger, and.asmall pair of pistols ; not for the purpose of taking any 
undue advantage, but tliat he might be a match for any oil the part of 
the wily ddt Portuguese. Besides, he had to go through, some dark 
and obscure passages, the more secretly to reach the p%< 5 .;of rendez- 
vous, and to pass a large piece of ground, formerly a, biwjitl place for 
certain malefactor*, whose bodies were forfeited tojpstice. It was 
about the ^j^^ptfr-of night ; the sky was clear afillljitoquil, and 
the stars just ^honeienough, iff the absence of the 'in^n,.tp make the 
surrounding dhject's;yisible. But Don Pedro bent ftis Way . through 
the gloomy cemetery wi thou t the slightest fear, for-bCliad been too 
well broken in r tp;. encounter danger, of whatever riatufe,in his early 
days, to tremUSe.nt^kJie was a man, at shadows, jjLthe jJ^.' .. 

Just, howcvet'^^hf h.ad l reached .tl^. centre^b^^ sm^efactors’ 

arising out nor 

in the 1 shape of di^^^^fedeed, 

that the young '^dSe.' V At' deast he 

thought it must either «be a 'hbs&ef dr ’CerberuJ hlinself escaped above 
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ground, such were the infernal kind of bowlings it produced in the 
cars of the terrified youth,, who felt that, but for these, he could 
perhaps have $too<J his. ground. ' ^ , ■ . v { § ; 

As it was,]^un9headie(i his swprd^ahd essayed to pass on; but 
the monstrous ^feast; placed path, or wheeled 

round him, whithersoever lib tuir^d^ % ;He many blows, 
but in vain ; when taking a/suddbii spring, the hateful animal lighted 
with his huge paws upon' D’oh -Pedro’s sho^lders/and attempted to fix 
his sharp gnashing^ iee’th -in his neck. A cold* shiver tan through* his 
frame, as he felt die beast aiming at his throat ; but soon resuming 
his courage,, he took, one of his pistols, and discharged it at the breast 
of his fierce assailant. ' ' ; ' . \i\\j 

But, as it appeared to Don Pedro, the shot took ho^effect, and flew 
harmless from the scaly hide ; insomuch, that One Of the balls glanced 
back from its aim, and . wounded its own master’ On. the leg. The 
struggle, continued during about half an hour 5 the dog attempting to 
worry the knight, and the latter to escape from his enemy’s claws. 
Kinding all human efforts vain, Don Pedro at length began to implore 
the divine aid, protesting that if he escaped from the. present danger, 
he would renounce the evil design which he had in view. '! He had little 
merit indeed 'in such renunciation, being now incapacitated for any 
such expedition. ‘ The duel he had in hand was quite Enough. for that 
day ; and he fought on, till, altogether overpowered by the huge appari- 
fnni, he was. dragged to some distance, where he was next morning 
touiul insensible by some passengers, and in that state carried back to 
his own home. 

Meanwhile Don Vasco, like a brave old cavalier, 'ktOod attending 
the arrival of his enemy at the appointed spot* He had no other 
occupation but tO gaze at the moon ; till having lobked and waited a 
reasonably long while, and never suspecting the kmdjbf obstacle that 
stood in liis rival’s way, he grew excessively impahehVand began to 
revile him for an impostor and a coward. Determined pot to put up 
with such treatment, he proceeded next morning to hi£ rival’s house, 
and found that lie. had just been brought thither in ik& sad plight we 
have already mentioned. He felt much hurt at t&f^dca of not having 
had an opportunity of proving his courage, ahd'Seturned home in 
no very good'bbnidur, “to await the period ^wheh^ltii ->lyal should be 
s u fiicient ly give him.&tjsfact^ - . 

Upon first to himselfif )tm. Pedr^s^fei^|c^ch surrounded 

by some of of the late 

accideny^£d by-w This, how- 
ever, his doctor » or 

his fathe^Igb^fbSsor.; both of one 

and thqjifiiW: I'Cv-.i ^ *"/-**'■ ' 

jjHH Ipoyt of her loVer^dfiasteir sobh came to the ears of Lady 
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Beatrice, and though unacquainted with the particular circumstances, 
she shed many tears, which proved how tenderly shc # was still attached 
to him. She had hardly need td plead ijlttess/ for she was indeed sick 
at heart, as an excu^fpr np^ttehd^S^"^- ^ ls > * nd confining 
herself altogether r tohert^ : $hoSp§ged for an oppor- 
tunity to assure Pott Pedro 1$W deeply , site j in his mis- 

fortunes, and how mjuch she suffered from the Seventy of&er husbands 
treatment, whose jcajou^y lcdl him to debar hpr lrom Utd'most Innocent 

enjoyments of life. , / / , . : 

By degrees her lover recovered from his late shock ; httd though at 
first he mU tided tb renounce the pursuit of lier, he nq sobner set eyes 
upon her first letter/ than all his former tenderness revfvedt In short, 
like a man who retires only a few steps back, in order to take a greater 
spring, Don Pedro resumed all his courage, bent on prosecuting the 
adventure to the last. At the same time, to satisfy his'bpnSCience, lie 
abandoned the design of the duel, confining his views tbfhe accom- 
plishment of a less fatal, but hardly less difficult kind of revenge. 

Beatrice, too, was fondly attached to him ; at the same time she was 
of noble birth •, and the preservation of her reputation was a matter of 
some moment. The manner of carrying on their correspondence 
called for the utmost care ; and such was Don PedroV persevering 
and impassioned earnestness, as to inspire her with. fears, lest the whole 
should come to the cars of her incensed husband. Ho could not even 
refrain from reciting some of his romantic love ditties under her 
window, in which he gave free vent to his hopes and fears. 

One evening, as he was thus employed, the figure ’of a man witli the 
speed of lightning. seemed to dart from one of the balconies over his 
head, soon followed by another; both of whom attacked Don Pedro 
with the greatest' fury. He defended himself valiantly, lilre one resolved 
to sell his life dOarty ; but he had, nevertheless, the worst of it ; and 
was on the point of falling under their swords, when luckily another 
man approached, and seeing how hard he was pressed, ‘drew, and put 
himself at his side.* ' # 

Upon this, the Otheys retired, or rather vanished with the same speed 
they had approached) insomuch that Don Vasco, for it was no other 
who had come to Pedro’s aid, remarked that they, must have sprung 
from the other yypjld/'. Don Vasco, as m^ch astpmshed as Don Pedro, 
inquired if he ’^eV^ hurt, and die latter in his confusion, replied that he 
was, and he hum . / VV/i;* 

Upon this, he w^aVsjlfe^firtb Don Vasco/ hbus^Jieither of them 
knowing the t fhj^,js{|ra|ige ^dvehfurb, ijcm Pedro 

found himself in' knew 

nothing of his btd$g% 'W<>Ti Vasco, 

regarding his compambri, / 

“ How is this ? Don FediheH do aright who ^hen, pray, 
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were your assailants? and where are the wounds of which you 
complained ? ” , 

" I know not ”.,was therepl/j " it is all like a dream. Down came 
both of them Ugc^lne trom the Jaal^pny,^ F thought ; and they truly 
seemed to dealjrne some instead of 

being mortally Wduhded, J hoVf^ had it not been 

for your timely aid, :T fya$ and doubtless 

must have died. ;l f, fioWfcy diV yoy have Only p&S£rved me to betray 
me into youfpwii hands, inthisybuir owh liouse^at iaast permit me to 
defend mysetf, pr pp&n your doors and let me%o 

“ From all tliat I $ee>* replied Don Vasco, "it behoves you, 4 think, 
Don Pedro, id looked yourself, and to mend you*; ways. For it is a 
true saying, jfiktfwhfcn men revenge not their own injuries, just heaven 
is on their side ; and to tell you my mind, I suspect that your assail- 
ants weremb men of this world. They vanished like smoke ; I saw it ; 
and thereforO if you fear not man, yet fear God. No one injured, as I 
conceive myself to be, can treat the, matter lightly ; so that it will be 
better for uS both, when you shall recover your presence pf mind after 
this accident, to refer the affair to our swords, and fix upon a place of 
meeting like Honourable men.” '< ? v t*' 

"I have , no wi§h, w - answered Don Pedro, "to Engage; you now, 
Captain ; fot ybu are my benefactor ; I cannot do it.* ;' 'v 

" Yet so it must be/' returned Vasco, " my honour' etfjoirts it : yes, 
Sir, I must Hack ‘you to pieces ; you will find you havealso to do with 
a man of this World as well as the other. What ! did you hot call me 
out? and do you shrink from receiving the punishmentdue to your 
temerity ? It cannot be. In proper time the meeting must and shall 
take place.'* \ ^ “ . ' ' ’ J; Vj V,. 

During tl>is JUalogue the parents of Beatrice;^ and it 

was agreed b^^ll parties that the adventure should bpt transpire, and 
Don Pedro "Be allowed to depart, upon the mere eptiditibn of never 
passing through the Street where Don VascoTiyed.; ;Dotf Pedro pledged 
his word; v^hetherin the intention of observing if or ftot, is another 
question, after which he returned thanks for . tft^t ^u^tesy, and took 
his leave.' - *' : ^ .V ; f ’ 

He walked;C<>the like a man . in a confounded and 

astonished. js he continued to the same kind 

of excitementh^M h^st^hge,^bunter with the 

terrible ^ouglit to kill 

him, lUUty * and imhurt. 

against with fate 

und his -^il tnA-njffes manner, he promised 
to renounce all idea befbvect IJe&ibe, and the more so as he 
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considered himself twice indebted for his life to his more fortunate 
rival. He began by dropping his correspondence with her, and day 
after day passed without ; Beatiijpe obtmmo&^he •least token of his 
former regard. She liad " had passed on 
that eventful night iifnd at length be- 
coming quite imp'atMt, :sHe><p^^ means the 

follow ing letter Ifirjf Js.jt pot rather 1 - £ urpri^hg^ tb^t who behold s 

the sword of heft^hjuc^^^ sW^nded^ head , 

yeffcars it npt, sliould^iav^tdremihd yovt, sji man oJfSp^rOved courage 
and resolution, of fealty tp her you professed to love* Tfeh£this change 
should^* owing tqfalse terror of mere shadows, viler fear 

of offending an old man, is still more strange, and little creditable to 
tJie character of a lover, whose professions taught her "W expect th.it 
his attachment would be proof even against spirits .Qf the air. My 
Pedro, I love you, or I would not say this ; oh; do oftotthen prove 
inconstant.; lie. true, as 1 am true, and ever wjB b6.!\ j ■■ 

What could Don Pedro now do was there any resisting such a 
letter as this, written too by the fair Beatrice ? No'; for though he long 
struggled, hfe gogd intentions and fine prom i scs wer^all. in yain. N o 
longer a rejp/hhtant sinner, he again fitted on hiscuirass, took his sword, 
and accompanied this time by two stout attendant^ hastened to- 
wards the street ofiiis- beloved. Her husband" was freim home on 
matters of business, and he could not have a more ferAmate oppor- 
tunity. He arrived beneath her window, it was opened,; and Beatrice 
appeared. ' She was in tears, and Don Pedro was touched at the sight. 
The quarrels of 'foyers, we are assured, tend only to ’ rivgf the. bonds of 
affection more closely, and so it was on this occasion, They renewed 
their vows .of fidelity, and even agreed upon a place' of^ipeefing for the 
following night, iq, order to accomplish the ultimate pf pledgi 1 1 g 
their immutafcldiafth, All Don Pedro's good ri$0}^iS 7 is^r^e put to 
flight; not aifhgle^idus thought remsiined; or^ifhe|^OUg]tit of heaven , 
he still flattpitld himself that he should find a time fof every thing, and 
that it could ricyer,be too. late to repent. Besi4es, the hear approach . 
of the long wish$\for arid dejicious prpspecti^ alluring 

to be resisted that night he returned hom/ ui auumult of pro- 
mised pleasure^ ft^puld nbw be Wor$£ than ,jbar barpus> , it would be 
base and desp^^^tp tec^^i and hfc could. his heart to 

doso roudt ^ ^ 

rope ladder 

hand drew it in moments 

Don Pedro found dearest 

on earth. Nor was it only tnis night witnessed their stolen joys ; 
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buch was the skill and caution with which they pursued their wicked 
intrigue, as to escape even the jealous eyes of the lady's guardians. 
One night, howevter, just as the rope Jadder Jiad been fixed, and the 
lover was abotit .to ascend intoihe^ appeared a huge 

giant, about i\\e eke[ of-Tour^m^ to dilate into still 

larger proportions asV 16ver. The appari- 

tion uttered some fearful anq : ; famentabie sounds; enough to strike 
terror to any heart but that of a lover's ac$ infatuated as Don Pedro. 

Spite of these portentous sighs, be sought tq scale the window ; but 
the horrible phantom opposed his. efforts, and he* was compelled to 
desist. He was glad to turn his steps homeward?, and had already 
reached about lialf way, when again plucking up Ids spirit, he began 
to revile himself for turning bis back upon any danger in the presence 
of the briglrtbbject of his love. Like a gallant-hearted lover, then, he 
turned back; but this time he had not reached her 'door before the 
same ligure rbse to view. After a few dismal howls and furious looks, 
it threatened to put an end to our hero upon the spot, if he dicl not 
instantly take’ him&elf off ; and this threat it followed up with such 
ierocious demonstrations of its intention, that the lover's courage quite 
failed him, and he sunk in a deadly swoon upon the gtbiind. There 
he lay till early the next morning, when the holy brethren of the parish, 
going to prepare for the administration of the .sacrament to a dying 
acquaintance, found him lying at full length just where the horrid 
phantom had left him the night before. Here lay his sword, there his 
pistols ; add next his hat, his cloak, and one of his boots, all scattered 
in such a manner as to show that their master had been roughly 
handled by some body or other. The good brethren lifted him gently 
up, and conveyed him to his own residence, where \ve shall for the 
present leave him to the care of his Spanish dbctor, and his father 
confessor^ who both of them found enough to do. ' 

Alas, the f incredible power of love ! Was impossible, after such 
manifestations^ the divine displeasure as these* that the infatuation 
of their hearts Should still hurry them bn ! Beatrice 'had beheld from 
her window the whole, adventure of. that fearful' night ; she saw the 
efforts of her Inver, and, alternate love and fekr' fb'ok^pssession of her 
breast. She Was awme that heaven was now/j^iuied, and finely 
believed in ^H^h^Lh^d previously happened} j^^^lpyer. What was 
she to do AbS bit the^B^^tho'ut abandon- 
ing the Beatrice," she 

cried, * portents, to 

separate',‘;‘tb:W|[ .hlm ! Oh, how 

shall 1 liffi % bjuS^jrekthat he can live 

without feelings, she 

sunk upon? ^ ' *' 

Alter the lapse of some dttyS Cob Vif co returned, and he soon heard 

r » 
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of the occurrence, that Don Pedro had been found, ns before, insen- 
sible in the public streets ; and what was worse, in the street he had 
promised to visit no more, ahd cl^Vvtp^ his own house. There arc 
never wanting k^JDpn Vasco's imagina- 

tion easily supplied**#)? |w ji^toid^little flattering 
to his honour and; bemade a rule 

that Donna Beatt&p shbuid il^yer m^ one except 

in his presence^ ^^ha’ngfd 4U$js as female, 

eveft to the duenna^ in sliort, . he turned the house ltbpsy^turvy, and 
took his own stationio.preserve its honour at hi$ wife’s chamber win- 
dows. JcK bad hoped, they would have b^en deterred’ hyhuge hob- 
goblins and phantpjOs,^ent'bn purpose to fright and; Reform them: 
b'it as these had' proved ineffectual, his faith in supertihiural duenna- 
ship was much shaken, and he determined to watch the' lovers with 
his own eye. But' if 'they had not been afraid even of ghosts, why 
should they be afraid of an old man? However, he .walk, resolved to 
keep them at a, distance, and do his best ; for Don Pedro had now 
recovered, and Beatrice was already contriving how to .write to him, 
and how to see him again. , J - ' r / 

This she found to be wholly impracticable, and the mote she per- 
sisted, the more cautious and severe did she find heV implacable and 
lynx-eyed husband. Such at length became his harshnessitnd oppres- 
sion, that,, incensed beyond measure, the lady resolved to regain her 
freedom at any price. Finding every resource. cut W~ 9 hi an evil mo- 
ment it suggested itself to hfer, to accomplish at ante tbfr object of her 
love and hate, by depriving her vexatious guardiap. of his existence. 
She contrived at last to communicate her design ;to her lover, and it 
was agreed upoS^ Mth equal eagerness by both parties^; *.;* . • " ' 

The Beatrice administered poison to ht&in ibis food ; 

but its* effect* did not wholly answer the expectatiojnsTpf the lovers. 
Don Vasco waf taken seriously ill ; he declared that bis inside was 
all on fire/anC he had wit enough to suspect He 
accordingly mqd^haste; to make his will, and. then tooffthe sacrament 
in the most^cdify&g^manner- ^ ‘ : 

Among other ,npbj^ ; ;fnends who called to inquire after his health, 
while he lay state, was our uhlttdlqf and abartdoned 

lover, who, thc^^i^jpg: escape - su^pi^lon r :cain^_ ri'. Jnvnnn with, the 
ciiicf magisttajfc£^ f ^eye^ Som^imi €£ <find no safer 

asylum than asked very 

tenderly as to ^ Pom- 

take care after I which 

you did not allow the .t]jfte V v r --V 

On sayihg this, thq sp^^pSra ^ttobd'their sym upotiDpn Pedro, 
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with an inquisitive look? for they had heard something oi his pro- 
ceedings, and they supposed Don Vasco to intimate that he was the 
author of his *dekth. In fact, his confusion , almost betrayed him ; 
but having high connexions, and nothing more being said, Don Vasco 
gave up -the ghost, though fee a ghost by no means 

agreeable to" Don Pedro. In the latter retired to 

his own house, WhdrO he pass^*iany'day$ ^bohysectuded from the 
world. ' \ ^ ' m 'y ; v ■&-/! ‘ V : ‘; 

Soon, however,: tempted ^by tfee Increased facilities now affo.dcd 
him, he resumed his visits to the guilty Beatricci/and for some time 
as before, he continued fo do so with inipunity, /■ * “ 4 

It was One night) about eleven of the clo$k, that Don Pedro was 
alarmed by a very unusual noise, as if the whole house were falling 
about his *£ars. It begaii by the clanging of chains, and continued 
little morethan half an hour ; and such was its effect upon Don Pedro, 
that he hastened to. call some of his domestics,to his assistance. 

As he whs going, however, the ghost of the injured Don Vasco 
stood in his way ; its.face presenting a perfect like^ss, and its arms 
outstfetched> :f as if to embrace him. It carried h large wax taper in 
one hand, and phusihg in a sorrowful attitude as it drew close to him, 
it said : u When this candle hath burnt to the socket, prepare to 
depart this As it pronounced these words, a terrible crash again 
shook the edifice to its foundations. Don Pedro shook still more, 
and it whs' with the utmost difficulty that he kept himself upon his 
legs. As if Was, he was seized with a violent illness which lasted 
many days, though he still attempted lo persuade himself that all he 
bad seen and heard was but the effect of his excited imagination. 

However this n)ay be, we must now leave him on his sick couch, 
and return to; inquire after the guilty partner qfhis crimes. Still 
more passionately attached than ever to the her regard, 

though she pbseryed an outward show of moufnm^fof the death of 
her deceased hu sbapd, she flattered herself thaf Sfee^should at length 
become indissolubly united' by the holiest ties to her heart’s idol. 
Surprised too that she had not seen him during the 'last few days, 
she made itfqui^, and was shpeked to learn that ; another adventure, 
similar tQ the former, had againbecurred. % Xt V- 1 . 

Being hqW/Ob^pietely her own mistress both her aged parents 
having one of her 

most her company, 

as she She 

then anuyi&t $x jjgft issuing from her 

own rooa* ^ on Vasco inter- 
cepted her u addressed her in the 

following ; Words : J f h<^kbajidohed woman, that, dead 
to all fh^rongs-an^ to' )?oaf;Owh refutations you are thus eager to 
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throw yoifr soul away, in spite of denunciations both human, and 
divine. Draw back and repent of your enormities while there is yet 
time ; for though dead, I .am still appointed your, guardian here and 
hereafter,” • / # 

After pronouncing jfyook with a 

tremendous noise f s ' mistress 
delayed her retui% senseless 

upon the floor. At first; he thought she ^s%€^ea^^nd i»lling 
othei* help, they laid. her updn her: couch, andsent for immediate 
advice, / ' 'V, "/ v^i - ■ 

Dreadful r.s such, bcfcurrences are* and fict itfous^ they, may seem, 
they are recounted |u$t as" they were handed down ip , the family 
annals. - ■ . " 

On recovering in some measure from her fearful trance, ‘Donna 
I Beatrice found that her feelings had undergone a, Complete -change. 
She resolved to eradicate from her|bosom the fatal passiOq that had 
led her to the very brink of destruction; and this good ^resolution 
was confirmed by, receiving a letter from Don Pedro, containing an 
account of his late sufferings, and deploring the apparent 1 impossibility 
of pursuing thoir. intended love, and becoming united to <$ch Other as 

they had hoped, ;V- , .. u V . 

Don Pedro^ np : his. part, was made acquainted vvitli what had 
happened to his.Beatrice, and was at the same time, informed that 
she intended .tq see him once more at his own house, and there take 
leave of him for, ever. The meeting accordingly took place ; and 
n ith mingled teafs of love and remorse, they tore , themselves from 
each other ; and Beatrice retired to a convent,; while Ppn Pedro, 
having confessed hi£ sins, and taken the holy sacrament, aff r the church 
required, resigned ^himself to his fate, awaiting the moment ^hen the 
celestial taper.; sboujd^be burnt down to th^ spctet^w|»^ he knew 
he must iostantl^e^pirc. . ; This event took placb .f^etJ^ptt;jthe same 
clay two months softer' the decease of Don Vascp, nqd §? ! the. same 
day and hour ^s^tfiqse. prij which ! the spirit. ^had^^qred \to Don 
Pedro, with the f^afivox taper in its hand* ' \ 
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ISIDRO DR ROB DES. 


Is a novelist whose name we find inserted in the Bibliotheca His - 
/>afta of Nicolas Antonio ; from which, however, we gather nothing, 
except that he wrote novels about the year 1666. Some specimens of 
these are to be .met with in the collection entitled , fi Select Novels by 
the Minor Spanish Authors,” 8 vols. 8vo., and froni this publication 
r is extracted the specimen we give of this author. Robles also 
published a volume of Novelas Morales , under the title of Varies 
prodigios de Amor , Love’s many Wonders ; but he attributed the 
work, from sdme whim, to different authors, whom he ^characterises 
as the best minor writers . It is remarkable, moreover, for containing 
live novels, each of. which displays the peculiar humour of the author 
and his age, by dispensing with the use of one of the five, vowels in 
each of the five tales. It at the same time served to show the 
lichncss and flexibility of the Castilian tongue, inasmuch as the 
reader is not aware of the slightest alteration or embarrassment in 
the style, not even discovering the absence of so necessary an 
ingredient to good composition. This is not indeed a splitary 
example^ of a ? similar experiment; the anonymous novel entitled 
Mcritos disponanpremi os, being written throughout with Tour vowels, 
A minus ; while at the end of one of the editions of the * Pevil upon 
Two Sticks” (Diablo Cojuelo), we remember to have, read another 
without the letter . P* 



THUS DI AMO® 'RING. 

*— . 

■ . I 

In the royal, and illustrious city of Madrid* there lived, no great 
while ago, three beautiful women ; — and what may be accounted still 
more rare; all three discreet and married ladies, altogether a pattern 
to their lovely sex. 

r lhe first, of these, was the partner for life, of a cashier to a rich 
Genoese merchant ; and his occupations were of so absorbing a • 
character; that he had no time to go homo and dine ou week days, 
nor even to pass his evenings at home. 

The second had for her spouse a painter of reputation, who, on the 
faith of hiS. brushes, had been engaged for more than a month pa-.i 
in decorating one of the most celebrated monasteries belonging to thi > 
most Christian and Catholic of courts. Journey-work like his, per- 
mitted him little more leisure than his distinguished contemporary, 
the foregoing cashier. The festivals and other holidays, which brought 
a truce to his labours, were only just enough to divert that most painful 
and atrabilious tendency, which the assiduous, though contemplate e 
nature of this occupation is apt to communicate to its professors. 

The third lady was subject to all the varieties of that awkward 
disteniper common to Spanish husbands upwards of fifty— namely, 
jealousy, that emptied her Pandora's box of plagues Upon her innocent 
head, wifhouta moment's cessation of her woes.' With the help of 
eternal ill . humour* the income of. two or three respectable houses, 
and his pOorj-hard striving wife, this elderly gentleman contrived to 
get overh^l&sfoe tours, and lead a decent kindpfindolent life. 

K ow the^^ireeJiadies happened to be intirtofefriiends, they having 
formerly altogether in the sa^ffceS^blishment ; and 

they yetH^«84wMsi^icts not other. Con- 

kind of good 

^ generaUy 

The,tedies were One* day assembled at the house of the jealous 
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man, listening to the history of his wife’s grievances, with aJl the 
petty persecutions to which she was condemned by his absurd sus- 
picions. He insisted upon accompanying her to mass, and seemed 
jealous of the very wind if, it blew the laco pt riband against her 
face; and such, in short^were in? v^xatious^roCeedings, that her 
friends had enough to do to cheer and'console' h’en ■ , - , 

On one occasion/ while thus engaged, their husbands happened to 
drop in, and they allagreedupon making Ah excursion together, upon 
the Approaching festival of St, Bias. On the eyeningof that day, the 
king was to proceed in state to visit our lady of Atocha, and they 
proposed ¥‘ J°* n tk e royal procession, after spending soWe hours in 
the fields and gardens in the neighbourhood. It was not, however, 
v.'i.hout some difficulty that Sefior Geloso was prevailed upon.tr> 
pnmit his wife to be of the part). 

The joyous morning came ; they arrived at the gala scene, and 
t>i U r partaking of an excellent dinner, a! fresco , the husbands went 
u> amuse themselves al their favourite game J of nine-pins, in an 
‘d joining meadow. It happened that, as the lady ofSerSor Geloso 
•* ■■ > resuming her history of domestic grievances, 'she cast her eyes 
ip.m a little* fountain of clear water, not feu* from the spot where 
nun: conversing; and the next moment, exclaimed, What is 
f h.u 1 bee in the water? how it sparkles, — do you see it rtherc?” “1 
do declare,” returned the wife of the Cashier, 14 it is,—- it must be a 
jewel, it so dazzles one’s eyes. Some court dame or otheirhas dropt 
it, as she has been walking by, during some gala $ay, like this.” 
Thu painter’s wife, meanwhile, had approached without saying a word, 
and snatching, it up, found it to be^ a diamond ring of gi$at value ; 
with which she returned in triumph to her companion^ A contest 
instantly took place, one declaring she had first seen it ; another, that 
she haa declared it was a jewel ; .and a third, that’ she had found it, 
aiul would keep it. Such was the spirit with which they kept up the 
controversy, that it must certainly have reached the eaysof their 
husbands, if the , painter’s wife had not shcwrtmorediscjretian than 
the others, and ihterfered. , “ My dear creatures,” she. exclaimed, “do 
stop your tongues a moment, and let us tfysdme* other.: plan of 
settling the affair f-fprih this way it will neyetjwfd/ .It is.^ther an 
awkward discovery i^for though so valuable, it% that there 

is no dividing Butwecan sell money 

it brings ; pnjfc -of 

it, or there bear 

the last of it. ^o^tt^p^-^jopunond be 

entrusted, until 

ourselves,— of J and 

I declare, if there is ' ^pjgxgjty ^4r$$iih his 

party ; let us call hin\ aside, and ahide by what he says.” “ I 
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know him,” replied the cashier’s wife, “ and I for one am colitent ; he 
loves justice, and I am convinced he will decide forme.*' u No, for 
me, I am convificed,” interrupted-4he ,, third lady, u if we can only 
escape the eye “Ofmy jealous the jSount is young, and 

that alone would dViv^hinvmadJ' \ _ 

While thus>'fen^ed,-'fhe Ws ^^jance ; and there was 

a general ru^h, in which " to see him come 
through the gate,^ the opportunity 
to catch tbeCounf* attehtlbnj and^thiey^ him aside. 'The 
important affairWs.;^ the diamond placed in his 

hands ; and they ail insisted upon having lu^vopinion to *vhom of 
right it belonged,^ ft;.. / . # / ^ « 

Now, the Cdnht'having wit at will, and beihj Something of a wag, 
at once replledy^^eally, ladies, you allow short time for judgment; 
and I suspect 1 should show very little, were I to attempt to decide 
against any qf the fair appellants in a case like this. But since you 
are pleased tp cbnhde in me, I am pleased to enjoin and decree as 
follows -; that -.whichsoever of you, within the space of the next six 
weeks, shallsucceed in playing off upon her husband the most clever 
and ingenious ^.trick (always having due regard to his ( honour), she 
shall po^sess'the diamond, and in the mean time it shall remain in my 
hands, ^ut l perc^ive the gentlemen coming this way, therefore each 
of you exert yoiir skill, and farewell.” All three congratulated them- 
selves upon this happy decision, confiding in her own ability to carry 
away theprfee. v ^ Their husbands now approached ; and the evening 
being far advanced, the party retired to their own homes* each lady 
by the way torturing her invention to hit upon Some - scheme, which 
she hoped wpiifd ensure her the* long wished for trmkef, for herself 
alone. ' -7 ■■ ‘ ' 

We shall 4rst : inform our readers of the immutable idea that 
occurred tdv^ht ^asfiierfs wife, in the executidtt^^tfch she exer- 
cised her utmost skill, to cause infinite annoyan^itp^ber husband's 
peace. * 'VV; " ' \0 

Thereliy^^ an astrologer; one pf^m^st celebrated 

c.\ 1 culatox^/of^feVit^s ever heard pf reported, 

that at o'h^^ni^K.hwjf)wttd attentions to t^j^|bfer!s^ wife ; and, in 

her presei^^^^j|^she bethought ; to him, to 

turn hi-s _ ;tp more 

kindness -tha.t she 

stood in heiil |ffrjioc'ent jest, well 

was .and twenty 

hours ; which, 

The star gazer; without, enquiring fntd: her motives, readily pro- 
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raised tofdo just as she pleased ; declaring, that it was exactly the 
same as predicted by his natal star. The lady next went to acquaint 
her husband’s friend?, stating Hp^ it: ^as , all goi up for a mere 
carnival jest, to beguile the?h<^dk^;’S^a?dii" with-. a little harmless 
mirth. . \ 

Accordingly, the: astirplo^^cintriy^i; C&shier as he 

returned home in the, eVehing^ Ahd thiq$ 'accbst^ him ;; it indeed 

you, my good frieh^? % shpuld- hardjy have kiiOwn. yrm^how very 
paid* and ill you look**/*; it must be with then,” 

replied the cashier; “i have beetrat it from mhtninf ^tilj pight, and I 
never fc^ tyvtter in .itiy life.”' * .. 

" Perhaps so,” replied the other, “ but your cojpplex|^t is the most 
deadly I ever saw. ^liVhat does your pulse say,l wondOr?” .. 

A little alarmed, ttiexashisr stretched forth his hdhdj ahd the man 
of horoscopes, with 'a still more serious and. sympathising look, ob- 
serve l ~ M My dear: Neighbour, had ray acquaintance /Wit#;. celestial 
influences been of. use only to forewarn you of your dangetr l should 
not regret the time and labour bestowed on the subject*/' My know- 
ledge, at least, enables me to be of some service to laf friend ; for 1 
should be no» friend to you, did I not hasten to infor^you of the 
imminent peril you rum I am sorry to say it— but pray l^e no time 
in disposing of your affairs, and what is more, ofprep'aHhg/fo depart 
in peace. I am bound to acquaint you, that before the s^he hour to- 
morrow, you will have exchanged this world for a bett<frV r ahd I trust 
tlierc is nothing" upon your conscience, in regards to' Keeping your 
accounts, or.hny other matter ; Tor, if so, the sooner, you put.it straight, 
and make out aft.exact account for another places the -better it. will be 
for your souk” */'' ^ ‘-W t‘*.& * 

Half terrified and .half in jest, his companion ifepBed-^“ Yet. should 
this prognostic^bf youVs, my friend, turn out lik^^thaf yott ventured 
upon the weatheirf^it jSea^On, j think T r ;iftay pi^^^hiyself b good 
many years ye# 1 - ' f- 1 * ■ ; * \ ' 1 ' * ‘ ^ V ; ‘ f ; h ’/ : 

“ Be it so,” b 3 tdatqi?ithe wily astrologer, “fern if. you be alive after 
this time t<vfnof^p|rir .Will venture you 1 may Jim have 

fulfilled the part pf (^Christian and a friend ; ^;i^}tef’ySit to: look to 
the rest. You l^ve/no; ea^e^at other 

world, for not to# 'thbfeh^§^^iyqjt''tann ot 

say 1 

give her pain, but in l|is T»V?e itfi Aapper* 
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rhis «lie soon prepared, well aware how he was likely tti) act, and 
having already concerted in what way to humour the stratagem. 

In fact he shewed little appetite j. and after a poor supper, he ex- 
pressed, a wish to, Retire tp rest' ; ; Obs&ving,liis dejection, the lady 

anxiously inmn^inhi,th^Oi(ti^iS^iKy»iie}ii he’ahswercd, that he 

iad merely had she need give 

crself-no Uneasiness Oft his^»%6nnt;1ii^eJso(^^rceived that he in 
vain tried tpcomp^hfisirel^ restless, he turned 

om side to Sl d|) ^,ile the wicked lady pretending to console 'Aim, 
secretly flattered-hereelf With tKe success.of fief plan. He rose earlier 
i n usual, looked ill.j: btft*proceeding 'to his business, dined -that day 
at his master’^ feeling, m. fee*,. too weak to retufli fepme. On his way, 
wei cr, •iJt; 4 J»!^Bvehing, he met the’ parish vtcar, accompanied by 
' ) - 1< T rl ? rs dnd oflier persons, all of whoxn had been instructed by the 


- oil 

indeed, r^li04 a friar, “for he died without taking the sacrament, 
, ] y ^hnsfian prdinance whatsoever. He was* found dead in his 

„ , i 1S ***4 such was his wife’s grief., that ^hc had very 

nearly accc^P^ied WA»- .. r * 

i *-V sald a ^ rot ^ el ? “ is, that he ,wais forew arned 

he lle onl >' ridiculed for.his paint?: However, 

, " 1 ? ~ *** example for unbelievinVfolks."- “The Lord 

h i h said a fourth » “ for his ^se is indeed pitiable ; 

C « ^ ll V a ^ rute / an d left not a raaravedi to any hpiy order.” 

Puthts widow has now a handsome fpriuiie ; ;.though go.tten 
y Ja me^s, ^;^i ;s^e rv€ * to grace her hext^ilptisik^ And perhaps 
some honest *dan f ■ But it ts vi^xold. and we 
had beft^^mr lf j t is useless to wasjt^n^^upoii the old 

ot a\ward ^Hd.unhapDV Luca More&^^n|df;Jie Stood spell- 

thpre were any 
lides, they gave 


amiuus 

Not a\woi3d ; ^c 
bound to the 
other ofcraj 
him no 
luckless 4 |f 1 
He eo " 
entering 
converi 


i.'fevou toTfepl^ ori| 



tiddeal with his 


the fol 
it was hi 
my fac«§ 
twenty hpi 
has so^n , . „ 
sceptics. Sfbw T 


fmlnd; and on 
I;the .astrologer 
tfoarer, he heard 
tone :* Well, 
rajhiost laughed in 
fttfim the four and 
„ . Matter now. As he 
■V*y* # * 1 cuun 'with these ignorant 

nl' venture, h# Wishes he hkd attended to what I said.” 
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The pair^er replied : 41 Would to heaven his sins may be Forgiven, for 
he will have much need of mercy* He was, I fear, a sad extravagant 
and abandoned man. Wha^ with sitting whole days counting over 
his thousands, and eating thought an apoplexy 

would be his end. I am Son hit . 

This was too much i and atpprSa^feihg witl® tnoitiudicrous ex- 
pression of face, i!jfe\ineaning of 

this ? Who pays me thefsp fhneraf honours dnri$&mf lt$s ? Or has 
sonKone been imposing uponnie, and dying 4 ii&tead of ine ? Be it 
so ; for I am very well, . thanks to God, and likely to, do welt. 9 

At thg so and of hi& voice, however, the speakers all -started off as if 
they had seen a ghost, crossing themselves, and but to each 

other, “ It is the spirit of Luca Moreno come to r&tore Sdthe of his-ili- 
gotten gains. Would it were again in purgatory, instekd: of coming to 
frighten poor Christians out of their wits.” v -«■ - 

More alarmed than ever, poor Moreno made the fyest of bis way 
home. As he approached it, he encountered his frahd: Geloso, who 
appeared to be coming from it, and he instantly approached him. But 
his friend as instantly started back, crying, “ Blessed spirits of purga- 
tory. v and mc^t devoutly -crossing himself as he rSifed^Jwhat do I 
see ? Is it some terrific phantom ? r or is it indeedh&y deceased 
friend?” “It is 1,/1-uca Moreno, and no other, v ’ replied the poor 
cashier ; “why are you afraid?” And saying this, het&oJf Getosoby 
the cloak, in order to prevent him running away like the rest. But the 
other struggled To get free, exclaiming, “Avaunt I ‘ thou, evil one! 
touch me npt l*’ why. come to haunt me thus ?, 1; owe you only six 
reals, which I IpSt^at nine-pins the other day. If yoiittkst have them, 
take and seli thi^cldak ^ at the same time imloosifigTl^ claap about 
his neek, “ and tfedevil give you gppd of it. / I w?int no dealings with 
men of fhe. otheV"w^rld,^' V ; v . ‘ v- 

He then raf%^yi leaving the cloak What 

could he think £ wbatbould he do ? For such surprise and 

confusion, thatrljie nearly; fainted kway, \ v “Ajks 1 ^ she at length 

cni/l « if- winet hp. ' nnVfiiAV lie. and. tvvo wAv lW ; hiirt pvpr v 


perhaps died, and/ 




j udgment, and 
self drest just 
or have 1 died 
am ‘I, I wonder 
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friends seem terrified when they behold me ; and there c$n be no 
doubt but I have died. Still how odd it is that I should never have 
felt any of the paifgs of death. They say they are hard to bear ; but 
I am sure I found ho sort of difficulty about Then how strange 
that only my own acquaintance. avoid. but perhaps others 
are not yet informed respe^iihg ^py Sieqease j, otherwise one might 
think it were some trick, they^er^ paying mew” <■' v 

In this confusion pf fits feepteesi cm hero arrived at his 

own house ; and finding aU'sfet .gp^J^ and long before 

the servant mat4 iathC tpthOd^ the conspiracy, 

and in alow and thburhfut tone she, inquired, **?Who is it ?-j for you 
cannot come 'inVini^inaster is just dead.” 

“ The Lqrd &ve n^rcy\upon us " ejaculated poor Moreno, “ why, 
Casilda, it is% ydur old master-open tlie dobr/jfray ** 

“ Who cails at this hour ? it is the house of a poor widow lady ; we 
are all in gnef for the loss of our master ; who copies to disturb the 
house at stfeht an hour ? " 

“ Hold your tqftgue, you hussey, and let me in. I am your master. 
Don’t you know the? don’t you hear it raining and blowing?— I can 

bear it no Iqjjg^rX; *; * * 

“ Would tbiGqd it were indeed my master replied the girl, 11 but 
that is inmossible j^l fear he is counting cash iii another country 
he little lifo^ wB^re he must make out a fair account, and prompt 
payment, insteacHof long bills. Heaven have mercy bn him, poor 
soul ! ,J 


Dead or aUV^,;this specimen of menial vituperation threw our hero 
into a great tage f and he began to batter the door ii^ so forcible a 
style, that ifcspfcedily gave way, and in walked the ipa$tefof the house. 
The servant tdok fir her heels, crying put, like the biters he had met, 

nc IrtlH't fifl ' ?' *riiia WvAH/»Vi 4 It.n 4 A - ‘Ik ««• 


weeds. Nb sbOtt^liad sheset; eyes upon he^huBbhnd, than with a 

HIaII {.amAaIIT ..taka. J nr. in n 


nearly he was no 


his powejr^^^^^p 

uvfinda 

has &&&&#' 

sceptics. Now-sftch as 
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He founcfa second life by no means so intolerable as he had at first 
expected ; could he always continue, he thought, to regale himself ns 
he had done that evening. ' • ? • 

Determined too, if possible, to drown- the horrid fears that had 
gotten possession of him, 4ie or two of his 

choicest wine, which so far "strengthened his Keatf,that he persevered 
until he had fairly recplk^ions,of his late dilemma, in the joys 

of pure noyeau. THe tlien^ ks ^ell as he could^fbund his way to his 
bed'room, and once shore buried: his cares . in i deep and long sleep, 
only chequered a little with dreams of the most confused and comical 
kind. £11 Dantes poem, except the Paradise, ran riot, through his 
head, and he could hq longer' complain of having ; visited no other 
world except his QVAj for many times was lie alive, de&d and buried, 
and alive again during that single night. * ' . 

Meanwhile his friends had assembled at his house, to learn from the 
servant everything that had passed. They were Infornild in what an 
unghostly kind of manner he had sacked the provisions^ and paid his 
respects, in repeated libations, to the Bacchanalian god* ; 

Next morning, perceiving that he wa§ still asleep, the lady rose ami 
arrayed licr serif in her best attire. She removed every. indication of 
mourning from the room, decorated the apartments as if for a, festival, 
and returning to her husband's chamber, proceeded to rouse him in no 
very gentle style, giving him a few sharp pinches and twitches of the 
nose, exclaiming in the kindest tone, “Waken, my dear 1 — how heavy 
you are to sleep— 'how long y6U lie abed this morning. Come, awake, 
my dear,” and" again she gave him a more painful pull by the nose. 
After a few heavy groans and yawns, the persecuted cashier began to 
recover his recollection* and opening his eyes with some difficulty, he 
beheld his wife standing at his bedside wiih the utmost comj>o?urc, no 
longer efrest th|ier%i(lpw , s weeds. “How is this Pplq^ia ^ n was his 
first inquiry ; ^frhere etoybu come from ?, • ; Are then. as well 

as myself? HaVe;ydu Tallowed, to show the love yott bore me in the 
other world ; ahdaii fre t o be married over aga#t here? 1 ' ; What did 
you die of, aye ! |nd what did I die of for as-4teaven- is my judge,— 
if we are allowed' swbar here, at all,^ I t died, nor 

when I got to heaybn^if we are indeed there, there $re rooms, 
and places like Tmt jyitb^ plenty ot'vvme'^nd meat, 

for yesterday, I-lreall^^ho^lht much 

amiss for one it was 

“And a fine" gOo^TitlS^ 

replied his wife Mjr^&ce and 

arms where she had' sort of 

nonsense is all this yod S*e timtig yodhe^tnei tyto rise 

and go to your busipess any more? I; -have tTVice £ent to your 
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master, the Genoese, and I wish he would come and deal wi'li you as 
you deserve.” 

“ Am I not dead then? - Was I not, interred only yesterday ? ” in- 
quired the bewildered man*;_ .» v • • ^ 

“ I know of no burial,” replied' his^Wlfe, * except that you buried 
some of.our best wideband the greater part of the"' dainties prepared 
for the carnival, a beast as you are^ V 7 
“ Don't be aa^y, my 'd^, thohg^ l acknow^dgc I paid thejast 
funeral honours to sotneygoodwlpe,; At tbp $aine time, you must 
admit the truth, of,, what the. vicar said the Ihourhful countenances 
of our friends,—the house -shut up,— -the servant terrified o tre of her 
wits ; and ydu^.yourself, my.dear, faintihg avvay^n Jmy arms, all drest 
in deep mourning.” Cease/ replied his wife,.“;this ridiculous non- 
sense, or I^ill ittyself go and bring your master the Genoese.” 

“And are they too here,— there must be very poor hopes for my 
soul, if such grand people and usurers like him, come to inhabit the 
same place*" ... * ' ’ 

“ You are drunk, you are noad, to talk such stuff as this. Get up 
directly, and go to your business like a man.” 

“ I tell you, woman, it is not fiVe-and-twenty hours since I died. I 
know not ho^ldng ago I was buried, and yet you "will have me get up 
and go abofkt jny business as usual. No, no ! go you and ask all our 
friends and acquaintance, from the old astronomer to our servant girl, 
who saw you in your widow’s weeds yesterday, whether l am not dead 
and buried to all intents and purposes. As it strikes me too, you are 
dead likewise, and that is the reason I now see you in white, instead of 
being in mourning as before. Perhaps you are an angel, only you 
might be a little more good tempered if you were?' »'* 

“ Well," replied the lady* “ your head must be turned, .with a 
vengeance* yqu^ent to rest last nightwith^ and what 

do you foean- by- ^ this /nonsense of. dying, burying, and being in 
heaven, when you ji*e in your own house.,; But giunlda ! quick ! run 
for the doctor j our friend the astrologer 1 mean^ithout delay ; he will 
be able to inf^m ^S what has happened to n^ppyr husband ; I fear 
he can have been nvbb good company, for tl«y^yer turned his brain.” 

More poor to determine 

if he were' ^alL^eai or. alive 1; ^‘{.it^Wui' impossible to dispossess 
him return in order 

the lady* his mind by 
too close take care, and 

the poiiqe'Cftfh^ 40 ’ fee ar t# Jrt&achance of being 

placed in ofa comfortable house of 

hts own. 
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; If thft be so/’ replied the poor man, "and I am not really dead, 
why did you threaten me yesterday with all those horrible prognostics 
of my speedy death,” "You saw me yesterday*! w exclaimed the 
astrologer ; “ impossible ! . I was absorbed ifflhy studies, and never 
left my house during ihe'jillklS of t^ d^ feusily : calculating the 
chances of discovering, the = purloinefs of a 'ritjh diamond jewel.*’ 
“ And I,” declared the painter, * I can protest , t never left the monas- 
tery where I am now pnipl^ojed, during the whole of the day” All 
the^unlucky cashiers friends rep^ajed tSbe same thingi a nd then said, 
11 It is very strange, for' I thought I saw my friend the astrologer ; and 
he remarked uponjny complexion, my hortftte deadly looks, and 
prognosticated my death within four, and twenty hours/ 1 

“ That,” replied the astrologer, " must have beat adream ; recollect 
yourself, Senor Moreno, and pray do not attribute auy sUch absurdities 
to me,” " Oh, then,?- exclaimed the cashier, in a joyfiil t6ne, *11 dare say 
iL was a dream. Only convince me of that, and I will cheprfUlIy bear 
the whole burden of the feast, and song, and wine to boot, on next 
Shrove Tuesday.” ' *, 

“ Now you begin to recover your senses, we can. 'understand you,” 
said the astrologer ; "and we willingly accept your proposal ; and I 
can assure you, there is^not a doubt that it was all a dream* We will 
go and take a pleasant walk, and thcri hear mass,— thefiresh air will 
do you good, . The effect of imagination, more particularly in dreams, 
is a very wonderful thing.” . , ' 

The now happy patient did as he was desired, and in the course of 
their walk they met {he vicar and his companions, who all expressed 
the utmost astonishtnent when he asserted the strange delusion he had 
undergone ; insdmuch that he agreed with them all it cpufd only have 

been a dream. ‘ 

Accordingly,, he handsomely .redeemed, hjs proini^ of giving all his 
friends a dinner^' b^^ehtate his perfect reccW^ftpin the dream, 
and he movedyefcphfsuned leave of absence/J^m^h^ ^aster for a 
fortnight, by whic^ he escaped the raillery^ of his ac- 
quaintance, Qtqd'&ipiy*: how- 
ever, were ca^^/^^jtp^reyeaj; the sftafe in . it to the 

principal, and to ^he last diy of his, life he^onn^ugd in the firm 
persuasion, tha^ .30bO|65i|^ tyf jWiirred to 
him in the all- 

diamond ring, of the 

painter, however^ not a 

little encouraged to 

selves. For this purpose she concetted a plan with a brother of hers. 
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who happened to possess a fine genius for amusing himself at other 
people's expense. In the first place, they contrived to have a false 
door made at the entrance of her house, on such a plan (then fre- 
quently adopted), that it might easily be substituted for- the real 
entrance, even at a short notice; It was brought thither secretly one 
night, and concealed in a cellar, while the brother and two friends lay 
ready to carry on the intended plotm an upper chamber of the house. 
In about two hours, after jeve^ything had been arranged, the painter 
returned home from the monastery for the evening 5 having left? his 
apprentices to grind colour steady for the' ensuing day, for he had 
entered into an agreement to have the entire painting completed for 
exhibition on the ep suing JEaster day. In short, -he had no time to 
lose. His wife, Maria, received him that evening with more than her 
usual kindness, and having supped, they early retired to rest, in order 
that the painter might resume his task early the following morning. 
He slept till about midnight very soundly, when he was suddenly 
awakened by the screams of his wife, who had never closed her eyes, 
having her head full of the most mischievous projects she could de- 
vise. “ Heaven have mercy upon me,” she cried, “for I think’my 
last hour is come ; 1 feel just as if I was at my last gasp. Do, my 
dear, get up directly, and go for my confessor, fof 1 shall , not last 
long.” V ’ ' / 

Her husband, only half awake, inquired what was the matter ; and 
fell asleep 'again before he heard the answer. But in vain, for she 
soon roused' him with more piteous ejaculations than before, insisting 
on his instantly dressing himself, and going to find the holy man. 
Her repeated cries soon brought her niece to her bedside. Being well 
schooled in her part, she added her lamentations to those of her aunt, 
pretended jjj> apply warm flannels, mulled soiino delicious wine with 
rich spices,' and adopted all the most approved tpethods for restoring 
suspended atfima$ioh bn these occasions/ Still insisted upon 

her husband fetching a confessor ; which he at lfength attempted to do 
with a very ill grace, muttering that it Wafall pwihg to her eating too 
much salad with strbfig 3 vinegar for supper, ah# that he had said 
enough about" it at the tnifo. What between f^fiectingupon her folly, 
looking for* 4 u^ of highest day’s task, the 

afflicted husb^d 4 ^ :tehdy to 'hapg hT&e]fr^^ the answer he 

obtained timVvto reproach me for 

what do not wish 

to see me called my con- 
fessor, run wmlw’ Joan, for she knows 

my constlttttife to relieve this 

racking pain. yS^ wflir go as far as the 

undertaker’s, and give yodt ord&rsi for i a” dead woman.” “ But, 
my dear,’’ replied the afflicted painter, " recoflect where the nurse 
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lives. Sit is gone to live at the Fucncarral Gate, about three leagues 
off ; it is*a cold rainy night, and even if I get safe, it is ten to one 
whether she will like to get up and come out on such ft night as this. 1 
will go for yoii to the chemist's, arvd bring you that fine remedy which di» 
you so much good before j and in hea^en?sname;t|y to compose your- 
self ; for really whilevybu are in this state, I dare not think of leaving 
you to go half so for as the old nurseVhousc. 1 * Besides, it would be all 
in vain ; and I would not leave you for the world* Jt would be the 
death of me, as well as you ; I should never get back alive. No, 1 
cannot leave you ; ask me anything but that. " 

These words brought a fresh storm* of lamentations. li Blessed 
heaven,* she exclaimed, “ only to think what a helpmate thou hast 
given me. What mighty favours do I ask? Did I ask. to take tjiy 
life, or to squander tliy whole property, you could not make more fuss. 
Jiibt to fetch my old nurse, and soil a pair of shoes, is no such gieat 
sacrifice, 1 should think. But 1 'have long Sijspected you wanted to 
lead a second woman to the altar ; and this conduct convinces me l 
was right. Get to bed with you, and sleep and snore to your heart s 
content ; but if l die, 1 will swear to my last breath that. yp u n “xed 
poison in salad. Yes, you did, you wretch, ahd-your present 
beluu iour proves it.” \v..: ; 

“ Woman, woman !* replied the indignant painter, u set a rein upon 
that tongue ; for if you rail at me much longer, it is likely that 1 shall, 
at least, remove the pain out of your stomach to your shoulders, by 
means of a good strong stick.” “ Beat my aunt, you wretch, would 
you,” interrupted the niece ; “ the Lord requite you for your pains ; but 
1 will first scratch my ten commandments in yo|ir cheeks ; and tear 
out both your eyes, — yes, 1 would.” These vjords increased the 
painter’s ire to suchra degree, that ho was about to take summary ven- 
geance, *vlien the giriran off, and his wife ^ renewed htt screams, 
declaring that sHerhad been poisoned > and wished jib take the sacra- 
ment before she died*- * Alarmed at the Violence pffiis wife, and tearful 
that if she really should die with such accusations' in her mouth, it 
would go hard with himself, he now did ailan his ppwhrtb appease 
her. He promised; to: go, and taking a lanthorn,.^ hoots and cloak, 
he sallied into the$tf£efo in search of the. nur$e;and before he had 
got fifty yards . from bginej found himself wet to thejskin# 

The sole direction}!}# hai TO#, that nurse, J{^|i ^C 5 |dcdsome where 
in Fuencarrai; but should, 

meet a single soul ^ himself, 

and cursing his 

the temper of his, was . 10 

finding the place.; . of time 

to return, and inquire iotothes^ • , 

Having watched her card sposo * clea K cfJT the premises, she hastened 
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lo cull her brother and his companions, who soon renun ed t|e ancient 
doorway, and placed the new one in iLs stead, with its bolts, locks 
and hinges, all previously prepared. In short, it worked beautifully on 
its hinges ; and they next, hoisted above it a public sign-board, with 
the motto of u House- of Public 'Ent&rtainmmi.” 

This done* a party Of friends* ali i ^readiness, were' i nvited with their 
wives and children ; a grjand treat was, prepared, and a band of musi- 
cians with all kinds of instruments to celebrate the exploit of the poor 
painter, who had not yet succeeded in discovering the nurse's abode : 
all he had effected was to knock: at wrong doors, and rouse the peace- 
able inhabitants fronri their slumber. . v 

At length, he seen exploring his way back’ to his own house, 
knee-deep in nnkV&ntF toad with vexation and fatigue. As he drew 
near, the sound of mirth and revelry struck on his ear ; and to his 
infinite astonishment, appeared to come from his dwelling. F.\ 
Iromcly perplexed, he now approached the door, and holding up his 
lantern to ascertain the spot, he saw the public sign over the door, and 
found that the music' Issued from a new inn. I low odd ho had never 
fecn it before ; ana where was his own house ; for ho felt convinced 
that he had left it somewhere near that spot. On lie began to 
examine liis, neighbours’ houses with great caution, till at length, more 
puzzled that* ever, he exclaimed ; “ »h>od God ! not many hours ago 1 
loft home ; this very p) ice, if I mistake not, and my wife was then more 
dead than ;ilive. I find my lioiglil ours’ houses just as they were ; tins 
is the street, the place, and the Ivm .e, only it is not mine, it cannot be 
mine. Besides, there were onh my wife, her niece, and myself, 
and all the town seem to be gathered together here, singing and 
dancing as if they were uv.cl. Am I asleep or awake ? for I am sure, there 
was never an inn before m this street. But here ft is, however it came 
here, for these arc none of iny old doors that were near tumblihg about 
my ears. No, wonder if I were intoxicated, and could not see ; but I 
am drenched, with water to the skin, enough to sober Bacchus himself/' 
ife then. rubbed. His eyes,. and shook himself again and again ; ap- 
plied his ear, to. the door, and started back as fresh peals of music 
burst upem/his bewildered senses. At length it. struck him that the 
whole mnsC'bjS some horrible enchantment ; -ahd- he trembled in his 
shoes ns he ig&ied the .fearful si^n above hisj^ad. No longer able 

to support -thi^ the knocker 

and g&ve ja^las* ^that-xh^a^^half f he neighbourhood, 

followed by i^the. windows to learn 

the cause the night. Among 

these appeareda/h^^^ ; doubtless that 

of the ostler At the same 

tone a voicewas Hdara 'your business; how 

dare you^make such a clamour j'tjftfcre is no room here, and if you do 



*i »! take i'ourself off, -a good horsewhip will help you ; —to think of dis- 
turbing lionest people at this time of night.” 

‘ { It is my own house ! let me in,” cried the painty. ** Off with you, 
•n* 1 will fling something on your head you will hardly like.” 

The unhappy man, however, persi&ed/andift : a few minutes the 
door opened, and oat rushed two dogs and a stoat follow, and all of 
them fell upon himat a time. “You villain,” cried the^efcvant, “how 
dare you make such a riot here at this time of night? Bid I not inform 
\ ou ’ there was no room?* 1 ' “But; nty good, felLotv, this is my own 
house ; it has been in my family from time immemorial } and how it 
h is been converted into an inn is what, I can no way divine.” 41 Who 
are you ? r inquired the man. “ Diego de Morales ' and this mansion 
Ins belonged to the Morales', time out of mind. Taiwan artist of 
reputation, and master of this house during more tlian twenty) ears. 
My wife’s name is Maria Morales; unless, indeed, she. have turned 
hostess within these few hours. Perhaps you can inform me what is the 
meaning of all this.” ■ - 

“The meaning is/’ replied the man, “ that more thap.six years ago 
the hostess of this place came hither, and has ever since been enter - 
mining more than half the strangers in Madrid. My master's name is 
: clro Carrasio ; his wife’s, Maria Molino ; and I am their head waiter. 

1 U.ive lo request, therefore, that you will depart without delay, before 
1 have recourse to harsher measures.” Saving which, he shut ihe door 
m the painter’s face. His case w.ufnow pi liable ; and he had no alter- 
native but to turn round, and make the host of his way through the 
miry streets till he came to the house of honor Geloso, about three 
o’clock in the morning. Again he knocked with all his might ; his 
friend threw up the window, and seeing who it was, hastened down 
and opened the door. He believed some dreadful calamity must have 
befallen'him ; but on hearing the explanation, he decided that it could 
be nothing but frolic, the consequence of ; Ms good Cyprus or 

St. Martin’s wine, to which he was known to be somewhat addicted. 
However, he took him into the house, assisted him to take off his wet 
clothes, and gave him what he lay most in needfof— a gdod comfort- 
able bed. ‘ ‘ y* ' , S'* . \ 

No sooner did his \vife perceivo that the popr p^inter fead quilted 
the field in despair, than $he&a$t£&ed to restored to 

its former appearance. The v Sig^bpitd tfte old door 

replaced apon its hostess her- 
self, completely fatigu^Wj^ * dancing, 

besides the laughter; w tmoush to 
get a little more rest V? :>'£?-* > ' 

Early next morning ffo* td l%#rk IrmiSe, attended 

by Senor Geloso, who of the truth 

of the story. When he found everything exactly in its former situation, 

- c a 2 

• . t 
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lie began to tax him with wishing to play off a trick upon 1, im ; ancl 
the painter was little less surprised on his part, when he Witnessed 
such a complete metamorphosis in the appearance of everything from 
what it was the night before. The unfortunate husband protested, on 
the faith of a Christian, that some horrid necromancy had been prac- 
tised upon him by some vile Jew or heretic; in ordqj: to drive liim out 
of liis senses. Upon knocking at ;,tfte door, it was opened by the 
niece, who appeared half asleep, quite in dishabille, and in a night- 
cap. \ t , . . 

“ Gracious heavens, is tliat ;you, uncle ? ” she cried ; “ you have be- 
haved in a very pretty manner,' truly* You deserted the bedside of 
your dying wife, and now return at ten in the morning just as uncon- 
cerned as if nothing had happened.” , ' -■ , 

“ Bridget, my dear” replied the painter, “if you only knew the suf- 
ferings I have undergone since I left this place last night, you would 
pity instead of reviling me.” 

“Oh! you wretch ! ” exclaimed his wife, hastening towards them, 
h yeu are a kind husband .and an excellent messenger ; are you not ? 
Where have you been keeping company the whole of last night ? You 
brought the confessor and the nurse, did you not? So you did not 
venture td face your injured wife alone ; you have brought a friend to 
intercede for you. But it shall avail you nothing; for I will insist 
upon a separation from such a cruel-hearted wretch '-as you are. No 
more husbands for me! I have no further inclination to have my 
supper sprinkled with poison. No, sir, I know* you well : a bill of 
divoice is the sole chance that is now left for me.” 

“ Be pacified, good lady,” observed Sefior ,Geloso ;"“for my friend 
here meant to commit no offence. There' Ms been; some horrible 
witchcraft at work, not to make you love, but to divide 'your affections, 
as it appears.” * * U. 

“ Yes 1 ” added c the husband,.. “she listen to the 

chapter of Wcideht$ ; afid calamities that befeff’ lSe this last horrible 
night.” ‘ v" ' 

lie then entered^ upon his defence, giving a description of what had 
passed at his' hou^^wlueh, had only f the;eft^^rdf throwing his wife 
into a still greater j^^ “ must your friend 

here think of us^j^cS'dbi^S as th ese^ 1 mdeeo£i$£ any lion e s t woman's 
house. But it* J ^ ' Kje ‘knows it. Our 

house an j I should like to 

southern Were my sighs and 

groans; spoonful of 

hartshorn./- But ’ Jdir - t'O ^ die, as I doubt not 
he intended;. and lie looks thus 

unhappy -because ^ ? . 

“In- thenanie of alt the Saints, ipy dear^ cried the poor painter, 
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* ! cease torture me thus ; I cannot bear it, both by day and night* 
tty St. Jerome, I have only spoken the truth ; for the devil and all his 
imps were celebrating their orgies here the last nij#lit. Do, my dear, 
consent to leave this house ; better take up cu?, lodging in the street, 
than have to entertain* such gbests/ / 

‘•Yes, uncled observed Miss .Bridget,' “ I have been haunted all 
night long, and I "am pinched all over black and blue; by these imps 
and witches/ \ 

“’Lord, niece l” interrupted her aunt in a pretended fright, “ why did 
you not tell me that before?^;/ 1 Why, because 1 thought you would 
not believe me, aunt, and then ! was afraid 6f hutting the reputation 
of the house/ , / . ,■ ' ‘ \ / • 

“Then, I think," said Sehor Geloso, “ we had better say no more 
about it. You are all sale ; and though you have been bedevilled for 
-one night or so, it will be easy to have the house ^exorcised. Let the 
bad spirits be laid ; and meanwhile we can all spend a merry Easter 
together." ' . * ' 

The lady now expressed her willingness to make the matter up, after 
giving her husband a sharp lesson on his evil ways and practices, that 
had doubtless encouraged the devil to come and take possession, and 
invert his house’ into a tavern. The pranks he had befen played 
were only a proper punishment for his sins, and he had now had lair 
warning. The unlucky painter took all this advice in good part, and 
promised compliance with everything she chose to exact from him ; 
insomuch that JDpnna Maria believed it to be morally impossible that 
either of her rivals coiiid more effectually succeed in imposing upon 
the credulity of th&tespective husbands. She consequently flattered 
herself with the speedy: possession of the prize, for which they were all 
three thus laudably, contending, to the infinite perplexity and annoyance 
of their unluckyljel^h^te^.- .v,V V;.;.*,/ „ • ' 

Now at lengttiiaihu" the tUJ^ of the ladyrdf Cfdoso, and she 

had a long score pf. miseries and vexations tp pay oi^ on account of 
his foolish jealptjs^ Though last not lc^St^ m shrewdness, and 
keen desire of tev’enge ancl triumph^ task with a 

gay and courageoti|%p^ of h£r rivals, and 

which gave her .Luckily, too, her 

was, moreover, - altogether 

unknown to rece b'ed 

temper, and the more than 

once, indeed, altered his 

manners ; and would" - ft not' been for the 
scandal it might bring upoh W " / 

Finding that all rmonstrahce&had hitherto proved ineffectual, or 
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rather tended to exasperate his jealous temper, the good manlj 4 , pitying 
her case, declared his willingness to join in any plan for bringing the 
old gentleman to his senses. Besides, he could no longer tolerate the 
harsh treatment of Setlor Geloso towaids a beloved sister, whose con- 
tinual sighs and tears were enough tojraove .a much harder heart than 
the good priest's to sentiments of compassion,. We shall proceed to 
detail the plan adopted, to carry the intended reformation into complete 
effect. . , \ • 

Returning to the convent, the prior assembled his holy brethren, ex- 
plaining the whole spirits of the case, and referring it to their judgment. 
It was unanimously agreed, that in so charitable an undertaking as the 
correction of a baddihsband, almost any means were justifiable. Being 
thus sanctioned, the prior sent his sister a present of a certain medi- 
cine, the effect of which was tp give the patient a good sound slumber 
during many hours;. The lady received it with infinite delight ; and 
after supper, she took care to mix it in a large glass of wine, which 
her husband drank. * She had the pleasure of seeing him drop asleep 
in his chair, even before they* had time to remove the supper things. 
Had they not expected such a result, they would infallibly have pro- 
nounced him to be dead, and have sent for an undertaker, ^and had him 
buried without more delay. They put him to bed, and then sent to 
inform thd prior, who, attended by two lay brothers, instantly came to 
the "spot. Proceeding to the chamber, the prior ordered one of his 
attendants to bfcgin, who, taking out a razor and a huge pair of scis- 
sors, began to cut and shave till lie was prepared to be equipped in the 
monastic tonsure, altogether presenting a new spectacle to the eyes oi 
his friends. Arrayed in cowl and frock, like one of the brothers of St. 
Francis, they carried him neck and beds, andlaid hihfi in some straw 
at the bottom of a vehicle prepared for the purpose, ' ' 

It stopped at the convent, aftd Senbr Gelosp was conveyed to one of 
the penitential edfe^feereche was placed upon <hat;dwooden couch, 
with the ensigns dfhi$ new profession placed bear him, and a light 
burning upon' the table lest be should T^cgy^fAn wteifc absence from 
the effects of hid sc^ti v% jpption, and awakein ^sudden fright. 

It operated; ^howt^, during" the upon the uncon- 
scious norit^; wbp-^nWnue^^hisi jfcl! ier midnight, when 

the bells, as !S;US&|j| ■ .One of the friars 
then tools: Cx* 41. feindL of square 

instrument^&I^I^ fumble noise when 

No than leap- 

ing up in acirigh^i§w r '^twc!^£ 'iff. immtlf ^ t qf his wife in his 
own house, he e^e'^^^d^rwhat in the name of 

all the sruhts & that ?-• w^ftfr;lfawse going to tumble 

about our ears ? Is it thunder -is itdberascMy or is it the devil 
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in a gal| of wind ? ; ' As he thus said he looked about for his wife, bui 
she was not there ; she spoke not, and a suspicion now first arose that 
she had deserted him. “What.!” he.exclaimed iti a rage ! “left her 
couch at this time of night Vile adulteress I I dare say she has let 
her wretched paramour £ain admittance throughthe top of the house. 
Stop a little, and I will be amply revfcpgedv Bring" m£ my clothes this 
very instant, and ihy sword ; ntyhoftour is at issueihihts affair.” He 
next began to feel for his clothes, and first set hands upon the friar's 
habit at his side. But what was his Surprise when he found himself 
in a small square cell, without knowing how he. got there ! and in 
trying Vn open the dopr he knocked down a skulloYerhis head, which 
coming into contact with his 'own, was by ad means calculated to 
improve his good temper, though it tended rather tocoei his jealousy. 
Considering it top a bad 6bten, he looked "eagerly about him to ascer- 
tain by what way he could have entered, how he was te get out, and 
what was the real situation of the place; By! help of his taper he at 
length found lie was in the midst of a vast dormitory, extending far 
and wide on bothsidcs ,* and .rubbing his temples, yet aching with the 
effect of his encounter with another skull, he exclaimed with a most 
puzzled lool^: “ Heaven defend us ! what ite ill. this? Did I not 
retire to my own chamber, after eating sapper /at' my. own house? 
And how came I. by* this habit 5 a hood and cowl tdo ais I hope to be 
saved ! What .will- become of me ;^am I in the hospital— in a monas- 
tery— or where ati Ji. \Vhat if my jealousy bath driven me road* and 
1 have been ^conveyed hither by my relations to end’ mV days in 
lied lam, for suelMt seems to be. This room is little better than a 


strait waistcoat- itjs certasinly more like a gaol than a hospital. And 
now 1 think of it, onlyyesterday, as it sterns,’ taUdng Very wildly 
about my honour ihrjfaict, 1 mkyperhapa have been for the last 
three > # earsund<^ ^ hsm&Tin this h$*$tail for/fools. Then 

this must be ti&e \ no longer 

labour under &£ ftofyi&imd by the 

*■ hie of my wife^^t^pnff?:th^d lunatics are accus- 
tomed to be like 


As he was 

monks, walked 
the visitor, “ 
ing? it is high 

Senor Geloso, 'having 
sharply to thisinterr^git^ry^: / - \ 




fttfglfc 


tv t hat he wore a 

Riveting in his 
%jfcihd; upon the 
$|jfather” said 
sbbnt'tlris morn- 
^^preparation 

#> spited very 
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“What do you mean? Do you know what you arc pratinp about? 
What have i to trouble myself w ith matins or vespers ? Are you too one 
of the incurables belonging to this asylum, unable perhaps even to 
carry a message ? If you should not be*; quite mad, however, I would 
intreat .you to call the doctor, as I wish to inform him that I have been 
.suddenly Restored to reason, and feel quite well again.” 

“ Surely,” replied the friar, u you mean to jest with me this morning, 
but there is not time. Had you not better dress, and not stand shiver- 
ing there in the cold. They have rung for matins long since, hnd 
doubtless the holyprior will be greatly offended at such an instance of 
neglect.” * 

Saying these words, the friar retired, and poor Senor Geloso was left 
in a state of dpxiety'ahd alarm, hot easily to be 'described. 

“ What!” he cried aloud in s^tone of horror, u l a monk ! I father Re- 
bolledo 1 how dare the villain make use of such terms ? I go to matins, 
forsooth ! I, who a few hours since imagined myself in my own bed, 
and my wife with me in our own house I I wish I were rightly awake, 
for there is something strange or mad about all this, for which I can in 
no way account.” 

Thus puzzled and incensed, he stood lost in deep thought, while the 
wind whistled. through his cell, reminding him o£-th$ policy of dressing 
himself ; but 'he abhorred the idea of touching. the frock and cowl, far 
more than the sold. In a short time another friar, made his appear- 
ance : — “ My good father Rebolledn,” he cried, “ what is the meaning 
of this? the vicar has sent to know what can he the meaning you do 
not attend matins. They are almost over ; and yet remember that it 
is your turn to lead' the choir the whole of this week.” v 
u All the saints Jn the calendar bless me,” exclaimed the astonished 
father 1 ; “for 1 suppose I must needs -be father Rebolledo, and no 
other. Yet bow ?— whfcn was I made a father wl}Q. and what am 1 ? 
Heaven helpus, is nofthissatnea refug$^ fools? Pray 

can you tell me who" h as robbed me of ihy hqt^e, hSy wife, my dress, 

my hair, and my very b^ard?"' • 7 • ^ /’ '' 7? 

“ What sort of conduct is; this ? ” iojtefriupted chorister ; “ is this 
an answer for.mSto rem^with to thy&itijitZjypv wtflbe reported to 
the chapter, yqii may"dep£n<h Siirely^u p^|t<;ypur respect to the 
refectory last nfght ^h way from wh|ch y^a^ferdly yet recovered. 
You arc yourself, and 

if you are - 

Saying of the novice ; 

but when He"h*pct fr w^somewhat of a close 

lit, it came into '• was going to 

strangle him. . Ui 1 * • tb^efi^ t ^>Jottbcked the poor 
chorister down with abeaVy iblS#, andftittibting a few loud, deep, and 
tremendous curses against all evil spirit! and enchanters, he rushed 
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out of the cell, and ran along the dormitory as if all the demons below- 
had been in pursuit of him. This was a most amusing sight, ami the 
prior and his whole order of monks, who witnessed it from one of the 
galleries, had very nearly betrayed the secret of the scheme by their 
obstreperous mirth. However, they contrived to subdue their 
laughter sufficiently to -form into regular procession, and advance 
with lighted tapersin their hands, as if coming from the choir. Skill- 
fully cutting off the new father’s retreat, the worthy prior met him 
facb to face. 

‘•What now, father, ReboIlcdo,” he cried in an. indignant voice 
“ whatrjucans this rebellious conduct in a son of the holy church ? 
Have you dared to disgrace your sacred onder by lifting up your hand 
even against a minister of the most: high ; neglecting your duty at 
matins as you liav.e done, when we were about to celebrate a great 
festival ; you have now added sacrilege to your other crimes, and must 
prepare for excommunication. Down upon your knees, humiliate 
yourself before me this moment, and we shall see what can be done by 
means of a little 1 wholesome discipline, that may be of some efficacy, 
I hope, in removing, your excessive presumption and obstinacy." 

Humble* myself, forsooth," cried the new monk; " why should I 
humble myself? and who are you, I. wonder? . Away ; get out of my 
road, ye vile demons and sorcerers, as >c are, Ye have changed ino ; 
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* 4 But do you know you arc a monk ; and that a trivial offence is 
more unpardonable in you than a glaring sin in a mere layman?” 

“ To be sure 1 dp, I confess that 1 am a monk, and a very sinful 
one.” . ' • 

44 Of what order ? Quick, tell me to what order you belong ?” “To 
what order!” replied the poor novice, infinitely puzzled. “Why, to 
any order your reverence best pleases. I will readily become the 
Grand Turk, if it be your good pleasure.” " And you promise hence- 
forth, father Rcbolledo, to be ever obedient and industrious in* all 
your' duties; will you?” “Yes; I will be father Rebolledo, or any 
father you may please but to call me.” ■ • 

44 lie quick, then, atf d kiss the feet qf that venerable friar,” said the 
prior, 44 and express your gratitude to the whole brotherhood for their 
well- meant correction” 

44 1 will kiss anywhere you please, holy father,” said the repentant 
novice, “so that you will withhold your heavy hand from my smarting 
shoulders; and I will confess my obligations to "you for all past 
favours.” 

This admirable example of humility was too much for the risible 
faculties of the holy brotherhood; and they began to titter and 
whisper among themselves, till they received a reproving look from 
tlie superior- “ Can you see ought to excite mirth, my dear brethren, 
in the wilfulness and folly of a companion. Rather learn to weep, to 
think that a monk* who, during the last fifteen years, had been a 
pattern of piety and obedience to the whole monastery, should, at the 
last, so far have forgotten himself— rather weep, I say.” 

Fifteen years! thought Senor GeloSo. Weft, that is indeed won- 
derful : and surpasses £ver*y miracle l ever heard of. Never did 
knight of romance meet anything more Strang Monk as I am, 
devil a bit do I know-how, when, or where I became sbeb. 1 
44 Get upland follow us/tothe choir” cohfin1ted\the prior. The 
father Rebolledo, obeyed ; but as he knew abouf aa much of music as 
a horse, he led off the choir in so novel , and facetious a style, that the 
superior affecting, to f ;bcUive that hesjang iri ridi'cule of his brethren, 
ordered him.tb be forthwith^? during the 

space of eight days, i^ksOhtary celt' .ijfe'"w^Ud;be treated only to- 
bread and wate> ; '^ aij^fbbbfe >diy on the soles of his 

feet, to rouse him ■, 

This ha\flogdfeii^ sent bn a 

journey to* .benefit of the 
monastery’; So very docile 

had the new taOhWbfe£j^ discipline, that he 

used to set out cheerfully 

obeying liis supdnof) v *tfid .g&fi&rihg himself to be 'conducted even 
into his ^$Wcct, .till he actually recognized his former dwelling. l>ut 
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lit* only muttered to himself:- l * Good heavens ! and am I p,0 longer 
the husbmul of my wife. It seems impossible to question th.it fact, 
and yet 1 must not believe it ; for how, by all the saints, how came I 
by this shaven crown, and monkish habit ? See, there is my beloved 
wife and suddenly bursting away from his companion, he urn into 
tlie house, and meeting her at the entrance, he threw his arms round 
her, and cried out in a most piteous tone : — “ Ah 1 my clear, if you 
only knew how hardly 1 have been dealt with, as d punishment, doubt- 
less* of my unjust and unkind „ conduct towards you. Alas ! I ha\o 
been made a monk against my will, without knowing when or where- 
fore. J;nt henceforward they may find some other alms' collector : 
they shall not come and disturb the happiness of a married man.” 

“What nciv piece of . impudence is this, 5 ' exclaimed the wife ; 
“ help, help, my friends, here is a brutal monk who has dared to In 
impertinent ; out upon your rudeness.” 

No sooner did the friar, who was waiting outside, hear these word > 
uttered in a tone of anger, than he ran into the house, followed b\ 
some of the neighbours. Unable to recognize Scnor Gcloso at first 
sight, they look him by the neck and shoulders, and thrust him out «»t 
doors. Thcy,\vopldjcven have inflicted more serious punishment, had 
i* not been tor the intercession of the friar, who declared that he wa>> 
only a poor lunatic from the monastery, who had got possessed with 
the idea that every, woman he met, must be his own wife. * We were 
led to clunk,” he added, “ that he was latterly sufficiently recovered to 
go and beg alms, in company with another, but he will smart for his 
bad behaviour when 1 get him back to the monastery ; come, fathoi 
Kcbollcdo, come along.” Accordingly, when, he got back, the prioi 
gave him another castigation, and he was put upon a new course ol 
bread and water duridg So long a period, that his hair and beard had 
full timtf to grow afresh. "-Not many days. after having recovered these 
ancient hanourSvBf^p wa* sitting brooding over his misfortunes in his 
cell alone, he overheard the fojiowing words uttered in a very plaintive' 
voice : — ; J' * ' ^ ^ ■ 

“ You have bee# a very wicked arid cruel jnian, behor Celoso ; you 
have suspected your mBQcefit wife, who is wftpHyTree from any of those 
faults you once laid ft* herch&rge. You find heaven has punished you 
for such conduct } find y ourstjlf rppffe .ridi cu 1 our jcaious)^ , Be warned, 
therefore, in futt#<$«&aA if your wife 

once more, take ■ hair of her 

head, or give lier $ For if you do 

not lake care, yott upon your 

head.” ' i$S?\ ^'£'1 y r: ‘ 

The voice thrice had such an effect 

upon Senor Gcloso, that, clasping his %&&<&»' fejlifpon his knees, and 
in a tremulous voice, (ull of devotion, he cried out : — w Blessed oracle, 
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whether divine or human, only assist me to escape from this horrid 
prison-house, and I will become everything that can be required of 
me. As to my ^ife, I will be the very mirror of husbands ; never 
dare to utter a word of complaint ; but ever continue to return thanks 
unto the Virgin for this kind intercession in my favour.” . 

As he made this vow, one of the brethren entered with a hot 
supper, and .some wine, of which he had never tasted from the first 
day of his transformation. The friar assured him that he ran some 
risk in thus supplying him with an excellent bottle of wine, which, he 
did not add, contained a soporific dose, similar to that lie had before 
taken. He drank it, and the opiate very soon began to tak~ effect. 
Of course he fell into a sound sleep, and as his lmir and beard wer j 
now completely grown, he was : conveyed back to his own house, and 
arrayed exactly in the salne dress as he had before been, and put to 
bed. He enjoyed an excellent night's rest; and it was late next 
morning before he awoke. 

What was his surprise on first gazing around him ; the elegant 
•ipartmcnt, handsome furniture, fine clothes, &c. ; but, more than all, 
when, upon stretching forth his arms, he discovered that his long 
lost wife was quietly sleeping by side him. At first, 1 he believed slu 
must be some witch or spirit, and began to cross himself, and utter 
txovcisms, to the best of his ability. Being all the’ time awake, 
heartily enjoying heir husband’s peiturbatiotl, .though she affepted to 
slumber, she at last, as if suddenly,, started out of her sleep, ex- 
claimed, “ What is the matter, my dear? What are you mumbling 
about,- -are t'ou in another fit of the sulks?” 

“ hirst tell me,” replied her husband, “who are you that make the 
inquiry? I am, by no means, in the sulks; I. am much worse I 
am ill of what they call jthc monk ; and; 1 beseech "you to tell me who 
von are?” \ • . • -V 

“Why, who should I b$, you stupid wret^&ut font own wife; 
your affectionate, but ill-used wife.” V-V'-V 
“ But how camfe you tdjgct admittance into fhis convent ?” inquired 
her husband. M If the .prior should come to hear, of it, you will 
infallibly be excommunicated, ns T have already been. Think of 
being expelled outof the pale of tfte/Tiply £atkolie, church ; and, as 
regards mySelf, I atri sure to get a. soph# bastinado; within an inch of 
my life. ^ ' ^ . - $ i* H - ? • "£* . t t 

u Are you ; ‘ J v yyhat monastery, and 

what prior, are youialjc *;-^v *7 iC ' ' 

“ Why don't l ybu knp$ f have befcn A mOpk for the last fifteen 
years ? .* V v y - 

“ You arc ravinj s T;suppose^Tepli^ ms Awfe but if you think of 
getting up to-day before dinner, 'you had better bestir yourself ; unless 
indeed, you wish to get supper at the same time/’ 
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Altogether unable to account for the singularity of his position, ami 
host in a trowel of strange ideas, the Senor could hardly believe his 
senses, especially when he raised his hand to his chin, and found 
himself possessed of a beard as long as the Grand 1 urk’s. 

Agreeably to his wife's direction, having found his way out of bod, 
be lirst saw that he was in his own room, and not a remnant ap- 
peared to indicate the nature of his late pursuits. He was arrayed m 
his former dress, anion consulting the glass, he saw exactly the same 
perrmage he had been accustomed to contemplate before he assumed 
i ho ecclesiastical habit, 'and underwent so many mortifications of the 
’esh. Again he crossed himself in an impulse of grateful devotion, 
firmly Relieving that what he had of late gone .through. Was wholly to 
l>o attributed to the p£am ise$ he ha&. heard pronounced by the mys- 
terious voice. As hcf,replied with the utmost politeness to the queries 
,f his now happy wife, with a grave and somewhat sad countenance* 
he admitted, at her suggestion, that the whole rpust have been a 
‘team, intended to give him warning ho\y he longer ventured to con- 
duct himself with the same neglect and unkindness towards such a 
»ifi\ 

It was her object to, keep up this opinion* and she actually promised 
nine masses t?> the Holy Virgin, when it should please heaven to con- 
■inn her good endeavours, and turn her roughly handled husband from 
the error of* his ways, tty this plan, she sought ta inculcate upon him 
.1 little more of that Spanish virtue of conjugal ohedience on the part 
of the husband; to all which, with exemplary patience and resignation, 
Sen or Geloso agreed. He entreated her forgiveness for the past, and 
assured her, that be would never more accuse her of any fault, of 
which lie did not himself become an eye-witness. In short, he gave 
her permission to go; out wherever she pleased, and said he would 
ende? vgur to make hiimseif easy during her absence. 

Not a little rejoiced at her success, the lady fastened to acquaint 
her two friends, wlio?sat anxiously awaiting the result, to compare their 
respective exploits. Having informed them of the reasons she had to 
delay the affair during so idany we^ks, all three agreed to adjourn to 
the residence of-the County inftrder torecouht the merits of their 
d ifferent efforts, in their newsdhool of t1j£ husband’s reform. The w hole 
thiee declared they had wrought a thorough ciire in their w'orse halve-* 
— namely, of the vice^ of ayarice,. drunkenness, and jealousy, which 
had so much disturbed their inatruhonjalbappiness atjhPnie. 

My fair and h<^0ihplis!fie4^ ladjes,? .repiSdf the fount, 11 that 
diamond ring, foufid by yoq oh th^ day of thfe late festiyaJ, and which 
has excited you to sihih happysexertiorfe^is the \m\$ that was lost by 
me just before you came The value, amounts to two 

hundred pistoles, and I believe t prottn'sbd to make it 00 a hundred 
more. But to attempt to 3tstinguisb between three ladles of so much 



ingenuity, is n difficult task ; it is almrvt impossible to draw com- 
parisons, where all are in the superlative degree ; so I must *,ea\c you 
to divide the consents of this purse as you please. Seldom have I 
parted with my money with so much pleasure * as I now do.’ 5 * 

After expressing their gratitude to the Count, these merry ladies 
took their leave, repairing to their respective homes, with the rcsolu- 
t ion of appropriating to their own advantage their recent good fortune, 
by the purchase of whatever their husbands might happen to refuse to 
let them have. 

Nor was this their only reward : the steward having realized suf- 
ficient for an independence, withdrew. from his master’s service, and 
took an elegant country villa. The painter, from that time forth, 
i enounced the society of ' all quarrelsome and drunken companions ; 
while the old jealous Senor was so completely cured of his former 
obstinacy and suspicions, as to allow his wife to follow' the natural bent 
of her inclinations, as to where, when, and whom, she chose to visit ; 
in short, he openly, a vowed his intentions of discontinuing his course 
of curtain lectures, which he had before regularly delivered, to the ex- 
treme annoyance of his fair audience,— so many, indeed, that they 
would have filled a handsome quarto volume. 

It was thus that the three merry wives of Madrid proved to the 
whole world, that they knew how to take advantage of the good old 
proverb of being * Merry and wise/* and to. turn k also to' some 
account. 



A PRODIGIOUS ADVENTURE 


It once fell out, that a young man from Andalusia, intending to 
study for one of the learned professions, whichsoever he might most 
•hney, resorted to the University of Alcala dc Hcnares. He be- 
longed to tlic middle rank of life, but it had already pleased heaven to 
t ik(* both his parents. Being one of those youths who are apt to 
umpire to higher matters than seem quite befitting their scanty means, 
and proper station, lie estimated himself not exactly according to the 
uik of right reason. Now if- wc may credit Seneca in hi* tragedies, 
ju venal in fys satires, and Horace in his art of poetry, there is no 
hard-mouthed animal that requires a sharper bit and steadier rein, 
nor one more inclined to perform extravagant antics, than an unruly 
youth. Indeed, the new student had no sooner set foot in Alcala, than 
he began to show signs of that overweening folly and presumption 
peculiar to some youthful and fiery wits, that carry far more sail than 
lj.ill.ist, and whose lighter particles continually bubbling to the surface, 
prove that they have at least reached the full boiling point of the 
juvenile thermometer. Accordingly, his first step was to take posses- 
sion of some splendid apartments, that would by no means have done 
discredit to the taste of a young, sprig of quality, or the scion of 
soil i e princely hous^e. He next engaged ttyo livery servants, one butler, 
a housekeeper, and "other attendants, to regulate his household and 
t tl>lo, without once inquiring how far his purse-strings were likely to 
answer the draft upon their respective demands. Hrid he in fact con- 
sulted that indispensable vcide nudum of a young student, it would 
have taught him the* wisdom of joining in, ah economic cause with 
oorac three or more students, to live dike poor patients and hard-work- 
ing sizars, in some poor court Of the cpllege,, dividing between them 
.some sixty onions, every dayp aitd taking it ih turns , to ask charily 
every other night' from their wealthier neighbours. 

These prudent college rules, however* he threw along with those of 
Aristotle upon the shelf, and with only three dr ftmr hundred marks in 
liis pocket, undertook to support the elegant establishment already 
stated ; and if need be, like every wise administration, to draw farther 
sums upon the national credit. After these preliminaries, he began to 
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cultivate the society of the wealthiest students in the place : accepted 
invitations ; visited all the great houses, whose attentions ).c repaid 
with compliments, and more rarely with presents, that failed not to 
obtain for him tfie reputation of a fashionable, as well as an open- 
handed youth. He resided in the street set. apart, par excellence^ for 
the most distinguished and influential families, though he kept strictly 
to the rules of those who run up large accounts and take long credit, 
rewarding the long-suffering parties by the splendid promise of making 
the fortunes of all his creditors. 

Had he thus continued to confine himself within the due bounds 
of ambition, without carrying his vanity to a pitch of absurdity, no 
doubt but, with his gentlemanly manners and liberal spirit, all must 
have gone well. But fortune, the traitor to all great men, was the rock 
on which our young student was destined to split. He attached him- 
self to the study of the canon law ; and here, too, he piqued himself 
upon his lofty and capacious views. Sometimes he appeared in a 
broad and splendid ermine mantle, sometimes with his sxvord and cape 
-plainly indicating that he should rest content with no common figure 
in the world, did success only continue -to fill his sails with the same 
auspicious breezes as she had done. Soon he appeared absorbed in 
the abstract study of the laws,; for when the- voice oi the schools 
seconds that of fashion, and is re-echoed in the ears of princes, the 
popular candidate for court-favour and offices seems, through this 
medium, to claim rather than solicit the favour of the court. He pur- 
sued his studies then, though in the midst of splendour, with redoubled 
ardour ; his credit rose and became inexhaustible. He had already 
kept his terms, and he now took the highest degrees, buoyed up with 
a confidence that gave additional eclat to his success. His genius was 
lively and versatile, his memory great, in possessing which he showed 
no respect to the decided opinion of Aristotle^who maintaips, that 
where the understanding, is very great, the . memory can only be 
improved by incessant and repeated study, ^bich is not often the 
case. . , • . ; 

When residing? in Andalusia, his name had been plain Paul ; but in 
Castile it became Don Pablo, and was in a fair way for far higher 
titles ere long,;had he but known howto apply ^is resources with due 
discretion. His demands, however, upon the credulity and the purses 
of the good people of Alcala was carried to an imprudent length ; the 
tide of good fortune had risen ip length it began to 

ebb. His great fronds seemed' inpjSncyst tQ. retort the compliment of 
borrowing upon; its- patron^hcn they foupdit carried to such an ex- 
treme. Like an able tactician, he had taught, them his art of war by 
dint of pushing his successes too f&r,:ahd tbfey gradually turned the 
credit -system against its Ingenious author. At first, by way of requeu- 
ing a reimbursement ; secondly, by hinting accommodations of the 
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Mme kind -with what success you may imagine ; for those who are in 
the hahifof giving long credit to students of the universities, are much 
in the case of a bankrupt merchant, expecting ap argosy from the 
east. Tims Don Pablo began by amusing his creditors with that well - 
known maxim, that money, like manure* is of no use until it be spread ; 
that you ought to throw your bread upon the waters, ahd trust for its 
leturn after many days ; that he who gives quickly gives twice ; that 
if you arc asked for your cloak, you should give your coat also ; and 
thu? if your friend ask you to walk a mile, you ought to go with him 
twain. 

For Jjhe first time, he was observed to look a little thoughtful, 
i ndulgcd the idea of sounding a retreat, and sometimes almost wished 
he had entered Alcala in quality of a great man’s attendant, instead of 
i io great man himself; In strch ft mood, with all “ a poet’s remorse,’’ 
h‘* might be observed pacing- the banks of the river, by turns sighing 
.md swearing, or devising schemes how best lie might prop up the 
fallen fortunes of his new house. Stilf he made a bold and ingenious 
defence, and was a long time driven from pillar to post,” before he 
uih reduced to think of flying, much less of surrendering to* his credi- 
ts' s at discretion. 

One day, however, on returning from one of his rambles, in pursuit 
si' ire*>h projects,' lie was joined by a friend, who came in haste to 
; n form him, that a limb. of the law, the whole; body of which he had 
himself so long been dissecting, was just then employed in taking an 
nventory of his affairs, and questioned the prudence of Jiis proceeding 
at that moment in the/d ire Ctiou of his own house. Without a word, 
Don Pablo turned short round, and pursued the other way, proceeding 
at a pretty quick pace, being resolved to encounter any one just then, 
lather than one of the college police. Of these latter gentlemen, a 
party h*d already waited On him at hf^ splend id apartments, and find- 
ing him “not at home * had informed themselves of his “whereabouts," 
and were even now walking briskly in pursuit of the Don, as his friend 
gave him the timely hint,* ‘More than this, he assisted him in conceal- 
ing his precious ' person until nightfall; when he might have a better 
chance of disguising or absenting hirhself fot good, whichever he might 
judge best. ‘ / . , r , - '' 

Here was a sad revolution in Doit Pablo’s affairs, and it proved a 
great hindrance to his studies, in whlch he had always shown a decided 
predilection for the theory, -in- preference td thipraeticeof the law. 
JIo imagined himself already sei&jfr and inearcerate^ fpr debt, and 
th.it he was* become the jfest of all; the place, particularly of the 
students, who would. be irtj&nitdy- athu'sed at. Ihh ^notoriety of his 
adventures. „ V' '' - * 

For this reason, he took speedy leave of his companion, and sought 
shelter among the shady elms and poplar trees that skirt the banks of 
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the river licnares, till he arrived at a little wood, in which he soon dis- 
appeared, But not yet thinking himself secure enough from the 
searching eye of the algua/iis ; suspecting even the fidelity of his late 
companion, he mounted into a lofty poplar, whose thick umbrageous 
arms completely sheltered him from public, view. Having found a 
secure seat, he there first gave himself up to,. his melancholy forebod- 
ings, in which he was doomed to beguile his time, until the shades oi 
evening should afford him safer escort to proceed on his way. He 
was bent on flying as far as possible from Alcaia and his creditors, 
though he felt assured they would hold him in so much respect, as not 
to meddle with much of, his substance during his absence, which he 
meant should continue some special long time* He now repented of 
his extreme folly, and prayed heartily that in future he might be 
endowed with grace to conduct himself with more prudence and dis- 
cretion. 

In this perplexed state of idle repentance, weak resolutions, and 
hearty prayers to be released from his manifold difficulties and anxiety, 
he continued to ruminate some time. He was first roused by the 
sound of footsteps, and looking out sharply from his concealment, he 
saw a well-dressed elderly man, well known to him, and a native of 
Alcala. His name was Rosino, a most industrious genius, who had 
contrived to raise himself from nothing, to a respectable and even 
lucrative condition; for he had married’ his daughter to a man of 
letters, and established his two sons in a promising way, if they would 
only have turned put half ns good as their father. One, however, 
assumed the air of a bully, the other became a gambler ; and, in short, 
what the father had amassed by long economy, and cudgelling Gf hib 
brains, his hopeful sons dissipated, by bringing themselves into all 
kinds of scrapes and excesses. The sagacious , old gentleman, seeing 
the speed at which he was going down hill, after all his eforts in 
climbing up it, judged it would be wise to stop a little short of the 
bottom. ** At this rate,” thought he, “ what will become of me when 
1 am an old man 5 (he' was not then quite seventy ;) my dear, blessed, 
and long-saving wife is dead and gone, and X can no longer keep my 
house together against the violence of these scape-graces — they would 
ruin a nation, Alas S'" he ^continued, ‘‘they have .turned it almost 
ijnside out r there is no one now. that cares, to lay by a single shilling ; 
nay, by heavens, theyhayc broken. though stone walls and locks, and 
ransacked ah my dr^^ They have stripped me nigh to 

the skin ; yet. why^alk softs ; there is my son- 

in-law, a than of letters* niy daughter, and “grandchildren, all as 
greedy as the rest^ apd wheatheycome to see- me, it is only for what 
each and all can* pa tty away withthera. I. live in continued hot 
water ; like an old soldier on active. service, I have to fight to the last, 
surrounded by inveterate enemies. Yes, 1 shall be ruined. 1 see it as 
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plainly as that poplar tree, (here oitr hero drew in his breath,) there 
is nothing left for it, but to steal my own money, and hide as much of 
it as I can get.” » 

In this way the old man went on lamenting himself, much to the 
edification of the student ; at the same time proceeding to count out 
of a large yellow bag, one' by one, a thousand crowns in hard gold, 
lie had come to the resolution bf concealing them in the thickest part 
of the wood, where no wicked relations would have any further chance 
of Ending them. So cautiously wrapping them up in a cat-skin, 
which he had prepared for the purpose, in order the better to secure 
and protect them, he set to work to find an appropriate bank for their 
safe deposit. With this view he approached the identical tree on 
which he had before fixed his eyes, for an apt illustration of his. bard 
< aso, and from whose venerable branches Don Pablo had contem- 
plated the whole proceeding. With his usual caution, the old mer- 
chant looked earnestly round him, on every Side, and in every direc- 
tion, except above liis head; till finding all safe and quiet, he took 
from his pocket a large garden knife, and with singular dexterity 
began to excavate a little savings bank at the foot^ of the tree. He 
first made some neat incisions in the green turf, which he carefully 
removed, and then hollowed out the earth till he had 'made a reason- 
ably sized aperture, when he stopped and breathed a little from his 
labours. Next ho took the gold, which after Wistfully gazing at some 
moments, be still more carefully deposited in the hole, observing, aL 
flic same time : 4t Heaven defend this at least from all evil hands ; as 
heaven knows it is done with good intent, to befriend a poor man in 
bis old days, instead of his being driven to beg alms from door to 
door, besides saying amass or two for his soul when he is gone, which 
I doubt his Own stons would never have the grace to see done !” 

Sayidjg these words, he proceeded to replace the earth, and refix the 
sward exactly in the mariner he had7ound them. Moreover, that he 
might be at no loss? to retfognhe the precise spot where he had 
deposited his treasure, he carved with the same knife ifi the bark ot 
the said tree the following letters in large capitals, such as We see used 
for grand inscriptions .at our cathedrajs : — * HERE.* He then looked 
very complacently around him, &sif congratulating himself on hi-, 
providential labours ; and returned, well satisfied with the security of 
his money, to rejoin his ftf$Ad*;a£ Alcala, ^ ' 

Meantime Don tfe&Io, int^roa; jSll that permitted the 

old gentleman to mol ^station. He even 

maintained hts scat till 'evening ; but then he descended from his 
aerial station, and forthwith to tispeat the srime operation which 

the old man had shortly beforecorfcluded. 'He guessed so well, that 
he hit at once upon the hidden treasure, which he began to ‘count at 
his leisure, and found it amounted td not less than five "hundred. 
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Hut the night having set in, Don Pablo was at a loss to make out 
whether the precious pieces were doubloons, reals, crowns, £r penny 
pieces. Tt was hjp good fortune, however, to find that the whole con- 
sisted of doubloons ; and as to reconciling his conscience to carry 
them away with him, though he' had some qualms, he consoled him- 
self with the mental reservation, that he would certainly one day 
restore them, when somewhat loss inconvenient to him than just at 
present, lie then proceeded smartly on his way, after first inscribing, 
J.y way of rejoinder upon the tree, under the emphatic word HERK^thc 
following couplets : — * * 

f{ fhre nunc tw. who could not sice, 

The man who saw him from this tree ; 

May fortune grant, ere long Iw may 
The money that was stolen repay/’ 

Many were the schemes Don Pablo now revolved in liis mind, as 
to his future movements, and the most prudent plan of applying his 
wonderful piece of good fortune. Instead of entering upon new 
speculations, he conceited it would redound most to liis advantage 
to re-establish his credit upon its former basis in the University he 
had left. Me therefore lost no lime, but retraced lfis steps with 
wonderful alacrity. Before morning broke, he had again arrived at 
Alcala, and went to lake possession of his former abode. 

Nowit happened that a few choice spirits, among his former gay 
acquaintance, had mot together at the very same house, by no means 
iklicieut in a good stock of wine, and were busily celebrating the 
obsequies of their friend’s reputation, and discussing the relative 
merits of the catastrophe which appeared to have overwhelmed him. 
What was their surprise, then, to see him walk into the room, and 
seal himself,. with his usual self-complacency, at the head of the table. 
Had his ghost presented itself, they could not well have looked more 
alarmed. There was a general exclamation, and all rose, and were 
for making thfe best of their way out. Ihe reassured them, by filling a 
glass to their, gay carousals, in a style too good to be imitated, even by 
his ghost. They then, one and all, took him to task for the perilous 
step he had just taken *ft returning, and flying, as it were, into the 
very face of justice, whose Argus eyes were on a sharp look out. “ It 
will be a fine treat for your enemies , 1 ** cried one ; u it is impossible you 
ca n over extricate yourself ; andyouwitt die the deafchof a sinner in close 
‘ durance ydfe.'* *Pon Pablo latfghed, filled- anpther glass of wine, and 
thus addressed them,—* ‘ Know, my good friends.that I am not so 
noor a fellow ns you^take me for ; , nor am I one to engage in a matter 
T am unable to cany through. Do you imagine I have not ample re- 
sow cos in my csiateto meet the littie expences I have incurred in living 
hm at Ale, da ? Do yon ? and do you take me for a fool? I had, 
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indeed, a stupid wretch of an agent, to whom I had confided the 
settlement of my accounts, who, by his remissness, put me to some 
inconvenience. The moment, however, my creditojs applied to me, l 
wrote him a sharp letter, threatening to have him up before the council 
of the University, which brought me in /eply a remittance of two 
hundred and fifty doubloons. So I think T am a, match now for your 
alguazils and your debtor’s jail ^ for I have luckily more gold than 
bills after all. I will therefore trouble you, each and all, to give my 
crcHitors notice on the morrow, that the poor souls may attend at my 
chambers as early as they may deem fit ; for I will tru6t my rascally 
agents gio more ; but have the pleasure of satisfying the wants of the 
good citizens with my own hands.” Saying this, he took a little bag of 
gold from his pocket, as an earnest of greater things ; at the same 
time throwing down a doubloon, with which he begged them to make 
merry, as they had already done that evening, at his expense. 

The whole of this magnanimous declaration was taken as it was 
intended by the students, and" the different members of his own 
establishment. 'He had before conducted himself like a man of 
wealth and fashion, and besides, no one could contradict him without 
knowing that he was not in possession of all to which he laid claim. 
His credit, in* short,' was restored even faster than it had given way ; 
all his debts were paid, and the report of his good conduct* did him far 
greater service than his late dilemma had done him injury. 

All this led Don Pablo seriously to reflect ; next to repent of his 
errors ; then to resolve, and upon good resolutions to lay the founda- 
tion of a reformed life. He grew discreet, studied hard, and avoided 
all undue extravagance and display. Indeed, he applied the re- 
mainder of his time at the .University to such good purpose, that he 
rose high in credit with all classes. , He Succeeded so well in his pro- 
fession that in a* short period he was raised to the Decretal Chair 
in the University, and was in no want of the Approbation and 
patronage of men of rank and influence. 

In a very brief period,' he became both . honoured and wealthy ; 
acquired the reputation of a distinguished pleader, and formed an 
union with the daughter of a man of great: landed property, so as to 
assure him a fixed rank and Station among the chfef families of 
Alcala. ; " ' V-*- 

It was now Don Pablo had leisure tb jthink of tlte good turn which a 
certain old gentte&an, nam^ him, as we 

have seen. As bbund in ;ft'i m eonsekfit c, he imme- 
diately restored riot : bfity die, Al with the-Ontfre interest, but did 
everything lb forwarded' intfe^s pf ^is family* and *0 oblige him in 
every respect. And jttu€* itwaVaatbe old gentleman had predicted, 
it would ensue from his graceless sdn&, although they had paid the 
forfeit. He found him begging his way from door to door ; one of 
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hi-; sons had died. and the other met with the accident of being 
hanged. Moreover, he assured Don Pablo, it was a wondev he had 
not himself died when he returned to claim his secret treasure, and 
instead of il found only the said inscription upon the tree. lie 
would certainly have hanged himself from one of its branches, but 
for the consolatory tenor of the last line, which held out a sort of 
promise of restitution. 

Upon this single hope he had ever since lived, and never ceased 
to pray, and weary heaven that the thief might be forgiven and per- 
mitted to prosper, in order the sooner to be enabled to clear his 
conscience by refunding the whole sum with interest, as early .^s con- 
venient. To these prayers, indeed, the old man attributed Don 
Pablo’s sudden reformation and subsequent success ; and he often 
declared, that unless the borrower had been honourable enough to 
leave his note Qf hand upon the tree, he should perhaps never have 
thought of praying for his reformation ; that consequently Don Pablo 
would have gone on in his old courses ; have come to some bad end ; 
and he himself, without heaven’s help, never have seen his money 
« note. 
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4LONZO DEL CASTILLO SALORZANO 


Was one of the most voluminous writers of novels that flourished 
in Spain during the middle of the seventeenth century. He addicted 
himself chiefly to the satirical class, with the erotic, the moral, and 
the historical, interspersing them all with poetical effusions, which he 
poured forth with infinite facility, and with a display of erudition too 
often out of place. If we except certain traces of that national affec- 
tation and conceit which began to prevail in the language during his 
times, the style of 'Castillo will be found extremely chaste, animated, 
and full of wit and spirit. He composed some comedies, or rather 
novels in dialogue, which have nothing remarkable in them as distin- 
guished from others of the same class. 

From the same pen proceeded an historical romance on the subject 
of Antony and Cleopatra ; an abridgment of the Life ancl Deeds of 
Pedro I II- of Arragon ; and a volume of Lives of the Valencian 
Saints. He is supposed to have been a native of the same province ; 
and a number of his works arc known to have been published there, 
and ih8t he was in the service of Don Pedro Fagardo, Marquis de los 
Kelcz, and Viceroy of the kingdom of Valencia. Finally, he is one of 
those authors who have been, commemorated by Lope de Vega in his 
Laurel etc A polo. 



THE DUCHESS OF MANTUA. 


< >\ the death of Frederick, Duke of Mantua, his only dauglf.cr, the 
vming and beautiful Camilla, then the theme of every tongue, assumed 
Jh" ducal sceptre. She was everywhere extolled, no less for her 
viituen, than for her graces and accomplishments. Such too was her 
discreet deportment, that she found no difficulty in regulating even 
a Hairs of slate, and was thus universally respected and obeyed, as 
well as loved, by all classes of her subjects. Many of the adjoining 
princes had already sought her hand in marriage, but like another 
/vnobia or Fanthasilia, she highly valued and delighted in h( r free- 
dmn, and the exercise of her own authority. She rode jvith consum- 
mate grace, and managed her steed with uncommon spirit and skill ; 
wa* attached to the chase, and not afraid even of war. In the cxorcibc 
of her power, directed to the happiness and prosperity of her people’; 
m her public and private amusements or when in pursuit of the stag 
or ihu wild boar, she forgot there was such a thing as love in the 
uni Ul ; or at least she offered up the capricious deity as a sacrifice on 
the cold shrine of Diana. 

Foremost among her suitors ranked the Duke of Modena, a gene- 
rous, but eccentric prince; the Marquess of Salucioya famous soldier ; 
and the wealthy Duke of Urbino. Of these her lovers, and nuincrous 
others, she possessed, indeed a perfect gallery* of portraits, which she 
disposed of much more easily than of the originals. The latter were 
all either too proud and arbitrary, or, what she disliked still worse, too 
mercenary for her. She therefore gave the same answer to all their 
ambassadors, namely* that she. had no intention of changing her con- 
dition just at that titfie ; and by these excuses she contrived to keep 
them at a respectable : di stance* and, yet in good humour, frequently 
assuring each of’ them, that when she should think about it, their 
i nast er’s merits wotikl first come under cdnsidcratidn. 

The Duke Of M often a leftist, of allvrfelished' these repeated delays, 
for he happened to be in possession of her portrait, and had become 
deeply Mnftcrn with the charms it 'displayed. ’ In short, he could not 
resist the temptation of going in 'disguise to Mantua, and there he 
f.'.'ttiri that she even surpassed the ideas he bad .formed of her beauty, 
•c* -Ailing the aitist of a most envious and niggardly pencil. On his 
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return, lie employed fresh ambassadors and fresh presents, in the hope 
of softening or subduing her continued resistance. But they were fol- 
lowed only by similar results, for both presents and ambassadors were 
returned upon his hands, and he was still more pulled and miserable 
than before. 

One dqy, during the most delightful season of. an Italian spring, 
when the air is fuli of fragrance, and the earth teeming with flowers, 
beneath a sky that gladdens the soul, no less than the eye, to behold ; 
the«lovely Duchess went forth to enjoy the chase, accompanied by 
her favourite Clenarda, daughter of old Ernesto, her minister of 
state. € This lady had been attached to the Duchess from her in- 
fancy, and their friendship had. known no interruption up to the 
present time. 

On arriving at the mountain, the hunters each took their appointed 
station, and when the sport commenced, Camilla and her companion 
descended from the carriage, and joined the courtly train, mounted 
upon two light and spirited steeds. Each was armed with a light 
hunting spear ; and soon the sport began, with the barking of. dogs 
and the voices of the huntsmen ; the usual loud and cheering concert 
on similar occasions. Suddenly, there started into view, on the side 
where the D8chess rode, an enormous boar, followed pretty closely 
by two noble hounds- Yet, not at all daunted, ancl taking her aim 
with precision, she advanced some way before the party, and wounded 
the animal as it rushed past her, towards the other side, in which 
direction it continued its career, fallowed by the entire company, with 
the exception of th& Duchess. 

Lingering to enjoy a full view of the chase from the eminence, she 
remained until they were lost from sight by some intervening shrubs 
and trees, when she first thought of rejoining the cavalcade. After 
riding ;« pretty long space, without regaining even a sight of her party, 
she blew her silver hiuajtmg r horn, then paused* and again repealed the 
shrill music ; but she heard no answering sounds. She next resolved 
to remain some time where she was, in hopes, one or other of the 
hunters might appear; and still she was disappointed. Now she 
thought it time to try and recover, the track, which: she succeeded in 
following a little space, but soon lost the path she was pursuing, till at 
length she came to the edge df a less frequented cover, opposite the 
same path by which the party had hrst entered* Again she stopped, 
and listened whether ^heto^mtph any sounds to guide her, when 
she was suddenly startled % a noise that seemed 1 to come from some 
close thicket near her. - She turned .and fitted her eye upon the spot, 
but the dense foliage prevented ’her distinguishing any object. Sus- 
pecting it might be som £ she grasped her spear, to 

prepare for the encounter, and on the glimpse of some object appear- 
ing from the underwood, she threw it with all her force. The next 
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moment a young man, with a noble air and features, stood before her, 
with the weapon enfixed in his left arm, but with a drawn fc oword in 
his right, as if ea f ger to attack the enemy who had thus grievously 
wounded him. Camilla fixed her eyes upon him, while his were no 
less intently directed' towards her, ' Both stood rivetted with surprise 
for some moments, as if struck with admiration of each otherls beauty, 
lie seemed indeed to have forgotten his wound; he uttered not a 
word, nor even attempted to draw the dart that had pierced quite 
through his arm.' Camilla, ort her part, expressed no less wondci at 
his countenance, than at his strange attire. He wore a rustic cloak, 
which reached as low as his knees, with a rope of coarse sedgQ for his 
belt ; but it hardly served effectually to conceal, his under garment of 
rich blue cloth, embroidered with spangled lace and silver coronals. 
His stockings and garters were of a colour adapted to the rest of his 
diess : the hilt of his sword was of gold, and was worn without any 
scabbard. These were incongruities on which to muse more at 
leisure ; for his noble presence and elegant deportment, with the 
peculiar circumstances in which he appeared, altogether presented an 
enigma not easy of solution on the spot. He first, however, recovered 
u-*c of his speech, by observing : — “ I had imagined, fair lady, that 
these leafy solitudes would at least have shaded me* from mortal 
weapons ; and that my slumber might be indulged without risk of 
surprise. But heaven hath so willed, that nowhere shall wc boast 
impunity from evil ; and according to its impenetrable purposes was 
1 led, while seeking these quiet retreats, to feel the point of your 
weapon, doubtless intended for some enraged spoiler of the woods ; 
for your eyes assure me you would be incapable of employing any 
more cruel force* than they cun well inflict, without having recourse to 
mder, though not less deadly weapons. Yet it rejoices me that 1 have 
become the victim of your weapon, and your willing prey. <-If yon 
please to preserve the life of him you have captured, it is well, and 1 
will live a slave to your service; if not, here is my sword for you to 
complete w'hal your keen dart has left unfinished/ 

Hearing these words, the Duchess betrayed still more surprise; and 
moved at the same time with compassion and rOgret for the injury she 
had inflicted, she qUitkly alighted from her steed*, aft d accosted him : 
“1 could almost vow never more to wield that fatal spear, were it only 
for the wrong it has dong so patient and gentte a youth as you appear 
to be. But hasteaftd apply this k^f ctuef- tO ^Odr arm, until we be 
enabled to procure you s: ; c tndre^Si^ble ' 3*be young man, 
kneeling at h^r feet, pres^nfed his: in^ whicn t&e Duchess carefully 
bound, not without 'jjresh expressions of fier regtet. w Nay,” replied the 
stranger, “such adventuresmight wreft he sought after, if the same 
cause .of remedy could always hi applied \Vith the same tender care.” 

M Cease your flattery,” observed Camilla, “ and tell me whether you 
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suffer much pain ; for I am sure, from the flow of blood, it can be no 
other buj a grievous wound. “ The pain,” returned the youth, “ is less 
now, since you applied your charms to remove it. ,, u Cease, then, 1 
repeat, this language,” said the Duchess, unused to be thus addressed ; 
while she felt she knew not what of strange and pleasing in the sound : 
“I am lost in wonder when I reflect on the singular incidents that have 
just occurred. When-on the, point of striking, as L thought, a wild 
beast, a youth presents himself to my view ; and when I expect some 
rustic speech, to judge by his rude attire, 1 hear the language of a cour- 
tier, utterly at variance with' his dress. At more leisure, you will inform 
me how this can be ; at present wc must attempt to join my parly, 
which, \nelhinks, I already hear at a distance.” So it was ; and one 
by one the hunters began to appear, all equally anxious to ascertain 
the cause of their sovereign lady's prolonged absence. 

Camilla, assisted by the noble youth* again mounted her steed ; but 
ere they reached the approaching horsemen, an immense boar was 
seen coming towards them, followed by Clenarda, who had already 
wounded it. Xo sooner did the Duchess observe this, than she 
crossed its path, in sight of the youth, who* kept close to her, rind 
wounded the beast in the flank, in such a manner that it was unable 
to free itself from the weapon. Camilla then drew neaier, when, dis- 
entangling itself at the moment, the furious animal rushed upon her 
horse, inflicting a despei ate wound wiLh its tusk. Mad with pain, 
the poor steed plunged, and threw its lovely rider, who then lay at the 
mercy of the infuriated boar, had not the stranger at the same instant 
rushed between them. Seizing the weapon that lay on the ground, 
instead of throwing, he held it firmly grasped ; and at the instant the 
boar lowered his head for the deadly assault, he planted it, with sure 
aim, in his neck, near the spine, and leaving it in the wound, lie seized 
the Duchess in hi? arms r and bore her off in safety. For a moment 
she felt her bosotn pressed against that of her liberator, before lie 
placed her in the hand? of her followers, who now . crowded round. 
They instantly left the mountain, the brave youth accompanying’ them, 
who now first learnt the sovereign rank of the lovely being he had 
rescued. He felt a patig of disappointmenif for which he could not 
account, and would instantly have retired^ had he not been enjoined 
to enter the city with the cavalcade. 

On their arri val, he waSethe first object of the Duchess’s attention, 
who, spite of his humble, dress, suspected him to be of higher rank 
than he appeared, and or^ei^thq first advice, and the most splendid 
apartments to be procured fothittu She then Sb'ught her favourite 
Clenarda, to whom ^ she .communicated; the whole adventure, and 
entreated her advice as to the best-plan of discovering who the 
stranger really was. Clenarda, hdviog attentively eyed the handsome 
person and noble manners of the youth, was by no means at a loss 



to account for the peculiar anxiety evinced by the Duchess in his 
behalf. She agreed with her friend, that he must be a person of high 
rank, and even felt a degree of jealousy at the manner in which she 
spoke of him; for she had not beheld the stranger without a feeling 
of admiration, not a little new to her* 

During the ensuing week, t\\e Duchess continued at Mantua, without 
once resuming her mountain sports. , She frequently sent to inquire 
after the health of the wounded stranger* enjoining that he should be 
treated with the utmost attention and respect. Rut when he './as 
sufficiently recovered to appear before her, she /commanded a dress 
to be prepared for him of the same rude materials as his clo?J*, with 
coarse gaiters and thick shoes, like those of a Conxtnon labourer. In 
this attire he appeared before the beautiful Camilla, and the contrast 
she now observed between hte appearance and his manners tended to 
confirm her still more strongly in the opinion that he must be some 
person of rank. She first inquired, “ If he were perfectly recovered 
from his wound?" On his replying that he was, she continued: 
“ You will now then, young man, inform me respecting your real nanu: 
and country, as well as the reason of my meeting with you in those 
mountain solitudes, disguised in a dress somewhat different to that 
you now bear.’* Without the slightest appearance- of ionfusion, the 
youth replied as follows 

‘‘About four miles from the city of Ferrara, there is situated a small 
village, of which l am a native, bum under the sway of the noble Duke 
Philip. But as regards ray parents, I cannot speak with the same cer- 
tainty ; inasmuch as those who had the care of my education, always 
treated me in a manner far more respectful than those whom they 
called my brothers. This, indeed, was so remarkable, that I began 
to suspect there must be some mystery in it, and that I could hardly 
be their own child. Soon 1 was sent to the university oftPnvia, 
where 1 was carefully instructed in varipus branches of polite learn- 
ing. During the vacations, I again femmedinto my native village, 
and was universally looked up to by those of tny owtt age, and became 
a sort of dictator in «U their sports, quarrels, and cases of doubt or 
emergency. v : > / - 

“ Upon one occasion, alarge assemfefegeaf the coantrypeople took 
place at the village, in order to celebrate the annual festival of St. 
John the Baptist; Uke most bthers, the hhuseof my parents was 
filled with guests^ and ambng othe^ctoejAn. ^d friend, with his 
wife and only daughter. Her prodigy of 

beauty, the sight Of whtch mAde^ upon my imagi- 

nation, that it was long before I couid#rgct it; :> 

“1 had tried every method of making hef' sensible of the feelings 
she had inspired, but she was sdfaj* tdthepj^sfence either of her own 
parents or of mine; The sole reply I could obtain, were timid and 
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dow ncast looks. On the eve, however, of the expected fc&li v:»l, it so hap- 
pened, tl^it all the rest walked out, leaving her in care of the house till 
their icturn ; and 1 had thus an opportunity of explaining the young 
passion that consumed my heart. And so earnestly did I appeal to 
her tenderness and compassion, that She could not refuse to listen to 
me, though her parents ‘were , already in treaty with a substantial 
fanner, who soon afterwards joined them,, to bestow her hand in 
marriage. He arrived in the midst of the rural sports on the ensuing 
da\fo; nor was it long before the duke himself, attended by his son, a 
gallant youth, made his appearance. This gave redoubled animation 
to the scene, as they shewed a. marked interest in the emulation exhi- 
bited in the games, such as wrestling, racing, both on horse and foot, 
throwing the bar, and singmg and dancing ; to all of which fliey 
assigned some proof of their admiration at any superior display of 
strength or skill. I was fortunate enough to ' attract the eye of the 
young prince. Turning to his father, he extolled my performance in 
such terms, as to. excite me to fresh exertions, in all of which 1 sue 
ceecled in bearing away the palm. 

“ The duke now inquired my name ; and on being informed that I 
was the son of a poor labourer, yet withal well accomplished in learn- 
ing as well as* in rural sports, he sent for, me into his presence. He 
received me with much urbanity ; and the young prince was pleased 
to present me with a rich dress ; the same which I wore on the clay 
when your highness surprised me in the wood. He also invited me .to 
come to Ferrara, a proof of favour which excited ih me ambitious 
hopes, far above the views of my humble birth. Nevertheless, 1 had 
not yet forgotten the lovely Libia; at whose feet I laid the prizes won 
by me on that fortunate day. 

“ She receded them with manifest pleasure ; while the, attentions of 
her intruded husband were met with coolness and constraint. The 
festival being over, ike duke ^nd his train took their departure, ami 
my lovely rustic re|Urn v ed jalso to her native village. But unable tc> 
support her absence, in a few days I fallowed her, and few evening* 
passed that I could refrain from, repeating my, visits. These, how- 
ever, gave rise to such remafks^ that I was induced to continue them 
only under the. friendly shade of night j > when I could only converbx 
with her I loved through a > vile grated window. v At length, Libia con- 
fided our attachment to an aunt, 6tne<#ely loved by her, who strongly 
dissuaded her from ericouragingit; :/oh, 't&fc ground \of my superior 
education and prete^sip^^^ expres^ed doubts- of my 

honourable views ; ^ SO deeply, rooted as mv 

own, she judged it prodeat;^ decided and substantial 

offer. The change hr hermam^^t drat cut me to the heart. What 
was worse, in order to end ^mr tpfpgea&nt, she acquainted her 
other admirer with my secret solicitations. He became, desperately 
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mid to the best of these was assigned a rich golden chain of the value 
of one hundred and fifty crowns. The most celebrated Italian and 
Spanish musicians were invited to the Mantuan court, whose rare and 
rich concerts attracted all the beauty and chivalry of Italy from 
distant states. In all these exhibitions of love, poetry, and music, the 
most successful of all competitors was still the handsome stranger, 
who carried off prizes in every department of literature and art ; but 
most of all in his amatory lyrics and cliivalric romance. At the con- 
clusion of a grand festival given by Count Rosardo, on the l)uc\»ess 
having completed her twenty-first year, she expressed her desire to 
make a collection of all the poems that had been composed, in par- 
ticular those that had carried prizes in her praise. These were pre- 
sented to her soon after by the Count, contained in royal quarto, with 
gold letters and illustrations, and most splendidly bound. She re- 
reived it with a delicious smile, followed, however, by a gentle sigh, 
that did not escape the ear either of Clcnarda or the young stranger, 
who felt a thrill of sudden lapture that ran through his whole frame. 

1 hat evening she spent in her garden bowers, in company with her 
voung and beautiful attendants, hanging over the pages of the golden 
volume ; at times perusing or expounding doubtful and difficult pas- 
sages, until she came suddenly on some love verses, written for her por- 
trait by the stranger. She then drew inher breath, stopt, and blushed 
—a blush too that did not escape the Argus eye of her favourite 
Clcnarda. Though she ceased to read aloud, in her secret heart she 
confessed the surpassing power and beauty of Fabio’s poetry, to each 
specimen of which, some prize had been awarded. The names of 
the different authors, before unknown, were here given, and the 
Duchess seemed much amused in recognising them. But her favourite 
Clcnarda could not conceal her pleasure, and extolled the lyric 
effusions of the handsome stranger, beyond bounds, The x young 
Duchess remarked it, and, from the language of Clenarda, began for 
the fiist time to suspect the tendency of her own secret feelings. The 
discovery, however, seemed to give her no anxiety, for the difference 
of rank was a sufficient safeguard against the indulgence of more 
serious thoughts ? yet it pained her; to observe Clenardas 
undisguised admiration of her young protegd. . . 

From that period he continued to rise in the estimation of all rank.*, 
* such -wds the charm of his. conversation,,; and the affability of his 
manners. His . talents ;Were of a Jh)gh order,, and had not escaped 
the attention of tbeDuches&’s mihi$terS, ,iri particular of Count 
Rosaido, her former. tuto*; vdtoth.&he hightytespected, and retained 
at the head of her affairs* ‘ To evihed his sense of her favours, he now 
did all in his , power to render the strangOris residence at the court 
agreeable ; and display his merits ifi thtVfairest point of view. The 
nobleness of this proceeding may bfe estimated by the fact, that the 
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Count was sincerely attached to Clenarda before the arrival of Fabio, 
and thatjie was aware of the alteration in her manner towards him- 
self, and the light in which she regarded the accomplished stranger. 
Still he might justly aspire to her hand, being eviry way her equal, 
and boasting superior pretensions in point of rank and fortune, to 
those possessed by his rival, such as he supposed him to be. Thus 
lie left no honourable means unemployed, to recover his lost ground 
in the young lady's regard, with what degree of success will farther 
appear 

At present we must return to tbc love fortunes of the agreeable 
unknown. Could he, indeed, have dared to indulge a serious passion 
for the" lovely Duchess, or had he only meant to convey a poet’s 
thoughts and feelings in his beautiful love elegies, and lyric songs ■ 
l Jo fortunately, the exquisite grace and charm they boasted in* the 
eyes of her to whom they were addressed, arose out of their genuine 
fervour and truth. He was only too passionately attached to the 
lovely being he had: rescued from a cruel fate ; yet he was compelled 
to disguise his feelings under an allegorical and poetical dress. His 
eyes ventured not to reveal,, his lips to utter, the delicious secret of 
his breast. His days were no longer calm and cheerful, and his 
nights were jobbed of repose. He grew thoughtful and solitary ; 
lu* was n prey to disappointment, and the lover’s remorse, for having 
surrendered his affections without u struggle, or the most distant 
hope of a return. He was equally debarred from speaking his 
thoughts, and from flying from her presence, lest he should excite 
the displeasure of her he adored. He had no friend in whom to 
confide ; and to breathe his wishes, would be to provoke the fate of 
a traitor and a fool. He knew Jie was of noble birth, but not such 
as tQ authorise him to aspire to the hand of Mantua’s mistress, and 
the idol, of more than one princely heart. Soon, his. health began to 
give way under the torture and wretchedness of continually beholding 
her he loved ; whom it was . impossible he cotild ever possess. Count 
Kosardo perceived the change, and was at, a loss how to account for 
it, as Clenarda seemed to ‘smile upon him ; yet W generously sought 
to amuse him, and they continued even betterfriends than before. 

The state apartments assign/ * were situate under those 

belonging to the Duchess, the 1 r ~**^v£rlooked his win- 
dows. Among his other ****** a fin® taste for 

music, a fact of which the pu<h^ not yet informed. One night, 

while enjoying the fresc&ix IjJ^'jymdow^ he sought to divert his melan- 
choly by striking the thirds bf funning over a. variety of 

beautiful and difficult added his &» and rich 

voice, which catching the ear o^,04^Mhd he* Vtendanis,. they pro- 
ceeded to the balcony, eager to -lefefc whence suchoxqui?ifo music 
came, and extolling the skill of the new performer. * Camilla, when it 

it x * 



lm<l censed, despat died one of her pages to learn whose performance 
it had been ; and he shortly returned with intelligence, tliat^'t must be 
Lord Fa bio, as he had actually seen him with the instrument in his 
hand. 1 

She was delighted to hear these tidings, and Clenarda no less so, 
who secretly flattered herself, that the complaints and praises con- 
tained in the romantic songs they had just heard, were directed for her 
ear. IHil the Duchess had read another tale in the sad voice and ap- 
pealing eyes of the stranger, who now seemed to have lost cveif his 
usual self-command. Nor did she feel offended at the discovery ; for 
no woman, however high her rank, ever deplores .the effects of her 
beauty or her power *; and she now became more attached than before 
to her friend Clenarda, towards whom she had lately felt a degree of 
estrangement she could not well comprehend. At the same time, she 
felt it would be incumbent upon her rank, to check the aspiring hopes 
of hei young protegtf, in the manner we shall shortly relate. Clenarda, 
on her part, gave him to understand, as clearly as her eyes would per* 
i nit, that his attentions would not be disagreeable, at least to her. 
What was licr mortification to find, that all her tenderness was 
thrown away upon, or only met with melancholy or averted looks. 

One day, while thus engaged, the Duchess suddenly entered Fabio » 
apartments, and turning to him uilh an air of displeasure, said— “ To 
whom, Sir, may dm burden of those romantic songs you sung the other 
evening, that seem to steal away the hearts of all my hand-maids be 
addressed? are they not a little too bold and open?” Fabio stam- 
mered, and coloured deeply, and was some time before he could reply 
--*• Mere romances, please your highness ; and I would hope not bold, 
but lull of poetic truth and sentiments of honour.” “ You arc right, 
said Camilla, “could they only boast as much success as they do 
beauty. 1 * The young lover stood riveted to the spot ; for fty these 
words he knew that the secret passion of his soul was discovered, 
though she affected to believe that it applied to some other. There 
was a tenderness, likewise, in the tone she spoke, ill disguised under 
an appearance of anger ; and her colour came and went, as if under 
the influence of some strong emotion. “You confess, then, you were 
the author of that love rhapsody we heard the other evening ; did it 
soften the cruelty of the lady?** a question that brought burning 
blushes into the fair Clenarda’s cheek. 

“It did not,” replied Fabio ; “ that was impossible ; it did not even 
dare to aspire so high,” “ l do n«tt wonder,” returned the Duchess ; 
“ perhaps the boldness of the attempt was sufficient reward. I fear me 
the days are passed for love miracles, and it were unwise to expect 
them, though love, we are told, is known to confound all distinctions 
of rank/' “ That,” said Fabio, “ is what I intimated ; and the lady 
replied to my gentle appeal, that though success was out of the ques- 
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tion, the glory of having loved remained my own. To love the nio>t 
excellent^ nd beautiful for its own sake, is worth more than enjoying 
all that inferior beings can bestow upon us.” “ Those refined ideas in 
these matters,” replied the Duchess, “ have, we know, laid many a 
lovely head low, and should you ever be brought to that hapless pass, 
tell Iter she will at least be bound to give you a handsome monument, 
inscribed with lofty praises to your gentle shade, But now-a-days/’ 
she continued, laughing, “ no one ever dies of love.” Fabio was about 
to reply, when the Duchess,, interrupting him, continued, — u It is now 
time that I acquaint you with my attentions respecting your residence 
at this ^ourt. 1 wish to employ you in my service, and finding you so 
accomplished a musician, you shall be my court professor in this de- 
lightful art. Tell me, how would you like such an appointment.'* , At 
these words Fabio suddenly changed colour in such n way as to excite 
her attention ; but as quickly recovering himself, ho said, without the 
least show of anger, “ I n your service, princess, I should feel honoured 
in aecepting any situation most agreeable to you. However, it is a 
profession wholly new to me, as a profession ; and if it will please your 
highness only to command my poor powers of pleasing in this line, 
without any professional title, I shall always feel happy to obey you.* 1 
Mining said t\iis, he made his obeisance, and retired in no pleasant 
mood to another apartment. 

There he began bitterly to inveigh against his own folly, for not 
having earlier revealed his real rank, and thus subjected himself to 
what lie would have regarded as an insult from any other being in the 
world. As it was, his wounded pride could ill brook the tiial to which 
the lovely Duchess had subjected him ; and, in short, he fell griev- 
ously sick after it. When his life began to t>e despaired of, Camilla 
was concerned to think that her harshness had perhaps reduced him 
to so shd a pass. She called the best advice to his aid, and felt the 
more anxious as she was now convinced that he was of higher birth 
and pretensions than he appeared. 

Jt one day happened that she met her favourite Clcnarda proceeding 
to the patient's couch, with a dish of fruit and sweets ; and she ap- 
peared to wish to . avoid her. A pang of jealousy like that she had 
before felt, again seized the Duchess at this sight ; and she rather 
sharply reproved the lady for demeaning herself, like a common 
menial, by attending on a man, with whose real rank and character she 
was wholly unacquainted.; Perceiving her confusion, the Duchess 
became still more suspicious, aftd«even threatened, that in case she 
found her again in a similar errhr, the loss of her favour would assu- 
redly be the forfeit ; and she would be compelled to inform the young 
lady's father. Clenarda attempted to reply, but only burst into tears ; 
on seeing which, the beautiful Camilla instantly entreated her forgive- 
ness, and embracing her, declared that she had no intention of hu&ing 



her feelings ; for she herself had already began to feel the bitter sti.-.g 
of disappointed affection. 

About this time the King of Naples was engaged in a war with the 
Sicilians, and the other princes of Italy attached themselves to one or 
the other party. The care and kind attentions of the Duchess having 
soon wrought an improvement in Fabio's health, he was now nearly 
enabled to leave his apartment. And ho sooner did he obtain notide 
of the expected campaign, than he summoned his friend Count Ro- 
sardo to his apartments. There, in confidence, he acquainted him 
with 'bis intentions of joining the army of the King of Naples ns 
speedily as possible. This lie further proposed to put in execution 
without informing the Duchess, lest his departure should be delayed or 
pt evented. “He had come,” he ‘said, “to the resolution of distin- 
guishing himself in some way that should entitle him, at least, to some 
more honourable distinction than that of becoming a court musician, 
and merely for the fault of having tried to amuse himself one evening 
with a song, when he had felt rather melancholy.” Ilis friend, the 
Count, did not attempt to dissuade him from pursuing his object ; and 
the loss so, as lie hoped his absence would be favourable to his re- 
covering his Clcnarda’s good opinion, and making her his, if possible, 
before Fabio’s return to the court. He declared that it ‘was a resolu- 
tion every way worthy of the noble blood from which he doubted not 
he must have sprung, whenever he judged right to make known his 
real birth. Nor did he disguise liis reasons for speaking thus ; ac- 
quainting his friend with the long and hopeless attachment he had 
home Clenarda ; and he was assured in return, that the idea of her 
had never crossed his (Fabio’s) thoughts. At the same time he 
thanked the Count for his noble and kind attentions to him, the real 
worth of which he had not before so fully known. He then prepared 
to write a letter to the Duchess, expressing his unceasing gratitude, 
and sentiments of profound respect ; giving also his reasons for the 
step he was about to take. 

He was readily supplied by the Count with everything requisite to 
his new undertaking ; and accompanied by a single attendant, he set 
nut on the same night for Naples. 

It so happened, that on the ensuing morning the Duchess sent her 
page to enquire after his health, and if well enough, to request his 
attendance. She had not hitherto seen him since his recovery ; and 
on her page's return, she learnt that he had found the entire suite of 
his apartments open, and that he could ho where meet with him. 
Enquiries were then made throughout the palace, and next through the 
city, with the same result. 

At length, an account was brought of his having been seen with 
bis servant, proceeding on his way from the city. The real truth 
flashed in- a moment on the Duchess’s mind, and she felt much hurt. 
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Doubtless his departure had been owing to his respect for Count Ro- 
sarclo, :#id a sense of wounded pride, in having received her offer of a 
subordinate situation ; and she could not but honour Ids motives, 
while she lamented her own imprudence. What confirmed her in this 
opinion, was his own letter, now presented her by the hand of Count 
Kosardo, the perusal of which redoubled her regret. If it were not 
love she felt, it was something very nearly allied to it. Hut that it was 
not a passion like that of Clenarda’s, the intense grief and disappoint- 
ment displayed by the latter, fully proved. This at once awakened 
Camilla’s anger and compassion. She sent instantly for Count Ro- 
sardo, *yul inquired if he were aware of Fabio’s intention to quit the 
city. Rosardo did not attempt to deny what had passed between 
them. The Duchess reproached him for not communicating the in- 
telligence ; not that she would have thought of preventing his depar- 
ture, but that he might have no cause of complaint in any way against 
► the court of Mantua. 

She then retired to her own apartments, where she again perused 
Fabio’s letter, and gave freer vent to the feelings it inspired, in the 
recesses of her own heart, where the importance and duties of her rank 
no longer imposed silence, she felt a sad bereavement of enjoyment, in 
losing the uifknown, but accomplished lover. Her attachment, also, 
accmcd to grow more and more by his absence ; and to all her doubts 
and wishes succeeded a pensiveness* and languid dejection, which no 
amusement, and no sense of duty, could remove. She still struggled 
against it; and with the view of trying change of scene, she set out for 
one of her villas, about six miles distant from Mantua. It was a place 
that presented all the attractive charms of rural life, and had been a 
favourite resort of the dukes of Mantua ; much like the paradise of 
Aranjuez with the kings of Spain. 

This/was the first time she had gone thither unaccompanied by her 
favourite Clenarda— no longer a favourite, and now suffering under 
severe illness, and all the sorrow of unrequited affection. There, too, 
she was soon followed by a new ambassador from the Duke of Modena, 
with proposals for an alliance in marriage. But they were now more 
decidedly rejected than before, and he returned to bis master with the 
old story of a bootless errand. The Duke’s pride was deeply wounded ; 
this, he said, was really past enduring, and his former love and ad- 
miration began to partake of something very like hatred and revenge. 
He even swore to risk his dukedom, sooner than see her bestow her 
band upon'another ; in pursuance of which design he resolved upon 
her abduction. He fixed on her residence at the villa as the most 
favourable opportunity ; thence he would convey her to his own capital, 
retain liei at Modena some days, and then send her back to her own 
state, under the plea of not finding her a suitable match : after which 
proceeding he imaged few would like to court her alliance. ^ 
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Meanwhile Fabio had arrived at the city of Naples, where he had 
the mortification to learn that the differences between the two belli- 
gerents had already been adjusted. On this he felt the utmost desire 
to return to Mantua*; absence only had the effect of increasing at once 
his grief and his love. At the same time he resolved to conceal the 
knowledge of his intention, his pride not permitting him to present 
himself openly before the court, so soon after secretly leaving it in the 
hope of signalizing himself by some exploit. Besides, he might have 
sought another scene of action in Germany, where the emperor vJas 
engaged in a war with Denmark, and the King of France was also on 
the same terms with England. 13ut he could not resist the temptation 
of being near her he loved ; and on arriving at Mantua, where he heard 
that she had retired to her country seat, he forthwith resolved on fol- 
lowing her thither. It was late in the evening as he approached the 
villa, and under the favour of the deepening shadows, he eagerly 
sought to catch a glance of her person from some balcony or other 
.spot, as she appeared to enjoy the fresco . While thus employed, he 
observed a number of men in close parley under a row of trees in the 
public walk, not far from a battlement that adjoined the park. Their 
appearance excited Fabio’s curiosity, and he contrived to approach 
near enough to be within hearing, concealing himself under the shelter 
of the night, close to the spot. “ Your excellency,” said one, “is about 
to engage in a very difficult enterpi ise, and, 1 fear, not without some 
risk of your person. Should you escape it now, yet doubtless in carry- 
ing 01 f the Duchess, it will be followed by war, not only with Mantua, 
but with all those neighbouring princes who aspire to Camilla’s hand, 
and who, for reasons of policy, will take her part. Besides, your ex- 
cellency, by this proceeding, will forfeit all title to her regard, for 
although you may detain her by force at Modena, you cannot compel 
her to become yours. Do, my lord, consider the matter, and «hat I 
only give this advice for your own benefit.” The other replied (whom 
Fabio now knew to be no other than the Duke of Modena), “ I left my 
own court with the decided resolution of taking the young Duchess 
by surprise in this her unguarded retreat ; let those whose craven 
hearts misgive them, return home, and I alone will carry into effect 
my own project : i will bear the proud beauty from this place, or 
perish in the attempt. Have I not already the consent of Leonido 
to admit me through the first gate at midnight, when all are at 
rest, and does not the darkness of the night and everything second 
the attempt ? We have only to wait patiently under these trees until 
I give the sign, and I am sure of my man ; he is bribed up to the 
mark.” 4 

The party then seated themselves on the green turf to await the 
occasion ; while Fabio, astonished at what he had heard, hastened 
back ju the spot where he had left his servant, whom lie forthwith 
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despatched in search of Count Rosardo, with an injunction to bring 
him b«ifk with him precisely to the same spot. 

The Count was found by the messenger in his ywn apartment, and 
expressed no little surprise at the earnest solicitation of Fa bio to 
attend him at that hour on business of importance. At first he sus- 
pected it must be a challenge, for what else could have induced Fabio 
to retrace his steps so soon after his resolute departure from Mantua. 
Reing a man of courage, the Count took his sword and buckler, and 
followed liis guide to the place where Fabio awaited them. After a 
polite salutation Fabio first addressed him: “You would naturally 
conjecture, my lord, that my sudden return to Mantua must be owing 
to some delicate affair, in which a lady is concerned. You are already 
aware of the termination of the war, and .though 1 might have sought 
employment in other countries, yet 1 judged it most fitting to return 
hither, hearing that a certain knight had arrived, who was very 
• desirous of seeing me.” Thus much did he state to the Count, to give 
a fair colour to his return ; assuring him that he had come to wait 
upon him at the villa, with the intention of concealing himself from 
the eye of the Duchess. u So well too have I timed my arrival, as 
become instrumental in bringing to light a foul treason, even now 
upon the point of being put into execution.” He then acquainted 
him with the whole plot, and the treason of Leonido,who had actually 
concerted to give the Duke admission into the villa. RosardoV. 
astonishment was such as almost to deprive him of the power of 
deciding upon what was best to be done, but Fabio soon removed his 
doubts, by declaring, that the Duchess ought by no means to be made 
acquainted with the plot until after the danger was over. The plan of 
conducting the affair was determined upon as follows : — It was first 
of all necessary to secure the person of Lconido, while Fabio, on his 
part, Was to fall in with the views of the Duke, So as to decoy the 
whole party into certain capture. This being accomplished, the 
Duchess was to be made acquainted With the attempt, and the sudden 
arrest of the illustrious prisoner. The stratagem seemed to promise 
well, and Count Rosardo instantly sought the company of the traitor 
Leonido, and after having sometime conversed with him in his own 
apaitment, he dexterously turned the key upon him as he went out, 
and placed two soldiers in guard at the entrance. He next placed 
eight cavaliers on whom he' knew he could rely, at the entrance to the 
palace, while he himself determined to head a body-guard of twelve 
more, intended for the special protection of the Duchess. This done, 
he returned to the spot where Fabio expected him, to whom lie- 
related what had passed, and proceeded, as if, on Leon i do’s pan, to 
communicate with the Duke. He was found on the very spot where 
Fabio had last seen him ; and the artful Count, as if commissioned by 
Leonido, declared that he had come to guide his excellency to the 



During''* presence, where be would assuredly succeed in his intended 
object. Such was the Duke’s infatuation, that lie easily believed him 
to be Leon id o'* agynt, feeling assured that no one but he was ac- 
quainted with the secret ; and he agreed with his companions to 
accompany the Count into the palace. He led them into one of the 
lower halls, and leaving them in perfect security, he assured them he 
would almost instantly return with Lconido. There they stood safe in 
custody, under lock and key, while Rosardo hastened to advise Fabio 
of the success of their project. The Count then sought the 
Duchess’s chambers, who had not yet retired to rest, and revealed to 
her the whole of the plot, to her infinite indignation and astonishment. 

With a strong party the Count next proceeded to secure the Duke's 
person, and on the doors being opened, the guards entered. At first 
he prepared to make a vigorous defence ; till the Count, declaring 
him a prisoner in the Duchess's name, summoned his attendants to 
yield their arms, as they valued their master’s and their own lives. 
The Duke’s companions instantly complied, assuring him that it 
would only be piovoking their fate to offer a weak and ineffectual re- 
MStnncc. Upon this, the Duke handed his sword to Count Rosardo, 
ohsemng : ‘‘The lovely Camilla must be well aware that only love 
and anxiety brought me hither, and no evil purpose. All indeed is 
owing to my deep regret and disappointment at not having been 
deemed worthy of obtaining the honour of her fair hand.” “ And so 
it is rightly considered,” replied the ciaft\^ Rosardo, “your excellent} 
may safely \ cntv.ro therefore to come along w'ith me.” He then at- 
tended his illustrious prisoner to a state-tower in the palace, where he 
w'as provided with every thing becoming his station. This v»'as a 
severe blow upon the Duke, nor tlie l*^s so to be deprived of his own 
attendants, who were removed to different prisons. 

On returning to the Duchess, the Count was questioned by hw as to 
the manner in. which he had been enabled to detect the Duke\ 
design ; and he was at length induced to confess that it was Fabio 
w ho had first discovered it. The Duchess expressed her gratitude in 
the most lively terms, no less than her high satisfaction on his return. 
She instantly gave orders for him to appear before her, and a search 
was made throughout the whole palace, but in vain. He had set out 
with his servant the moment he had heard of the Duke’s capture, and 
taken up his quarters at a little place about a mile without the city of 
Mantua, where he intended to pas's the night. 

Finding all their researches ineffectual, Count Rosardo concluded 
that he had purposely absented himself, in order not to be recognised 
hv the Duchess. Camilla felt much hurt, as it had been her wish to 
bestow- upon him some high office, as a reward for his signal services. 
At the KU«Hfc,time. she consoled herself w r ith the idea, that, ere long, 
he jjmwfpjptai be seen at court. 
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The report of what had passed at the palace, brought the inhabit- 
ants of Mantua in crowds on the ensuing day, to assure thcm.iclves 
respecting the Duchess 1 safety ; and on Duke Ernest, Clcnardo’s 
father, devolved the duty of explaining the affair, Snd examining the 
parties concerned in it. 

This last process took place without farther delay. The able and 
experienced minister ordered the culprits to be brought before him 
separately, threatening them with the severest penalties, if they 
refHscd to reveal the whole truth. Three among them instantly con- 
fessed ; accusing Lconido of having treacherously entered into the 
plot, with the intention of betraying their sovereign mistress. Others 
averred that the sole blame was to be imputed to the violent passion 
entertained by the Duke, who had flattered himself that by obtaining 
the lovely Camilla’s acquaintance while residing in that delightful 
retreat, he might so far ingratiate himself as to merit the honour of 
her hand. Hut Lconido’s treason being clearly proved, orders were 
gi\en that he should be brought into the city, and fuithwith condemned 
to lose his head, before the assembled multitude. 

This accordingly took place ; after which the Duchess was desirous 
of having an interview with her illustrious prisoner. He was con* 
diii: ted into h£r presence, and there he beheld, seated in her dravving- 
:u(»m, the proud and indignant, vet lovely Duchess, prepared to receive 
him. The Duke made the most humble and courteous obeisance in 
ins power, testifying his submission ; to which the fair Camilla replied 
by a somewhat «tern and distant motion of her head. By order, a 
*eat was placed for the prisoner, at some distance from the footstool 
of the stately canopy beneath which she sat, and she then addressed 
hersdf to him as follows : — 

i know not, my Lord Duke of Modena, what motive may have 
mducon you to embrace such a design as that of which your own al- 
-^.id-ints accuse you. Of a truth, the lords of the house of Mantua 
have ever shewn themselves friends of yours, and little deserved so 
-igniting and base a return for their courtesy. True friendship is one 
•lung, and individual taste another. In respect to the first, you would 
never ha\e experienced the slightest diminution on my pari ; and for 
the second, it is not that I have refused to do justice lo your merits, 
■>/ c.1^1 1 lie slightest imputation upon your good character; my sole 
otfence consists in my objecting at present to enter into the married 

'jt.ite. 

" My own mother, if you will recal to mind, was not so exceedingly 
b *ppy in that state, as to lead me £0 embrace it at once, without ample 
consult ration. Is it wonderful that I should wisji to avoid some years 
r -lav cry ? I am both esteemed and obeyed in my own state ; anti 
;« (though my subjects be desirous that I should give them a master, in 
o'.dvr to secure the succession of our line, their wishes are not such as 
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lo annoy me. For this reason, I naturally long to delay the period of 
my subjection, which surely may be granted without being interpreted 
into an insult against those neighbouring lords and princes who offer 
me their hand. lt c you indeed sincerely wished me to become yours, 
you would rather have attempted to persuade, than to outrage my 
feelings. And what had you to hope from the success of your design, 
in case you had really carried me away to your own court? Did you 
imagine I should ever submit to violence ; arc you of opinion that 
power and rigour can more effectually win woman’s regard, than 
humility and courtesy of demeanour? Could you suppose that such 
lcmciily would fail to excite the* indignation of .nil my subject?-? In 
order to give you to understand how far I value your attempts —how 
far 1 fear you, from this moment 1 set you at liberty, and grant per- 
mission for your attendants to accompany you back to your own city. 
You arc also at liberty to do your worst ; but I would rather caution 
>ou to be more gallant, and give no farther occasion, by any instance i 
of pride and baseness, to punish you more severely than 1 have 
done.'* 

llsiiing uttered these words, the Duchess, without awaiting a reply, 
left the drawing-room lor an adjoining apartment. The Duke, terribly 
exasperated at the manner in which the beautiful ‘Camilla had 
chastised his temerity, hurried back to his prison without uttering a. 
word. There he was treated to a splendid repast, but felt little 
appetite lor the dainties set before him. On its conclusion a mes- 
senger on the part of the Duchess cattle to acquaint him that the 
carriages were in readiness to coin cy him and his party to the place 
iiom whence they came. 

Overwhelmed with shame and disappointment, the Duke instantly 
set out ; and by the time he reached Modena, he found an ambassador 
from the Duchess ready to receive him, who politely insisted un the 
return of certain troops, sent in aid of the Modenese by her father, 
when much in want of it. To this demand the Duke made reply, that 
in the state in w hich he had inherited his dominions from his father, 
so would he preserve them ; and those troops also were a part ot such 
inheritance; for which reason, God willing, he. would retain them. 
With this laconic reply the ambassador returned to the court ot the 
fair Camilla, where it excited the greatest astonishment. A council 
was forthwith held, and it was agreed, that since so fair a claim was 
resisted, it would be necessary to recover a right thus usiuped by 
force of arms. A levy of men was instantly set on foot ; while the 
Duke of Modena, on his part, was not idle ; having concluded upon 
war in consequence o/ the' refusal to return the troops ; for instead of 
doing this he everywhere doubled them. 

Having soon raised a choice body of troops, Count Rosardo was 
piaa.d m their head, by order of the Duchess, as a man of approved 
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course, experience, and skill, lie led them in stiiel older arrets 
the Mantuan territories into the Modenese. Now our lu.ro, Fabio, 
v. as residing in that little village near Mantua, and had heaid every 
r\ ent that took place, not a little gratified at the •bi^li and generous 
3r>t rit shown by the Duchess in defending her own right and honour. 

On the war breaking out, he flew to lend the fair Camilla the 
support of his arm, being lesolvcd to defend her, or perish in the 
attempt. In the first encounter between the rival armies, he signalised 
h’o^elf in a manner to draw the whole eyes of the army upon his 
deeds. Count Kosardo, too, observed him, and after the battle, made 
Mrictjnquiry respecting the name of the noble volunteer, lie \v:n 
■.eon just as be was retiring for the night into a small cottage, and 
was informed that he must instantly appear before the commander-in- 
ch u*f. 

He complied, and was instantly recognised, to the no small satis- 
faction of the Count. He insisted on Fabio sharing his own quarter.-, 
hinting him as a dear friend and companion in arms, to dine and to 
repose in the same tent. Fa bio's reputation was already brilliant, 
and an account of his conduct was transmitted to the Duchess*. 
Camilla owned her vast obligations to the handsome stranger, anti 
: ”hed for termination of the war in order to reward him as lie 
deserved. 

Whilst the war continued, Camilla never left the walls of Mantua, 
being actively engaged in preparing supplies for her army, livery 
evening before the gates or the palace were closed, the guards went 
c»und the city walls, carefully examining every part, and round the 
\icinity. On one occasion, close to one of the old towers, they sm- 
prised a man lying first asleep. Upon being rudely awakened, he 
manifested the utmost confusion, and was unable to reply a word. 

11 ys excited suspicion, and he was instantly secured, and brought 
Into the presence of the Duchess, who, on being informed of the 
manner in which he had been taken, inquired whence he had come t 
The prisoner answered, that he was a subject of the Duke of Ferrara, 
and native of a village about four miles from that city. “ And how is 
}our venerable Duke?” again inquired the Duchess ; “does he not 
yet think of marriage, seeing that he has no heir to succeed him in 
his estate ? ” “ It is not that,” replied the prisoner, “ which gives him 
any anxiety at present ; it is the loss ot his natural son, young Rugero, 
my lord and master, for whom I am now in search, since the time he 
disappeared from the court of Ferrara,” “ And for what reason might 
he abscond?" asked the Duchess. “Of that,” replied the man, 
•• should your excellency be at all desirous o/ hearing more, I can 
gratify your wish in a few words/* Camilla intimated her curiosity to 
hear the full particulars; and the stranger proceeded to obey her 
commands in the following manner. 
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“ Upon the death of the unfortunate Ludovico, the Duke’s only 
legitimate son, the next heir to the ducal sceptre was an £gcd but 
ambitious cavalier, named Kenato, his own cousin. Perceiving that 
the Duke was plfinged irt affliction at the sad event, he sought to 
beguile his grief in the best way he could. One day, when they were 
conversing together, the Duke informed his relative of the circum- 
stance of his having a natural son, then resident in the village where 
V was, in order to screen him from the jealous eye of the Duchess. 
Here, though he had obtained the best education at the University of ' 
Pavia, he appeared in the character of a mere rustic, brought up in 
the house of Tirreno, a poor countryman, albeit he is my own father. 
Now the Duke gave his kinsman, Kenato, to understand, that it was 
his desire that the young man, who possessed admirable talent, and a 
noble disposition, should succeed him in his dukedom, there being 
many examples of the kind, in case of the failure of the legitimate 
branch. The proud Kenato was little ilattcied at this intimation, 
which went to cut off himself and his sons from what he deemed his 
rightful inheritance ; but he contrived to disguise his real feelings. 
Soon after the Duke sent to inform his cousin, that it was his inten- 
tion to have his son, Rugero, brought from his retreat, and owned as 
his successor, in a manner becoming his high station* I was the 
person despatched to bear him letters from the Duke, on this occa- 
sion, and your excellency may imagine the delighted feelings of 
Rugero on learning, that, instead of being a poor rustic, he was the 
son of a great prince. 

lt Notwithstanding the desire of keeping this some time longer a 
secret, the happy Rugero could not longer conceal that he was no 
more my brother, and the son of my poor father. During this interval, 
Renal o was not idle ; for, having taken counsel with his wife and 
sons, the result of their indignant and disappointed feelings ,was a 
resolution to effect their design, by procuring the death of him who 
stood between them and their succession. Prince Renato had great 
influence at Ferrara, though not by any means popular or beloved ; 
and he, with little difficulty, organized a plot with some of the most 
abandoned hirelings in the place, to accomplish the death of his 
nephew Rugero. By a fortunate circumstance, being then in the city, 
and acquainted with the friends of some of the parties, I got intelli- 
gence' of the affair, and forthwith wrote word of it to Rugero, whom 1 
advised to depart instantly, and in secret, from the village. This he 
accordingly did * and I, and one of my brothers, were companions of 
his flight. That very evening had been fixed upon for the perpetra- 
tion of the horrid deed ; the assassins were commissioned by their 
employer to break into the house, and dispatch the young Rugero in 
his bed. . 

“jThe Dufce, now becoming anxious for his son’s arrival, in order to 
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announce him as his intended successor, and unacquainted with what 
had passed, sent to inquire the reason, and was informed by one of his 
principal ministers of his son’s sudden flight. It directly struck him 
that Renato was in some way concerned in this, and he sent for him 
into liis presence. At the same time, the families of the assassins 
were arrested, and the Duke issued orders that they should not be 
liberated until tidings of his son’s sa'fety should be obtained. These 
soon came to hand, and were communicated by my father, who first 
received them, to the Duke, without a moment’s delay. They con- 
tained an account of all that had occurred to Rugcro, from the time of 
his leaving the village. The Duke then commanded the most diligent 
inquiries to be set on foot on all sides. These, however, were fruitless ; 
no tidings of him were received ; and it was concluded that he must 
cilhc* have passed into Spain, or have died at some obscure spot. 
This supposition added to the Duke’s affliction, and had it not been 
lor the society of an only daughter, to soothe his declining days, the 
lot of Ferrara’s Duke would be little enviable, splendid as is his 
station. 

“ Hearing at length of the war with the I)ukc of Modena, it struck 
me that my young lord might possibly have joined the ranks of your 
army, and, incompliance witli the Duke’s wishes, I instantly resolved 
to seek him there. Yesternight I arrived on my way at this city, and 
finding no other quarters open to me, I even laid my weary limbs to 
rest on the spot where your guards surprised me.” 

“ And what,” inquired the Duchess, “ might be the name of the young 
prince of whom you speak ? n 

“ He goes by the name of Fablo,” answered the man ; “and I would 
it were my fortune to meet him.” 

At once startled and delighted at this intelligence, the Duchess yet 
more eagerly observed ; “ Of a truth, there was one of that name, 
and from your territory, who*sometime sojourned at this court. I it was 
who met with him, when engaged in the chase upon the mountain 
side, not far from the city, and our encounter had nigh cost him his 
life.” The Duchess here related the whole occurrence, describing very 
accurately his appearance and dress, in order that he might more 
easily be recognised. “That is he— it is,. indeed, the same — w ex- 
claimed the stranger with a cry of joy, “no other .than Rugcro ; and 
can your excellency inform me if he still, remain here ? ” 

Equally gratified as the other, the buchess replied ; “ He is not, 
indeed, in this city at present ; for I am informed he is engaged with 
the army in defending myjserson from the attempts of the Duke of 
Modena ; and he had never informed me who he really was.? 1 It were 
needless to observe, Jlhat the stranger was notv set at liberty, and 
liberally rewarded ; while the joy of the Duchess received a fresh ac- 
cession, by letters from her commander, Count Rosardo, stating how the 
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I hike of Modena’s army liad been routed, and himself taken caplivc, by 
Liu: hand of Fabio ; or rather the young prince of Ferrara. Already, 
too, the army was on its way back to Mantua, with the gallant young 
R uger o and Couilt Rosardo at its head. It was now the heart of the 
fair Duchess first began to beat, and that tumultuously, with the new 
hopes this discovery of the high birth, and approved worth and valour 
of her former .protege had excited. Her pride had before forbidden 
her to love ; but now she knew and felt that she loved : — loved with a 
fervour and devoledness, that gathered additional force and intensity 
in mi her former pride and coolness. Now, if he too loved, he might 
aspire to lur hand. — Would lie do so? Her first step was to send 
Icllcis to the Duke of Ferrara, earnestly entreating, that as lie hoped 
in hear tidings most dear to him, he wojuld he pleased to resort to the 
city of Mantua, and bring with him his beloved daughter, whom she 
was extremely desirous of seeing, being on most amicable terms, the 
Duke lost no time in complying with Camilla’s request, bringing along 
with him his daughter. They were received in the most splendid style 
by the young Duchess, into whose presence they were ushered through 
a long line of nobles, and courtiers of the first rank. She expressed 
her joy at their arrival, and invited them, after partaking of a sumptu- 
ous repast, to retire to repose, in order to be better prepared to hear- 
liappy tidings, and share in the triumph of the morrow, when she ex- 
pected the icturn of her victorious army, with its illustrious prisoner, 
the captive duke, and other prisoners of rank. 

On the ensuing day the princely party took their station at a mag- 
nificent balcony, commanding a view' of the leading street, by which 
the army, led by its triumphant cavalcade, and followed by its 
prisoners, was to appear. Expectation was excited to the highest 
pitch, and the windows, roofs of houses, and every spot, seemed alive 
with spectators eager to catch a glimpse of the novel scene. 

'First appeared the general in chief, Count Rosardo, leading the van- 
guard ; the captive Duke was seen in the midst of a squadron of 
horse, and next came his conqueror, the valiant Rugero,who had taken 
him single-handed in the tield. What were his feelings in thus pre- 
senting himself before the eyes of the lovely Camilla, whom he so pas- 
sionately loved, whom he had rescued f?om the grasp of a hated rival, 
and brought him in chains to do penance at her feet? How her eye, 
too, brightened ; how heaved her bosom, as with flushed check she saw 
her conqueror approach, all unconscious of the presence of his princely 
father, and the glorious reception and prospects in store for him. 
Now he approached her, led by Count Rosardo, and kneeling at her 
feet, received the proffered hand, which he pressed with thrilling 
emotion to his lips. 1 At this moment a burst of general applause was 
heard from the vast assemblage around, and Camilla’s countenance 
was lit up with joy, as she sat by the old Duke’s daughter, and pointed 
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them both out to her enraptured lover. Yet she wished to put his 
passion # and devotedness for her still more to the proof, and feigning 
an indifference she could not feel, she said, “ here. Prince Rugero, is 
a lady with whose hand I wish to reward your higli services ; she is 
the daughter of a nobleman of distinction, and the. kind Duke of 
Ferrara has already given his consent. Inform me, then, if you will 
be quite happy in complying with his wishes, for the Duke, as you see, 
has deigned to honour my courMvith his presence.” 

kt these words Rugcro changed colour, and could not conceal his 
confusion from his fair tormentor. Perceiving, however, that she too 
was nutated and even trembled, he summoned his courage and thus 
replied : “ I feci most grateful to your excellency for this proof of 
your regard, and rejoice to find that the rustic Libia has found noble 
parents to protect her. My former attentions to her, before I knew 
either who I was or who she was, I scruple not to confess, but that is 
past. I was compelled to leave my father’s house, owing to the at- 
tempt of some villains who sought my life. Delighted I am to have 
rendered you some small service against the treachery and violence 
of your foes ; but, while I thank you, I must decline the proffered 
alliance, and throw lpyself for forgiveness at the feet of my honoured 
father, and ciUve his blessing.” The Duke, raising him up, shed tears 
of joy over his return; and to crown Rugero’s joy, the Duchess now 
stretched forth her hand, and standing with him before his father, 
avowed her love, and intreated him to accept her as a daughter as 
the gallant Rugcro’s wife. 

They then joined hands and knelt at the feet of the old Duke, who 
gave them his blessing ; at the sight of which the people raised 
another deafening shout of applause, in which all joined except the 
unfortunate Duke of Modena, who stood writhing in all the bitterness 
of disappointed love and ambition. But the old Duke of Ferrara 
stood his friend, and on condition of a simple apology for his conduct, 
he was set at liberty ; and Camilla generously solicited the Duke, in 
her turn, that he would bestow upon her cousin of Modena the hand 
of the beautiful Lisaura, now presented to him as the sister of Rugero, 
and the lovely pledge of future amity and love. The Duke of Modena 
instantly closed with the offer with the best possible grace, and, no 
longer a prisoner, joined the festive board. 

The same day beheld the union of the two princes and the Count 
Rosardo with the objects whom they held most dear upon earth. The 
three marriages were solemnized at the court of Mantua, among all whose 
inhabitants no one heart experienced more true rapture than that of 
their lovely Duchess, in receiving the bridal salute from the Hips of 
Prince Rugero. 


K K. 



THE MASK. 


Near the celebrated city of Madrid, lies a favourite promenade, 
called LI Campo de Lcganilos, affording a' delightful resoit during t la- 
sultry summer evenings, to the most distinguished ladies and cavalier:, 
of the Spanish court. Casting aside their fashionable attire, it is there' 
they appear under the cool and friendly shadows of twilight, to enjoy ail 
its freshness, in simple dishabille, and throwing off much of the cere- 
mony and restraint appertaining to state occasions. The vicinity, more- 
over, of the deep bay of Guadarrama, adds its cool, inviting influence, 
tempering the rage of the canicular beams, no less with its delicious 
freshness, than with the pme and gentle breezes that ruffle its surface. 

One evening, when not even the moon shed her silvery beams, there 
ventured forth two fair ladies, who had their residence near the spot, 
to partake the evening fragrance, mingled with the murmurs of wave 
and breezes from the delicious fountains of Lcganitos. They were 
accompanied by two female domestics, — were delicately -arrayed in 
light embroidered dresses, with richly ornamented girdles ; and, to 
command greater respect, were followed at a respectable distance, 
so as not to infringe upon any little exuberance or flashes of gentle 
mirth, by an ancient squire, ready to assert his chivalry on any sudden 
emergency, but whose gallant motto was “ Ne Detis intersit, nisi,” 

With this understanding, then, the two ladies and their damsel*, 
with their old duenna just in sight enough not to sec without occa- 
sion, directed their course along the great road of the College called 
Donna Maria de Aragon, down towards the said fountain of I*cga- 
nitos. When within about forty paces, they perceived a man habited 
in somewhat coarse and rustic garments, with his grey cloth cloak, a 
hunting cap of the same, a capote with two skirts, and white linen 
trowsers. On approaching nearly’ in a line with the' ladies, he con- 
trived to place hiinself by the side of the most beautiful of the two, 
named Seraftna. The other was her sister Theodora; and by his 
manner he appeared desirous of introducing himself to their better 
acquaintance; u Of a truth,” he began , 41 the moon is ashamed of dis- 
• her less radiant beams to-night; itirketh her, peradventure, to 
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be outshone in this her favourite and delicious spot.*’ lSotli his fair 
listener* looked with some surprise upon hearing a compliment couched 
in words like these, from the lips too of an apparent clown. Hut 
perceiving they had fixed their eyes upon him with an expression of 
surprise, lie rather drew back, and sought to conceal his features in 
his rustic cloak, without, however, leaving the spot; Heing of a lively 
turn, and, like most other women, fond of novelty, Scrafina was unable 
to resist her curiosity to clear up this apparent mystery, and in .1 
pUyful stylo she suddenly lifted up his mask, observing Let us 
draw up the curtain, sister, and see the face of this new actor ; he lias 
alrcacV piqued my fancy ; only think of hearing the flattering courtier 
break through all the restraints of this rude disguise — it is a poor 
device.” 

“ I would not willingly,” said the stranger, “think you so indifferent 
to your own charms, as not to have seen them reflected far more 
brightly in the truth-telling mirror, than my poor praises can ever 
succeed in doing.” 

“ Oh,” replied Scrafina, “ flattery is a cheap commodity ; yet, such 
as it is, I suspect you would hardly have bet n guilty of uttering it, had 
you always been condemned to wear these simple rustic Meeds. Dis- 
guise , however, is sometimes convenient, and perhaps you have doffed 
\ our holiday suit this evening, the better to beguile a leisure hour after 
the cares of state.” 

“ There, lady, you deceiye yourself ; humble birth should boast no 
rich raiment ; but surely high thoughts and a heart of couitesy, need 
not always be denied it.” 

“ And of what such lofty thoughts be sprung,” returned Serafinn, as 
she withdrew somew'hat apart from ihe throng, M I should like well to 
know.” The stranger, drawing nearer, said : 

I\iy thoughts, lady, such as they be, aim at reaching something 
higher than my condition doth seem to promise ; and they have now 
attained half their object in being imparted to one capable of giving 
to them fresh strength and lustre.” 

“You there at least misapply them,” replied the lady ; “for if you 
imagine that you have fallen in with some person in disguise, I am 
bound to undeceive you, and to add, that you can profit nothing from 
such an idea. You are come to se£k employment at court, I presume.” 

“ No,” said the stranger, “I had never that vanity; with my poor 
parts it were impossible. But in regard to my good fortune in having 
met with you, l am not without hopes that 1 should merit it, and win 
your good opinion, were I permitted to enjoy sufficient opportunity. 
For not in vain, I trust, did I direct mjr&teps to*tbis delicious spot.” 

“ Dreaming only to refresh myself,” returned Serafina, “ in the cool 
air of those clear fountains, there can be no objection tg olir passing 
the time away in conversation with one who seems to love it so^ell,” 
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“You do me infinite honour, and equal pleasure/ replied the 
stranger ; “ and the greater in proportion to the little title I eun boast 
to them.’* % 

“ Then as you hope to be saved/ replied Serafina, smiling, “ pray 
indulge my curiosity, and tell me what caprice has put it into your 
head to-night, to assume this odd disguise. To be sure, I have 
my suspicions that you are only patiently awaiting the appointed 
hour when you expect to be admitted into some more pleasing 
society/* 

“ Not so/ said the stranger, M I am so complete a novice in the 
ways of this court, that I have not yet met with any similar adv'nture. 
This you sec is my real dress, in no manner unbecoming my humble 
birth. In this I walk during the day and as night ^serves for a veil 
to hide many defects, I select it as the best to disguise that of my 
poor dress, which T should yet not esteem so lightly, could its master 
boast of being numbered among the sincerest admirers of your sur- 
prising beauty.” 

“ Love, they say/ retorted the sprightly Serafina, u is quite blind, 
and you have fallen, or feign to have fallen, upon him in the dark, 
the blind leading the blind/ what credit can I give you, Sefior 
Mask? Give me a satisfactory answer, and tell me \vho and what 
you are ; on which terms only will I consent to prolong our conversa- 
tion here during the remainder of the evening.” 

“Will you promise me nothing for the ensuing?” inquired the 
stranger. 

Certainly, you will so far have a better title to my courtesy, after 
acquainting me with the motives for this concealment.” 

“ To be sure,” said the other, “ l might invent many a pretty story ; 
such as feigning myself a great courtier, which I am not ; but you 
have taken my fancy captive on a sudden, so that I know not/iow to 
feign, only earnestly .desiring to give you the utmost proofs of my 
fidelity and truth.” As he thus spoke, Serafina’s admiration increased, 
and she was mightily puzzled how to reconcile the language and the 
appearance of the speaker. She longed to obtain a clearer view of 
him by the light of the moon, and continued to converse some time, 
but always refusing to believe that he spoke with sincerity of his 
sudden passion, or that he was the humble plebeian he pretended ; 
both of which positions he very stoutly maintained. 

At length the moon shone out, just as the parties began to desert 
the vicinity of the fountain, when the two ladies, with .their atten- 
dants, approached nearer, and another figure in exactly a similar 
dress, suddenly appeared, as if following the first stranger. Per- 
plexity and surprise now partook of apprehension, though the party 
.was soon ‘re-assured by the manner of the second visitor. While the 
lading were Engaged enjoying the fresco, the two men were seen softly 
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whispering together, a proceeding by no means pleasant at that hour, 
and in «i court where there resorted so many dubious or audacious 
characters. They felt a sudden qualm lest the two strangers might 
belong to that impertinent class of adventurers, who live by making 
free with the purses of their betters. Serafina told her thoughts to 
her sister, trembling for the safety of some jewels and other ornaments 
which they both had about their persons. Yet they beheld people 
walking not far from them ; and affecting to make light of the matter, 
thi#y again entered into conversation with the iirst stranger, rallying 
him, and insisting that he should disclose his real character, and hy 
persevering in asserting his humble condition ; although, he added, 
that it had received a large accession of honour and importance by 
his being admitted to converse with such accomplished and lovely 
minds as they appeared to possess. 

Agi»in Serafina tried to catch a better view of his features by the 
light of the moon. In this she partly succeeded, and thought he 
appeared to be about four-and- twenty, with a fine complexion and 
genteel carriage. His dress she found as we have described it ; but 
one circumstance did not escape her ; she remarked, that his hands, 
instead of bearing the slightest resemblance to the rude hard skin of 
base hinds add peasants, were of the most delicate shape and colour, 
from which she concluded he must be something above the common 
order. Then she observed, that after rcfresiiing himself with water 
from the fountain, he drew a fine linen kerchief of the most approved 
and fashionable kind, which he delicately pressed to his lips. This 
gratified Serafina not a little ; for she was certainly pleased with his 
conversation and manners, and would have lost one of her best brace- 
lets to gratify her curiosity, as to who, or what he could be. 

However, the ancient squire now made his appearance, heartily 
wearj>with dancing attendance at fresco , and suggested the propriety 
of retiring homewards. They all set themselves to oppose it, in par- 
ticular Senor Mascara himself, who earnestly entreated to be allowed 
a little more time. At the same moment approached his second with 
a gold salver in which he brought some delicate confections, choice 
wine, ice, and some Genoese sweets. He presented them to the ladies, 
with an elegance and gallantry of manner quite his own, showing he 
was no stranger to fine breeding, all which threw an air of greater 
mystery over the whole adventure. 

At length, observing the last groups pf company about to» disperse, 
Serafina, turning to the stranger, said; “My evening walk has pleased 
me well; and not the less so for your courteous treatment, which, 
believe me, t would gladly acknowledge, did i only know to whom. 
It irks me to retire to rest without the satisfaction of hearing even 
your name. We sometimes frequent this spot to enjoy the fragrance 
of the summer evening, though I can by no means jftsure you we 
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:>lnil be seen here on the ensuing one ; unless with the promise of 
hem# informed with whom we trust ourselves to converse.” o 

“ I truly regret,” replied the stranger, “the strange embarrassment 
of my situation, which even compels me to decline complying with so 
irixi.il a request ; eager as 1 am for every occasion of convincing you 
of my devoted and lasting regard.” 

The ladies thon took their leave ; insisting, however, upon not being 
followed, as the surest pledge of such courtesy -and regard. This, 
with evident regret, was acceded to ; but as there was nothing said *n 
the pint of his companion, the latter kept them in his eye at a dis- 
tance, until they had actually entered their 4>wn residence. 

The fair Scrafina was .certainly struck with the noble bearing and 
courtly manners of the first stranger, and did net attempt to disguise 
her admiration from her .sister, llut that she had excited in the 
breast of the object of it, exceeded even her own: Her surpassing 
beauty, added to the charm of her voice and manner, had completely 
taken him by surprise ; and he longed, with an ardour and anxiety 
that robbed him of all rest, for the ensuing meeting. At the first 
tinge of evening he hastened to the exact spot where they had parted, 
and beheld with delight the distant approach of those he sought. 
He wore precisely the same dress, a cii cun stance that led his com- 
panions to apprehend he must really have sprung from the low origin 
ho had pretended, by again appearing thus anayed before their eyes. 
Hut he accosted them with the same courtesy, and even greater defer- 
ence than before, acknowledging, iri the most grateful and lavish 
terms, the rapture he felt in their not having disappointed him. 

“ Indeed,” said Theodora, u you are not a little beholden to us, con- 
sidering how many obstacles were in the way ; under the control as 
we are too of others.” 

“ I may not doubt it,” replied the stranger; “but ah! dei;j|ji to 
relieve my anxiety; is it a husband or a brother who enjojs the 
honour of controlling your time and pleasure ? ,# 

u Enough,” interrupted Scrafina, “ there is some dne to whom we 
are bound to render account ; surely that is all that concerns you.” 

“True,” replied the stranger; “yet 1 cannot resist my earnest 
desire to learn whether you be really a married Jady, or— or still 
free?” 

“ 1 tow can that benefit jou, one way or other?” 

*■ Much, very much j I cannot reconcile myself to the thought of 
your being engaged.” , 

‘‘Indeed,” replied the lady, “1 have a lord and master, though, 
now just now at Madrig.” ' > - 

“l 1 could have sworn- it,” exclaimed the stranger; “for never yet 
did fortune give me her smile, but it was suic to be followed by a 
fathering cloud upon her brow.” 
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'■ Really,” sa’d Scrafria, ‘Mind I imagine 1 it could haw caused you 
<0 lmichtyain, 1 would have been the last person in the world to inform 
you.” # 

“What would have been my delight to have heard sou v. ere free ! 
l or, lady, though my birth hid forbade me to aspire to so proud an 
alliance, love, you well know, acknowledges no rank; yes, it would 
have lyjoiced me to hear- you owned no master over sour destiny, 
though without the faintest prospect of ever becoming yours 1’* 

'•What an odd fancy,” replied Ser.tfma, “aware, a^ you are, of the 
-m range inequality of our rank. Why wish to stt me free? Nay, 
affect ftot such becoming grief ; how very handsome — 1 mean how 
mournful it makes him look,” added she, in a lower tone, to her sister. 

“How can you be so cruel, Sc ratio a,” sVlnspcred tin? other; “Ijc 
looks as if he were going to hang himself forthwith/' 

“ Well, then,” slid Scrafina aloud, “ I was perhaps only jesting about 
lords and masters; thank heaven, 1 am yet under no subjection to 
my one.” 

*■ Ali. heaven bless you then for those words ! " loplied the *di anger ; 
and with the biunc sincerity I may declare, that should i ever be 
iindccciu'd in this respect, you would never be troubled with my 
company again.” Hearing these words, Scrafina and her sister 
looked at each other, as if still more perplexed than before what to 
think. In every word and action they beheld the elegant and im- 
passioned lover, maintaining, at the same time, with an air of sincerity, 
that he was but of humble biith. This, too, the dress he wore seemed 
Vj confirm, more especially as he had not thought proper to make the 
least alteration in it. lie was desirous of finding Scraiina’s hand at 
liberty ; but while they conversed on many a topic, they decided 
upon nothing. He conducted himself with the same courtesy, and 
igain treated them to elegant refreshments. They remained late, and 
this time permitted the stranger to accompany them home, though 
w ithout entering their mansion. 

These two ladies were daughters of a cavalier of high rank, who, in 
consideration of his services in Flanders, under Philip tlie/rhird, had 
obtained the royal patronage, and titles which, on his decease, were to 
he continued in the person of the lovely Seraftna’s husband. Con- 
sequently, she had numerous lovers ; her fortune amounting to three 
thousand ducats yearly. Still she was so young, and had so tender a 
regard for her sister, and an aged mother, for the most part unprovided, 
for, that she was resolved to delay the period of her marriage. The 
stranger had retired to his hotel, more captivated with her than ever, 
while Scrafina’s anxiety more than equalled his own. She was as much 
perplexed as hurl to find, that be could not be induced to abandon his 
assertion of belonging to a humble sphere of life, in which she felt 
convinced there inuaj; exist some kind of ms stay. * ^ 
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On the following evening, as the two sisters were employed at their 
embroidery, in one of the lower apartments of the house, the door 
suddenly opened, ^nd a lady, completely enveloped in a mantle, slept 
forward, to their no small surprise. They both rose, and left their 
work, to receive her, though with an expression of evident alarm. 
Observing this, the lady, in a tone of real concern, endeavoured to 
remove it, saying— “ 1 entreat you, gentle ladies, to pardon this my 
unlooked for intrusion ; but when you learn the cause, no oilier than 
the hope of saving my perilled life, you will not, 1 trust, be angry. 1 
had believed that he who seeks my life, was now many, many miles, 
from this city. But it has, alas ! pleased Heaven, as a chastisement 
for my disobedience, that everything should combine to make me 
wretched. Ah ! protect me from him then, at least for this night, for 
on the morrow I should be enabled to give notice to some pci son who 
has the power to defend me.” As she thus spoke, the afflicted fair one 
threw aside her veil, and discovered an uncommonly handsome face, 
whose lovely expression was enhanced by traces of sorrow, she tiictl 
in vain to disguise. The two sisters were moved at the sight ; and 
Serafina, as the eldest, took her hand tenderly m hers, and replied - 
“ Endeavour to calm your feelings, dear lac1>, and be not afraid, for 
there is none here to molest you. You shall be protected from anyone 
who should dare to insult you ; and while in this house, believe me, no 
one will attempt it." Hearing these words, the grateful creature 
would have thrown herself at SeraJina’s feet, and was profuse in her 
expressions of grateful delight. Theodora then insisted upon taking 
off her mantle, and, to set her mind still more at case, that she should 
be admitted to share her own couch. 

This occurrence prevented the young ladies that evening from keep- 
ing their engagement, to meet the handsome stranger at the fountain 
of Leganitos. He felt the disappointment severely, nor was it fit all 
pleasing to Serafina, who could not but regret the cause of such an in- 
terruption. Long and vainly did the pensive lover linger round the 
spot, until, spite of his desire of seeing her, he lost all patience, and 
retired in a fit of the spleen to his chambers. But Serafina was too 
good and generous, to let her o\> n little vexations affect her noble 
treatment of the unhappy lady, whom she regaled with the utmost 
elegance and splendour, having first, like an affectionate daughter, 
solicited permission from her aged mother, although commanding 
the entire establishment, and a handsome fortune in her own 
right. 

When the hour came for retiring to their own chambers, Serafina, 
being unable to ^close^her eyes, entreated their new guest to oblige 
thqm with some account of her adventures, and the reason for having 
deserted her natural protectors and friends. “ Those, you know," she 
contii\jted, M who* have the courage to unburthen their hearts of sad 
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feelings, are sure to oltain relief, and perhaps find some remedy, that 
may bring everything they could wish to pass. 

“ That is true/’ replied the afflicted lady ; “ bu| first of all, I must 
again express my lively gratitude, with the fervent sincerity of iny 
whole soul, not only for my refuge from the fate that threatened me, 
but for the rare honours and favours you have already lavished upon 
me ; most of all, that you permit me 10 be near you, and to relieve my 
mind by conversing with you, as if you were at once a mother and a 
sisier to mo.” 

“ The last, if you please,” interrupted Serafina, smiling, u 1 hope 1 
am hardly old enough yet to be your mother. But pray, as 1 fear it 
will be no laughing matter, oblige us by proceeding, and be very exact 
and circumstantial in all you say.” “ I wonder ; ” said Theodora, 
4 whether it is your father or your husband who has thus treated you, 
and almost frightened you to death. You have your revenge, for 1 dare 
.'Hi\ they are in terrible alarm lest you should have made away with 
ourself. How was it, and how did it begin ? ** “It never will begin/* 
ikrrupted her sister, “if you go rattling on in this way. Now pray 
■ iogiu in the very middle of your story, before she has time to speak 
again.*' 

N on arc Very pleasant and very kind to try to amuse me/* said 
the lady, “ and I ain only the more grateful; so, in obedience to your 
command, I proceed to relate my sorrowful adventures as follows : 

“ Seville, the rich and populous capital of Andalusia, is my native 
place ; my family that of the Monsalves, so universally known through- 
out all parts of Spain. I was the third child of Don Enrique do 
Monsalve, having two brothers older than myself, hf whom the eldest 
became my natural guardian upon the death of my parents, an event 
that occurred in early life. Sincerely attached to me, he kept a 
jealoi#s eye over everything that might affect my happiness. His name 
was Don Rodrigo, and that of my second brother Don Antonio, 
whose more impetuous disposition led him to embrace a military life. 
He greatly distinguished himself in the army of Flanders, and speedily 
rose high in his profession. Don Rodrigo, with whom I remained at 
home, declined every opportunity of forming a giand alliance for 
himself in marriage, until he should behold me arrived at a sufficient 
age to bestow my hand on some noble youth, who would thus become 
my natural protector. He gave me masters to accomplish myself in 
every grace and virtue, withholding nothing that might add to my 
amusement or my instruction. 

“ On one occasion, a friend of my mother, to whose daughter of my 
own age I was tenderly attached, gave me a.pressing invitation to 
accompany them to their country seat, situated near a place called 
San Juan de Alfarache. Now this npblelady had also a son, then a 
student, who one day returned secretly from college ttlong with a 



friend of his, .1 native of Gudova, belong! ig t > the ilinsti ious lineage 
of tilt* Codoys. Before his mother** return, the student had selected 
..n apartment in the villa, communicating hy a secret door with the 
piincipil drawing-room ; and he had so taken his measures, that none 
of us had any suspicion of his return. From their retired chamber 
iheycould easily obtain a view of what was passing in the villa, and 
had often Ih.cir eye upon my young friend, Donna Rufina, and myself, 
when we fancied we were conversing with the utmost confidence. 
Only the old gardener was admitted into their confidence, and sejn 
afterwards their sister, there being nothing that bribery and persua- 
sion will not effect both with young and old. One day wc haul just 
passed through the beautiful flower garden into that containing the 
fruit, then just coming into season, which we by no means spared, 
notwithstanding the old gardener’s evident anxiety, who kept his eye 
upon us at a distance ; thence we sought refuge from the intense heat 
in an elegant and spacious hall, where wc began to beguile our time 
with all kind of pleasant games, and in dancing and singing, of which 
I was passionately fond, to the infinite delight of our young country 
friends, no less than that of the young gentlemen, who, i( seems, 
beheld us from their place of concealment. 

It was thus the brother’s friend, Don F.stcban, fiist began to 
admire, and soon became passionately attached to me. After wc had 
continued to beguile the sultry hours in innocent mirth, and play till 
the shades of evening once more invited us to enjoy the fresco y we 
look our harps, guitars, and other music, and again sallied forth into 
l he flower garden. We were accompanied by our female attendants, 
who, with their voice and tambourins, were to fill up the pauses of the 
concert. This was a rich treat for the secret lovers, whose ears were so 
well regaled, that they could not refrain from sending an invitation by 
the old gardener to my young friend Rufina, entreating that she would 
pity the case of Don Esteban, and contrive to bring me along with 
her, to have a first interview* at the villa. She instantly invited me 
to accompany her back for a few moments, leaving the whole party 
where they were ; and l, wholly ignorant of her real object, as readily 
gave my consent. Hand in hand we entered the great hall, where 
the two cavaliers instantly appeared and accosted us. I utteicd an 
exclamation of surprise, and was about to retire, when I was assured 
they were only the brother of my Rufina, and his friend, Don Esteban, 
j ust returned from college. > . 

44 1 was certainly . struck with the manners, and more with the con- 
versation of Don Esteban, la the most courteous and gentle terms, 
he sought to veas?u*e.me, and soon, to my infinite confusion and 
surprise,- declared how he had first seen, adhiired, and become pas- 
sionately eager to show his personal respect and regard for me. He 
then entreated to be permitted thenceforward to enjoy more of my 

Vj * *• 



IE MASK. 


5°7 


society, and to have an equal chance of winning my regard, by being 
put on an equal footing with my numerous other admirers. Having 
never been thus warmly addressed before, you mgy imagine l was 
thrown into strange confusion, while I fell myself quite at a loss to 
make any kind of reply. The rest too were silent during some 
moments, in vain awaiting my reply, until my friend, repeating Don 
Esteban's request, said : — * Of a truth, Lady Clara, you look as terri- 
fied and astonished as if you had seen two live dragons instead of my 
poo# brother and his friend* Is there anything so very novel in a 
handsome chevalier wishing to escort the ladies ; more especially, if 
tnlcr.ibty equal in point of birth, and prompted only by honourable 
feelings? Our friend here, Don Esteban, is no new sprig of quality, 
but of an ancient and noble family, yet ambitious of showing hi$ 
devotion to you, for which he . hardly merits your cold and averted 
looks.' 

> “ Such, in fact, was the effect of her persuasions, added to those of 

her brother, that Don Esteban easily extorted from me permission to 
consider himself as a suitor for niy hand ; and I already began to feel 
a strange sensation of pleasure and anxiety fluttering at my heart, f 
had never known what love was, except the name ; on the contrary, I 
had, till now, ftcen accustomed to make a mock of those fancied pains 
and sorrows, which were but now springing up in my breast. The 
object of my new feelings uas worthy of all the anxiety and affection 
he was calculated to inspire; lie had a noble presence, high poit, 
handsome features, and fine complexion, such only as my brother’s, 
Don Rodrigo, could, at all compare with. From that day forth he 
paid me the most unremitting assiduity and attention ; and when he 
left the villa, he continued to conrespond with me, expressing still 
greater devoted ness and affection. v 

“ Sometimes, with the concurrence of my dear Rufina, he contrived 
to steal an interview with me at her house, though she always con- 
tinued to be present, and I never suffered a greater degree of freedom 
than that of his taking my band. At this time, he happened to be 
engaged in a law-suit at Seville, and wished to delay, until' he knew 
the result, his formal application* to my brother, and intended declara- 
tion. Often during the interval would he importune me to see him 
more frequently, and at least consent to hold some conversation 
with him through the grating of my chamber windows. In order to 
avoid the risk of being suddenly surprised by my brother, he far- 
ther requested, that it should be only under the friendly veil- of 
night. 

“ He appeared, indeed, to* love me* as he said, to distraction ; and 
as it is the nature of love never to rest content with w>at is granted, 
until wholly in possession of the beloved object, l was too weak and 
fondly attached to hiin long to withstand his request, and 3ft length he 
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gained admittance into our house. This, alas, was a step fatal to my 
future happiness and peace ; for under the repeated vows of becoming 
my husband, which he farther enforced by oaths, sworn even over the 
Holy Cross, he succeeded in depriving me of my honour. The con- 
tinued repetition of his nightly visits soon awakened the jealous care 
of my brother, and in addition to my fears for my lover’s life and 
safety, I had next the daily increasing terror of finding I was likely 
ere long to beeoine a mother. It was now I became eager, and even 
wild in my entreaties, that he would perform his plighted vows, »,nd 
apply to my brother, in order that 1 might be introduced as his wife. 
Excuses, and fresh protestations, were all he deigned to give 11*1; ; and 
Hoods of tears, and deep remorse, seemed to be all the sad resource 
left me. Two of my attendants next obtained a knowledge of my 
situation, which threw me entirely into their power, of which I shortly 
experienced the most disastrous effects. Happening one day to re- 
prove one of these for some error, she replied with the utmost inso- 
lence, and even threatened to acquaint my brother, with whom, indeed, 
she was somewhat a favourite ; and on the very first opportunity she 
was malignant enough to keep her word. 

u In the utmost rage my brother swore to sacrifice both of us to his 
revenge, which he was only prevailed upon to postpone in considera- 
tion of the innocent cause of my misfortunes, to which I was soon to 
give birth. At the same time he exacted a promise from my faithless 
betrayer, that she would acquaint him when the period arrived, as he 
was resolved that I should not survive it, to cast a stigma on the 
family honour. 

‘•Accordingly, no sooner did the hour arrive, than he stationed 
himself along with a single friend, ready prepared to receive the 
infant, and then to inflict deadly vengeance upon the authors of his 
disgrace. It was night, and he heard footsteps approaching, as he 
kept watch to prevent any one entering the house. It was Don 
Esteban ; a fierce encounter ensued, and I heard the clashing of 
swords. At the same moment two of my womeii entered the apart- 
ment, informing me that I must instantly prepare to leave the place, 
and began to assist m dressing* me. I was then borne from my 
chamber and plaeed in a litter in waiting for me at the house door, 
attended by two men with drawn swords, who accompanied me 
through several streets to another dwelling. There I was carried in 
the same women’s aims into a secluded apartment, and farther assist- 
ance being obtained for me, 1 was enabled* through the greatest care 
and attention on the part of those around me, to survive the shock 
and sufferings which. I had $0 strangely experienced. Here it was 
many days fyefare' X was permitted to learn the result of the dreadful 
meeting tureen xhy,. brother and my affianced husband. The brother 
of the la&dr, Don Fernando, had been slain in the scuffle, and my 
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brother, unfortunately being unable to make his escape, had been 
arrestedtfor the homicide, and thrown into the public prison. 

“ His agents, however, were still in pursuit of me ; I found that the 
place of my retreat, where I had been placed by Don Esteban, my 
lover, before he fled from justice, had been discovered, and that 
nothing was left for me but to attempt to save myself by flight. 

<fc In pursuance of this design, yesterday, in company with my 
hostess, I for the first and last time left my lodgings, under pretence 
of Caking the air in the Campo de Leganitos. Good heavens ! what 
was my terror on turning a corner of the road suddenly, to meet face 
to faefcthe spectre, or the living person — I know not whether — of my 
dreaded brother ! He was enveloped in the most singular attire you 
can well imagine, if it indeed were him. For he bad on a common 
grey cloak, muffled up at the chin, such as is worn by labourers and 
rustics, an old white hat, and a small mantle of the same colour as his 
enormous cloak. Add to these a pair of old spatterdashes, white linen 
pantaloons ; altogether presenting the most grotesque and singular 
appearance. I affected not to recognise him in his disguise, though 
terrified beyond measure, so that I could scarcely support myself. 
My companion, assisting me forward, enquired into the cause of my 
sudden alarnt. This I confided to her, expressing my fears lest he 
should have seen and known me. My suspicions were confirmed 
when I actually beheld him turn round and direct his steps towards 
the place where we stood. 

“ On beholding this, my companion suddenly left me, and entered 
into a house close by ; while I, in the utmost perturbation, hastened 
forward, till, on turning a corner where he could not mark where I 
disappeared, I' entered the first house, and claimed your generous 
protection. How he came not to follow me, or how he lost me when 
so cl^e in pursuit, I am at a loss to divine. Had he seen where I 
sought refuge, he would assuredly have followed, and perhaps sacri- 
ficed me to his fury in your presence. Such, dear ladies, is my 
unhappy story ; though I am still under the greatest anxiety and 
alarm respecting the fate of Don Esteban, notwithstanding his cruel 
treatment; and far more at the idea of my brother being at full 
libei ty to perpetrate his savage design, to which I shall assuredly, one 
time or other, fall a victim.” 

Here the unhappy lady’s feelings overpowered her, and she again 
besought, with tears in her eyes, that they would conceal her from the 
revenge of her enraged brother. This both the sisters again promised, 
and tried every means of composing her mind ; at the same time 
declaring how deeply interested they felt at hey strange and sorrow- 
ful adventure. They then conversed with each other respecting the 
singular resemblance observed between the handsome stranger and 
the lady's brother, such as to convince them that they could be no 



other than one and the same personage. Doubtless it was Don 
Rodrigo whom they had seen, and who had so strongly captivated 
their fancy. The delight of Scrafina on this discovery knew no 
bounds ; and it redoubled her interest in the fortunes of Lady Clara, 
whom she again encouraged to look forward to a happy termination 
of her sufferings, with the blessing of heaven, and the efforts of 
attached friends. 

'1'he gentle party then tried to compose lliemselves to sleep ; but it 
was in vain Clara closed her eyes, while the new hopes kindled in»the 
breast of Scrafina produced the same watchfulness. Theodora alone, 
whose heart was yet untroubled with the passions of love or ntvenge, 
gently fell into the soothing arms of slumber, without making a single 
effort. 

Upon the following clay Scrafina received a letter, delivered by the 
hand of a woman in disguise, who, at the same time, informed her she 
had been ordered to await her reply. It ran as follows : 

u Absence from those wc love is allowed to be one of the greatest 
torments that can be inflicted upon lovers. All that is then left them 
is to Mipplicalc for pity’s sake that the cau^e of it, if possible, may be 
speedily removed. That if, mot cover, it depend upon the beloved 
object herself, her cruelty should >ield to more charitable thoughts of 
him, who, by his long fidelity, merits the highest rank that can be 
assigned him in her desired affections.'* 

The beautiful Seraiina was ovei jo\ed on the perusal of this proof of 
the stranger’s unaltered regard, as she had begun to suspect lie might 
perhaps have thought ^nothing more of their casual meeting during 
thcii walks ; in paiticular, when she had failed to make good her pro- 
mise of seeing him again. She directly replied to the letter in terms, 
she conceived, best adapted to excite his passion, and having delivered 
it into thp hands of the messenger, hastened to unfold the tidings to 
her sister, and take measures for their future meetings. 

Don Rodrigo, on his part, eagerly perused the contents of her reply, 
which was of the following tenor ; 

u He is little deserving of compassion who conducts himself in so 
imprudent a manner. Even the object be affects to love he treats as 
if he had almost forgotten her. This he would have learned before 
this time, had it not been considered that the less there is said on the 
subject, the more prudent it .will bO j and that his errors ought perhaps 
to be forgiven, oft accotrtrt.pf the absence of which he complains. The 
cause of not keeping the appointment was one out of our power to re- 
move, but this evening, perhaps, it may be explained, if the stranger 
should be*at the appointed spot, as there are many topics on which to 
consult him.*" <Farewdb w 
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Hon Rodrigo was in raptures at the concluding pan: of this epi;tk\ 
holdingfOut the delightful promise of another interview. Having 
arranged everything with their guest respecting their speedy return, 
Sciafina and her sister waited impatiently for the appointed hour. On 
its arrival they again.suinmoned the old family squire, the only person 
admitted to attend them, and sallied forth to .the promenade near the 
fountain of Leganito-. There they were at no loss to discover the 
stranger, already stationed near it, precisely in the same dress as be- 
fo^p. lie accosted them with an air of lively pleasure, expressed his 
gratitude, and dwelt with much feeling on the disappointment he had 
idt, i$so long and vainly expecting them the previous night, and the 
many fears for their health or safety it had occasioned him. 

“Neither one nor the other,” replied Seratina ; “it was our dear 
modur’s illness that detained us ; and even had it been as you sus- 
pected, you could hardly have indulged all the anxiety you pretend, 
or \c*u would doubtless have applied at our residence, of which you aru 
not ignorant.’* 

“ It was no want of inclination," replied the lover, “but merely a 
dread of exciting notice, ami gi\ ing umbrage to her 1 loved. It is vers 
unjust to charge me with neglect, when you know I could not resist 
the teinptatum of writing ; but- a> to calling at once”- - 

“ Oh e.\< laimcd both the ladies, w sec you did not wish it ; 
\ ou have said enough,” — and they went on rallying the poor ca valid 
with extreme severity. 

“ If,” replied he, attempting to turn the subject, “ I could have dis- 
posed events agreeably to the fervent love I boar you, I should in 
nothing have erred or offended, liut one like me, of obscure birth and 
simple rustic manners, well assorting,” he added, smiling, “ with my 
uncouth dress, how could you reasonably expect better of me?” 

“ ,yi,” exclaimed Sera fin a, snatching this opportunity of proceeding 
with the design she had in view, “do you indeed say so, Scnor Hon 
Rodrigo de Monsalve, and do I read you aright ? l)o I see you, as 
you are, quite plainly through your rustic disguise, and penetrate into 
your wicked and most revengeful and unbrotherly designs ? What a 
malignant disposition, now, you must have, to think of showing such 
tender regard and courtesy towards one lady, while you pursue another, 
far more lovely and beautiful, with the most cruel hatred and desire of 
vengeance. You may well look astonished, Don Rodrigo dc M on- 
sal vc, but can you inform us on what evil errand you came from Seville 
to this place. How did you contrive to get out of prison ; what had 
you done to get there ? Do, pray, inform us respecting: these little ad- 
ventures, and we will then see what can be dqne to make your mind 
easy, and put your affairs in a better train " 

Don Rodrigo, thus taken by surprise^ was unable to Uttar a single 
word ; but stood lost in astonishment, and a vexation her Could ill dis- 
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guise. Scrafina seemed to enjoy his confusion exceedingly, and felt 
redoubled assurance that she had discovered the right man. .At length 
he found words : 

“ This is a very Singular occurrence, ladies ; I who have never set 
foot in Madrid you are labouring under some strange mistake. — You 
call me one Don Rodrigo, but it is really all a riddle to me. 1 was 
born under no such lucky star, as to merit the title you please to 
honour me with, and, doubtless, you confound me with some other 
person. My reason for coming to Madrid was merely to get a sight of 
the court, as every poor clown likes to boast of having done at some 
time or other, besides a little matter of business.” 

“ For instance, to look for your sister,” interrupted Theodora ; “ so 
you need not think to deceive us any longer, as we know more of your 
affairs than you seem to know yourself, and will acquaint you with the 
particulars if you please.” Here, indeed, was a fresh shock for poor 
Don Rodrigo, who began to think of surrendering at discretion, while 
his fair foes continued to press him hard, and to enjoy their approach- 
ing triumph. They fairly laughed him ; 'oul of his defence ; till, be- 
coming curious to lenrn the source of their new information, he at once 
confessed they were in the right, and that he was indeed Don Rodrigo, 
and no other. 

Delighted at this avowal, Scrafina entreated him to oblige them with 
a more particular account of his adventures. This he did with the 
best grace possible ; but it differed in nothing from that they had pre- 
viously heard frqm the lips of his sister Clara, except in what rclatr.l 
to the death of Don Fernando, and the manner in which he had 
effected his escape from prison. He confessed he had come to Madrid 
with the intention of avoiding the pursuit of justice, and that he was 
about to proceed for the city of Lisbon, where he had reason to suppose 
his sister then was. 

Desirous as Serafma was to come to an amicable explanation 
on the subject, she considered it yet premature, until they could 
count upon his future conduct with greater certainty. It was in vain 
he now entreated to be made acquainted with* the author of their infor- 
mation respecting him ; and he even went so far as to declare, that he 
had his suspicions it could have 'been derived from no other but his 
unhappy sister, whose place of retreat he was bent on discovering ; to 
which end he would mike stricter inquiries than heretofore. 

At this interview they, had little leisure to enter on the subject of 
iu . their mutual passion ; but the chief difficulty being now removed, they 
causenet on more equal and pleasant ground.; and it was not long before 
move, pn Rodrigo made formal proposals for Serafina’s hand in marriage, 
should centime, the police of Seville was not idle in its pursuit of the lover, 
consult & iqg no pains to secure so rich a prize, as his recaptute would turn 
" . * -0 be. ; «Ijor were the spies of* jDon Rodrigo himself less active 
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about Madrid and elsewhere, to find the retreat of his sister Clara, who 
had beert treated with the greatest respect and attention by the two 
sisters, and so carefully protected as to give rise to »o suspicions as to 
her real residence. 

Serafina, however, fearful of her lover’s absenting himself, as he had 
mentioned, in order to prosecute his researches for his lost sister, was 
now preparing means to bring about a favourable denouement of the 
whole of this unlucky adventure. With this view, she first informed 
lady Clara that she was in direct communication with her dreaded 
brother^to whom she had, in fact, pledged her hand ; tidings that gave 
her unfortunate guest the most lively pleasure. She first poured forth 
her gratitude to heaven, that only could have brought such happy 
results to pass ; and next, she threw herself at Serafina’s feet, and 
bathing her hands with tears, declared, that only to her goodness she 
^owed her life. . 

After becoming more composed, Serafina began to consult her on 
the most prudent means of reconciling Don Esteban and Don Rod- 
rigo, her brother, to each other. Now it happened, that just at that 
period, the character of the Conde dc Palma stood deservedly high in 
estimation, anc^for nothing more than his wit and affability. There 
was no case, however difficult and involved, that his good-nature would 
not undertake, and. his ability bring to a successful result. His autho- 
rity and opinion, therefore, were universally resorted to, 'often in pre- 
ference to the laws ; he had reconciled some of the bitterest enemies, 
ana adjusted differences that bade defiance to every less influential 
means. To him ' lady Clara was advised to make application, 
as to how she should proceed ; and she wrote a full and circum- 
stantial account of the whole affair, and the state in which it then 
stood. 

Upon receiving the particulars, the Count without hesitation de- 
clared he would willingly undertake it, and had great hopes of bring- 
ing it to a fortunate termination. He first sought an interview with 
Don Esteban, and without reference to Clara’s letter, he recommended 
to him the honourable course of fulfilling his plighted faith to Don 
Rodrigo’s sister, as it was already beginning to excite the animadver- 
sion of the court. To this proposal, though a little surprised, Don 
Esteban made slight objection, as he was really attached to her, and 
during their separation, had felt all his former affection revived. What 
gave him most pain, was the reflection that neither she nor her 
brother had made the smallest attempt to renew the negotiation 
respecting their marriage, in which his honour was so deeply impli- 
cated. The Count, therefore, at once took upon Himself the task of 
bringing this about at the shortest period ; and with this vieur, after 
complimenting Don Esteban upon his honourable intentions,* he next 
hastened to consult with* the head of the public police. Hero he had 

t l . 
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no great difficulty in compromising the affair relating to the death of 
Don Fernando, by the payment of a moderate fine, so as to place Don 
Esteban at perfect^liberty from all judicial proceedings. 

The active and generous-minded Count, without a moment’s delay, 
then .sought an interview with Lady Clara herself, informing her of 
everything that had taken place. And in order to run no risk of 
future misunderstanding, he invited Don Esteban and a cousin of his 
to accompany him. It is impossible to describe the sensations of the 
unfortunate lady on receiving the good Count’s visit ; and on his intro- 
ducing her lover. No longer able to support the intense delight she 
felt — she fainted in his arms. Being at length perfectly retfbnciled 
and happy, all that now remained was to inform Don Rodrigo of what 
had passed, and obtain his reconciliation with Don Esteban, and his 
consent to the marriage. This, the beautiful Serafina undertook to 
effect ; and at her 'next interview with her lover, she related to him his 
sister's adventure, and how she had been received and protected in 
their house. At the same time she declared that she would never be 
induced to give him her hand, until he first gave his consent to Clara’s 
marriage with Don Esteban. 

Finding himself reduced to this unexpected alternative, Don 
Rodrigo yielded with a good grace, and declared hij willingness to 
meet her wishes in every respect. He freely pardoned his sister, from 
his heart, and thanked his Serafina for all the tender care she had 
lavished upon her. The lady then commanded him, on pain of her 
displeasure, to appear at her house on the ensuing evening in his real 
character, without any idea of concealing himself from her relatives or 
any one else. He had little difficulty in granting this request, wishing 
only to accompany her back at that moment, and claim her hand 
before all the world. 

To this Serafina wouid not consent; and they then parted; he to 
throw off his uncourtly disguise, and she to reveal the happy conclu- 
sion of her luckless adventure to the fortd and delighted Clara. The 
next day was a joyful festival to them all, in which enemies were to 
meet as friends, and all perplexities and disguises were to be thrown 
aside. In the evening DjgL Rodrigo appeared, followed by a train of 
domestics in rich livejgpMic himself attired in a handsome court 
costume. How the hept of the lovely Serafina beat as she heard his 
step ; how her bosonjfheaved, and her colour came and went, as the 
noble and chevalier— no longer a\humble rustic — approached 

and took her hand, seizing likewise in heir confusion the favour of a 
first salute. The next object that met hijs eye was his unfortunate 
sister kneeling at ‘his feet, and entreating \his forgiveness with sobs 
and tears. “ My poor Clara !” exclaimed Don Rodrigo, as he raised 
gpd eftibrpc^d her— “my dear sister, it is all .forgiven,” 
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“It is to this angelic girl, then, I owe everything, my dearest 
brother# She it is who has made so many hearts beat with joy to- 
day." # 

“ And her own, too,” replied Theodora, as she placed her sister’s 
hand in that of the happy Don Rodrigo, whose happiness, indeed, 
required no accession from the appearance of the Condc de Palma, 
accompanied by Don Esteban, who, taking the hand of Clara, knelt 
at the feet of Don Rodrigo, and nobly implored his forgiveness* 


THE END. 
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In square crown 8vo, price $». doth gilt ; or 6j. with gilt edges. 

SWISS FAMILY ROBINSON. 

A New Translation, by Mrs. II. 11 . Paui.L, from the Original 
Edition. With numerous cimi«x Illustration^. 

In square fcap., price si. A/., cloth, gilt edges, i 

LANGUAGE & SENTIMENT OF FLOWERS. ’ 

Compiled and Edited by I.. V. With M0r.1I kccjrd j and Page i 
Illustrations, printed in Colours. : 


BEDFORD STREET, STRAXD. 




FREDERICK WARNE & CO PUBLISHERS, 


COMPENDIUM^ OF ENGLISH LITERATURE . 

In Four Vols., with a Complete Index and Steel Illustrations, crown 
8 vo, pi ice 2ii., cloth gilt ; or half calf extra, 355. 

Half-Hours with the Best Authors.-' 

Remodelled by its Original Kditor, CiiAKLKb Knight, with Sec- 
tions from Authors added whose works have placed them amongst 
the " Best Authois” since the publication of the First Kdition. 

Tins book contain* }.!•» K.xtrac.ts of the best efforts of our great Stan- 
dard Authors, whether they he l*i»cls or Historians, Essayists or Ihvines, Tm- 
vellcr.s or Phiiosnphi-r.s, .iri.tuged so as to foim half an hour's reading for every 
day of the year The student finds a Uste of c\cry quality, and .1 specimen of 
every style. Should he grow weary of one author, he can turn to another ; and 
if inclined lobe critical, he r.m w.-igh the merits of one wnter ag'iitist those of 
his fellow. It gut s us a glimpse of the « e|«-luities as-rmhh-d witliin its portals 
At a glance the student ran obtain some idea of the subjei r. .S u< b bonk., ore the 
true Jon filiation* of that knowledge 10 inch tender* men celchated and f avion*. 


In Two Vols., demy 8vo, piicc 105., cloth; 121. with gilt edges; or 
hiilf-c.ilf oxtiA, 175. 

THE PEOPLE’S EDITION OF 

HALF-HOURS WITH THE BEST AUTHORS. 

Selected and Kditcd by I'iiaki.kk Knight. With 16 Steel Portraits. 

In this Edit ion the Kim . 1 rapines arc rexiscd, the Pagination of the Volumes 
completed, and the Sdial Nature of the Original Work entirely done away 
with . it now fniius a Handsome I.ibiaiy Hook. 


I In One Vol., demy 8vo, cloth. 55,; with gilt edges, 6 s.; 

j or half-calf extra. 8r. 6 d. 1 

i Half-Hours of English History. 

j Selected and Arranged by Charles Knight. 

i * A Companion IWume to the " Half-Hours with the Best Authors!' 

'• j Contains the Ch« : ivst ti. .il Extiacts fiom upwards of Fifty Standard 

1 . Authors, uiclmlii'j* I'uirkc, l'algraxc, < '>ui/ot, Sheridan Knowles, *1 hierry, H. 
j Tavlor, Kev. J ones White, t harirs Knight, ti I.. t'raik. Lander, Hume, Keats, 
Il.dl.un, S..iuhe\, Jshak-p*-arr. Froissart, Sir Walter Scott, Hall, Harante, Lord 
. Hacnii. t'axein’.ish, Hisho » Unmet, Kev. H. II. Milman, Wordsworth, Lord 
i M .itMuI.iy : w.th .1 (ictui.il Index. 

j ’1 he .11 tielcs are chi* Mv selected so as to afford a succession of graphic part*: cf 
, English History, t hi nuologically arranged, from the consideration that tne por- 
! tions ol history up m which getieial readers delight to dwell are those which tell 
| some stmy which is coniphre in itself, or furnish some illustration which has a 
j separate as well as a genera! interest. 


BEDFORD STREET, STRAND. 



• Fkinr.KK A' WARXK&tW, I'l "HI l.-i/fl- A*.?, 


tE[}n;ttr^ Victoria GiR-pBooIts* 


| In crown 8vo, price 5c each, cloth gilt ; or 6*. with gilt edges. 

, Old Pictures in a New Frame. By Douglas Straight. 

i With Original llluiUr.itums. 

j Robinson Crusoe, t’nibiulged Edition. With Life, Notes, 

| and fully 11 lustra t«’-l with Woodcuts and large Plates by F.knust GkimiI 1 , 

i The Swiss Family Robinson. New Edition. Translated front 
the Original Geiiii.n hy Mrs. Pai’ll. With Illustrations. 

Grimm’s Tales and Stories. A New Translation. Specially 
adapted and at ranged for Young People. 16 Original Illustrations. 

The Broad, Broad Ocean, and Some of its Inhabit ants. By 
Wn uwt JoNr-s, F> A. With Otigimi! Illustrations. 

The Arabian Nights. I'.cvi.scd throughout, with Notes hy the 

j KtV GKO. KVLFU rciWNiK'.i*. 

| Andersen’s (Hans) Fairy Tales. A New Tiumlutinn ftoin the 

j German^ lly Mrs. I’aI 1 1 . lihiMr.iud. 

The Swan and her Crew : The Adventures of Three Young 
N atm. di-its and Spot tvinen. 'Hurd Kdition. Ily G Cjibisv mi k Daok 
Fully ll!usti«itcd. 

Wildcat Tower: A Boole for Boys. By the Author of “The 

Swan and her Crew.” hully Illustrated. 

Nursery Rhymes, Tales, and Jingles of (‘.teat Ihitain. A ! 

Complete Ci llectioii, with 400 Ilhittratn.tis. j 

Waterton’s Essays on Natural History. 1 «litcd by Norman I 

Moi.kk. With Original l!liisti:tti'>us .uni Slri*| |\>itr.ut. | 

: Gath to the Cedars. TiavcL in the Holy Land and Palmyra. J 
Hy S H Kks r. Second Kdtiion. With Phcingniph and iliiisii.itioiis. J 

i Treasures of the Earth ; or. Mines, Minerals, and Metals. By ? 
j Wo 1 jam y m-% P.S.A. Oiiginal Illustration^ 

• j 

l tat form in Prut with the above. : 

i*Esop’s Fables. Translated into J.nglidi by Sami ki Ckf»XAU, 1 
J'.Il, with New Instructiic Applnatuue, Moral', Ac no Illu.tr iiw.ns. j 

In crown 8vo, price n., illuminated boards ; or doth g»U, 1 s. (>d. 

CHURCH DECORATIONS: 

A Practical Manual of Appropriate Ornamentation. V. >il. * oloured 
Illustration and mtmcroir. Woodcuts. 

PI- DPOP D S TKIU: T, SIP.t.YD. 
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FREDERICK WARNE 6* CO., PUBUSUERS, 

* 

Under this distinctive title arc now published New and Elegant Volumes 
of Standard Poetry, fully Illustrated \ well Edited , and printed with a Red- 
line Border, Steel Portraits, 


In crown 8vo, price 7s. 6d . each, cloth gilt, gilt edges ; or morocco, i6r. 
The Poetical Works of Longfellow. j 

The Legendary Ballads of England and Scotland. Edited i 

and compiled by John S. Roukrts. j 

Scott's Poetical Works. With numerous Notes. j 

Eliza Cook's Poems. A Complete Edition, with Portrait and i 
Steel Illustrations. 

Moore's Poetical Works. With numerous Notes. 

Cowper's Poetical Works. Edited from the best Editions. 
Milton’s Poetical Works. Edited from the best Editions. 
Wordsworth's Poetical Works. 

Byron's Poetical Works. With Explanatory Notes. 

Mrs. Hemans' Poetical Works. With Memoir, &c. 

Burns' Poetical Works. With Explanatory Glossaial Notes. 
Hood's Poetical Works. With Life. 

Campbell's Poetical Works, With Memoir. 

Coleridge’s Poetical Works. With Memoir, Notes, &c, 
Shelley’s Poetical Works. With Memoir, Notes, &c. 

Pope's Homer’s Iliad & Odyssey. With Flaxman’s Illustrations. 
Pope's Poetical Works. With Original Notes. 

Mackay's Complete Poetical Works. Revised by the Author, 
Herbert’s (George) Poems and Prose. With Notes, &c, 
Heber’s (Bishop) Poetical Works. With Notes, &c. 

Keble's (John) The Christian Year. 

Uniform in size, price, and siy/e, but without Red-line, 

Poets of the Nineteenth Century. With 120 Illustrations by ; 

I. E. Millais, Tknnikl, Pk kkksgill, Sir J. Gilbert, Harrison 
Whir, &c. 

The Spirit of Praise. A Collection of Hymns, Old and New, 
with upwards of One Hundicd choice Illustrations. 

Christian Lyrics. From Modern Authors. With Two Hun- ' 

dred and Fifty Illustrations. I 

Shakspeare : The l^ays and Poems. X200 pp., with Portrait. 
Montgomery's (James) Poetical Works. With Prefatory 

Memoir and Explanatory Notes, too Original Illustrations. 


BEDFORD STREET, STRAND, 



FREDERICK WARNE 6- CO., PUBLISHERS . 


/« this Sena, from time to time, will be issued a very popular edition of 
well-known Book*, many of them Copyright, and published at prL r* - , united 
with style and completeness , hitherto unequalled. 


ONE SHILLIN 
Stiff picture wrappers ; 
Daisy. Euz. WiiTiiBRKLL. 
Daisy in the Field. Ditto. 
Nettie's Mission, a. Gray. 
Stepping Heavenward. 
Sceptres and Crowns, 
and The Flag of Truce. 

Euz. VVktii RREI.L. 
Dunallan. Grace Kennedy. 
Father Clement. Ditto. 
From Jest to Earnest. 

Rev. E. p. Ron. 

Mary Elliot. CArii.D.HRu.. 
Sydney Stuart. Ditto. 
Picciola. x. ii. Saintink. 
Hope Campbell. C.D.Uklu 
H orJice and May. Ditto. 
Ella and Maiian. Ditto. 
Kenneth and Hugh. Ditto. 
Rosa’s Wi9h. Ditto. 

Margaret Cecil. Ditto. 
The Grahams. Ditto. 
Home Sunshine. Ditto. 
What Katy Did at School. 

Sirs AN CoouuiiR, 

Wearyfoot Common. 

Lkiti h Ritchie. 
Sydonie’s Dowry. 

Aunt Jane’s Hero. 

Aunt Ailie. Catm. D. Bell. 
What Katy Did. Commimsb. 


G VOLUMES, 
or cloth gilt, is. 6d, 

34. Merchant's Daughter. 

Mrs. S. C. Hall. 

35. Daily Governess. Ditto. 

38. Flower of the Family. 

Mrs. K. Prentiss. 

39. Madame Fontenoy. 

Author of “ Denise." 

41. Toward Heaven. 

Mrs. E. Prentiss. 

42. Little Camp on EagleHill 

45. The Prince of the House 

of David. J. If. Ingraham. 

46. The Pillar of Fire. Ditto. 

47. Throne of David. Ditto. 

48. Admiral’sWill. M.M.Hkll. 

49. Sylvia and Janet, a. c. D. 
51. That Lass o’ Lowrie’s. 

F. If. BiiRNiirr. 

53. Cloverly. Mary S. Hicham. 

54. Alec Green. 

Silss K. Hocking, 

55. Sweet Counsel, s. T v-tier. 

56. The Milestones of Life. 

57. Little Women. 

Louisa M. Alcott. 

58. Little Wives. r>i»to. 

59. Barriers Burned Away. 

E. P. Rob. 

60. Opening a Chestnut Burr 

E. P. Rob. 

61. Uncle Tom's Cabin. 


EIG HTE EN PEN N Y VOLUMES. 

StitT picture wrappers ; or cloth gilt. ar. 

9. The Wide, Wide World. 43. Ellen Montgomery's 

10. Oueechv. Bookthelf. 

I,. Melbourne House. 44 - The Old Helmet. 

12. Drayton Hall 5 °- Straight Paths* Crooked 

13. Say and Seal. ,, « L 

f- ^eLampUghter. £ S^omen^dLUUe 

37. Helen. Maria Edgeworth. Wives. 


BEDFORD STREET \ STRAND. 


FREDERICK WARNS 6* CO., PUBLISHERS , 


f: 

tfnnbtt Jaafo a? 

In crown 8vo, price a*. 6 d. each, cloth gilt. 

MANNERS & TONE OF GOOD SOCIETY; 

Or $ Solecisms to 6 e Avoided. 

By A Member of the Aristocracy, » 

. Third Edition. 

S O C I E T Y SMAL L-T A L K ; 

Or, What to Say , atui When to Say it. 

By A Member of the Aristocracy. 

Author of 41 Manners and Tone of Good Society.'* 

Second Edition. 

HOW WE ARE GOVERNED; 

Or, The Crown , the Senate, and the Bench. 

By Fonblanqub, Ewald, Holdsworth, &c. 

The Thirteenth Edition, revised to date, and greatly extended. 


y^gifi $ttitfefe ««.&*, 

By Charles E. Baker. 

In fcap. 8vo, price zi. each, cloth gilt. 

WILLS: 

How to Make and Prove Them, and the Law of Administration. 
With nearly 150 Forms. 

LANDLORDS, TENANTS, AND LODGERS 

With Forty Forms. * 

HUSBAND AND WIFE. 

Including the Law of Divorce and the Custody of Childress. 


STREET LIFE IN OUR LARGE TOWNS . 

In crown 8vo, price ax. 6d., doth gilt, gilt edges. 

HSR BENNY. 

By SsfrAS K. Hocking, Author of ^ Alec Green." 

364 pp:, with 97 Original Illustrations by *H. Tuck. 

This story epmN*tffh* firtho* of "Justed* Proper* with tkamtomiamd 
aetnratr doscrptioH efjjjtfea* refrtWUodin “Dtuuei Quorm.'* ft 











